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Report of the Royal Commission on Taxation.
JUDGE ARTHUR O'CONNOR’S MINORITY REPORT.

The event of signal importance in England is the report of the Royal Com-
mission appointed by Parliament in 1896 to inquire into the present system of
local taxation, and to report upon what changes are desirable. Of this Com-
mission Lord Balfour of Burleigh is chairman. The majority report, signed by
twelve members of the Commission, is unfavorable to the system of land value
taxation. Curiously enough their objection to this form of taxation is based
upon the assumed difficulty of assessing land values separate from improvementas.
This will surprise the American reader, who is familiar enough with this mode
of separate assessment. The majority report says that the difficulty of doing
this is 80 great that unless some important object could be attained by this
method of assessment it ought not to be considered, and it sees no such object.

The minority report, signed by seven of the Commission, is unable to con-
cur with the majority report, and these seven give their reasons for being unable
to do so. They say:

“ A careful consideration of all the particular circumstances of urban local
taxation has led us to the conclusion that a moderate rate proportioned to site
value ought to be imposed as part of any scheme for the readjustment of the
burden of local taxation in urban districts.

“In the first place, there is a strong argument for rating site values on
the ground of public policy, regard being had to the effects of taxation on in-
dustry and development. OQOur present rates indisputably hamper building.
Buildings are a necessary of life and a necessary of business of every kind. Now
the tendency of our present rates must be generally to discourage building—
to make houses fewer, worse, and dearer. As Mr. Fletcher Moulton says: ‘A tax
upon buildings proportionate to their value necessitates that the rent of build-
ings should represent a high rate per cent. on their cost. In other words it drives
people to take (and therefore drives builders to build) poorer houses. Taxation
on the land has no such effect.’

“Consideration of a concrete case will easily show the truth of this proposi-
tion. The effect of substituting a site-value rate for an ordinary rate in a town
will be, roughly speaking, to decrease the burden in the outskirts and increase
it at the centre. Now, an increased burden will certainly not stop building at
the centre of a town—it will merely diminish the peculiar advantages of the central
position; in other words, it will prevent the site-owner from obtaining so much
rent. But & diminution in the burden in the outskirts may very well tempt
builders to build, and occupiers to live, in places where before it was not worth
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2 REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION.

their while to go, and, of course, any increase of building on the outskirts tends
to reduce the pressure for accommodation all through the town;while the quality
of the accommodation also is likely to be 1mproved by the hghtenmg of the burden
on building value.”

(¢) BECAUSE OF ITS EFFECT ON HOUSING PROBLEM.

“While the rating of site value thus concerns the public at large as an ad,
ministrative reform, it is of special importance in connection with the urgent
problem of providing house accommodations for the working classes. Any-
thing which aggravates the appalling evils of overcrowding does not need to be
condemned, and it seems clear to us that the present heavy rates on buildings
do tend to aggravate these evils, and that the rating of site values would tend to
mitigate them. If more of the burden were thrown on sites, the portion left to
be borne by buildings would be diminished, and this would weigh with the builder

who is hesitating to embark on the erection of new structures.
(d) BECAUSE BPECIALLY EQUITABLE.

“In the second place, site value differs from structural value, not only in
origin, as we have above shown, but also in present character. A structure is a
wasting, perishable property, which requires repair and renewal, while a site is a
permanent, and, as a rule, increases rather than diminishes in value. Conse-
quently, wher the main part of the value of a hereditament can be attributed to
the site, that hereditament represents a greater ability to pay than one in which
structural value predominates. If this consideration be neglected, there must
be a certain inequity, not only as between properties, but as between different
districts, which contribute to 8 common charge; for rates are far more burdensome
in a district where the site value is low, and the ability to pay small, and where
development is therefore liable to be arrested.”

But it is Judge Arthur O’Connor who in his minority report is clear and defi-
nite. There is no halting of principles here, and the document is so admirable
in its presentation that we reproduce it but slightly abridged from the New
Glasgow Single Taz:

To TE KiNag’s MosT EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY:

With much regret I find myself unable to subscribe to the report of the great
majority of the Commissioners, and venture only with diffidence and reluctance
to state the grounds upon which I am constrained to differ from the conclusions
of gentlemen so much more qualified than myself to deal with the subject referred
to us. That Report, however, seems to me to be for the most part taken up
with matters which, however mterestmg and important in themselves, are quite
outside the Terms of Reference, and to deal only in a very slight manner with
that which should be our principal concern, viz., the equity of the existing sys-
tem of taxation for local purposes in respect of real and personal property.

This result is probably due to the fact that the terms of reference admit of
very varied constructions; and, indeed, after more than four years’ considera-
tion of them, there is scarcely an approach to an agreement among the majority
of the members of the Commission as to what may be their exact significance.

We are directed “To inquire into the present system under which taxation
is raised for local purposes, and report whether all kinds of real and personal
property contribute equitably to such taxation; and if not, what alterations in
the law are desirable in order to secure that result.”

I interpret these words to mean that we are to report with a view to the
alteration of the law if such alteration is found desirable after an inquiry into
the contributions made by all kinds of real and of personal property under the
present system of taxation for local purposes.
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REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION. 3

In order to do this it will clearly be necessary—

First, to define “local purposes, ” and also “real” and “personal” property;

Secondly, to ascertain what is the system under which taxation is at present
raised for those purposes, and whether under that system all kinds of real and
personal property now contribute to that taxation;

Thirdly, to inquire whether the contributions, so far as traceable, are equita-
bly exacted:—and as involved in this, what is “equitable.”

“Local purposes” may, in the words of the main Report, be taken to be
purposes for which local public authorities are now accustomed to expend money.

Of the so-called local public servicesin respect of which local authorities are
now empowered to levy rates, it will be, of course, admitted that some are rather
national than local, and should be provided for from national resources and not
at local charge, whilst others, like refuse-removal, gas and water supply, ete.,
which any individual would have to secure on his own account if they were not
supplied by local authorities, are not properly speaking rate-services, but are
what the individual would otherwise have to pay for just as he pays for his food
and clothing—quite irrespective of the classification of his property.

The services of a national character and those of a personal character being
eliminated, there remain, as matter for local taxation, properly so called, only
services of a public character of local convenience and advantage. These all
relate to the amenities, improvements, and protection of the neighborhood, and
enhance the eligibility and the value of the land of the district.

With reference to the terms “real” and “ personal, ” it is manifest that they
cannot be taken here in their strictly legal acceptation and as “terms of art,”
for there are forms of both real and personal property as understood at law which
do not admit of being made the subjects of valuation or assessment. The terms
movable and immovable probably come nearer to the sense intended; but, in
truth, houses or machinery are not absolutely ¥mmobilta. The only thing that is
smmobile is the earth, and as there is a fundamental and natural difference be-
tween the ground and all other objects of ownership I shall consider the land apart
from every other form of property.

ESSENTIAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LAND AND PROPERTY.

Now, between land and every other form of property there is an obvious
abiding and essential difference. Every other form of property is transitory,
wasting, and destructible, the temporary production of human industry, obtained
by labor out of the material which the land supplies; but the land is not of human
production; and as no man made it, 8o no man can destroy it; “no man, how-
ever feloniously inclined, can run away with an acre of it.” Man’s very body
is built up of its substance; he is taken from it, and will return to it; while he
lives, he must live and labor upon its surface. Equity and right reason would
appear to suggest that the product of human industry should be the absolute
property of the person or persons that created it, whether the creation be of food,
or habitation, or instrument, or any other thing. But with the land it is different.
Equity and right reason here suggest that, as access to the face of the globe is for
mankind a necessary condition of existence, and yet land is incapable of creation
by human industry, the same rule of absolute and exclusive ownership cannot
apply. On this point the law of England is in accord with common sense; and
according to that law land is not the subject of absolute property. “No man is,
in law, the absolute owner of lands. He can only hold an estate in them, ” and
that estate he holds under the Crown as representative of the community.

LAND BELONGS TO THE PEOPLE.

It is, then, in accordance at once with reason, equity, and the law, to say
that England belongs to the English; that the land of England, with all that is
beneath its surface, and all that it produces by the unassisted force of nature,

belongs to the people of England. Whatever may at any time be the authorized
occupation of its surface, or of any part of it, however turned to account—well or
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4 REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION.,

ill, or not at all—however its resources, in whatever hands, may be developed or
neglected, it is true to say collectively that the land of England belongs to the

people of England.
THE EXISTING SITUATION.

The facts of the existing situation, however (it is not necessary to consider
here how they may have been brought about) furnish an extraordinary contrast
with -this natural and equitable view. The 32,000,000 of acres of country which
stretch from Berwick-on-Tweed to Land’s End, and which bear upon their bosom
a population of 30,000,000 of human beings, are divided between & comparatively
small number of freeholders, collectively forming only a tiny fraction of the in-
habitants. These freecholders part with the occupation right of the different por-
tions of the land only on terms, terms which, from generation to generation
and from decade to decade, are continuously advancing, whilst the overwhelming
mass of the community, who are born, and live, and labor, and are buried in it,
can exist on it only on condition of payment to the freeholders. They could live
in any other country on the same or perhaps better terms.

ConpITION OF MAJORITY OF PEOPLE.
RENT-PRODUCING MACHINES.

It is plain that if a man does not own any land he must live upon the land
of another; and he must, directly or indirectly, pay to him that owns it a premium,
or rent, for permission to be there. This is the condition of the vast majority
of the people of England; and every man, woman or child in the community
who has no share in the property in the land is—whether conscious of it or not—
as much a rent-producing machine for the benefit of the landowners as the cattle
that browse in the fields.

THE CLASSES AND THE MASSES.
ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE LANDOCRACY.

This fact, of itself, may of course be unobjectionable, for it is clear, firstly,
that separate occupation of land, secured under the law, is indispensable for
human industry and the development of the resources of the country; and,
secondly, that a very large proportion of mankind have not either the inclination
or the capacity to deal with it themselves. But the fact itself remains, viz,,
that the population of England is divided into two classes, one comparatively
small, and the other immense, the one composed of the owners of the land, and
the other composed of the non-owners of the land. The first, qua owners sim-
ply, “toil not, neither do they spin, ” but they receive from the majority of their
fellow citizens a quittance amounting to more than a hundred of millions sterling
in the year; while the second or industrial class, have to labor not only for their
bread, but also to pay for their foothold in the country. It may indeed be said
that there are three classes, of which one not being composed of land owners,
and not being industrial, are yet provided for by the industrial portion of the
community. These are found in the workhouses in receipt of what is called in-door
relief. However great may be the social or moral distinction between this class
and the owners of interests in the land, from the point of view of political economy
the analogy is obvious.

LAND VALUE: TO WHAT DUE.

The amount which the industrial portion of the community have in this way
to pay out of the produce of their labor increases with the increase of their own
number. It is only the presence of man that gives value to land. Land at the
North Pole has no value, because men are not there; it is of comparatively small
value where people are few, as on Salisbury Plain; it is of very high value in the
City of London, by reason of the concourse of people who desire to use it. Value
is only the measure or token of the amount of human effort which any thing
or service can command at any given time and place. It does not signify how
that effort may be induced, or what may be the motive of it. The association
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of beautiful scenery, the proximity of a harbor or market, the accessibility of
minerals, agricultural fertility, commercial convenience, or any other attraction,
may furnish & special inducement to compete for a particular spot, but the bare
requirement of ground to stand or sleep on will, with an increasing population of
non-owners of land, secure for the owners an increased tribute.

SITE VALUE AND STRUCTURAL VALUE.

These considerations will be enough to show how essential a difference there
isJbetween the two chief kinds of property now liable to be rated, viz.: land,
bmldmgs and how reasonable and equitable it is that land or interest in land
should be made the subject from which the services in the public interest should
be supplied. A little further consideration will show in how different a position
any other form of property stands. The increase in valuation, which has been
so noticeable during the last 50 years, is due to the increased value of houses
as well as to increase in the value of land. But a marked distinction must here
be made. It is true that there has been a very much larger amount of money
laid out in houses than was the case before; but this is a matter of expense, of
sinking capital in the employment of labor, and in paying for materials. A struc-
ture once erected remains a perishable commodity, maintained in condition
only by constant expenditure of more material and more labor, but on these con-
ditions houses can be multiplied according to the multiplication of the people
as cnats and other created commodities all can. But the land is constant in
quantity and limited, and has to do for all, however many. Again, if each of
two men resolves to build a house of a certain size and style, but one of them
builds his house in an out of the way part of Salisbury Plain, and the other of them
builds his house in Cornhill, it is probable that the former, having to transport
labor and material, will have to pay more for the erection of his Salisbury Plain
structure than the other would spend in London, where conveniences are greater.
But the Cornhill house would readily let at a rent many times as great as the other
house would command. The difference in rent would represent the difference in
site value and not the difference in structural value. The distinction between
site value and structural value represents a difference which is a difference not
of degree only, but of kind. The structural value is due to individual a.ctmn
the site value depends on the action of the community.

THE DEMANDS OF EQUITY.

If it is suggested that an individual may do much to develop a site value,
the obvious reply is that whatever he so does is included in his individual prop-
erty as being of his own creation. If he should also be the freeholder this will
in no way affect the matter. The improvement which he creates he creates not
in his capacity of mere landowner, but in his capacity as an industrial member of
the community, and equity requires that he should have the full benefit of it.
But the land which he owns is no more of his creation than it is of his neighbor’s,
though his ownership marks him off from the majority of his fellow citizens as
one of the class endowed with the land of the country. If an owner of agricul-
tural land builds a farm-house with its necessary accessories, having, perhaps,
reclaimed or drained the land, made or paid for the roads, erected the fences and
constructed the ditches, etc., he is, in respect of his having created a farm as a
going concern, a8 much an industrial member of society as the ship-builder, the
tailor, the doctor, or the plowman, and as such is a benefactor of society. Society
may well be satisfied with the service which he thus renders, and leave his build-

and improvements unburdened by taxation. But with regard to the land,
on which his intelligence and resources have been exercised, he is debtor to the
community at large, as being in privileged and protected ownershlp and occupa-
tion of a portion of that common patrimony which belongs to the community
first, and to him only in a secondary and conditional manner.
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6 REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION.

Again, if upon the banks of the Tyne landowners have for generations allowed
to lie useless a low and swampy stretch, until some energetic, enterprising, and
intelligent industrial, taking it at a rent, digs out a dock and starts the business
of a shipbuilder, organizing labor, creating employment, gathering a vast army
of workers, and develops a town, and if with every increase of service which he
thus renders to his fellows he is constrained to pay to the landowners, who have
all the while done nothing, a constantly increasing rent until land, originally
worth a pound a year, is now worth a thousand, is it not in accordance with
reason and justice that the thousand a year should be rated in the hands of the
landlords rather than that the shipbuilder should be further charged? The
structural value of the created property is maintained or increased only by con-
stant expenditure by the individual on construction and repair of buildings and
machinery. The whole value added by reason of the increase of men upon it
attaches to the land and inures to the advantage of those between whom the
interests in the land are divided.

Similarly it may be said of every other person who gives his fellow-men
useful services, whether professional, clerical, medical, legal, artistic, or literary,
by invention, production,or distribution, by land or ses, in public or domestic
life, that he benefits the community by his industry, and should be allowed to
enjoy the full fruits of it. Those services, whatever they are, if rendered for
the personal and peculiar benefit of any individual, should be paid for by him;
while the cost of services which are rendered to the community should be defrayed
from the common patrimony, national services from the common fund of the
nation, and local public services from the common fund of the locality.

TRUE PRINCIPLE OF TAXATION.

The above considerations drive me to the conclusion that equity requires
that houses and machinery should not be rated for local purposes; but that the
cost necessarily incurred in connection with those services should be defrayed
at the expense of the land-interests of the locality.

ITS UNIVERSAL APPLICABILITY.

And this principle, being sound, will be applicable to all land, in town and
country alike, to whatsoever purpose applied, and whether the particular in-
dustry carried on upon it be or be not remunerative in the hands of the industrial
occupant. If this principle is adhered to, the cases of special properties, such
as railways, canals, docks, gasworks, and tramways, will present no difficulties
such as beset the existing system. A railway stationin a town, or the line which
runs across the country, would be assessed according to the value of the land
occupied, and no more; and so of all similar undertakings. An acre of agricul-
tural land would be assessed according to its own value as land, quite irrespective
of any buildings or other agricultural improvements; an acre of land in Salisbury
Plain would pay its petty duty; and the magnificent properties in the crowded
cities would pay in proportion to the site value which the presence of the crowds
has caused. The difficulty now raised with regard to what is called “unoccu-
pied” land would at once disappear. It would be rated according to its value.
But there is, in truth, no such thing as unoccupied land in England. If not let,
land is in the hands of the owner, who retains it for his own purposes, just as a
tenant might do.

PRINCIPLE VIRTUALLY ADMITTED IN REPORT ON URBAN RATING AND SITE VALUES.,

The principle embodied in the foregoing remarks appears to be virtually,
though not in terms, adopted in the Report on Urban Rating and Site Values
which has been signed by a minority of the Commissioners. I should be glad
to be allowed to associate myself with that singularly able document, at any rate
so far as it goes in the application of the principle. I am, however, unable to
discover any logical distinction between different portions of land accordingly
as they may happen to be in urban or rural areas, or as they may or may not at
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REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION. 7

the moment be built on. The limitation to urban areas appears to involve an
abandonment of principle, and to reduce the proposal to the level of a make-
shift compromise, without logical justification. The same objection holds good
against the schemes put forward by Mr. Fletcher Moulton and the London
County Council.

POINTS NEEDING CONSIDERATION.

But assuming the frank and unqualified acceptance of the fundamental
principle and its application to every acre of the country, urban or rural, and
whether utilized or not, the remaining points to be considered are:

(a) whether the principle admits of practical application, that is, whether
the valuation of land as distinguished from buildings or other improve-
ments is in practice possible;

(b) whether the charge of rates can be distributed equitably in proportions
corresponding with the different shares in the interest in land ; and

(¢) the effect of existing contracts.

ITS PRACTICAL APPLICATION.,

(a) With reference to the first point, many witnesses who appeared before the
Commission dwelt with emphasis on the alleged or suggested difficulty of esti-
mating the value of land apart from buildings upon it; but no one of the expert
witnesses would say that it was impossible, and none would admit that he could
not himself do it if it was necessary. But, in fact, the matter is past the stage
of mere argument, for not only is the thing being done every day for private
purposes, but it is also done on public account in all three countries under the
established practice. The entire system of valuation in Ireland under Acts of
Parliament is based upon the separate valuation of land and of buildings. In
England, land has to be separately valued in the country for the purposes of
the Agricultural Rates Act, which prescribes the procedure for ascertaining,
and the Returns which are to show, the division between the rateable value of
agricultural land and that of the buildings and other hereditaments. Under
numberless private Acts of Parliament the thing has been done for many
years in connection with compensation to owners, lessees, and occupiers disturbed
in their “quiet enjoyment” by promoters. . . . When the matter is con-
sidered quietly, apart from personal interest or the prejudice of class or profession,
it will be easily seen that there is no real difficulty about it, and that it would
be just as practicable to make a map of the whole country, showing the valuation
per acre or rood or plot of the surface of the land, as it is to make an Ordnance
Survey Map, showing the elevation above the sea of every part of the country.
In both there would be plains and slopes and peaks, though the summits of the
physical contours would often be the depressions of the valuation contours, and
vice versa,.

EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF CHARGE.

(b) As regards the second point, as to the equitable distribution of charge
among the different interests in land, it is necessary to keep clearly in mind that
the fee-simple owners do not personally represent, or at least enjoy, the full
property in the land. Many a freeholder can claim as his own but a very small,
sometimes indeed a merely nominal, property; and equity requires that the
burden should only be in proportion to the benefit. From the fee simple of any
parcel of land, there may be carved out many other estates and interests, free-
holds as well as leaseholds, and interests in the nature of charges on the land,
such as the tithe rent charge, settlement charges, or certain forms of ground rents.
These are all really portions of the interest in the land, and as it were, slices out
of the cake. They should all contribute in their proportion to make up the
assessment in the whole. Or again, a fee-simple holder may let his land for
999 years; his lessee may sub-let with some advance for 99; the first sub-lessee
may sub-let again for 60, the second sub-lessee may sub-let for 21, and the tenant

Google



8 REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION.

for the 21 years’ term may sub-let for three years or less to the ultimate occupier.
Any one or other of the members of this series may build or effect improvements.
There may be mortgages and sub-mortgages. The business of the occupier may
be remunerative or not. All these details are matters of no consequence and
involve no difficulty. At each step between the occupier and the builder, so
much of the rent as represents the value of the structure will be paid without
deduction; but, if from the rent which the ultimate occupier pays to his immediate
lessor, he is allowed after payment in respect of the house, to deduct the poundage
on the valuation of the land—the land alone being rated—he will himself have
to pay the poundage on any part of that valuation which may be in excess of the
land rent. And this is as it should be; for to that extent, he is enjoying a portion
of the value of the land. Further, each of the lessees in turn should be entitled
to deduct from the sum which he pays to his lessor, poundage on 8o much of it
as represents the valuation of the land—he himself bearing the burden in respect
of the difference between what he pays to his lessor, and what he receives from
his lessee, in respect of the land—the value of the house being separately re-
garded until it comes to the turn of the builder; who, of course, deducts in respect
offthe whole sum paid by him. The superior holders then in turn pay each upon
what he receives. In this way the charge in respect of the land will be distributed
equitably between those who share the benefit of it.

THE QUESTION OF MORTGAGES.

The question of mortgages has been suggested as a difficulty. The difficulty,
however, is only imaginary. It is true that, according to legal phraseology, a
mortgagee has the legal estate; but in equity and practice the mortgagee is only
a secured creditor and has no real ownership of the land until he forecloses.
If he foreclosed or became mortgagee in possession, he would, of course, be liable
to pay, or accountable for, the rates to the same extent as his mortgagor.

AND OF EXISTING CONTRACTS.

(¢) The last point which remains to be considered is that relating to ex-
isting contracts. As to this it is manifest that equity requires that all exist;nﬁ
contracts should be absolutely respected. It may be that many of them wi
have to run not for years only, but for lives and longer. No matter, for although
there would appear to be, according to the view taken in this Report, much that
is inequitable in the present arrangements, and much that calls for change in
the interests of the public, yet a disregard of contractual relations would be a
more serious injury to the public than even the existing system of rating. If it
is said that existing contracts will stand in the way of, or delay to a very great
extent, the reform suggested, the answer is that the duty cast upon this Com-
mission is not to secure or propose immediate alteration of the law, but rather to
indicate the direction in which equity points—not to put forward proposals for
immediate and universal application which would be revolutionary, but to show
the direction in which reform should be attempted, and the mode in which ex-
isting injustice may be removed without shock to the body politic. But yet for
the great majority of occupiers a very few years would have completely estab-
lished a new system. The longest running contracts are also fewest in number,
and the alteration once introduced (all contracts made contrary to it after a
certain date being declared void) would work gradually and smoothly until it
was in time completely effected.

A SBOLEMN, NECESSARY, AND TIMELY WARNING.

In conclusion, I would venture to suggest that a change based on sound
principle and carried out by gradual adjustment is not only not revolutionary,
but is dictated by prudence. It is difficult to believe that with the diffusion of
education, or at least of political information, the great mass of the people of
England will long remain unconscious or heedless of the true economic position.
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SERIAL ECONOMICS. 9

The conclusions, therefore, which I have humbly to submit are:

1. That local public services properly so called,—and as distinguished from
public services on the one hand, and on the other from services ren-
dered to the individual on his own premises,—are alone the proper
grounds for local taxation;

2. That land (except land already dedicated to public use), and land only,
should be rated for local public services;

3. That all existing contracts should be respected;

4, That the levy should be made from the occupier, with right of deduction,
after the Income Tax method, secured to each lessee in respect of
the superior interests in the land.

AvL or WHICH I HUMBLY SUBMIT TO YOUR MAJESTY’S GRACIOUS CONSIDERA-

TION. ARTHUR O’CONNOR.

Ezpressly for the Review.
Serial Economics.
BY JAMES LOVE.

In looking over professorial economic discussion in back years of the serials,
one is struck not only by the great disagreements in what would seem to be vital
points of theory, but by the conflict of opinion upon practical measures, where
every phase of political dogma seen in the outside world equally perplexes the
schools, so that upon the matters of protection, free trade, taxation, currency,
legal tender money, colonization, and so on, there is not the slightest concurrence
of opinion. Upon every principle and project they are all at sea. Single taxers
of course know that this anarchy arises from, and is perpetuated by, the misuse of
words—arises from what Aristotle called “equivocation”—the act of using one
term for two ideas. “For,” as Hobbes said, “in the right use of names lieth the
first use of speech, which is the acquisition of science. And in the wrong or
no definition lieth the first abuse.”

To start with, these men cannot define the sole subject with which economics
is said to deal, that is, “Wealth.” Some say that anything having exchange
value is wealth—which would include not only the valuable products of labor,
but also slaves, promissory notes, land; others exclude promissory notes or
slaves, others include promissory notes but exclude land; some include personal
skill, which others reject; and so on without end. Yet, says Plato, “ When the
starting point is the unknown, and the conclusion and intermediate steps are
connected with that unknown principle, how can such kind of assent ever possibly
become science?” To account for commercial depressions what divergent
views are held by the writers! There is equally high authority for referring them
to over-production or to under-production, to over-consumption or to under-
consumption, to the adoption of the gold standard or to the excessive issue of sil-
ver, to trades-unions’ attacks upon capital or to the oppressions of capital, to
over-protection or to under-protection; while one high authority (Professor
Jevons), utterly unable to find a solution in the field of economics, despairingly
turns to the skies and essays to show a relation between these recurring troubles
and the periodicity of sun-spots,—that they are due not to removable causes, but
were foreordained at the very beginning, when God created the sun to rule, not
only over the days, but over the mercantile vicissitudes of its planets.

In the same vein, in the International Journal of Ethics for July, is “ Ethics
and the Weather,” a paper by Professor Dexter, of the University of Illinois;
a writer of the prevailing type, who, rejecting all fixed principles of right or justice,
which, being observed, lead to order and happiness, or, being violated, bring
disaster—insisting that ‘‘right” is whatever course at any time or place may
happen to be in “custom”—seeks to account for much of men’s moral conduct
by relating it to the weather: a position that might be less vulnerable, perhaps,
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should we accept his opening statement that twenty-five hundred years of dis-
cussion has not brought about a consensus of opinion in relating it to anything
else. “The problem of human conduect, as far as the individual is concerned, is
perhaps no nearer a solution to-day than it was at the time of the Sophists.”
He thinks that “on a priort grounds * * we might expect some definite
relation between fluctuations of the weather-curve and that of the occurrence
of crime;” and that a “daily record of suicides, * * arrests for assault and
battery and drunkenness, of deportment in city prisons and in certain of the public
schools” might be “compared with the records of the weather, of mean tempera-
ture, barometer and humidity, total movement of the week, character of the
day, and the precipitation.” And this, he say, he has done, “with the result
that a fixed relation is found to exist between the prevalence of certain weather
states and the occurrence of crime.” Like Jevons, who failed to see that his
theory, if accepted, would overthrow “economics,” turning it from mysticism to
astrology, Professor Dexter probably fails to see that his would overthrow
“ethics,” transforming it to meteorology, and make us find our conscience
keepers in the observers of the Weather Bureau, whose signals thereafter would
be moral warnings. Yet after this he seems to recognize that it is not so much
the weather that induces drunkenness as it is suffering: “ Already the betterment
of social conditions has been recognized as a factor in the reduction of crimes.

* * Why not strike at once at the root of this evil, and try the application of
better heated apartments, of warmer clothing, and of more nourishing food?”—
thus (by making poverty relations replace weather relations) invalidating his
own theory.

Fifty-seven years ago (1844) Mill issued his book, “ Some Unsettled Questions
in Political Economy.” But, so far from being an egg-shell in the coffee pot
tending to make the turbid clear, it has helped to unsettle matters that he thought
were fixed. And political economy, sinking to “ economics,” has become an
opat(l]tif muddle in which everything is unsettled but the one point that it s un-
settled.

In the Economic Journal for June I find “Stationary Wage Rates ” by George
H. Wood. In this article, by “wages” the author does not mean the share that
falls to the politico-economic factor “labor, ” but only the pay of certain of the
hardest-worked and most useful laborers, as journeymen carpenters, miners,
“laborers, ” and so on, who are hired and paid by the day or week. And his
further incapacity is shown in this one sentence: “ Lastly, stationariness may be
partly explained by the increased purchasing power of wages”—mistaking the

paid by the employer for the real wages, what the money will exchange
for. “The four more usual causes of change in wages are, (a) Trade depression,
or a fall of prices; (b) Trade expansion, or a rise in prices; (¢) New or increased
organization of workingmen; and (d) Industrial legislation.”

But these causes don’t seem to fit the facts—do not explain, for instance,
why in California in 1849-’50-’51 wages of mechanics, cooks, professional men—
laborers of all kinds—went sky high; nor why, in spite of “trade expansion,”
“organizations of workingmen,” ‘“industrial legislation,” and “rise in price”
of land, wages have gone down ever since; nor why the same occurrences were
repeated in Australia and Colorado and are now going on in the Klondike.
“Cases may be found where the rate has remained stationary for a number of
years”’—twenty or more. My dear sir! cases may be found where they have
been stationary for hundreds, perhaps thousands. In India, China, Egypt,
breech-clouts and rice have been “wages” since the memory of man. And in
much of Europe, amongst the lowest classes, they have never been a particle
higher than would permit the continuance of the laborer.

Ah me! I feel, as did Madame De Stael, “that emptiness grows at length
singularly burdensome.” Dispiriting scraps are serial economics—a Job’s com-
forter is “economics” in any shape, in bringing us to Imlac’s conclusion that
“human life is a state in which much is to be endured and little to be enjoyed.”
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I suppose, however, that I might as well whistle jigs to mile-stones as to write
the present paper. Nobody will ever read it, as nobody ever seriously reads the
economic quarterlies—nobody who thinks or whose influence counts. Truly,
as Carlyle said, it ¢s “the dismal science.” So dismal that were it not for the
constitutional inhibition of the “cruel and unusual, ” it might be well, instead of
degrading the honorable industries of shoe-making and stone-cutting, to con-
demn convicts to terms of years in economics and finance; and under penalty
of a “solitary ” with Palgrave’s Dictionary to require daily recitations in Hadley
or Laughlin, Seligman or Marshall.

Missing an economic volume from its accustomed place, all nervous and
irritable, I was vociferously in its search when my then * Little Nell”—a sly
smile confirming her words—called out: “I'm solemnly certain that I haven’t
it, Papa.” The air became clearer at once—a zephyr rustled the curtain and the
day that had seemed cloudy was golden with light. Even nature, rejecting
economics, had responded to the point.

In the Political Science Quarterly for June I find “The Economic Ages,”
29 pp., by Professor Franklin H. Giddings.—This especially recondite paper will
be grateful to the professors, for by assuming to understand it they can secure °
the homage of “students” who are taught to believe that comprehensible writ-
ings are necessarily shallow. After twenty-six arid pages of sage brush phrase-
ology, put together as if in mind of Shakespere’s words, “We will give you
sleepy drinks, that your senses, unintelligent of our insufficiency, may, though
they cannot praise us, as little accuse us,” we arrive at a summary divided into
eleven parts, of which I give but three.—* To sum up the conclusions of this article,
they are these: FirsT. If any economist maintains that a certain distribution
of useful things or qualities in the physical environment is antecedent to society,
he is on safe ground so far. If he chooses to call the study of such distribution
economic geography, as I believe Professor Keasbey does, then he will be quite
right, also, in maintaining that the study of economic geography is logically
antecedent to the study of sociology.”

You understand this? Yes? Well, unless he means that the earth pre-
ceded man—that in the order of creation “land” preceded “labor "—by my
soul, I don’t! Let us try the next.

“Seconp. But if any economist maintains that utility (conceived as
objective or subjective) is identical with useful things or with the useful qualities
of an environment, he is wrong. Utility is a circumstance of things in relation
to organic well-being, or to a state of mind; and in either case it is a product of
some activity of the organism with reference to the useful things or qualities of
the environment. In themselves the qualities of the environment are potential
utilities only.”

These writers avoid simple words and lucid statements—the secret would
be out. In the dark they become sacred, so that each occult Mumbo Jumbo,
backed by five hundred others, feeling exempt from assault like the little village
constable, can call out, “ Beware! strike me, you strike the Commonwealth.”

“THIRD. A system of activities on the part of the organism whereby
potential utilities are converted into utility is itself an economy.”

“FourtH. If at this point any economist claims that economy is antece-
dent to society and creates society, he may be right but is probably wrong, ” etc.

In the 4nnals of the American Acudemy for July, Dr. Edward A. Ross writes
about “The Causes of Race Superiority ” without defining *superiority,” but
brings forth the superior doings of certain peoples as causes of their superiority.
“The last two generations of Americans have amazed the world” by the rapidity
with which they have occupied the Western wilderness. But was it the work of a
superior race, or the result of superior opportunity—unoccupied land and free
trade among the States? It was the work of what the Professor himself would
call a “mongrel people,” from Germany, France, Great Britain, Italy, Sweden,
from our older States, and even from China and Japan. I doubtjthat there is
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any great disparity in the races. Civilization does not inhere in the individual;
it inheres in society, and arises from great populations, divisions of industries
and studies, and freedom of trade. Each “savage” is forced to possess all the
very considerable knowledge of his tribe. A civilized man rarely understands
but one thing well, while of the rest of an infinity of knowledge he may be in
great ignorance. Professor Ross forgets this when speaking of “Americans”
as “the highest type of civilization.” And I doubt that among savage tribes
men can be found who, if isolated, would be so helpless, or who are so mentally
and morally degraded, as some in our cities—not always in the slums, but even
so among the rich; ignorant sensualists with feelings hard as stone.

In the Yale Review for August is another notice of Clark’s “ Distribution of
Wealth” by Professor Charles A. Tuttle, who quotes from the book, “ Rent and
interest describe the same income in two different ways.” “Total interest
equals total rent.” “Net rent is nothing more than interest regarded from an-
other point of view.” These are enough to show what the book must be—an
inconclusive piece of folly, like hundreds of its predecessors. And although
the reviewer says, disputing these assertions: “ground rent and the rent of
artificial instruments are not simply parts of interest. They are distinct pro-
ducts. The landlord gets the rent resulting from superior natural opportunities,
the entrepreneur (capitalist?) gets in the form of profit (interest?) the rent of
artificial opportunities,” etc, he is lavish in praise. “This work meets the high
expectations that were formed concerning it.” And, “as the highest achieve-
ment of American economic thought,” “it is impossible to convey an adequate
impression of the originality, brilliancy, and completeness of the author’s analyses.”
After which flourish of trumpets I can only cry—Rats!

In the Quarterly Journal of Economics for August, Professor T. N. Carver
tries his hand at the same book. He is somewhat more critical than Tuttle, but
seems to be awed into praise. “From previous writings it was certain to be a
notable production.” And though “it would be difficult to predict its influ-
ence, ” and though “later writers may reach sounder conclusions, * * he will
be a rare man who can produce a volume equal to this in lucidity, in logical con-
gistency,” etc. Though he thinks Clark’s theory of capital is most “startlingly
original ” (a theory in which he includes in capital, like so many previous writers,
and like the mob about him, land, promissory notes, government bonds, talents,
and skill), he yet evidently cannot recognize Clark’s finely drawn distinctions
between “capital” and “capital goods;” declaring that every distinction that
Clark has made between them can be made with equal clearness between “the
herdsman’s hundred head and the animals composing it,” or “between the
farmer’s bushels and the wheat which they contain.”

These writers no more appreciate Quesnay, Adam Smith, and Henry George—
no more apprehend the real purpose of political economy, than my little grand-
daughter did the thermometer which, mistaking it for a mouth-organ, she wished
me to “make music on.”

It was a saying of Socrates, reported by Xenophon, “that such as submit
to a pecuniary return for the instruction they bestow are no longer at liberty
* * but, like 50 many slaves, are at the will of those from whom they are con-
tent to receive wages.” So we must expect no living movement from the schools.
In the matter of the distribution of “wealth” the schools are petrified.

Paraphrasing amiable Lawrence Boythorn on the Court of Chancery, “There
never was such an infernal cauldron as economics on the face of the earthl!
Nothing but a mine below an international convocation of its teachers, with all
its cyclopzdias, histories, systems, schools, collected there, and every professor,
and instructor also, high and low, upward and downward, from its father the
devil to its sons, the editors of the quarterly journals, and the whole blown to
atoms’ with ten thousand hundredweight of gunpowder, would reform it in the
least!’
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Ezpressly for the Review.
The Australasian Tax System.
BY JAMES W. BUCKLIN.

The most important and far-reaching measure ever submitted to a vote
of the people of America is now before the people of Colorado for their adoption
or rejection. It is the proposition to so amend the constitution of the State as
to authorize the adoption of the Australasian Tax System. No question of
taxation can ever be unimportant, because it is the method of determining the
source of public revenue, the extent to which each of us must contribute to the
public treasury. This amendment authorizes the elimination of the most glaring
defects of present methods of taxation, such as unequal valuations, perjury,
fraud and corruption, double taxation, complex and complicated laws, insuffi-
cient revenue, inquisitorial disclosures and investigations, and the whole brood
of provisions which have made present methods of taxation odious. On the
other hand it will authorize the gradual adoption of a rational and defensible tax
system. -

But this amendment is not only important as it may affect the fiscal question,
but also as it may effect the economic and social problem. It will permit any
or all industries to be relieved from the burdens of all local and some State taxa-
tion, but differs from most other like propositions in that it does not permit
franchises in public ways or other social values to escape their full, fair portion
of taxation. It opens the constitutional bars toward true progress, but keeps
them closed against retrograde movements. It was very significant, therefore,
that it should have been the first bill introduced in the Colorado legislature in the
first month of the Twentieth Century.

The amendment is not a fiscal measure. It does not change any tax law of the
State. It is simply a proposition to so liberalize the constitution of Colorado as
to thereafter permit the testing of the Australasian system in whole or in part.
It contains no mandatory provisions, but is purely optional or permissive.
Should any change made thereunder not prove satisfactory, the present system
may be readopted without any further change in the constitution.

The bill provides for the amendment of two sections of the constitution. The
first section as amended authorizes home rule or local option in taxation. It
places the power in the hands of the people of any county to adopt their own
tax system for local purposes, without legislative interference. It is the system
of the initiative and referendum applied to local taxation. It is self-acting in
that it requires no further legislation in order that it may be made effective,
although some further legislation would be desirable. The people of Colorado,
therefore, now have the matter of local taxation wholly in their own hands, and
need not be dependent on any future legislation in order to put the Australasian
system into operation for local purposes.

The other section as amended authorizes but does not compel the Legislature
to partially adopt the system for State purposes, but that section can only be
put into operation by further legislation.

If the measure carries before the people, it removes for all time the consti-
tutional barriers which now stand as an adamantine wall against any material
improvement in our present tax methods.

Why not call this a single tax amendment? First, because such a name
would not be accurate or true. It does not establish any tax system, and does
not even sauthorize the adoption of the single tax. The single tax can only
be adopted by an amendment to the Federal constitution. This amendment
does not affect Federal revenues, nor does it abolish nor authorize the abolition
of private property in land. Nor will it abolish poverty. What it will accom-
plish in the way of social reform is limited and conservative. To represent that
this amendment would establish the single tax would be to deceive the friends of
the measure into thinking its results would be more far-reaching than they really

Google



14 THE AUSTRALASIAN SYSTEM.

will be, and would therefore result in disappointment and discouragement. It
would also be to deceive its enemies into thinking it more radical than it is, and
would therefore arouse unnecessary antagonism. It would also raise false issues,
such as the tariff gestion, the question of private property in land, ete., in a State
where every body came to speculate in land, and where the great majority are
protectionists. If we did not expect to win, we might as a matter of propaganda
discuss academic questions; but as we expect to win, it seems to me the wiser
policy to only discuss the real issues involved.

The name “ Australasian Tax” has many advantages. It is the name that
will appear on the ballot, and we will vote “for” or “against” “ Australasian
Tax System.”

The name implies the fact that the proposed amendment is not a mere theory,
but has been put into successful operation.

We have adopted other important measures from the Australasian countries
which are popular, which fact should help to popularize this.

The word “ Australasian” is not in the slightest degree deceptive in connec-
tion with the proposed amendment, and nothing makes headway like truth.

There is nothing in the word “ Australasian” to alarm the privileged classes,
noi' should they be alarmed, because this measure is only a conservative safety-
valve,

It seems fortunate that Colorado, rather than most of the other States,
has the question up for solution. Colorado’s population is small, and a cam-
paign could be made that would reach nearly all the voters. Qur people are
progressive and open to conviction, as is shown by recent political action. Four-
fifths of all the voters in the State have changed their politics within the last ten

years. The greater portion of our voters were born in other States, and so
w111 not be prejudiced against speakers and ideas from abroad. The country
is new, and vested wrongs are not so deeply seated nor so powerful as in the
Eastern States. The greatest newspapers and party leaders of the State are
committed to the measure. Organized labor of the State has several times
endorsed the proposition. The tax question has been before the people of the
State for several years, and is now the principal question being considered in our
State politics. Five other popular amendments to the constitution are to be
voted on at the same time that this one is, and the constitutional amendments
will therefore be the principal questions in that election, especially as the election
does not come in a Presidential year. There is every opportunity, therefore, for
a full hearing and a wise verdict.

This amendment is a proposition to establish in Colorado a “city of refuge, ”
to which the tax-burdened labor and capital of the world can flee. How can
other States compete with a State which abolishes nearly all State and local tax
burdens from labor and its products? After the adoption of the proposition in any
county, such county will be a great place for farmers, manufacturers and mer-
chants, for cattle, sheep and horses, for stocks of goods, for money-lenders, for
all kinds of working men and all kinds of capitalists, for everybody, in fact, but
those who propose to hold franchises in public ways, rights of way, and land out
of use or only partially used. Such county must in the very nature of things
become extremely prosperous. Vacant lots will soon thereafter be supplied
with houses, and factories, and shops. Vacant land must be mined for coal and
other minerals, its surface must be farmed and utilized, because in no other way
can the ownership of such land be profitable. Idle labor must receive employ-
ment, because when landlords and franchise-lords go into the market and bid
one against another for workmen in order to utilize and thus make profitable
their privileges, labor will not have to underbid other labor for jobs.

4 These results are not mere theories, they are the practical workings of the sys-
tem where put into operation in the Australasian colonies. If Colorado wants
to lead the world, not merely in prosperity, but also in civilization, all it has to
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do is to adopt this amendment, and then proceed to put the Australasian Tax
System into operation.

Citizens of other States and countries can help us in many ways. If they
move into the State, both men and women can vote on the question after a resi-
dence of six months; that is, if they come here by May 1, 1802. Money can be
sent to Dr. C. S. Elder, Denver, Colorado, who is the treasurer of the Australasian
Tax League, and county treasurer of Arapahoe County. Lack of funds is and
will be our most serious obstacle. We need orators and writers. A letter written
to a Colorado relative or friend urging them to investigate and vote for the meas-
ure might be valuable.

Upon you who know the importance of this step rests the responsibility of
its adoption or rejection.

Ezpressly for the Review.
James A. Herne and the Single Tax Cause.

BY JULIE A. HERNE.

I think I can say of my father what can besaid of every loyal single taxer—
that he believed in the single tax with his heart and soul, and worked for its
adoption with religious ardor.

Every earnest man who longs to follow the teachings of Christ is searching
for some way to bring about justice between man and man. In common with
many others in the land, my father deplored the increase of poverty, the bitter-
ness of the struggle for existence, but he knew neither the economic cause of
these things, nor the remedy for them. When Mr. Hamlin Garland brought
him the books of Henry George and unfolded to him the great plan of the new
doctrine, a way was made clear. In speaking of that time my father often said:
1 knehw social conditions were all wrong, but I didn’t know how they could be
set right.”

Single tax men are no dreamers. The sound logic of their belief preserves
them from becoming visionary. It is one of the beauties of the single tax that
it imbues its sympathizers with a religious faith fortified by the most convinc-
ing strength that reason can give. It made an enthusiast of my father. It gave
him at once a practical political philosophy and a religious faith. This “Re-
ligion of Humanity ” filled his heart with fervor; it appealed to his brain as an
incontrovertible phllosophy, and lighted his soul "with hope.

For him that desire for the welfare of his country called patriotism was
merged into the larger desire for a universal welfare that can be established only
by right and justice. He became touched with the mystical vision of the phil-
osophic humanitarian, which makes men restless with a wholesome discontent.
He was convinced that the theory of land taxation opened the way to making
this desire for the universal welfare a reality.

It seems hardly necessary to speak of my father’s single tax work to those
who know it so well. He was scarcely among the veterans of the cause, for it
is just twelve years ago that Mr. Garland brought “ Progress and Poverty” to him.
But almost from the first he began to be an active worker on the platform. He
took a deep joy in this work. In his necessary travels about the country he
was able to speak in many cities, from Boston to San Francisco, from Seattle to
New Orleans. The single-taxers are a vast brotherhood. He was never in so
emall a town that he did not receive some friendly card left at his hotel or theater,
the mystic initials S. T. pencilled in the corner. He spoke before single tax
clubs, before labor unions, in theatres and churches. He tried very hard to get
the actors to think upon this subject, and often before a rehearsal I have heard
him give a little impromptu talk on the special event of the hour, perhaps the
theatrical trust, perhaps the political campaign, but he would always bring the
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subject around to the fundamental principle of single tax, with a humorvus
smile at his own enthusiasm. In his speeches he chose always to speak of the
ethical side of the question, rather than of its more abstract economic side—an-
other proof of the depth it had sunk into his heart. For I must repeat how
absolutely he believed in the theory. He loved and reverenced the great ex-
pounder; he believed that Henry George had solved the problem with absolute
finality.

But while the single tax satisfied him that all other remedies were useless
or at best were half-way measures, nevertheless he welcomed every effort toward
reform. That is why he so_ardently supported Mr. Bryan’s two campaigns,
for he belonged to no party In the earnest campaign of last year the Demo-
cratic platform seemed to him to stand for all that is good and noble in our na-
tional traditions, and with many others he fought against dangers that seemed
to threaten the very existence of our Republic.

My father’s last public speaking was done two nights before election day last
November. Then he laid away his written speech,and I have found this in-
scription on the package:

“The epoch-making campaign of 1900 is closed. The fate of the nation is
now in the hands of the people. To-morrow is a fateful day for this Republic.
I hope for the best.” It can be seen how much his heart was in a victory for
Mr. Bryan and the Democratic party. Itcan be imagined how deep was his dis-
appointment at the result of the election But it was not discouragement. As he
often said on the platform in speaking of the effect on him of “Progress and
Poverty:”

“My reading of this great book and my meeting with its author changed
the whole trend of my reasoning, and I became mentally free. All of Mr. George’s
followers are at least mentally free; that is, they know just what they want,
and they keep asking for it, intelligently, persistently.’’

He was not to see the Promised Land which the new prophet had pointed out.
But I do not think he ever hoped for as much as that. To a reformer the joy is
in doing; his work is its own reward. It is much to be “mentally free.” What~
ever work my father was able to do for the cause, nothing is perhaps so important
or essential as the fact that he believed in the single tax, first of all; that it was
to him at once faith, politics, and patriotism.

Unpublished Letter of Count Tolstoy to Henry George.

DeArR Sir:—The reception of your letter gave me a great joy, for I have
known and loved you a long time. Though the paths we go by are different
I do not think that we differ in the foundation of our thoughts.

I was very glad to see you mention twice in your letter the life to come.
There is nothing that widens the horizon so much, that gives so firm a support
or 80 clear a view of things as the consciousness that although it is but in this
life that we have the possibility and the duty to act, nevertheless this is not
the whole of life, but only that bit of it which is open to our understanding.

I shall wait with great impatience the appearance of your new book, which
will contain the so much needed criticism of the orthodox political economy.
The reading of every one of your books makes clear to me things which were not
80 before, and confirms me more and more in the truth and practicability of your
system. Still more do I rejoice at the thought that I may possibly see you.

With sincere affection

I am truly your friend,
LEO TOLSTOY.

Google



» Google



SAMUEL SEABURY.
(Seepage 20))

. Original from
Digitized by § -
e GOUSIE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY



THE FINE ON THRIFT. 17

Ezxpressly for the Review.
The Fine on Thrift.

TAXATION OF INSURANCE COMPANIES.

When you tax a man unjustly you rob him. There can be no two opinions
about that. A Government may rob as well as a private highwayman. But
if & man is robbed by a “Government of the people, for the people, and by the
people ”—a Government which he himself hashelped to shape—he cannot, as a
rule, expect much sympathy. Still, the melancholy fact is that millions of people
do permit themselves to be robbed every year under the form of taxation of a
good share of their earnings. Most likely it is not because they wish to be robbed,
but because they have no logical idea of what taxation really should be.

Of course the Government never robs a man without some excuse. Even
despotic Governments have excuses. But among all the excuses that were ever
made by despots like Charles I., and George III., for dipping into the pockets of
their subjects, there is nothing more odd than to tax a man for his thrift.

“No taxation without representation” used to be the old ery. It was
good enough as far as it went. But there is a clear line of justice in taxation
which the presence or absence of representation cannot affect. Equitable taxa-
tion as between man and man resolves itself into a debt owing by each individual
to the community for whatever exclusive natural opportunity for wealth-pro-
duction that community allows him to enjoy. That is the ideal single tax. But
the actual system that we have to deal with has not one, but a hundred, or rather,
a thousand heads—a hydra-deaded monster, in fact. It does not come to the
right man and say: “Pay me the debt you owe me,” but it goes up to the wrong
man and says: “I find that you consume the necessaries of life, and I shall fine
you for your appetite,” or “I find that you are thrifty; you have ‘your life in-
sured and I shall punish you for your thrift.” We might run over the whole
field of taxation and find instances of injustice equally paradoxical. But for the
present let us confine ourselves to the tax on thrift.

Thrift takes many forms, but probably the most popular modern form is
life insurance. Mr. F. L. Hoffman, an eminent insurance statistician, esti-
mates in a paper on Life Insurance Taxation, read at the Civic Federation Con-
ference at Buffalo in May last (a paper which did not at the time receive that
attention in single tax circles which its importance merited), that about 13,000,-
000 people in the United States owned life insurance policies; that they paid
annually in premiums more than $300,000,000, and that out of this sum no less
than $6,500,000 was paid out in the shape of taxation either to the National
Government, the States, or the municipalities. In other words, out of every
$100 collected in premiums, $2.22 is paid in taxes. To that extent, there-
fore, the people are fined for being thrifty. Of course, the legislatures may
think that in taxing insurance companies they are only taxing the shareholders
and wealthy officials; they see, as Mr. Hoffman points out, the millions of dol-
lars of funds, but they do not see the immense liability charged against these
funds, or perhaps, which is more likely, they never trouble their heads at all as to
where the incidence of taxation ultimately rests. But according to those com-
petitive business principles which dominate the whole commercial world, it is safe
to say that in the {last analysis it is the consumer that always pays the tax
on the things consumed, whether that thing be tea, tobacco, or life insurance.
Behind the big figures showing the life companies’ assets, behind the noble archi-
tectural piles dedicated to the work of life insurance, stand the vast army of
thrifty citizens; it is they whom the taxation ultimately touches; it is their
widows and orphans. Coming in the hour of their affliction upon the insurance
office in which their hopes are centered, they are the real victims of the legis-
lative robbery. High taxation means dear insurance to them, whether that dear-
ness takes the shape of higher premiums or diminished bonuses or advantages.

Insurance companies, according to Mr. Hoffman, are taxed (1) on their
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real estate and personal property accessible to the tax assessor; (2) on their
premium income, and (3) on their surplus. He instances the fact that the com-
pany with which he is connected (the Prudential, which, having four millions of
policy-holders, may be taken as a representative company) paid in 1899 15 per
cent. of its taxation under the first, 44 per cent. under the second, and 13 per
eent. under the third head. The two latter items are the only ones to which
he takes any exception; the former he admits to be just. It will thus be seen
that over and above the grievances which insurance companies may have in
ecommon with other people, as owners of improved property, they have special
and substantial grievances of their own—grievances which, in fact, interfere
freatly with the benefits which they are calculated to confer upon the community.

ndeed, in some States the taxation methods are so prohibitive and vexatious
that the companies (not only life but fire) have been forced to withdraw their
business from those States.

The conclusion which we must draw from the facts pointed out in the paper
above referred to is that a great modern institution—an institution which proba-
bly has done more to counteract the inequalities of wealth which arise from the
vicious social conditions of to-day than any other single agency—the institution
of life insurance, is seriously hampered and imperilled by a perverted system of
taxation which visits the sins of the guilty upon the innocent and, in the name
of protection, throttles defenseless people. The insurance interest, of course,
are loud in their complaint, because they cannot do as much business as they
would if insurance were free of taxes. Very likely insurance men as a whole
would say that if only the burden on insurance was taken off the system of taxa-
tion would then be a perfect one. And the same with every other interest which
is directly hindered. But the single taxer sees in instances like these only the
individual links in a chain of injustice which must press round the neck of every
man who has his living to earn, until the public mind awakens to the fact that
taxation is, as above stated, a debt due to the community for the use of some
natural, exclusive opportunity for wealth-production, and hence not chargeable
to the laborer (by hand or brain) as a laborer. An Irish chieftain in olden times
wrote to a rival chieftain in these terms: “Pay me tribute or else——” The
prompt reply was: “I owe you none, and if——" If every laborer (by hand or
brain) were to reply to the tax-gatherer in these terms, we should hear no more
of unjust taxation. Thrift would then go unpunished; the simple-minded
fellow that thought he was doing an innocent thing in insuring his life would be
left to hug his delusion undisturbed. The tax-gatherer would not fail to find
mzldem groad enough to bear the burden, and shoulders, too, that could not

e it off.

The Assassination and its Lessons.
BY THE EDITOR.

All great tragedies are built upon human stupidities. The brutal, treacher-
ous killing of the Chief Magistrate of the nation was stupid by its purposelessness.
The poor unbalanced, blood-stained creature who ere this shall reach many of
our readers will have paid the penalty of his shameful deed, sees the man he
killed shrined and sanctified in the hearts of his fellow-countrymen, his errors
condoned or forgotten, his friends joining hands with his former enemies to
guard his dying bed and to rescue his memory from aspersion, and the policies
he stood for more firmly entrenched than ever. Before that awful tragedy
and the President’s heroic end no true man in all the world ishis enemy. The
tears spring unbidden to the eyes, the emotions tug at the heart, and the words
by which we would again weigh the far-reaching results of those policies which
mark a departure from the principles of the Fathers of the Republic and away
from safe Constitutional precedents remain unuttered. In the presence of the
dead who was our chosen a reverent silence only is befitting. The assassin has
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closed our mouths, he has stricken us with silence, he has sanctified the dead. Oh,
the brutal stupidity of it!

All this presupposes that the murderer was sane, and not the victim of a
fearful impulse that worked upon a shattered reason. It presupposes a hideous,
deliberate, premeditated purpose, which, if he cares to, the murderer may perhaps
explain according to some cherished theory of his own. But if it be true that
in & country where the ballot is the instrument for social reformation there are
bodies of men who teach that the only remedy is the removal of rulers by assassin-
ation, let them be made aware, once and for all, that hateful as the policies of
such rulers may be, as long as men retain the ballot, we shall prefer such policies
to assassination—ay, that as against the tyranny of assassination we cheerfully
accept the tyrannies of government where such tyrannies are decreed by a ma-
jority of the people acting through their chosen representatives. For this rea-
son, single taxers and all true reformers are more deeply grieved than any other
class of men can be at this awful tragedy. For they have more reasons for
sorrow, They alone see how stupid it is, and they alone appreciate at their true
significance all the consequences.

Yet there are other lessons to be drawn from it, too. For three years the
air has been full of the clatter of arms, talk of wars and the rumors of wars,
the glorification of physical prowess, expressed contempt of the “little peoples,”
and belligerent boasting. The Rev. Herbert Bigelow in his speech at the George
Memorial Meeting at Ulmer Park was right. To make secure the life of our
president there must be a greater reverence for the sacredness of human life
everywhere. Is the life of men and women and little children of the slums
held sacred? Were it 80 indeed the slums would be swept away in a single year.
There is a civilization that may be realized where the assassination of a President
because of his high office would be inconceivable save as the act of a madman.
And it is doubtful if in such a time in the coming Republic even insanity
would take such a direction.

The hearts of the American people are generous, sympathetic, forgiving.
Their very errors spring from their goodness of heart, and at such times as these
are amusing enough, if one were in a frame of mind to be amused. The news-
papers tell of a party of men composed of some estimable but anarchistic citizens
of Falmouth, Mass., where ex-Secretary of State Olney has his home, who,
hearing that Mr. Olney’s coachman had spoken disrespectfully of the mur-
dered President, started with tar and feathers in search of him. And this
mob of law breakers halted in front of Mr. Olney’s residence. And there, as-
sembled with vengeance in their hearts, these extraordinary people sang—
what would the reader suppose?—some savage, strenuous hunting song, or
war ballad, or some belligerent popular air? Not at all; they sang the Presi-
dent’s favorite hymn, ‘‘Nearer, My God to Thee!” A little perception of the
absurdity of the thing would have sent them home, heartily ashamed of them-
;elves, but seemingly there was not one there but lacked all saving grace of

umor.

But these are but surface manifestations, and are of no particular signifi-
cance. What is more ominous are the purely anarchistic utterances of men
to whom the great public looks for guidance. Pages of the ReviEw could be
filled with statements from ministers, public educators, leaders of opinion, and
editorial columns of many of our representative newspapers, whose inhumanity,
contempt of the laws of the country, and undemocratic, un-American sentiment,
are shocking(to every right-thinking man. T. DeWitt Talmage regretted that
the President’s assassin had not been seized and his brains beaten out on the
spot.  The liberty of the press and freedom of speech have been assailed.
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From Bishop Potter one might at least have hoped for better things. But the
good Bishop intimates that there is something wrong about our theory of govern-
ment; that freedom of speech is not a right to be jealously guarded, since we
would not permit freedom of speech before our young daughters to those who
might show an inclination to violate the proprieties! What utter confusion of
thought! Plymouth pulpit, once trod by & man whose mighty voice was lifted
for freedom in the dark hours of the nation’s history, finds its present incumbent
uttering such clotted nonsense as the following:

“In a Republic founded on law we have fostered anarchy and law-
lessness. Blessed by freedom of speech and of the press, we have transformed
this liberty into unbridled license. In a Republic where everything depends upon
reverence and honor to our rulers we chose this man for our President, we laid
theTheaviest duties upon him, aud in the critical moment of perplexity we per-
mitted cartoonists who knew nothing of the principles of statesmanship or
diplomacy or of national problems, cartoonists, indeed, whose judgment we
would not ask as to the best method of raising cabbages, to belittle, to vilify
our leader, and to do all that was in their power to destroy the respect of the weak
and of the ignorant as represented by this assassin, who became at last the tool
of the sensational press.”

Then, too, the measures advocated for the suppression of anarchism are
an evidence of the intention of men in high places of power to suppress con-
stitutional agitation for reform. Some of these suggestions, it is impossible
not to believe, have a deliberate purpose. It is indicative of the danger that
must be faced in the near future from those who reaching out for increased
privilege and power would strengthen the hands of government and fetter
the lips of protest. And they will find unwitting support from the thoughtless,
the lightweighted flibbertigibbets whom such a calamity as that through which
we have just passed throws into a panic of terror.

But all public utterances, happily, have not been of the kind of which the
preceding quotations are examples. The bravest words are those of the Lon-
don Speaker, which says:

“‘To restrict liberty is no remedy at all, and if it were, liberty is far more
precious than the opportunity of making crowned heads and rulers a little more
secure.”

Ay, indeed. And though the great majority of our public educators, states-
men, and editors are no longer to be trusted, the heart of the common people
yet beats true. The Republic of Otis and Henry is still secure, and the Re-
public of the future is almost here.

EVICTIONS IN IRELAND.

According to a return just issued the number of evictions in Ireland for the
quarter ending June 30, 1901, is placed at seventy-two. Of these fifty-nine
were turned out after having been served with ejectment notices, while thirteen
were evicted under other processes of law at the suit of the landlords.

FOREIGN GOVERNMENT MONOPOLIES,

Tourists in Europe this year have been admonished to remember that
matches are a government monopoly in France, and are liable to be taxed at the
rate of a franc per match if an attempt to smuggle them in is discovered, writes
a Paris correspondent. These government monopolies lead sometimes to the
exercise of an almost childish tyranny. In Italy, for instance, where salt is a
monopoly, and is consequently at an exorbitant price, it is a punishable offense
for the private individual to extract it from the sea water.
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Ezpressly for the Review.,
Winter.
BY LEWIS HOWARD LATIMER.*

A measure of grass and a measure of grain,
A cloudless sky and a sunlit plain,

A purling brook and a restless sea;

A world of joy and misery.

A measure of grass for a hungry cow,

A measure of grain to sow as seed,

A thoughtful man with clouded brow,

A sad-eyed woman forever in need.

The cold, bleak wind of a winter's day was sweeping the dust hither
and thither along the streets of a great city. Rich and poor were alike sharers
in the discomfort of the day; the latter, however, receiving the greater portion.

Out in the country the cold hills stretched away to meet the colder sky; and
the meek-eyed cattle looked over the brown fields and ionged in vain for the
juicy grass which had been their portion through the long summer days.

Beside the road, on a prominence which enabled its occupants to overlook
the distant city, stood a small cottage. The leafless trees about it gave free
passage to the rays of the winter’s sun, which streamed in through the curtainless
windows, and filled the rooms with warmth and light. Rooms vacant of life
but for the presence of a drowsy cat, which sat in the sunlight, at one of the
windows, blinking at a cow in an adjoining enclosure. Desolation more desolate
for the presence of those dumb creatures so dependent upon man’s humanity.

The cat blinked and the cow chewed meditatively, while 8 woman came
wearily along the road and entered the dooryard.

The cow gazed thoughtfully at her, while the cat jumped down from the
window &ill and proceeded to the door to await her entrance. Pushing the gate
impatiently aside, the woman entered the yard and, passing to the door, took a
P:exdfrom her bosom and, placing it in the lock, unlocked the door and passed
inside.

Sun and fire had combined to shed a cheerful warmth throughout the rooms
of the dwelling, and the welcome of the cat was none the less pleasant for the
suspicion that it was more the hope of food than affection which made it unusually
demonstrative.

The woman, divesting herself of her outer wraps, sat down beside the stove,
while the cat walked back and forth, rubbing itself against her skirts and purring
loudly in a very ecstasy of expectation.

The cat purred and the woman thought; thought of the bleak city streets,
of the stately mansions, of store windows filled to overflowing with attractive
goods of all descriptions displayed in the most tempting manner. Of the throng
of holiday purchasers, and the more numerous throng of holiday wishers, who
might look and wish, but might not buy for lack of means.

“It is more blessed to give than to receive, ” thought she, “but one must
have to give.”

The woman arose and, walking to the window, looked out upon the chill
landscape—out upon the lonely road along which a half-clad girl was hurrying.
Her eyes lingered upon the child as she came nearer and nearer, until only the
narrow door-yard separated them.

The child was hurrying on when its wandering glance toward the house re-
vealed the woman looking from the window. The child paused, hesitated, and
was about to pass on when she noticed that the woman was beckoning to her.

4-The literary work of Dunbar, Chestnut, [and other Afro-Americans has recently at-
tracted much attention. Mr. Latimer joins these literary aspirants of his race with his pres-

ent modest contribution. Mr. Latimer is an electrician of prominence, having done important
work for Edison and Bell of telephone fame.
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She turned into the yard and, passing up to theJdoor which the woman opened,
was soon inside the house.

She gave a slight shiver as the warm air of the room made her realize how
cold she had been on the road.

“Where were you going?” said the woman.

“For the doctor,” answered the child.

“Who is sick?” said the woman.

hild“ Mother is sick and all alone; father has gone to the city to work, ” said the
child.

The woman went to a closet and, taking a small cape from a nail, placed it
about the shoulders of the child, and bade her hurry on to the doctor; then,
hastily placing some food for the cat and replenishing her fire, she gathered some
food and other necessaries and, placing them in a basket, put on her wraps and
went out, locking the door after her.

The cat devoured its food and returned to the sun, and the windowsill.
The cow stirred about to keep itself warm. The child returned on its way from
the doctor’s, and the doctor followed shortly after. bl

Wind and sky and cold brown hills, a silent house, a restless cow and a cat
blinking in the sun at the window.

A man is coming across the fields. The cow hears his footsteps and ¢ turning,
looks expectantly at him; but he passes her by and proceeds to the door of
the house. The cow gazes after him for a moment, and then thoughtfully turns
away and resumes her chewing.

The man tries the door, then takes a key from his pocket, opens the door
and passes within.

The cat comes to meet him and the kettle sings a soft welcome.

The man seats himself for a while, holding a small brown paper parcel in his
lﬁjasnd, and lapses into thought. His brows lower, and a weary look comes into

eyes.

He slowly opens the package and reveals a woman’s handkerchief, white
and new. He looks at it for a moment, then, kissing it softly, rises and, passing
into an inner room, opens & bureau dra.wer places the package within it and, re-
turning, sits down aga.m

“ 'Tis not our gains, but our desires, ” he thinks, “that make or mar our
happiness. I want not that I have; nor have I that I want; for what I want is
not what I would have, but that the world would envy me. If happiness be
not within, no outward circumstances can bring it, and if within, possessions or
the lack of them cannot destroy it. Hope springs eternal in the human breast,
and happiness is akin to hope

The cat is sitting beside t.he man dreamily listening to the singing of the kettle.
The man reaches down and strokes her. She calmly submits to his caress, nor
deems it necessary to purr the satisfaction it gives her to feel his gentle touch
upon her warm and glossy coat.

The man is thinking gentle thoughts of the woman who went out before he
came. Thinking how pleased she will be with the handkerchief he has brought
her. Pleased not with the gift, but what it represents. A loving thought of
her many needs. A wish to please her. A denial of self.

o The widow’s mite was her all, ” thinks he; “a million could not have been
more.

The man arises and goes out to the cow, places his hand upon her neck,
looks into her eyes; pats her face and speaks gentle , caressing words to her; then,
ll:e goes to the barn and brings her food, puts it before her and returns to the

ouse.

The cat sits where he left her, waiting for him to return to the chair beside
her, but he passes through to the room beyond and looks through the window
down the lonely road.
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A woman is just appearing around a bend, some distance away.

The man looks at her and his eyes soften.

The cat comes to the window, jumps upon the sill, and looks down the road.
She sees the woman, rubs her head against the man, and purrs. The woman
comes slowly nearer, opens the gate and passes into the yard.

The cow raises its head and extends its neck over the fence toward her,
and gives a low moo of welcome.

The woman stops a moment, pats its head, then, turning toward the house,
looks through the window at the man within with the cat beside him.

Her key is again in the lock and she passes into the house, into the room,
and stands with one hand on the man’s shoulder, the other stroking the cat.

She is talking to the man; telling him of the child, of the sick mother, and
the timely help in their need;and he tells her of his day and the present he has
brought her, and they go to look at it, the cat following.

“Tt is more blessed to give than to receive, ” she says, as she holds his face
between her hands, looks into his eyes and kisses him.

“That which cometh from the heart reaches the heart, ” he answers.

“But there is so much poverty in the world, ” she says, recollecting what
she has just seen.

“It is God’s way, ” he answers. “Humanity is purified by its tribulations.
There is a way out of it. Mankind will find the way when their hearts are purified,
for then the scales will fall from their eyes, for only the purified heart gives
clearness to the vision.”

“But God is 8o exacting, and the way is so long, ” said the woman.

“It is but a minute in the eternity of his creatures, ” answers the man.

And then there is silence. The wind blows the dust through the streets
and over the brown hills, and the cat purrs lazily upon the window sill.

Journal’s Symposium on ‘“How Shall Labor

and Capital be Reconciled.”
BY THE EDITOR.

The New York Journal has been publishing a series of papers on the ques-
tion, “How Shall Labor and Capital be Reconciled?” This symposium has
been composed of many contributors of eminence, and nothing is more gratify-
ing than the evidence of the growth of radical thought where such evidence was
least to be looked for.

Bishop Potter, whose sympathies are so much more profound than his
knowledge of social forces, writes as follows, commenting upon the suggested

posium:

“If you can secure, therefore, as already mentioned, the aid of competent
minds representing the different points of view on the labor question in its largest
aspect, and if they are willing to discuss it without prejudice and without in-
vective, two results at least may be obtained—a large group of facts, now little
recognized, will be brought into view, and all reasonable men, of whatever calling
or theory, will be constrained to own, first, that there is no single short-cut,
patent-applied-for remedy for a situation so complex; and second, that along
lines of mutual consideration and concession that solution is not to be dismissed
a8 impossible.

“To lead men to ‘think’ and ‘know,’ not to shout or to shriek or to strike,
that is the best service you can render.

“For then, when the time comes that they must both shout and strike, they
may hope to do so to some purpose.”

That is, men are not to shout or strike, but then, again, they are to shout
and strike, providing they can do so to some purpose. This is quite as vague
a8 could be wished for. Nothing is more common, too, than the sa:

‘there i8 no short-cut, patent-applied-for remedy, ” and, in a sense, no statement
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can be more untrue. It is like saying to a man in prison: “There is no single
short-cut to freedom, because there are exits by doors, and windows, and through
the chimney, and under the floor of your cell. All these provide means of

It i8 clear that those who insist upon your walking out through the door (which
has been left open, by the by, though you are not to look that way) forget the
roof and the windows and the floor. What we need is an exchange of opinion,
and let us wait until some method of agreement is reached as to how best to make
your escape.” Funny, isn’t it, and yet the analogy is almost perfect. What
labor needs, first of all, is freedom, and the door to that freedom, taxation, which
will force into use the natural opportunities for labor, has been left open. Bishop
Potter’s method is for the advocates of escape by cell, and window, and floor, to
meet and arbitrate. In the words of the Steel Trust magnate, “ there is nothing
to arbitrate.” Labor has merely to make its escape. To borrow the expressive
and imperishable figure which Henry George has added to the higher literature of
economics, it is the case of the bull who, to be free, has merely to unwind the
rope.
Ernest Howard Crosby’s contribution to the discussion is one of the best.
It is full of meaty epigrams; some of these we quote: '

“I hope that when Tesla gets into communication with Mars he will ask the
inhabitants if nine-tenths of them pay rent to the other tenth for the privilege
of remaining on the surface of the planet.”

“We read to-day that the Steel Trust has ordered the demolition of the great
works on which the life of the city of M’Keesport depends, because the Mayor
expresses his sympathy and that of the citizens with the strikers there. The Czar
has no such power as this, and would not dare to use it if he had. Those whom
the Gods would destroy they first make mad.”

“Christianity sprang from the Jewish Church, and the Jewish Church had
its origin in a strike—the strike of the Hebrew brickmakers in Egypt—and
Moses and Aaron were the first walking delegates on record. ”

“The longest of the Ten Commandments was a labor law, fixing a six-day
working week in complete analogy with our eight-hour statutes.”

Mr. Crosby concludes his paper with the following clear and explicit state-
ment:

“But even to those who turn a deaf ear to the plea of religion and democ-
racy we can appeal with equal force in the name of fair play. Every man
worthy the name must respond to that appeal. You would not cheat at cards
or sell out a horse race or refuse equal chance to a rival in an athletic contest.
Can you then consent to play the game of life with loaded dice, or insist on every
handicap that wealth and chance have given you? Is it fair to match your
steam yacht against my leaky scow—your thoroughbred against my broken-
down nag? A fair field and no favor, this is all that men need for the present,
at any rate. The field is not fair, and the favors are sold over the counter at
Washington and Albany. Until there is a general willingness to accord fair play
in the relations of life, the war between capital and labor will continue. Its evils
may be mitigated and its excesses limited, but it will still be waged. When
fair play becomes the watchword of trust as well as of trades union, then, at last,
we may expect anenduring industrial peace.”

Anson Phelps Stokes’s contribution is not illuminating. His plea is for
more law—apparently for a modified form of Socialism. There is to be a larger
political supervision of corporations—in a sense we already have that—but at
the same time corporations are to be “prohibited from meddling in politics or
contributing funds to influence legislation.” It is a curious blindness that fails
to see that if government is to take part in the business of corporations, corpora-
tions will of necessity take part in the business of government. Mr. Stokes is
a millionaire, 8 man of fine public spirit. He has high ideals, and no lack of cour-
age in voicing them, and he must soon come to see that his suggestions are utterly
inadequate as remedies. '
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The value of Everett P. Wheeler’s contribution may be surmised from
these two sentences. They are enough:

“ Permanent work, with comfortable living wage, is, in my opinion, possible
for all in this country.

“England, France, and Germany are tenfold more thickly settled than this
country, and yet their people earn a comfortable living.”’

It is like the Irish woman’s. comment that “Everybody is ating save thim
as isn’t hungry and thim as have nothing to ate.” Of course, from this point
of view there is no labor question that is really worth considering. Wages are
higher in this country than in England, France, and Germany, and if the people of
these countries are earning comfortable livings, the workers here must be enjoying
substantial luxury. Mr. Wheeler once did good service in the cause of free trade,
but the chariot of economic reform has rushed past him, and he cannot now dis-
cern even the skirts of the charioteers.

John DeWitt Warner’s contribution is sound in its economics and is forcibly
expressed. We quote:

“Labor’s proper share in the joint product of labor and capital will con-
stantly more nearly approach the whole in proportion as the increasing protection
of capital by labor shall lessen the element of risk—that is, should continually
increase.

“As to the rights of employees in the plants they have helped create, if
they include the means by which natural opportunities are monopolized, these
should be and will become the property of the community—that is, ever more
largely labor’s own.

‘“ As to model industries, profit sharing, etec., the field for successful experi-
ment in these is narrow, but will steadily expand.

“As to Socialism: There is no gulf wider than that between the old So-
cialism, which restricted men, and the new Socialism, which proposes to increase
the facilities of each to do as he pleases.

“As to the single tax: Its principles—that proper use is the only excuse
for possession of land; that the value of that possession is something for which
the community that created such value should always be paid; and that not until
the community has collected and spent its own income should it tax its citizens—
once conceded, as it seems to me they must be, the only question is: On what
terms and in what shape can this adjustment best be brought about?

“As to the right to work—that is, the opportunity to earn one’s living—a
man refused this right is under no moral restraint from taking what he needs.
Society, having made him an outlaw, eannot complain.

‘““ As to free trade, that is the natural right of every man.

_“Protective tariffs are extortion, to which no one has the right to submit,
except because, and in so far as, he cannot help himself. ”

There is one paragraph here which the organs of conservatism have seized
upon to justify a charge of anarchism against Mr. Warner. The thing is almost
too absurd for comment, since it is a reflection that would occur to any phil-
osophic mind that where society has excluded the laborer from the means of
providing for his necessities by his labor, society cannot complain if he take
what he needs. If travelers in the desert should find the oasis guarded by high
fences, and the sign “ No trespassing, by order of the oasis owner,” they would
take what they needed, and there would be no complaint. It is safe to say that
the right of property in the means of life would receive small respect from the
thirst-stricken desert travelers, and the fences would come down quickly. Mr.
Warner’s statement may be twisted to mean something very dangerous, but all
denials of natural rights by society are dangerous, and lead to violence. What the
distinguished New York lawyer says is no more, indeed it is-much less, than
Cardinal Manning gave utterance to on a memorable occasion. No one dared
accuse the distinguished Catholic prelate of anarchy. He was not a possible
candidate for Mayor of New York, as Mr. Warner was at the time of his utter-
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ance, and so escaped these furious charges at the hands of crazy partisanship. Yet
society will some day come to see that Cardinal Manning and Mr. Warner were
right—that many of the crimes against property spring from the original denial
to men of access to the means of livelihood, and that the perpetrators of such acts
are morally guiltless.

There are other contributions to this symposium, but few of them merit more
than passing comment. That of Carroll D. Wright is full of piety, and piety
mixes ill with economics, and especially with such economics. Of course the
Journal’s title of these serial contributions, “How Shall Labor and Capital be
Reconciled,” is in itself misleading. As between themselves, labor and capital
have nothing to reconcile. The conflict is between these two factors on one gide,
and monopoly on the other. The real reconciliation will be sought in the destrue-
tion of monopoly.

James E. Mills.
FROM THE CHICAGO PUBLIC.

(See Frontispiece.)

This name has no familiar associations to the mere newspaper reader.
Whether its bearer lives or dies is not to that great mob-like public of the least
concern. His fate would interest them more if he had been a horse jockey or
a prize fighter. But there are circles into which the news of Mr. Mills’s death
will come with something of a shock. He died on the 25th of July, in Mexico,
where he had been located for several years in the service, as mining expert,
of a large American silver mining interest. In years he had almost lived out
the allotted three score and ten.

James E. Mills was a native of New England. His scientific studies were
pursued at Harvard college under Agassiz. He afterwards became an assistant
of that distinguished naturalist, with whom he remained always upon terms of
intimate friendship. Mr. Mills and Prof. Burt G. Wilder were accounted the
greatest pupils Agassiz ever had.

Like his fellow student, Mr. Mills was a disciple of Swedenborg; and like
their preceptor, he was a Christian evolutionist. In the latter respect he agreed
also with his professional and personal friend, the eminent Joseph Le Conte,
whose death preceded that of Mr. Mills by less than a month.

As a Swedenborgian, and for a time a minister of that faith, Mr. Mills was
distinctly and decidedly averse to all ecclesiastical tendencies, but especially to
those of organized Swedenborgianism. His religion was a philosophy rather than
a creed, an adjustment of spiritual principle rather than a set of ritualistic
observances. The effort of his adult life was to help strip Christianity of its
human accretions.

This religious faith commended to his acceptance the economic principles
popularized by Henry George. He consequently became a devoted disciple and
valued friend of that “ prophet of San Francisco. ”

A close thinker, Mr. Mills was also a fluent writer; but the productions of
his pen are limited to essays and pamphlets. These, however, are profound
and durable contributions to the subjects of which they treat.

Those subjects are scientific, religious and economic. In the first category
is an essay on the building of a sierra. On religious questions strictly Mr. Mills’s
principal paper is intended to show that repentance is not remorse, but a de-
velopment of character away from wrong and in the direction of right. All his
writings on economic subjects are a blend of the economic and religious. To
him economic righteousness was an external or outward expression of spiritual
righteousness. One of his valuable papers along this line is a plea for service
instead of sacrifice. Self-sacrifice, as usually taught, he held to be morbid,
and at the bottom of all the excuses for enslavement and impoverishment.
Equilibrium of service was his ideal.

Google



SIGNS OF PROGRESS. 27

In Boston, New York, San Francisco and otherAmerican centers of scientific,
religious, and economic thought Mr. Mills was long a familiar and respected
character. Having made changeless principle, as distinguished from shifting
expediency, the standard of all his thinking, he has contributed to the pro-
gressive impulses of his period.

Signs of Progress.

(St Paul (Minn.) Globe.)

The system of taxing personalty now in vogue is a scandal and a disgrace.
It is a burden to the honest and thrifty poor; and it is a very hot-bed of perjury
and fraud. The makeshift methods resorted to from time to time to work out
some sort of solution of this deplorable state of things partake in themselves
of the most undesirable characteristics of the evil aimed at. .

(J. F. Cowern in Concord (N. H.) Dazly Patriot.)

The firm of Miller & Lux, in California, owns 14,530,000 acres of land, nearly
all of which is unimproved. It is equal to the area of New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut together, and but little smaller than
Ireland. While our present system of private ownership in land exists putting a
premium on the holding of land out of use, it is nothing to wonder at that millions
of men and women seek in vain for a chance to earn a decent living.

(Daphne (Ala.) Standard.)
Dr. Shrady gives out the opinion that the number of suicides increases with
advancing civilization. One wonders if this would be so were the civilization
really what it purports to be.

(New York World.)

Gen. Frederick Grant states that while he was in foreign lands his baggage was
never examined. This experience is not unusual, though at Continental frontiers
the search of men’s effects for tobacco and hquors is sometimes thorough. But
in no other country is the traveller obliged to take oath to his purchases and then
examined on the assumption that he is a perjurer; and in none would such rob-
bery as is above described be inflicted upon a lady under the law.

Of course ours is in the main a civilized country; but the traveller, native or
foreign, who enters its chief port is tempted to doubt it.

(St. Louis Republtc)

The perpetuation of the high protective tariff threatens now to precipitate
trade war, waged against this country by a European alliance, which would be of
infinite costliness to American trade. The high protective tariff now only
further enriches American trusts. It taxes the American consumer for this sole
purpose. It is time to abolish the high protective tariff.

(Cincinnati (Ohio) Times-Star.)

Taxation directed against any kind of productive enterprise inevitably reduces
the profitableness of such investment and to that extent reduces the willingness
of capitalists to invest in undertakings which are subject to or threatened with
special taxation.

The inevitable result being that production is hampered and wages fall be-
cause of the diminished demand for labor. This may be said to sum up the
whole matter so far as the taxation of tangible and intangible personalty is con-
cerned.
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SINGLE TAX REVIEW

An illustrated Quarterly Magazine of Single
Tax Progress.

Edited and Published by
Joseph Dana Miller, at 62-64 Trinity Place
New York.
Mr. George P. Hampton, Associate.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE.—In the United
8tates, Canada and Mexico, $1.00 per 'year.
Payable in advance.

Entered at the Post-office, New York, as
second-class matter.

AUTUMN NUMBER.

PUBLISHER’S NOTES.

Will all those who have not remitted for
No. 1 of the REviEW do so by November 1.

Money may be sent to Tur Rrvizw, 62-64
Trinity Place, New York City, and may be
sent in the form of checks, money orders, or
postage stamps.

Our friends will pardon us if we do not ac-
knowledge their communications in all cases.
Where special reasons exist, or where it is

particularly requested, remittances will be

acknowledged.

.No. 1 of the Review is exhausted, and we
vill give copies of No. 2, or 10 cents worth of
gingle tax literature, forevery copy sentin us
good condition.

We are sorry not to be able to present more
thorough and complete reviews of Max
Hirsch’s “Democracy and Socialism.” Our
next number, however, will contain a sym-
wum_ that will include a half dosen of the

critical opinions.

. We desire all who subscribed for the first
issue of the REVIEW to remit for the year, in
order to avoid extra bookkeeping, correspond-
ence, and postage.

We have received from V. Tchertkoff, of
London, Eng., a number of neat, handy-
volume E:gerhcovered ﬁamphlets from the
pen of Tolstoy. Mr. Tchertkoff, who
18 manager of the Free Age Press, is the
authorized publisher of unt Tolstoy’s
works. Of those recently issued in pamphlet
forin are Popular Stories and Legends, 1st
and 2nd series, fourpence each; The Only
Means, one penny; The Relations of the
Bexes, fourpence. Copies of these may be se-
cured of the Free Age Press, Christchurch,
Hants, London, Eng.
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THE McGLYNN ANNIVERSARY.

The sixty-fourth annive of the birth
of Dr. McGlynn was celebrated in New York
on September 27 by the Dr. McGlynn Monu-
ment Association. Fifteen hundred friends
of Dr. McGlynn gathered in the Murray Hill
Lyceum to do him honor. The President,
Sylvester L. Malone, introduced Ernest H.
Crosby, and he and John Sherwin Crosby
made addresses. The New York Letter
Carriers’ Association Band of fifty-two pieces
volunteered its services and gave a fine con-
oert, and McAuliff’s Orchestra furnished music
for th- reception that followed.

A new feature of the celebration was a loan
exhibition of rare portraits, autographs, and
other souvenirs of Dr. McGlynn, in public
schools, in Rome as a young priest, as pastor
of St. Stephens, in Land League and in Anti-
Poverty days, etc. Portraits of friends in-
timately associated with him were also
shown: Rev. Thomas Farrell. Rev. Sylvester
Malone, Rev. Dr. Burtsell, John R. Feeny,
Dr. Edward Malone, Henry George, Judge
Maguire, etc.; copies of the Standard, and
Anti-Poverty addresses of Dr. McGlynn.

President Malone’s address was of a his-
toric character, descriptive of the various

riods and persons represented in the exhi-

ition. He spoke of the views expressed by
Dr. McGlynn in 1870, that no public moneys
should be used for any but public purposes.
This was at the time when Tweed Legislatures
had by subterfuge legislated public moncys
into the treasuries of private institutions
especially parochial schools. The outcry an

controversy resulting led to new legislation
and refunding of money in some cases. This
feature of his life is sometimes forgotten, but
18 rendered timely in view of recent inade-
quately explained legislation at Albany this
year. Mr. Malone, after describing Dr. Mec-
Glynn’s long pastorate of St. Stephen’s
Church dweﬁ, upon his connection with the
Land f,eague and Anti-Poverty Society; bis
intimate association with Henry George in the
Mayoralty campaign of 1886: his suspension
and excommunication, and his restoration
without any retraction of his belief in the doc-
trines of Progress and Poverty.

He then introduced Ernest H. Crosby,
who paid a glowing tribute to the memory
of Father McGlynn, in whose soul the fullness
of the spirit of God the Father had ever found
loving place, and said that not only should
he have been replaced in St. Stephen’s, but
that in the highest assemblages of his Church
he should have sat foremost amongst her
doctors and teachers and leaders.

Mr. John Sherwin Crosby next spoke as
follows*

“Father McGlynn was a man who lived
for his fellow-men, and there is no one who
can fill the void made by his death. He was a
born orator, a prophet, a seer. He saw
things ahead and what they ought to be
for the benefit of his fellow-men. e dreamed
of what the world might be and he gave his
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life to the cause that he loved. It is fitting
that a monument should be erected to his
memory. ”

The meeting added quite a sum to the
monument fund, which is rapidly nearing
$3,000. Weekly public meetings are held ever{
Friday evening at 128 East Twenty-eight:
street, to which all friends of Dr. MeGlynn are
invited. Addresses will be delivered as
follows: :

Oct. 18, Michael Clarke; Oct. 25, Lawson
Purdy; Nov. 1, Bartley Wright; Nov. 8,
John Keegan; Nov. 15, Bolton flall; Nov.
22, Hon. John McMackin.

THE JUBILEE OF A BELOVED PRIEST.

Rev. Thomas McLoughlin, pastor of the
Church of the Blessed Sacrament, New Ro-
chelle, one of the dearest friends and stanchest
upholders of Dr. McGlynn, a firm believer in
and constant advocate of the teachings of
He George’s Progress and Poverty, was
i ly honored last August. The Golden
Jubilee of his ;)riest.hood was commemorated
by a five days’ celebration, beginning with a
solemn Jubilee Mass on Monday, August 5.
Archbishop Corrigan and a large number of
Catholic pricsts were present, the sermon
being preached by Bishop J. Farley.

esday was Childrens’ Day, and an en-
tertainment was given in the Parish Hall.
Wednesday there was a reception and parade
of church societies from many of the towns
of Westchester County with which Father
McLoughlin has been connected. Thursday,
in the great hall of the city, some fifteen hun-
gred Isi)eople assembled and {isbened to addresses

ayor Dillon, J. Addison Young, John -
S{er\vin Crosby,, 4

) Augustus Thomas, and
Catholic priests and Protestant ministers;
and finally, to a simple, earnest, sincere,
heart-to-heart talk to his friends by Father
McLoughlin, in the course of which he said:

“I feel deeply the honor which you have
paid me this evening. There are many things
which you have said about me to which 1
object. I admit I have been a fighter. In
the slavery days I was worse than a Republi-
can; I was an Abolitionist., I thank God
I witnessed the downfall of what I fought

ainst and the triumph of what I fought for—
the freedom of the slaves and the preservation
of the Union. At the present day I see with
fear and sorrow the dangers to which our
country is exposed, and, old man as I am,
T feel like ﬁghtin%)a%ain. 2

When he was building his beautiful church,
he said, able-bodied, intelligent, willing men,
many more than could possibly be employed,
came to him “begging for the chance to
work.” And then he told of his belief,
which they have often heard him express,
of the (geat message contained in Igenry
George’s Progress and Poverty.

Among the many messages of good will
received and read were a cablegram from
Justice Keogh, of the Supreme Court. Mayor
Tom L. Johnson, of Cleveland, telegraphed:

“ Accept hearty congratulations. ay you

Google

long be"spared to”continue in your good work
is the prayer of your friend and admirer,
“Tom L. JomNsON.”

The following was received from the Massa-
chusetts League:

“The Massachusetts Single Tax Lenﬁue
tenders congratulations upon the golden
celebration, zm;i mba Hegvenb ha.st.e? that
waiting year of jubilee, the object of your
blemef p¥ayers and labors.

“ Ver?' tnxl% yours,
“C. B. FILLEBROWN. "

SAMUEL SEABURY FOR JUDGE OF
THE CITY COURT.

The New York campaign has resulted in
the nomination on the Anti-Tammany fusion
ticket of Samuel Seabury as Judge of the City
Court. His portrait is presented elsewhere
in the Review. His chances of election are
fairly good; with the labor element he will
run well, and single taxers will of course
support him, whatever they may do regard-
ing the Mayoralty.
m%amuel Seabury is the son of the Rev.
William J. Seabury, D. D., Professor of Can-
on Law in the General Theological Seminary,
and descendant of Bishop Samuel Seabury
the first Bishop of the Protestant Episcopsi
Church in America.

He received his early education in the local
schools, and studied law in the office of the
late Stephen P. Nash, and in the New York
Law Sc%ool, from which he graduated in
1893. He graduated from the Post Graduate
class at the head of his class in the following
year. He was admitted to the Bar in 1894
and became a member of the firm of Seabury
& Pickford, which firm was dissolved in
1895. He then became associated with
Hon. Bankson T. Morgan in the firm of Mor-
gan & Seabury.

He was nominated for Alderman in 1897
by the Citizens’ Union; he declined the nomi-
nation as soon as Henry George’s candidacy
for the Mayoralty was announced.

In 1899 Ke was nominated for Judge of the
City Court liy the Citizens’ Union, Republican
Party, and Independent Labor Party.

He has published a pamphlet for the use
of law students upon “Corporation Law,”
and recently “A Review of the Labor Laws,
Relative to the Rate of Wages and Hours of
Labor in the City of New York.” In an-
other column, in our report of the Ulmer
Park meeting, will be found the address of
Mr. Seabury on the Labor Laws of the State,
a subject which he may almost be said to
have made his own. He is counsel forseveral
important labor unions.

amuel Seabury is one of the strong char-
acters of our movement, a modest, dignified,
studious and conscicutious lawyer. On ques-
tions of political honor he is punctilious;
on questions of law he is the equal of many
men twice his age; and in point of personal
qualities he is attractive and lovable. His
nomination for the eminent judicial position
honors him, for he is a very young man for so
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high an office, but he will in turn honor the
bench, and his election will do credit to
the peoﬂle of New York and prove that they
were able to recognize distinguished legal
fitness and an almost unique persona] in-

tegrity.

EXEMPTING CEMETERIES.

# The Mount Neboh Cemetery Association
of New York was formed in 1847 under an
act which provided that all sales of land
shall be applied to the improvement and
preservation of the cemetery, for incidental
expenses and for no other purposes. The
Association violated this law by applying
the funds received from the sale of lots to
the payment of dividends upon 1its capita!
stock, thinking themselves amply protected
under the Act of 1872, which superseded
the act of 1847 and which provides that:

‘‘No land actually used and occupied for
cemetery purposes shall be sold under
execution or for any tax or assessment, nor
shall such tax or assessment be levied, col-
lected or imposed.”

There is no reason why the lands of ceme-
teries should be free of taxation as long as
such lands are a source of profit to the owners.
The exemption was with the understanding
that the profit should be applied to cemetery
improvements, but it is clear that such ex-
emptions do not accomplish the intended
Elrpose. It turns out to be a land specu-

tors’ law.

Rev. Dr. Minot J. Savage of this city re-
cently preached a sermon on a “Plea for a
Restful Life,” in which he claimed that four
hours’ work a day was the ideal. These cal-
culations are always entertaining, but under
ideal conditions, men would not lead a restful
life, and some would work three hours a day
and some eighteen. But the important thing
is that all would work.

Charles M. Schwab, of the Steel Trust,
has determined to make his residence on
Riverside Drive, New York, and has pur-
chased & site in that exclusive section. Mr.
Schwab is, though an able man, neither a
great nor a ogg one, but the news of his
coming has already put money in the purses
of the owners of adjoining property. One
real estate dealer said: “’I%lere can be no
doubt that Mr. Schwab’s purchase has had
a strong stimulating effect on the value of prop-
erty everywhere in the vicinity. We have re-
cently received directionsfrom clients who have
property for sale in the neiihborhood that
they will not be content with the prices at
which they were lately willing to sell.”
80 those who desire to ive near Mr. Schwab
will have to pay an increased price for that
inestimable privilege. It is an “advan
of location,” and #ﬁferefore to be paid for In
good round figures.

John De Witt Warner is one of the many
corrupting demagogues who shout themselves
jnto prominence between assassinations.—
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New York Sun. Is Mr. Warner included
among the groeﬂ) of those immortals who by
their moral excellence have incurred the anger of
the Sun? It isa long and distinguished list.

PROF. HUXLEY’S INCONSISTENCY.

The recent volume on the life ot Professor
Huxley by his son contains the following
inspiring words addressed to those who
are advocates of an unpopular truth: “I
doubt not,” he says, “that there are truths
as plainly obvious and as generally denied
as those contained in Man’s Place in Nature
now awaiting enunciation. If there is a

oung man of the present generation who
Kas taken as much trouble as I did to assure
himself that they are truths, let him come out
with them, without troubling his head about
the barking of the dogs of St. Ernulphus.
Verdas prevalebii—--some day; and even if
she does not prevail in his time, he himself
will be all the better and wiser for having
tried to help her. And let him recollest
that such great reward is full payment for all
his labor and pains.”

It is hardly necessary to say that Professor
Huxley rarely I_%ave to new truths hospitable
reception. is professions were noble,
his practices usually ignoble. His prejudice
amounted to pettishness; no man pratin
of the scientific spirit was so little inform
by it. Of self-repression and breadth of
mind he had but little, though passionately
declaiming for liberality of judgmenc.
Science, which he pictured as the stern un-
violated handmaiden of truth, became in the
Huxley household the veriest shrew. With-
out making any important -contributions

- to science, Prof. Huxley was nevertheless

a valuable popularizer of much scientific
truth. But when he stepped into the realm
of economics, Science, as he pictured her,
flew out at the back door. His treatment of
the philosophy of Henry George was a sur-
prising instance of the absence of the scientific
spirit. None of the “old women of both
sexes,” as he was fond of stigmatizing a cer-
tain section of his religious opponents, could
have equalled him in the rdle of scold.
Huxley was a man of magnificent profession
and of moderate performance; a bitter and
prejudiced partisan on the side of questions
upon which he was ill-informed, and a faith-
ful servitor of “My Lord” in the interests of
My Lord’s privileged holdings. This ser-
vice will be remembered to the injury of his
fame as a man long after his contributions
to popular scientific discussion shall have
been forgotten.

A TRUE STATEMENT OF THE LAW OF
WAGES FROM A “BENIGHTED

CHINAMAN.”

“The amount of wages is the sum which
must be paid to labor out of a given item of
its production; the rate of wages is the
amount subdivided among all the persons
who perform the labor.” —Ho Yow, Chinese
Consul-General, in September North American.
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Some of the remedies for anarchy advo-
cated by college presidents and professors
are worthy of them. Prof. Eliot of Harvard
wants thumb impressions of all suspected
citizens, but he does not say by whom sus-

ted. Prof. Goldwin 8mith—who, though
it is not apropos of present matters, once said
that poverty cou]cF not be due to private
ownership of land, since there is poverty in
Venice which has no land at alll—proposes to

ive musical education to the masses, be-
eving that music is a moral antidote to the
ana.rcmﬁistic spirit. The spectacle of men
and women playing lutes and harpsichords
before Herr Most suggests great possibilities
for the humorous pictorial artist.

“Within the shadow of great events part
lines are obliterated and the American people
stand shoulder to shoulder, brothers.”—
St. Pawul Globe.

All except the New York Sun, the Brook-
lyn Eagle, and papers of that ilk. These
would make capital out of a tragedy that
they might stifle every form of social protest.
The American people stand shoulder to
shoulder, but these papers and the anarchists
stand alone.

“Comrades of Czolgosz” is the New York
Sun’s amiable characterization of the body
of gincere and earnest minded men who met
at Ulmer Park to celebrate Henry* George's
birthday last month. Croasdale used to say
of the late Charles A. Dana that he was
‘‘the original sin.” But the stiletto that
the elder Dana carried was at least used
with intelligence, if with perfect indifference
as to the commandment against bearing
false witness. Dana the elder may have been
the original s&in, but Dana the younger is
not even original.

The reason why the New York Sun has
cha.nﬁed its politics so often is that it might
round out its career as a vilifier of the repu-
tations of the good men of all parties for
half a century.

At the recent convention of the Inter-
national graphical Union, Chas. Govan
of New York, an old and well-known single
taxer, introduced a resolution that a com-
mittee of five be appointed “to consider the
relation of taxes to wages.” It failed to pass
because of a Socialist’s opposition, but it was
pefeated by only eight votes, which was a
partial victory for the friends of freedom.
A resolution almost identical with that of
Mr. Govan’s introduced by Mr. A. J. Boulton
at the convention of the New York State
Federation of Labor, was’ i‘triumphan‘%y
carried, and the committee appointed. e
hopi to present ere long a report of their
work.
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MOODY’'’S MANUAL OF CORPORATION
SECURITIES.

have received from John Moody,

We

'35 Nassau street, New York City, “Moody’s

Manual of Corporation Securities,” $7.50
in cloth and $10 in flexible leather. It is the
second annual number, and appears in Sep-
tember of each year. It is a book of 1,500
})ages, and is the standard reference volume
or investment securities of every nature.
This publicntion, supplemented by a com-
plete index, is invaluable as a means of ready
reference to those who wish to learn the facts
concerning incorporated companies, their
capitalization, their bonded debt, their rate
of dividends, their equipment and manage-
ment, their officers and directors.

The information is remarkably well ar-
ranged, is easy to get at, and will be useful
not onlv to investors, but to all students of
railroad, and industrial
statistics.

THE BURDENS OF LOCAL TAXATION
AND WHO BEARS THEM.

Now that Mr. Thos. G. Shearman is dead
it is no light compliment to say of Lawson
Purdy, Secretary of the New York Tax
Reform Association, that he is the highest
authority among us on the incidence of tax
ation. He has demonstrated his remarkable
capacity anew by his little pamphlet just
issued, ‘ “The Burdens of Local Taxation and
Who Bears Them.” It is not a special plea
for any kind of taxation; it is solely a state-
ment of incidence. But so admirably is this
done, and so remarkable is it as a specimen of
condensation and of English as it can be
written, that if one master completely all
its facts, it is hardly an exaggeration to say
that he has acquired a fairly liberal education
upon the subject of local taxation. The
opinions of many economists are appended,
and nearly all find it impossible to dissent from
its conclusions, and most are in hearty accord.
Copies will be mailed upon application, ac-
companied by two cents in postage, to Lawson

y. 111 Broadway, New York éity.

THE PRACTICE OF CHARITY.

Such is thetitle of a little book written by E.
T. Devine, Secretary of the Charity Organization
of New York, and published by Lentilhon & Co.
of that city, inappropriately handy form.
It appears from its sub-title to be onlyone
of a series which are to be called “Hand-
Books for Practical Workers.” So there are
more to follow of the same sort. Its cover,
not to speak prematurely of its contents,
is in appearance like Trautwine’s Engineering
Guide, or the little handbooks on milit
tactics. Nor does the likeness end here. It
seems to be universa.llﬁ conceded by ac-
knowleged experts in the profound science
of helping the needy that something more
than elementary education is required for
thorough proficiency. Most of us are in the
position of amateur givers, members of the

manufacturing,
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awkward squad, as it were, requiring through
handbooks of this character to be drilled into
some sort of effciency. It seems that be-
fore giving at all the traditional history of
charity, innumerable admonitions, and care-
fully prepared charts are to be mastered and
that these are to be consulted with every re-
currence of the charitable impulse, and
their application to every individual case to
be learned by heart. The practice of benevo-
lence is therefore at once a philosophy and a
science, and partakes of the qualities of the
speculative and practical.

“Organized charity,” said Daniel Cava-
nagh, of the Manhattan Single Tax Club,
one night from the truck in a moment of
epiendid inspiration, “think of organizing
Love.”

. GOVERNMENT, BY JOHN 8. CROSBY.

From the press of Peter Eckler of this city
comes ‘‘Government, An Inquiry into the
Nations and Functions of the State,” by
John 8. Crosby; paper, 25 cents.

We imagine that the chapters of Mr.
Crosby’s work devoted to Labor, Capital
and Land Tenure will meet with more generai
acceptance even by non-gingle-taxers than
those devoted to Money and what Mr. Crosby
terms “Corporate Privilege.”” All single
taxers will not agree with the conclusions
of these two chapters. It does not seem
to us that Mr. Crosby has accurately de-
fined in a book that is quite remarkable
for its clearness what he calls “The grant
of corporate power.” If this means the law
of limited liability, as elsewhere it seems to
mean, then many single taxers will venture to
differ with the great orator of our movement
as to the results of such law, and the good
that would come of its abolition.

Mr. Crosby says: ‘‘The excuse generally
offered for incorporating private companies
is that the public interests demand the
prosecution of many enterprises too great for
unaided individual effort and capital.” If
it is the law of limited liability which Mr.
Croeby has in mind he has not fully stated
the proposition. The “excuse” is that in
the absence of the limited liability law men
would be deterred, because of the risks in-
volved, from entering into enterprises re-
quiring large capital: hence the conferring of
such immunity upon corporations.

It is hard to see what other privileges are
included in the grant of corporate power save
this immunity, and those special privileges
to which single taxers are afl’ opposed, privi-
leges and monopolies which may be as suc-
cessfully used by individuals working as

artners. It is curious that, perceiving, as

r. Crosby does, the true limitations of
government, he should nevertheless advocate
more government, that is, the prosecution
of the debtor by the State to the last penny
of his belongings, rather than the utter
sbglition of all laws for the collection of

ebt.

We think Mr. Crosby’s proposition is un-
tenable, but little space is left us in this
number of the REviEW for a further examina-
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tion of his contentions. This task must be
left to some future occasion. Many single
taxers, too, will find much to dissent from
in his chapter on Money, but with that
portion of the book which deals with the
true principles of land tenure and the canons
of taxation they will be in hearty accord.
These are stated with unusual clearness,
though we miss the eloguent passages which
one might expect to find, and which, united
with the bell-like voice, the henign countenance
and splendid presence, have so thrilled the
audiences that have sat lfgell bound
at the feet of the Wendell Phillips of our
movemen

All single taxers should send for this heok
gince it is both interesting and suggustive.

J. D. M.

LOVE’S REVIEW OF “DEMOCRACY AND
SOCIALISM."”

Though the conclusions of Max Hirsch
will gratify every single taxer, I incline to be-
lieve that some of his ﬁremises hardly justify
the conclusions—that he is somewhat in the
position of one who havintf been led through
a wilderness by an able gui e, and attem lﬁgﬁ
too soon to be a guide himself, gets con!
in the woods. At one place wofully—the
Austrian thicket of “Value”—where, by fol-
lowing Boehm-Bawerk, an economic will-of-
the-wisp, he falls into a veritable swamp,
asserting that value depends primarily, not
upon the amounts of labor or equivalents of
labor the valued thing will exchange for, but
upon its utility, and that it springs from a
desire on the part of consumers for the useful
thing, a theory that seems plausible to the
“economists” he follows. But we must
reflect that they do not agree in their defini-
tions of wealth, except in that it is something
that has value. “The point,” says GeoTe
“on which the political economy foun ed
by Adam Smith has been constantly at sea, is
that it could not recognize a distinction
tween two kinds of value—the values of thin
(products of labor) which constitute an addi-
tion to the common stock, and the valuea of
things (land, bonds, slaves, etc.) which add
nothing to the common stock, but simply
affect the distribution of what already ex-
ists in the common stock. It could not be a
political economy until it had defined wealth
and it could not define wealth until it
recognized a distinction between the two
kinds of value.”

At “Interest” is another soft place where
he sinks over shoe-tops, saying: “Natural
interest is the result of the extension of labor
in time”—(apparently making interest co-
terminous with labor’>—and “The capitalist
therefore buys productive instruments at
the present value of the sum of their ultimate

ucts,” etc., also speaking of the “capital-
18t who purchases productive instruments,
materials, tools, and labor.” Thus, in usin
the terms “productive instruments” insteag
of capital, “buys” and “purchases” instead
of exchanges, and specifically including labor
in “productive instruments,” while at the
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same time dangerously using the terms
“ goods,” ‘“present googs,” “future goods,”
as paraphrases for “ wealth,” and “production

" a8 something distinct from capital,
Ee seems not to have quite grasped the mag-
nificent exposition of interest in Progress and
Poverty.

However, it will be thought invidious to
bark at a work which is likely, because of the
rank of its publishers and the solemnity of
its looks, to influence a scholastic class hitherto
unreachable, and a book which, after all, in
defending liberty, ably controverts the liberty-
destroying theories of “State Socialism.”

James Love.

PERSONALS.

Marian Macdaniel Grady, wife of Franklin
Grady (who was at one time actively identi-
fied with the single tax movement in the
Btate of Texas) died in New York City on
Sept. 7. As Marian Dana Macdaniel Mrs. Grady
became widely known to single taxers
throughout the country by her efficient
work as secretary of the Single Tax Letter
‘Writing Corps, which she conducted for some
time. She was an enthusiastic advocate of
the single tax and other liberal principles
and was a close friend of Henry George and
his family.

Carl Schurz said of an address of the Rev.
Herbert Bigelow that it was “remarkably
thoughtful and most brilliant in expression.’

‘We regret to announce the death of Christian
Mack, president of Ann Arbor Savings Bank
and father-in-law of Willis J. Abbott.

James W. Benlangee, one of the original
E‘romot,ers of Fairhope, addressed the Single

ax Club of Buffalo at the Builders’ Exchange,
in August, on the history of the colony.

The Union County (Pa.) Democratic Con-
vention have placed in nomination for District
Attorney Lee Francis Lybarger.

Mr. Pleydell retires from the editorship of
Justice, the single tax weekly of Wilmington,
Del., and his place is taken by A. R. Saylor.
Stephen Bell continues his interesting weekly
etters.

Lawson Purdy’s name was prominently
mentioned a8 New York’s fusion candidate
for President of the Board of Aldermen.

When the ballot reform agitation was at
its height some years ago & meeting was held
at the Federal Club in the up-town portion
of New York. Senator Saxton was the ’1!)rin-
cipal speaker. On the platform were Theo-
dore Roosevelt and Ernest Howard Crosby,
then Republican Assemblyman. In the au-
dience was Sydney Ulrich, a well-known New
York single taxer. Senator Saxton’s speech
was strongly Democratic, in the broad mean-
ing of that term. Mr. Ulrich was quick to
appreciate the strong points of the speaker,g
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address, for to Mr. Ulrich, as to Senator Sax-
ton, genuine ballot reform meant a great
deal. It was the latter who led the applause.
As the meeting was brought to a close, Mr.
Roosevelt sprang from the platform and, ad-
vancing toward Mr. Ulrich, held out his
hand. “Will you kindly tell me your name?”
asked the future President.

“My name is Sydney Ulrich. But why do
you ask?”

“1 want to present you to Senator Saxton,”
said Roosevelt, and, turning to the Senator:
“This is Mr. Ulrich, Senator, who led the
applause and evinced a most intelligent inter-
est in the strong points of your address.”
Then to Mr. Ulrich: “Are you a Republican?”

“No, I am a Henry George democrat,” an-
swered Ulrich, as he shook hands with the
Senator.

What changes have taken place in the
years that have elapsed! Saxton, we believe
is dead; Roosevelt is President of the United
States, and Ernest Howard Crosby is one of
the ever-growing army of “Henry George
democrats,” besides po. ing & reputation
as a writer that is international.

Louis Le Saulnier, of Red Bud, Illinois, one
of the most indefatigable workers for the
great cause, was recently a visitor in New

ork. He is a man of striking personality,
and few men in the movement ‘l)mve mnge
greater sacrifices for principle.

In another column we present a biographi-
cal sketch of Frank Warren. It is impossible
not to feel an interest in Mr. Warren’s pro-
ject. We are not an advocate of the emigra-
tion of our African population as a means of
solving the Negro problem. Single taxers do
not believe there is, in any real sense, a Negro

roblem at all—that what appears to be such
18 only one phase of the great industrial prob-
lem. But Mr. Warren’s plan is of value for
other reasons. It will be watched with interest.

Samuel B. Clarke, formerly partner of
Secretary of War Root, of the law firm of
Root and Clarke, was recently offered by
President McKinley the position of Judge
of the United States Court for the Southern
District of New York. Mr. Clarke is the
author of the very valuable article, “A
Lawyer’s Reply to Criticisms on the éingle
Tax,” first published in the Harvard Law
Review, and afterwards issued in ﬁamphlet
form. Mr. Clarke was associated with Tom L.
Johnson as counsel for anumberof important
street railway interests.

Mr. and Mrs. William Lloyd Garrison have
returned from their European trip.

As we go to press we learn that Robert
Baker has been nominated for Sheriff of
Kings County on the Anti-Tammany fusion
ticket. Mr. Baker has an excellent chance
of election, and as he is a single taxer whose
name is familiar to nea.rly every reader of the
REviEW, we can wish him no worse fortune
than an election by an overwhelming ma-
jority. And Bob deserves it all,
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PROGRESS OF THE MOVEMENT BY STATES.

CALIFORNIA, Los ANGELES.—The single tax
cause in California is progressing, though not
as rapidly as ardent friends of the movement
desire. %he demand for literature in South-
ern California is increasing. The office of
Ralph Hoyt, at 241 Douglas Building, Los
Angeles, is headquarters for single taxers in
that portion of the State, and every man and
woman of our faith who visits Los Angeles is
cordially invited to call there, and “feel at
home.” Also to obtain literature for free dis-
tribution.

Mr. Hoyt continues to furnish single tax
articles regularly for a large number of news-
papers in California and elsewhere.

n the first of this month the active advo-
cates of our principles organized what they
call ‘“The Tom Johnson Municipal Club”
of Los Angeles. The object of the organi-
zation is to promote just taxation, as repre-
sented by the able and courageous Mayor of
Cleveland, Ohio. Though the club appeals
to and will admit to membership all respecta-
ble men and women desirous to join it, re-
gardless of political affiliations or preferens:ﬂi
uncompromising single taxers are and wi
continue to be the controlling factors of the
organization. The first public meeting will
be held within a few weeks, when the club
hopes to be fairly launched for the great cam-
paign inbehalf of equal rights for all with special
privileges to none. The officers are as follows;

President, Ralph Hoyt; Vice-President,
Wm. 8. Creighton; Recording Secretary, H. 8.
Dessau; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Ethel
P. Bailey; Treasurer, J. H. Blagge.

An executive committee of five members,
with the President as Chairman, was also
chosen. It is the intention to open corres-
pondence with numerous persons throughout
the country, and get in touch with as many
gingle taxers and other progressive thinkers
of the right kind as possible. .

Following is the preamble adopted, which
precedes a brief constitution: .

“Lovers of the Great Republic, as conceived
and shaped by the genius of Jefferson and
exemplified in the administrations of his im-
mediate successors in the Presidential chair—

“Those apprehending the infallible truth
that Democracy and special privilege cannot
live together, the preservation and maintenance
of the one involving the overthrow and de-
struction of the ~th=-—

‘Those hostile to :ne idea of an Imperial
Republic, with colonial dependencies, and
those who recognize that Home Rule em-
braces within its proper scope and purview
the exercise of local option in taxation— .

“Those who contend that important public
utilities should be controlled and administered
by the chosen servants of the people in the
interests of the common welfare, and that
the ideal and only proper source of govern-
mental revenues is the communal product
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(ground rent), exempting the individual
product derived from lago

“All citizens awakened to an enthusiastic
appreciation of the progressive administra-
tion of the city affairs of Cleveland, Ohio,
under the guidance of a Mayor imbued with
the sentiments set forth in this preamble
have united in the organization of the TOM
JOHNSON MUNICIPAL CLUB, OF LOS
ANGELES, and have subscribed their names
to the following constitution:”

Hon. Joseph L tt, the well-known
writer and orator of San Francisco, continues
to pour “hot shot” into landlordism every
week, through the columns of that fearless
and worthy paper, the Star. He also, oc-
casionally, succeeds in working an article into
the Ezxaminer, which paper has once more
opened its columns for the discussion of
economic questions.

All single taxers in California have their
eyes turned toward Mayor Tom Johnson,
and eagerly read everything they can get
hold of relating to his grand work in Ohio.
They also feel a deep interest in the ap-
proaching local option campaign in Colorado,
and it is possible that the Golden State may,
later on, send one or two speakers into the
Silver State to help insure a victory.

SAN Francisco ( Special, Edgar Pome-
roy) — It was unde-r the auspices of the
San Francisco society that the Henry George
Memorial Services were held in the now his-
toric Metropolitan Temple, in San Francisco.
Chas. K. Stern, the President of the society.
Premded Judge Maguire and Rev. Robert
Whitaker, author of ‘Smith’s Valley,”
‘Wanted: An Original Deed,” etc., were to
have addressed the meeting, but owing to the
death of Mrs. Whitaker the latter was unable
to be present. Judge Maguire delivered an
impressive oration, loaded with love for the
cause and logic for the scholar. Undoubtedly
new men were won over to common sense at
the meeting.

The great water front and teamsters’ and
machinists’ strike is at its height. Things are
tied up pretty thoroughly. Grain and hay
lies waiting to be moved from the fields to
the markets. Rain is threatening. The Em-
ployers’ Association—the real promoters of
the strike—are determined to destroy the
labor unions. It is hard in such exciting
times,in the heat of the struggle, to get men
to come and reason together, but on Labor
Day our indefatigable champion, James G.
Maguire, addressed jan immense throng in
San Francisco and I herewith quote from
his address*

NO FREEDOM OF CONTRACT.

Bo long as organized labor stands for liberty,
equality and justice—the principles sym-
bolized by the flag of our country, borne so
conspicuously in every hand to-day—as its
ultimate end and aim it should have and will
have the sympathy of all real supporters of
these principles, in spite of any seeming in-
consistencies into which it may be forced
in its unequal strugglite agains the powers

r—
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of monopoly which now dominate our in-
dustrial system.

The most effective charge made against the
labor unions is that their system .interferes
with the personal liberties and rights of indi-
vidual employers and employees and inter-
feres with the freedom of contract whick is
an essential element of personal liberty. It
must be conceded that the trades union

stem does interfere with the freedom of in-

ividual contracts, and to that extent it is
violative of one of the great principles for
B hich the unions stand as an ultimate; but

at interference is nominal only because
under the present monopoly system of industry
there is no such thing as freedom of contract
on the part of laborers seeking employment.
Freedom of contract involves economic free-
dom on the part of the laborer—an alternative
and opportunity to reject the employment
and support himself by the independent ap-
plication of his labor to the natural sources
of subsistence. Laborers have not that
alternative now, nor will they have it until
monopoly ceases to maintain its control
of industry. When that happy time shall
come no man will more earnestly demand of
labor its natural right of freedom of contract
than I, but in that day labor will have no
difficulty in securing and maintaining that
freedom. Until that time shall come it is
idle to say that labor unions interfere with
freedom of contracts on the part of laborers,
for if the labor unions were obliterated
laborers would have no such freedom.

Ernest H. Crosby’s splendid articlein the-
Eraminer’s Symposium is giving great satis
faction to single taxers here. The whole
article ought to be republished in pamphlet
form by single taxers and distributed in
strike centers.

We have just received a new and we hope
in the future a prominent and earnest new
member; our worthy gresident has just
received a ten-pound baby girl. The single
taxers of Oakland feel as if they all have
a right to the young lady, so long has W. C.
Becﬁ been identified with the movement in
this city.

The Pilgrim Brotherhood, a Congregational
organization of Oakland, undertook todebate:
“’E.esolved: That Capital and Labor can be
brought into harmonious relations.” The
subject was well handled by churchmen and
Socialists, but the views of all were pessi-
mistic, and no practical methods, even by
the acknowledgment of those taking part
in the discussion, were available. After
adjournment the Single Taxers got in their
work on the side.

The conditions in Oakland call for hard

ropaganda work on the part of singletaxers.

e city is handed over by the present coun-
cil, body and soul, to the gas and water
companies, not to speak of the street rail-
rodds. Water rates are going way up, land-
lords are increasing rents in proportion to
water rates, and we are truly between the
devil and the water. The newspapers will
uot publish single tax articles, or even corres.
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pondence from single taxers. “XKicking” is
general. To meet a deficit the council has
passed a new license law. They levy a tax on
all signs on stores, sidewalks, offices, &e.
What a howl the merchants are making, but
not even they point the council to the value
of franchises or watered stock.

The Single Tax League will resume meet-
i:ﬁr on Tuesday, October 1, when the Revizw

ill be presented for subscribers, etc. I
find members of the San Francisco society
ignorant of its existence and delighted to
hear of its publication. We wish the Re-
viBw long life and prosperity.

8an Francisco, Special Correspondenc®
Stephen Potter.—At all our meetings i
is our custom to sell literature and circu"
late cards inviting application for single
tax literature. The sales on this oc-
casion were large, and the applications for
literature numerous, indicating that the
Judge’s words had inspired further inquiry
on the part of such of his listeners as were
not already single taxers. From time to
time we have gained many recruits through
this method of following up the work of our
speakers at public meetings, and we antici~
pate that the harvest will be equally good from
this our last appeal to the public. Since the visit
of Rev. Herbert Bigelow to San Francisco
we have held no public meetings, but our
work has been in the nature of the distri-
bution of literature, which we have done on
a very 1 scale, and there is no nook or
cranny of the State hardly which we have not
reached. Nor have we stopped at the
limits of the State. Mr. Wells Drury, a
journalist of high repute in this community,
contributed a number of single tax articlee
for the Nevada press, with the gratifying
result that we were inundated with appli-
cations from that State, and several contri-
buting members to the support of the San
Francisco Society were obtained from this
source, and a very large number of con-
verts secured. Mr. Emmuleuth, who is
doing such grand work in the Hawaiian
Islands, has kept in communication with us,
and through his mediumship our philosoph
is taking root in those far away islands. W’g
have not failed to take advantage of the
existing differences between our merchants
and their employees, and suitable literature
has been placed in the hands of the contend-
ing parties constantly from the beginning
of the trouble. The headquarters of the
unions and local libraries are kept well sup-
plied, and every public meeting finds our
representatives active in the work of dis-
tribution, and we find the demand fully
equal to the supply. One detail of our
work is the furnishing to inquirers for in-
formation regarding the single tax of 120
four months’ subscriptions to Vierth’s Why?
and this list, owing to the many inquiries
received, will probably be doubled at our
next business meeting, which meetings are
held monthly. Over ten thousand pieces
of literature of various kinds have been
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circulated in San Francisco since the be-
ginning of the strike. In addition to this
class of work social meetings are being held
at the residences of the members, to which
inquirers are invited, and this form of propa-
ganda will be continued through the winter
months. It has also been suggested that a
series of public meetings be held, but this
suggestion has not yet taken shape.

ILuivois, Chicago.—Too much cannot be
said in praise of the persistent effort to es-
tablish the single tax in this city. The
Chicago single tax club has taken up the
stand for practical politics, it is now on the
eve of its third campaign, which will take
place the coming spring. Our results have
been gratifying, to say the least. Our second
campaign doubled the vote of the first and
our coming campaign can be nothing but good
in its influence. The Chicago Chronicle of this
city has had the endorsement of the club
for the abolition of personal property taxes,
and the paper publishes all articles received
on this question. A great field is now
opened here, as the taxes on personal property
can not be abolished without State legis-
lation for local option in taxation. The
club has been distributing hundreds of
thousands of papers and leaflets throughout
the State and city, and many inquiries come
from various parts of the State, which denote
the activity resulting from our efforts. The
movement has been a success from the
start, the members are better pleased to
talk the truth than to follow leaders who
stand for absurdities. We now see hope in
our movement that heretofore has been
lying dormant except when we had a chance
to choose between bad and evil by endorsing
either of the old parties.

MaINE, Bangor.—Miss Anita Trueman lec-
tured on the evening of September 28 at
this place in the Y. M. C. A. building. She
was well received.

Micaiaan, Detroit, Sept. 19.—The Ripper
police department and some of the t,ouih
elements of the city have entered upon the
systematic persecution of Tom Bawden,
whose single tax wagon has been on our
Campus Martius or public square almost
every warm evening for five years. It is a
wagon from which Crosby, John Z. White,
Rev. H. S. Bigelow and other single taxers
have spoken.

Bawden, though often indiscreet in his al-

lusions to religion and to persons, and al-
though he sometimes uses vulgar and pro-
fane words and expressions in%lis speeches,
is a sincere single taxer and has many con-
verts among the poorer classes who crowd
around his wagon eagerly.

But his bitter tongue has offended the
land monopolists, the respectable rich class,
represent g‘y the commissioner of police
who holds office by the grace of the State
Legislature and Senator McMillan, and he has
equally offended the tough elements as repre-
sented by the notorious ex-convict, Billy
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Considine, a saloon keeper in this city.
Considine is supposed to have geen re-
:lponmble for the attempt to blow up Baw-
en’s wagon with a giant firecracker last
summer. He was standing close to the
wagon at the time, and it is certain that
he was not there because of any svmpathy
with the single tax cause. he crowd
thought that Billy was the guilty person, and
chased him through severﬁu alleys and dis-
figured him considerably in a lawless way.

The police commissioner, last May, is-
sued an order that Bawden should refrain
from speaking on the Campus Martius, and
attempted to enforce this order by a squad
of mounted policemen. It led to a riot, in
which several persons were seriously hurt, the
mob siding with Bawden. This so fright-
ened the comissioner that he announced
he would have no more to do with the Campus
Martius. Mayor Maybury and some of the
newspapers openly espoused Bawden’s side of
the dispute and denounced the police com-
missioner for his arbitrary assumption of
power.

The police commissioner retired in good
order, apparently defeated, but he bided his
time.  After the assassination of President
McKinley, when popular feeling was running
exceedingly high, he had police officers
stand close to Bawden’s wagon while Tom
was speaking, with orders to arrest him on the
slightest excuse.

DBawden was arrested on Sept. 10, on the
charge of violating the city ordinance against
disorderly conduct. The disorderly conduct
consisted of alleged utterances of an irreverent
and seditious nature.

As Bawden was being conducted to_jail
the crowd pressed close to his heels. Bl“{
Considine was there, and he is charged wit
having knocked down one of Bawden's con-
verts, & bright young man named Anthony
Walich, who, still feeble from his illness in
the Spanish-American war, was unable to
defend himself. The Spanish war veteran’s
only offense against Considine appears to
have been that of having been shoved against
the tough in the crowd.

Bawden’s friends were not permitted to
see him that night, and an application to

ive bail was refused until the next morning.
ﬂ should be understood that it has not been
the practice in Detroit to make arrests for
violations of ordinances—the accused are
merely summoned to appear in court.

Bawden was found guilty 133' a ;ury in the

lice court, the prejudice and feeling caused

y the assassination being used for all it was
worth. So powerful was this that Mayor
Maybury and the  newspapers deserted
Bawden utterly. The charge that he used
words that would appear to be anarchistic
s too thin to bear examination in times of
sober judgment. Bawden was merely usi
the assassination to point a single tax moral,
and distinctly expressed sympathywith the
President and horror at the crime. He did it
in a clumsy way and may have been mis-
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understood by some who were filled with
passion.

He has appealed the case to the recorder’s
court, and if beaten there, will take it to the
State Supreme Court; for the right of free
s'IE;;aech on the public streeta is involved.

e police commissioner has announced that
Bawden will not be permitted to speak on the
Campus on any subject, although otherspeak-
ers and the Salvation Army are not dis-
turbed.

Minnesora, MINNEAPOLIS.—Wehave to-day
presented to the public library of this city
by lgermiss;ion of the library r{oard, a bust
of Henry George. It is to be placedin the
newspaper reading room, where the common
people, whose friend and champion we was,
most congregate.

The Rev. 8. W. Sample leaves this city
Monday or Tuesday, expecting to take u
his residence in Denver, assuming the wor
left leaderless by the death of the lamented
Myron Reed.

1880UR1, KaNsas CiTy.—The Kansas City
8ingle Tax Association has sent one thousand
additional copies of its special 90-page book-
let to the Australian Tax League at 312
Jackson Building, Denver, Colo. A good-
sized cash contribution is also planned for
the help of the Colorado campaign.

Mayor Reed of Kansas City, Missouri,
Mayor Craddock of Kansas City, Kansas,
have each sent their checks for ten dollars
towards the work of the Single Tax Association.

At the discussions during the past year of
the Kansas City Economic League the single
taxers propounded fully ten questions to
every one asked by others.

Missour1, St. Louis.—(Special Correspon-
dence L. P. Custer.) On the 25th of September
the 8t. Louis Single Tax League held a
memorial meeting as a tribute to our de-

friend and brother member, John J.
e¢Cann. Prof. J. W. Caldwell and Dr. Wm.
Preston Hill delivered addresses, in which
eloquence and pathos were equally blended
and out of which was rounded as beautiful and
glowing a tribute to the memorfr of a departed
spirit as was ever paid.Dr. Hill is a capitalist
and owner of vast landed possessions. He
has been a contributor to the cause for some
ears, but only recently participated actively
in the work of the League. His elocution
and diction were simply masterful, and the
force of his delivery was terrific. His effort
took everybody by storm. While many
of us were on familiar terms with the Doctor
we didn’t know he possesed such qualities of
oratory as were shown, hence the surprise was
perfect. Prof. Caldwell at one time occupied
the pulpit, and is a well-known speaker of
distinction. In his case we knew what to
expect and were not disappointed. Another
new face and power as an orator was brought
to the front at this meeting—a Mr. Cook,
who came forward to participate in this
tribute to the memory of his friend, and
was called upon. He responded briefly, but
with such eloquence as has seldom been heard
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within our single tax doors. Mr. Cook
has never affiliated with our organization,
but we hope to enlist him now. The fol-
lowing testimonial and the following reso-
lutions were adopted by the League:

“The Bard of Avon tells us that

All the world’s a stage

And all the men and women merely actors.
All have their entrances and exits,

And each one in his time plays many parts.

“John J. McCann has played his part in the
great tragedy of social life hereabouts and has
taken his exit from earthly activities. It
can be truthfully said of him that he tried to
8o live and act as to leave the world a little
better than when he came into it. This,
in our estimation, is the grandest endeavor
that men can aspire to.

“He was a disciple of Henry George and
the most conspicuous member of this organi-
zation; most conspicuous because he initiated
measures that brought him into conflict
with the ‘powers that be,’ i. e., special
interests an J)ubl.ic officials influenced thereby,
and was landed in jail for refusing to be a
party to a species of legal blackmail for
the privilege of engaging in a lawful and
legitimate occupation. He sought to point
out to the people that these special interests
were being favored by public servantsin the
assessment and collection of taxes and, as an
object lesson, which all might see, suffered
incarceration in our city workhouse rather
than submit to being officially robbed,
(licensed.)

“This heroic self-sacrifice in order to ad-
vance a great principle, raised him high
in the esteem of thousands of ple, noj
alone in this community, but all over the
world, and he received numerous evidences
of it in the form of communications from

ns remduﬁl in this country and abroad.
asny of his fellow citizens in the State and
here in his home city pay homage to his
memory for what he did in behalf of
public righteousness, and sometime this
for him will be crystalized into
legislation and a monument will rear its
apex toward the sky as a tardy ition
from a benefited people for what he did
for them.

“Although the esteem of his fellow-men
was a great consolation to him, his individual
fortunes and general welfare suffered. He
was warned that such would be the case,
but duty, as he saw it, called and he never
wavered. His law practice and real estate
business was wrecked, but that made no
difference to a mind like his. No loved ones
were dependent upon him and he refused
to selfishly consider his own personal interests
as of more consequence than those of the
masses, whose interests he felt required
sacrifices from some one. PRut the strain
under which he subjected himself, previous
to and in connection with the court pro-
ceedings leading up to his workhouse ex-
perience, made sad inroads upon his physical

owers and finally brought him low, and
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now his bodily remains lie mouldering
beneath a spreading tree in Calvary, while
his glpirit goes marching on.

“To the memory of John J. McCann
this organization owes much. He fought
his battles with the powers that be and per-
mitted the League to reap the credit and
prestige, never considerinf his personal in-
terests as involved; therefore, in conformity
to these declarations, be it

Resolved: That this testimonial and ac-
companying resolutions be entered upon
the minutes of the League; that the press be
offered a copy and that they be progerly

and presented to the family of the
deceased brother as a token of our regard
for him while he was in our midst.

Resolved: That a copy be sent to each of
the different single tax publications in this
and foreign countries in order that those
who appreciated his labors for justice may be
apprised of his retirement from the earthly
stage he trod so acceptably.”

nly a short time previous to McCann's
death the League was called upon to hold
services in honor of the memory of another
valuable member departed, r. J. W.
Evans, an attorney, formerly of Omaha. Mr.
Evans was a powerful speaker and an earnest
disciple of Henry George, though he seldom
found time to participate actively in the
movement, being a very busy man.

Mr. Evans visited Mexico to look after
some landed interests and contracted small-
pox from which he died.

Our Henry George anniversary celebration
takes place on Wednesday evening, Oct.
9. Dr. Herbert S. Bigelow of Cincinnati will
deliver the principal address. Dr. Hill and
Mr. Cook, referred to above, will participate
and the daughter of one of our wheel horses,
Gus Menger, Miss Eva Menger, will play
a violin solo, accompanied on the piano by
Miss Forshaw, daughter of another of the
faithful. We anticipate a successful meeting.

Dr. Bigelow goes from here to Jefferson
City and will probably speak in the hall of
the House of Representatives, after which
he returns to Cincinnati for his pulpit en-
gagement the following Sunday.

An international conference of single
taxers is on tapis. I have consulted Louis
F. Post and received from him a letter fa-
vorable to such an undertaking to be held
here in St. Louis during the World’s Fair in
1903, and having been empowered by our
local League to act as provisional secretary
pending formal organization and call, I have
prepared a letter 1nviting correspondence on
the subject, which, together with a cop
of Post’s letter, I will soon send out to all
single tax publications and friendly papers
f)enera.lly, in this and foreign countries.

ur World’s Fair promises to be the grandest
ever projected, and the time will be ripe for
another conference, and I believe it a good
idea to start the agitation at once.

NEw York.—Mr. P. A. Potter, representing
the New York Tax Reform Association, has
been in Niagara county for about a month
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teaching tax reform. He is meeting with
some success, but the indomitable ignorance
of some of the local officials is illustrated
in an instance reported by the Niagara Falls
Gazette:

“At the conclusion of his argument Mr.
Potter asked the council to pass resolutions
endorging the proposition to do away with the
bond and mortgage tax and for general tax
reform.

Alderman Maloney, when he had com-
pleted, asked several questions regarding the
exemption of bonds from taxation and then
made positive declaration of his feelings on the
matter, which were clearly in opposition to
those of the Tax Reform Association.

“‘If any such thing as that ever l)med,'
he said, ‘J. Pierpont Morgan would own
every city in the g:.abe in a year's time.’

‘ Alderman Maloney was considering the
unlimited bonding of cities without taxation,
and when Mr. Potter tried to explain that a
limit could be fixed at any percentage, he
did not hear, but continued:

“‘I for one would not vote for any such
resolution as that. Anything that J. Pier-
pont Morgan wants the people better fight
shy of.’” Then some one moved that the
regular order of business be taken up, and
the incident of tax reform closed with no
further action.”

Alderman Maloney is evidently fitted
for the position he occupies if he 1magines
that taxes on bonds and mortgages are paid
by Mr. Morgan and his class. Such taxes
are paid by the people as a whole, who are
the ﬂorrowers: but to explain why to Alder-
man Maloney would probably be a waste of
time.

New Yorx, BurrarLo.—There seems to be
no single tax news here to speak of. Club
meetings continue, but we have had no out-
side speakers except, in August, Mr. Bell-
anger of Fairhope Colony and Miss Margaret
Hﬁ:y, the enterprising Chicago school
teacher who, with Miss Goggin, has uncovered
so much untaxed property in Illinois. Both
meetings were most interesting.

The local campaign this fall is warming up.
A. J. Elias, Democratic candidate for the
mayoralty nomination, is making a vigorous
canvass on a platform in which equality of
assessments, taxation of franchises, and en-
couragement to industry are prominent
demands.

Omnro, CoLuMpus.—More than a year has
passed since the Columbus Single Tax Asso-
ciation has held a meeting and there is no
immediate prospect of any meetings in the
future. The organization, however, is not
defunct, and should oeccasion justify would
be called together for active work. Its
members prefer to work as individuals in
other organizations and much effective work
has been done. OQOur president, J. S. Mac-
lean, recently gave an excellent single tax
address at a banquet given by the Columbus
Board of Trade, at which were present several
hundred of the leading business and pro-
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fessional men of the city. With rapier-like
wit Mr. Maclean thrust upon his hearers
lesson after lesson on single tax, both with
and without the label, and as each point was
made the applause, loud and prolonged,
showed that single tax doctrines were taking
strong hold of the members of thiscommunity.

The agitation of the taxation question by
Mr. Johnson is stimulating imitation in
Columbus as well as other parts of the State
and nation. Mr. Carlos Trevitt, an ex-
candidate for nomination as representative
on the Democratic ticket, has brought suit
to enforce the Auditor of this county to put
the Union Depot Company's property on the
tax duplicate for $760,000.00 instead of
$400,000.00, the Auditor having refused
to increase the assessment notwnthstandi.n%
the action of the County and State Boards o
Equalization in valuing the property at
$750,000.00, which is about one-third of its
value.

One of the attorneys having the case in
charg;.-s is E. L. Hyneman, ex-secretary of
the first Ohio single tax league.

Equalization of taxation is being forced
upon the notice of Ohioans from many sides,
and some radical action is quite sure to be
taken toward this end by the next legis-
lature.

The Press-Post has been going through a
sea of trouble with its news writers who
formed a News Writers’ Unionand undertook
to dictate to the owners what should go into
its columns. The e(tiypos joined the news
writers and succeeded in preventing the issu-
ing of the paper for several days. This
trouble has been settled by the defeat of the
news writers, the typos have gone back to
their cases, and the Press-Post has comeout
a8 The Press under the management of Ellis
O. Jones. The new manager and owner is a
Yale graduate, class of ‘98, who has recently
been converted to the single tax.

He is a young man of strong and inde-
pendent character and fearless in his ad-
vocacy of social reforms. While the Press-
Post has been favorable to single tax and
social reform, the Press will exert a still
stronger influence for single tax under the
direction of its new manager.

Onio, CINCINNATI.—( Special Correspon-
dence of 8. Danziger.) The birthday of
Henry George was celebrated in Cincinnati
this year as it never has been celebrated
before. September 2 coming on a Monday and
being & legal holiday furnished the oppor-
tunity for holding meetings to commemorate
this event on two successsive days. This op-
portunity was utilized. On Sunday, Sept.
1, meetings were held in the morning and in
the evening at Rev.  Herbert S. Bigelow’'s
church (the Vine Street Congregational),
and on the evening of Monday, Sept. 2, the
banquet of the Henry George Club was held
at Chester Park.

morning meeting was ad-
dressed by Henry George, Jr., and Hon.
John Emmeluth of Honolulu, a member of
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the Hawaiian House of Representatives,
the leader of the Home Rule party, ‘the
majority party in that body, and at the
same time a most ardent singie tax worker.
Mr. George’s address was on the life and
the works of his father, and had the good
effect of stimulating a desire to study our
principles on the part of a number of the
uninitiated who had attended. Mr. Emme-
luth told of the work being done in Hawaii,
where it seems the prospects for the early
adoption of the single tax are unusually
bright. At the recent session of the Legis-
lature he was aﬂpointed on a committee
gimilar to the one headed by Senator Bucklin
of Colorado, and he intends shortly to visit
New Zealand and Australia to collect the
facts for his report to the Legislature at its
next session.

At the Sunday evening meeting addresses
were delivered by Mr. George and by former
Attorney-General Frank 8. Monnett. The
Steel Trust and the steel strike was the sub-
jeet on which both rpeakers dwelt. Mr.

onnett, who is not yet a single taxer, gave an
excellent diagnosis of the ﬁisease and Mr.
George, on following him, thoroughly ex-
plained the remedy. The attendance at this
meeting was extraordinarily good. The
church was filled so that when the meeting
opened standing room was all that the later
comers were able to get.

The banquet of the Henry George Club
held on Monday evening was the most suc-
cessful event of this kind ever held here. The
price was one dollar a plate and the attendance
was 140. The speakers were Henry George,
Jr., Frank 8. Monnett and Hon. John Emme-
luth. The daily papers gave good accounts
of all these meetinf. The Commercial
Tribune was especially liberal in this matter,
as it published long extracts from Mr. George’s
address.

The Cincinnati Commerctal Tribune, al-
though it is the local McKinleyite organ,
has of late been very accommodating to us.
It has not only opened its columns to com-
munications from us, but has engaged in
editorial controversy with some of the
writers and does not bar out the replies to
these editorials. At the present writing
three controversies are being carried on in its
columns, one on the “favorable balance of
trade” fallacy, another on the private
ownership of land, and a third on the best
method of taxation. It is needless to say
that all of these discussions are between
single taxers and supporters of existing con-
ditions. Single taxers of Southern Ohio
shouid show their appreciation of the Com-
mercial Tribune’s fairness and liberality in
this matter by giving it the preference in
buying papers.

The ability of Rev. Herbert S. Bigelow as a
lecturer and propagandist has become recog-
nized so generally that an organization has
been perfected, called the Bigelow Lecture
Bureau, the object of which is to keep him
permanently in the lecture field. The bureau
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is now prepared to send Mr. Bigelow to any
piace within a reasonable distance of Cincinnati
to detiver lectures, making no other charge
for his services than the bare expenses of
his trip. All communications on matters
concerning this bureau should be addressed
to the Secretary, Daniel Kiefer, 3596 Wilson
avenue.

CLevELAND, OHIO.—(Special Correspond-
ence J. B. Vining.) Interest in single tax
matters has never been so active in Ohio as
during the past spring and summer. This is
entirely due to the return of Tom L. Johnson
and the injection of his vim and originalit
into municipal and State politics. It 18
doubtful if any one has ever been more
thoroughly quoted and criticised, by friend
and foe, than has Mayor Johnson during the
last few months. His actions have been
watched and commented upon, all over the
country, until the New York Journal, in
naming the three most prominent Demo-
crats 1n the United States, placed Tom L.
Johnson at the head of the list. It is now an
old story, how his fellow democrats to the
number of 14,000 signed a petition askinp
him to be their candidate for Mayor o
Cleveland. He made the most vigorous fight
ever known locally in a municipal cam-
guoﬁ, and was elected by a majority of
,000; the largest ever given a Democrat.
This, in a Republican city. Since then what

Tom is doing has been the chief topic of
discussion. ing papers, all over the
country, publish interviews and rigned

articles from the Mayor on municipal ques-
tions. His opinions command attention.
His traducers, who kept harping about him
not being sincere, have been silenced. People
are coming to know that he is a man who
has a guiding principle, even though they
cannot understand ll>u'm. Some day the
world will know and appreciate his worth
and nobility. With his wonderful business
aagacity, his keen power to judge men and
measures, he has undertaken to bring this
city out of its sleepy, provincial ways; to
make of it a metropolitan city, worthy of its
size and opportunities. Old streets are kept
and new ones paved. Improvement is

the order of the day in every department
of the city government. Political assess-
ments have been stopped. City employes
understand that they are to earn their
salaries. Corporations have been forced to
deal fairly with the city. Over $22,000,000
has been added to the tax duplicate and
much more is to be added. The rights and
the needs of the city are being looked after
and ]protected, whether it is a ton of coal or
a million dollar contract. True to his promise,
he is giving his whole time and attention
to the city's problems. He is no ordinary man,
and will yet be the means of bringing to the
world the glad tidings of the g things
gromised in the teachings of Henr{{ George.
ot long ago a Republican said to Mr. John-
son: ‘‘Tom, I believe in what vou are doing,
it is all right, but I caonot go your siugle
tax.” To which the Mayor answered,
‘‘Why, my dear rir, what I am doing is single
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tax. My life and actions arc based on the
teachings of Henry George and I weigh all
questions by his philosophy.” It is well
for the world to watch this man, for if he
lives history will not be complete without
recording the fight made for the doctrines of
Henry George by his friend and follower,
Tom I.. Johnson.

With the advent of their leader, the single
taxers of the State have taken on new life
and are giving their best efforts to assist
the mani projects of our Mayor. Of course,
the work now being done in Ohio is not
known as the single tax, but by any other
name it is just as sure to add to the human
happiness advancement. All over the State
the George men have taken up the fight
for equality in taxation. They are the leaven
of the Democratic party, which will leaven
the whole lump. The Ohio Single Tax
League has also taken on new life.

At a conference held in Columbus, O., on
June 1 and 2, a new constitution was adopted,
placing the management of the League's
affairs under a governing board, consisting
of Frank H. Howe, Columbus; W. W. Kile,
Dayton; B. A. Roloson. Lima; F. T. Moree
land, Portsmouth; Samuel Danziger, Cin-
cinnati; and Wm. Radcliffe, ident,
Youngstown; J. G. Pomerene, Vice President,
Cleveland; J. B. Vining, Secretary-Treasurer,
Clevaland. Headquarters are now in this
city, which is recognized as the single tax
center, and are under the direct supervision
of the BSecretary-Treasurer, working with
the advice of the Governing Board and
Executive Committee.

This League has laid out a line of work
for the year which is sure to prove of great
service to the cause.

Some of the work now being done and
lanned follows: We have been sending
20 per month to O. P. Hyde for the support

of the ‘Polen Single Tax Lecture Bureau.”
Mr. Hyde has kept Mr. Polen, an able speaker
and worker, in the field for the past eight
months—part of the time at his own expense.,
This work is being done by earnest, able men
and deserves the hearty aid of Ohio single
taxers.

The Cincinnati Single Tax Club has orgl;
ised a lecture bureau to place Rev. Her
8. Bigelow in the field. Mr. Bigelow is well
known as one of the most brilliant writers
and kers in our cause.

J.!gle.nﬂeﬂnm, a well-known single tax
speaker, who has been devoting his time
for some years to single tax work, is now in
Colorado, helping in the fight. He comes
highty recommentgled for this class of work by
Lows F. Post, Frank Vierth and others.
The Ohio Singie Tax League has endorsed
the Colorado fight by resolutions and uend:inﬁ
them the League’s check for $100, and
help to keep Mr. Herman there for the next
eighteen months.

Frank Vierth, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, has,
in the monthly Why, one of the best means
of propaganda yet devised; for the past six
months we have been using from 500 to 1,500
copies per month. During the next year we
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hope to double the number.

ingle tax books have been placed in a
number of college libraries; also in book-
stores to be sold on commission; large num-
bers of small tracts have been distributed, and
racks for holding same have been put in shops
and stores. One of Mr. George’s latest essays,
“The Utility and Futility of Strikes,” i»
being sent into districts where there are
“strikes” and lockouts.”

A news clipping bureau is being conducted
by the secretary. Over 5,000 clippings have
been sent out in the last three months.
directory of leading single taxers is being
compiled, also of the papers favorable to
single tax. This newspaper service is grow-
ing and promisee to be one of the best fields
we have entered. One thousand copies of
Benator Bucklin’s report have been sent into
seventeen counties of Ohio; 3,000 more
copies will go out during the next month.

A stock of literature containing over
1,200 volumes of single tax books and about
20,000 tracts is now in the hands of the secre-

to be furnished at wholesale or free.
e send a copy of any of Henry George's
books, paper covered, at 2 cents Fer copy,
postpaid, or will send free a copy of Progress
and Poverty to any one who will to
read the book, then pass it along to a friend.

On September 2, the birthday of Henry
George, & most interesting meeting was held
in Association Hall. This was given under
the auspices of the 0. 8. T. L., and was con-
sidered by all as the best we have ever held
in this city. From Cleveland, Mr. Bigelow
made an eastern t.rig, speaking at YoBuzfu-
town, Warren, Pittsburg, New York, ti-
more and Piedmont.

The ever ready and original Billy Rad-
cliffe, 8. T., President of the O. 8. T. L., got
out a very striking paper on George’s natal
day, entitled “Clippings,” in which the life
of the prophet was extolled and his words
quoted. Billy can always be counted on to
get up something good.

J. G. Pomerene, an old-time single taxer,
and secretary of Mayor Johnson’s Equalization
Board, that “boosted” the tax values of
some of our street railway and lighting cor-
porations, has been nominated by the
crats for State Senator.

Robert C. Wright, Mayor of Glenville, a
suburb of Cleveland, has nominated for
County Auditor. Mr. Wright is a single tax
convert of Louis F. Post’s, and will be an aid
t'om tn‘::e reform if elected, which he very likely

Home Rule for Ohio will Lfo forward this

ear with great strength. Many candidates
or the L ture are pledged to the move-
ment, and other forces are working. The
matter was started this summer at the Bar
Association meeting, held at Put-in-Bay,
when A. F. Broombhall, of Troy, O., an old-
time single taxer, led the discussion. He was
largely instrumental in the success of the
Home Rule resolutions adopted. This same
work has been taken up by the Ohio State
Board of Commerce, under the direction of
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Allen Riplev Foote, editor of Public Policy, of
Chicago. Mr. Fuote feels sure that Local
Option in Taxation will become a law in
Obio this year.

OH10, MARIETTA.—The Polen Single Tax
Lecture Bureau keeps Rev. John M. Polen
actively engaged in single tax work in Ohio and
West Virginia throughout the summer
months.

The Marietta Single Tax Club commemo-
rated Henry George's’ birthday by holding a
social and oyster supper Monday evening,
September 2. Rev. Ié)e A. Coil, pastor of
the Unitarian church, a charter member of
the Marietta Single Tax Club and one of its
trustees since its incorporation, gave a talk
on the life of Henry George and read extracts
from the Life of Henry George by Heary
George, Jr. Rev. Coil has been and is a
tower of strength in the single tax cause.

The club has rented a basement in a busi-
ness block in a central location in the city.
It is only half below the sidewalk, and easily
accessible. We will have one room for a
kitchen and dining room, one for a smoki
room, and two other rooms for meeting an
reading rooms.

We propose to have it as comfortable and
homelike as possible for frequenters, and to
keedp reading rooms m(iren to the public day
and evening. We will have no competition
when we commence, as there is nothing like
it in the city.

We intend to follow the same order in our
weeld{) meetings as last winter. We will
read Progress and Poverty by course, the
reader reading with the understanding that
he is subject to interruption at any point by
comment or question.

We pursued that course last winter, and
read about half of the book, and always had
interesting and instructive meetings. Some-
times we did not get much reading done.

There are points where we would like to
send Rev. Polen if we had more money that
we cannot send him to for lack of expense
money. We have to keep him in fields where
he can work with least expense.

In summer that is in country districts. In
winter he can only visit railroad points, and
mostlguwhere there are no single taxers to
help r expenses, so that we have to pay
all the traveling and hotel expenses.

Contributions to the Polen Lecture Bureau
willkhelp to increase the efficiency of his
work.

On September 8 Rev. Mr. Polen went to
Cincinnati at the request of Mr. Bigelow to
fill the pulpit of the Vine street church during
its pastor’s absence.

PENNBYLVANIA JPHILADELPHIA. (Sgiggial Cor-
respondence, Florence A. Burling.)—The prineci
pal work of our society this summer has been
carrying on open air meetings nearly every
night in the week in different parts of the
city. The Wednesday and Sunday meetings
were held on the plaza of City Hall, and the
audience has sometimes been as large as 600
or 707 people.

On Sunday evening, September 1, we had
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a memorial meeting to celebrate H
George’s birthday, in the large hall of Odd
Fellows’ Temple, at which Mr. W. L. Ross
presided and the speakers were Dr. S. Solis-
Cohen and Messrs. MacGregor and John H.
Crosby, of New York. Mr. H. V. Hetzel
read {etters from Tom L. Johnson, Rev.
Herbert Bigelow, Henry George, Jr.,, and
Louia Post, expressing their regret at being
unable to be present. Mr. Richard Chambers
recited the chapter “The Central Truth,”
from Progress and Poverty.

All the events of the last two weeks make
reformers wonder what will be the immediate
future for our cause. Whether we shall be
allowed to continue holding meetings or not
is & question—here, at least—for we are rather
in disrepute among ouvr highly moral officials
because of our part in the fight for free ipeeeh
last spring, in which unfortunately, Emma
Goldman was the immediate cause. How-
ever, any viﬁilance of that kind will be only
temporary, presume.

But a meeting of Hebrews to talk over
lans for a co-operative society was suppressed
ast week. The outlook is dark, but some-
time we shall win.

RuopE IsLaND, PROVIDENCE.—This sum-
mer for the first time the gingle taxers of
Rhode Island have held a series of open air
meetings. It was decided in the first place
that this kind of propaganda should be
restricted to the City of Providence. It
was also thought best to select a residential
rather than a business section of the city
in which to have the meetings.

Under the leadership of Dr. J. H. Mec-
Loughlin, chairman of the Legislation Com-
mittee of the Henry George Club, Mr. George
D. Liddell, successful out-door rallies have
been conducted in two or more localities in
the third ward. For an hour before the
speaking began a transparency bearing single
tax mottoes and an announcement of the
meeting was driven about the neighborhood.
In addition to expositions of the single tax
doctrine by the orators of the cause, questions
and objections propounded by the audience
aroused very animated discussions.

Among the single taxers who have partici-
pated as speakers, besides the two gentlemen
above named, are Messrs. Joseph McDonald
and Edward Barker, both of Pawtucket,
Dr. Garvin, of Lonsdale, and, from Provi-
dence, Edwin C. Pierce, Esq., and Dr. Edward
E. Moore. Mr. Edward D. hurleigh, of Phil-
adelphia, who spends his summer vacations
in Rhode Island, also kindly consented to
speak on one evening.

It is believed that many persons of both
sexes, by attendance upon these meetings,
have for the first time acquired a knowledge
of the single tax, that converts have been
made, and that a number have become so
far interested as to attend the monthly
suppers of the club to be held during the
coming winter, which, according to custom,
will be addressed by guests from other States.

The political activity of the single taxers
just now is directed to the obtaining of a
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change in the State constitution which will
enable 5,000 voters to propose any specific
and particular amendment to that instru-
ment and have it submitted to the people
for their adoption or rejection. A State
option of this nature seems to offer the best
means of securing the single tax, or any other
important reform desired by a ia.rge body of
voters. It is the desire and will be the e%ort
of a State Executive Committee, composed
of labor unionists, single taxers and members
of other reform organizations, to make the
constitutional initiative the leading issue in
the State campaign now about to begin. The
means which may bhe used to this end are
instruction of the public upon the right and
necessity of complete control of the organie
law by the people, the pledging of candidates
for the General Assembly and for Governor
and Lieutenant-Governor, and, so far as pos-
sible, the concentration of votes upon such
as promise to support the constitutional
initiative.

Texas, EL Paso.—Croasdale single taxers
are not numerous in El Paso, but the philoso-
phy is quite generally understood and ap-
proved. Some forty or fifty names, several
of them of prominent and influential citizens,
have been willingly signed to the following
simple bond of union:

‘““We, the undersigned, believing that the
adoption of a single tax upon the communal
value of land, exclusive of all improvements
in or upon land, would result in great material
benefit, hereby subscribe ourselves as mem-
bers of the El Paso Single Tax Association.”

During the past year nearly a thousand
copies of the little missionary publication
“Why?” which contained “An Entering
Wedge,” have been distributed. At the
present time are sending sample subscriptions
of The Public to influential men, and have
just sent the two bound volumes of Progress
and Poverty to Jose I. Limantoar, Secretary
of the Treasury, City of Mexico, with a letter
from the secretary.

There is inspiration enough everywhere
for single tax propaganda, but in El Paso
there is only too apparent the glaring iniquit;
of land speculation and daily contact wit.
custom-house robbery.

WasHINGTON, TACOMA.—On the anniversa
of George’s birth the boys here gave their
usual celebration, this time accomﬁanied by
a banquet. The entertainment took place at
the Lincoln apartments, and something over
a hundred were present. O. P. Erickson,
late of Minneapolis, Minn., acted as toast-
master, and a very agreeable and capable
one he proved to be.

The acquisition of P’oung men like George

F. Cotterill and Charles G. Heifner means a
great deal to the cause. Cotterill you have
probably heard of before, as he has been

with us some time, but Heifner’s first public
address on the subject was given at our ban-
quet, and a splendid presentation he made
of our phi!osopgy. He is a democratic Demo-
crat and will be heard from in the near fu-
ture. By the way, there has been organized
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in this city under the auspices of the Univer-
sity Association, of Chicago, an “Economie
League.” It has taken ina t many of the
“ representative "’ citizens and the single taxers
are well represented. Every month we are
to have a lecture by some distinguished
economist. Last month we had a Prof.
Fuller, of Chicago. Next month we are to
have Henry Demarest Lloyd, then Richard
T. Ely, and others to follow. During the
interim the League is to have debates once
a month. In October the debate is to be on
the single tax, and Mr. Heifner will speak
for the affirmative in all probability.

WEesT VIRGINIA, PARKERSBURG.—There is
no news on strictly single tax lines. Tom L.
Johnson is making every one talk about the
present unfair valuations of railroads and
street car lines as compared to homes and
farms. Our State promises to become a
second Pennsylvania, as big tracts of coal
and timber lands and oil tracts are held at
very low figures when the land appraiser is
about, but sell for millions more to syndicates
later on. Our railroads are not appraised
by the same men who value the homes and
farms for taxation, but by a State board, who
go about in private cars with plenty of good
things aboard and never see anything to
value except a single line of two rails.

We have one good law in this State. The
land is appraised separately from the houses,
and so itemized on the tax tickets. This is
all right as far as it goes, but as the improve-
ments (if to the amount of $100) are assessed
every year, and the land values only once in
ten years, it works a great hardship to the
improver. & @ c

18coNsIN, OsaKosH.—(Special Correspon-
dence, John frlan‘ing'bon.) In the July numpgr
of the REVIEW you refer at page 54 to a new
Wisconsin law K)r the taxation of mortgages.
My impression is that the law you refer to
was vetoed by the Governor.

However, we secured an important law
in Wisconsin, and have done it so quietly
that no one seems to have heard of it; while
in other States efforts to secure the same
law have constantly failed. The law I refer
to is Chapter 92, Laws of 1901, and provides
for the separate assessment of land and the
buildings and improvements. It amends
Section 1052 of the Revised Statutes by adding
at the end thereof the following words:

“In one column he (the assessor) shall enter
the value of the land, exclusive of the build-
ings thereon; in a separate column under
the head ‘improvements,’ he shall enter the
value of such buildings, together with ma-
chinery and fixtures therein, if any, not sep-
arately assessable as personal property; and
in the third column he shall enter the value
of both land and improvements. ”

It has been my privilege to draft the above
law and secure 1ts introduction into the last
two Legislatures of this State. Two years
ago it passed the Senate and was killed in the
Assembly. Last Winter, however, it passed
both houses and was signed by the Governor.
The present summer it was applied to the
assessments throughout the State.
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Its direct effect will be to increase the
assessment of vacant land in cities. It has
been not unusual to find vacant lots assessed
at 25 to 35 per cent. of their market value,
while an improved lot adjoining, including
the buildings, was assessed at 60 to 70 per cent.
of the market value. The assessor is now
compelled to assess each lot as if it were
vacant, and to assess the buildings separately.
Consequently he must assess adjoining lots
alike, or explain why not to an inj and
indignant voter. It enables the assessor to
see tﬁt)]ings he never saw before.

An indirect benefit of this law is that it
gives single taxers, and others interested, an
opportunity of securing definite information
a8 to the relative values of land and of the
buildings and improvements thereon. And
another indirect benefit is that it completel
answers an argument or assertion often made
by anti-single taxers, namely, that land
and the improvements thereon are so commin-
gled that they cannot be separated for pur-

of assessment. Still another possible
g:neﬁt will he that when the time comes,
a3 it must, that the buildings and improve-
ments on land will be exempt, the formal
part of the separation will alrea.ciy have been
made. I think the very fact that it is made
will aid in bringing about the proper exemp-
tions at an earlier date, and the fact that
the value of land and huildings are separated
can be used as an argument by single taxers;
whereas if they were still assessed together
that fact would constitute, or at least be used
as ,an argument by those in favor of the present
system of confusion and injustice.

WisconsiN, Porar.—The Legislature at
its session last winter created a new county
office, the purpose of which is to supervise
the assessments of the various taxing units in
each of the counties of the State. . Nord-
man is a candidate for the office, and he is a
single taxer. If he is elected it will be be-
cause of his views on taxation.

The Metropolitan M ine for October
contains an article from the pen of the editor
of the Review which appears under a con-
venient pen name on Tom L. Johnson. We
quote the concluding paragraph:

“What are Johnson’s hopes? I violate no
confidence when I say they are the destruction
of private monopoly in land; that the three-
cent carfare and ultimate ownership of street
railroads are but a small part of social reform
which it is the object of Johnson’s life to make
the law of the land. The conservative classes
will do well to reckon with this man and
his ultimate aim, for it deals with no matters
of such small importance as strect car lines.
Society n:ay rudely awaken to the fact that
while it is helping Johnson to snatch such
minor privileges from private monopoly he
has reached with his disintegrating purposes
the very foundations of the House of Have.
Right or wrong, sound or unsound in his
economics, soviety may just as well begin to
regard this “reformed monopolist” as a dan-
gerous man, for he is its sworn enemy and is
pledged to its destruction. Were he a dreamer
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he might be dismissed from our thoughts, or
even tolerated; but he is practical, deter-
mined, and behind his careless exterior is a
settled purpose and an iron will.”

News—Foreign.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NOTES.
(Special Correspondence—Cranford Vaugan,
Adelaide.)

There has been an alarming slump in jingo
stocks lately, which even the visit of the
Duke and i')uchess of York did not allay.
This State, at anv rate, will send no more
troops to South Africa, and the general im-
ression is that the money spent on decoration
or the representatives of Royalty could
have been put to a much better use. { had an
encounter & week or 80 ago with a reverend
ntleman upon the interesting question of
Eehristianit.y and war, and it was surprising
to see the number of people who are heartil
disgusted with the attitude of the Chure
generally towards the Boer war. And with
the death of jingoism, the road for reform

has become clear sgaem

We are happy to be able to record the elec-
tion of W. E. H. Coombe, an out-and-out
Georgian, for the Barossa electorate in this
State. Mr. Coombe will be a tower of strength
to the cause, as he is a fine speaker, and
rlenty of balance. He seconds the address
n reply to-morrow in the House.

There has been a strong agitation to place
municipalities under the /,and Values Assess-
ment Act, but the legal opponents of the move-
ment have cunningly inserted some clauses in
the Act which practically make it unworkable.
We are setting this right, but it means delay
again. The farming areas were excluded
from the operations of the act, but our friends
in the District Councils are making a strong
effort to secure the benefits of the measure for
the primary producers, as well as for the cities.
That success will attend our efforts here, I
have no doubt, for figures have been prepared
which show exactly what each farmer would
have to pay, and by which he will be able to
see the exact benefits in £. 8. d. which flow
to him from the reform. When the farmers
once begin to see the benefits of land values
taxation, our cause is won, for thev con-
stitute the great opposing force to our move-
ment. Thus we see in this new move a great
deal more than meets the eye; we are at-
tempting to shift our Legislature by stirring
ug an ap for land values taxation from
the very last quarter from which it could be
expected. Whatever the success of the man-
oeuver is, you shall hear of it.

Next to the settlement of the tariff—a mat-
ter which promises to shift possibly the Fed-
eral Government out of office—the treatment
of the Federal Territory is the greatest ques-
tion of importance before the Commonwealth
Parliament. There is, I believe, a large ma-
jority in both Houses averse to “alienating,”
as they call it, the land acquired for the
new territory and city. I hope they do
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not merely keep the shell and part with the
kernel. hat we are after, of course, is
the rental value that will accrue, the retaining
of which will offer one of the finest object
lessons to the world possible. I ocan say,
without fear of exaggeration, that a majority
of both Houses of the Federal Legislature
are with us. Care will have to be exercised,
however, for speculators and land gamblers
gee many thousands sticking out over the
settlement of this question, and a strong
effort will be made to influence weak members.

Proportional Representation, another ques-
tion which the single taxers have made their
own, has made wonderful strides since the
election of the Tasmanian representatives to
the Federal Parliament under that system.
The usual objection to its being “too cum-
bersome for the average elector” has been
shivered into atoms by the returns of the
informal voting which occurred in the differ-
ent States. Under this entirely new system
Tasmania has the smallest percentage of
informal votes throughout the Commonwealth,
the fizures being, Tasmania, 2.23%,; South
Australia, 2.34%,; Queensland, 4.4%,; Victoria,
5.9%, and New South Wales (owing to mul-
tiplicity of candidates for the Senate), over
25%,. Figures like these show either that
the intelligence of the average elector is fully
equal to the task set before him, o1 that
Tasmania can boast of far more intelligent
electors than any other State—a contin-
gency which all the rest of Australia will hasten
to contradict. Moreover, the conference of
returning officers—the real opponents of
the reform—favored the adoption of the
contingent vote for single electorates. Now
the contingent vote necessitates the same use
of figures as the Hare-Spence system, and
therefore the returni officers have cut
the ground from under their own feet. Three
mmnglggm of the Federal Ministry are in favor
of the reform, and a large number of members-
Next week Sir Edward Braddon, possibly
Senator McGregor (leader of the labor party),
and many others, will speak for the reform
at the Adelaide Town Hall. I look forward
to its adoption by the Statea and the Federal
Government in the very near future.

MANILA, P. L

The officers of the United States Army at
Manila have addressed a remarkable letter
to Judge Taft of the Philippine Commission
reciing the high cost of living in Manilla.
Rents have doubled and in some cases

uadrupled, so that officers and their families
gnd their salaries inadequate for any but
the poorest accommodations. Many have
been forced to live outside of Manila in con-

uence. The lands of the city are rapidly
being taken up by a real estate syndicate
and rents are going up. The officers point
out that tho only remedy is the taxation of
land values in order that tht syndicate may
be broken up.

The recent letter of the British consul at
Manila to his Government is confirmatory
of the complaint of our army officers. The

ritish consul says-
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“ Expenses continue high, ecially rents.
Few new houses have been bz},t, and the in-
flux of American officers and their families still
continues. The result of this is that the
most ordinary style of house becomes an
object of keen competition, and rents have
been in many cases quadrupled in the past
three years. The average rent of a small
house in the suburbs, suitable for four or five
persons, is now about £20 ($97) per mensem.

“There are no openings for Europeans here
except with capital, the number of destitute
and unemployed Europeans being constantly
on the increase. There is no difficulty in
filling up posts of any sort from the American
volunteers now being disbanded here in
large numbers, many of them being men of
superior education. ”’

NEW ZEALAND.

E. G. Ell, of Christchurch, writing in the
Direct Legislation Record, says:

“We have another instance of compulso
referendum with the initiative in the hands
of the people in connection with the most
imrortant legislative enactment, with regard
to local taxation, we have on the statute book.
I refer to the Rating on Unimproved (Land)
Values Act, which can be adopted by the
ratepayers of any district on their initiative,
under the following conditions: If a petition
be presented to the chairman of a Road Board,
County Council, Town Board, or to the
Mayor of a Borough, signed by 25 per cent.
where the rate payers number more than
one hundred, but do not exceed five hundred,
and by 15 per cent where the 1ate payers
on the roll exceed three hundred, on the
presentation of the requisitions the Chairman
or Mayor, as the case may be, must make ar-
rangements for a poll to be taken, and if a
majority of those voting declare in favor of
the adoption of the Act, the rates are levied
thenceforth on the value of the land, exempt-
ing the value of all improvements on it from
taxation. Thirty-six polls have been taken
under this law in New Zealand up to the
present.”

FRANCE.

To provide for a deficit, the city of Paris
has recently imposed a tax of one-half of
one. per cent. on vacant land in the hands of
private owners. The Evening Sun is much
grieved because of the tendency which
will be created by this tax to build over the
gardens which surround some of the hand-
some houses near the centre of Paris. It is
characteristic of the Sun that it has no
thought for those who are living in crowded
rooms with insufficient light and air, because
of land monopoly. Private pleasure grounds
are out of place near the centre of a great city
80 long as the humblest citizen has insufficient

1 odging.
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It is to be hoped that this special tax is
sufficiently heavy to force into the best use
all vacant lands in the city of Paris. So far
a8 it does this it will be an example to France
and the rest of the world.

MONTREAL.

(Special—T. C. Allum.)

I do not know whether or not the Single
Tax organizations of the United States are in
the habit of knocking off work during the sum-
mer months, but it has been the custom with
us to do so here since our formation a few years
ago. We usually come together again about
the last of September or the first of October,
as during the slack season we have no oppor-
tunity to fight with each other and lots of time
to consider each other’s good qualities. We
come together at the end of the interval with
renewed feelings of kindliness and enthusiasm.
Last night the ofening meeting for the pres-
ent season took place and a fair crowd, for this
city, was Jpresent. Mr. R. B. Capon read a pa-
per upon “ The Progress of Single Tax Through-
out the World ” in which he reviewed the hap-
penings of the past ﬁe&r in Single Taxdom,
thereby furnishing the debaters with some
new gunpowder. The next meeting will be
held in two weeks’ time, when we will carry
out our customary program of reading papers
discussing the single tax philosophy and
answering questions.

One of the good signs is that at present the
newspapers are devoting much space to our
meetings, and we hope if they continue to do
so we may gradually work the people up to
attending in greater numbers than at present.

There is really nothing at present in this
vicinity of special import to single-taxers.
The lighting franchises, regarding which we
put up a campaign on our own behalf last
spring, have practically been settled. The result
has heen that the city will get its public
lighting in future for $60 a light instead of
$120, as formerly, unless something unlooked
for prevents the signing of the contract. Our
Association by no means claims to be respon-
sible for this reduction, as our fight was for
municipalization, but we did a considerable
amount to assist matters. As a matter of
fact the company which is about to secure the
contract tendered at $95 a li?ht, while an-
other company in course of formation ten-
dered at $54. In face of the lower offer the
Council was afraid to give the contract to
the highest bidder (there were other tenders
at medium prices), so some shuffle was re-
sorted to, and eventually the $95 folks secured
the vote at $§60. So of course the real factor
was the low tender. Of course the people
will get the worst of the deal anyway, as there
appears to be no provision to safeguard the
private consumers and they will likely have to
whack up pretty steep rates to reimburse the
company for the favor it is doing us in lighting
our streets for $6 a year a light more than
another company.
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Henry George’s Birthday.

The Anniversary Observed in Many of the
Principal Cities.

There was a very general observance in
the single tax ranks of the anniversary of
the birth of our leader. On September 7
a dinner was given at Ulmer Park, New York
City. About four hundred sat down, though
there were many others who, coming in
after the feast, listened to the speakers.
The dinner was a success, and the speeches
were above the average. The shock occa~
gioned by the shooting of the President the
day before threw a gloom over the meeting.
It was at the suggestion of the toastmaster,
Ernest Howard Crosby, that all those present
rose and drank to the speed{l recovery of the
President. Following are the subjects and

speakers: . . .
“The Condition of Labor in This Country,”
Former Governor John P. Altgeld.

“The Single Tax,”” John 8. Crosby, of this

ty.
“Municipal Campaigns,” Lee Meriwether,
of 8t. Louis.

“The Labor Laws of This State,” Samuel
Seabury, of this city.

“The Religious Side of the Philosophy of
Henry George,” the Rev. Herbert S. Bigelow,
of Cincinnati,

“Municipal Ownership,” General Henry E.
Tremane, of this city.

“ Imperialism and Labor,” C. B. Spahr.

“Labor and Judiciary,” John Brooks
Leavitt.

cl

BPEECH OF JNHN 8. CROSBY.

It would seem something more than mere
coincidence and to suggest the possibility
of providential purpose that labor’s annual
holiday should fall at brief and regular inter-
vals on the birthday of the man to whom
more than to any other, labor will be indebted
for its ultimate emancipation, and one of the
most hopeful signs of a more rational and
efficient ordering of the labor movement is
the universal respect paid by wage-workers
to the memory of Henry George. Respect
for the man will lead sooner or later to an un-
derstanding of his teachings, without which
there can be neither final settlement nor even
int.elligent discussion of the labor prob-
em,

It would be sweet and commendable in
labor to honor the name of Henry George,
if only for his life-long sympathy with its
sac cause, but that sympathy, sincere
and sweet as it was and is, constitutes but
small part of his broad claim to the respect,
veneration, and everlasting gratitude, not
of wage-workers alone, but of all men every-
where and for all time to come. Other men
mnﬁr have been as sympathetic and as devoted
as he, but to him ahove all others was it given
to show once and for all how labor may for-
ever cease to stand in need of sympathy.
He not only saw and felt the hard, unnatural
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GEORGB’'S BIRTHDAY.

conditions to which labor is subjected, but
laboriously, patiently and successfull sought
out the cause of those conditions, and, having
found the cause, pointed out the only way to
its removal, a way so plain, however, that the
wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err
PHenry Geo disparaged

enry rge neither disp the
achievements nor magnified the mistakes and
failures of organized labor. He knew the
value and recognized the necessity of organi-
gation, but saw clearly that, although the
toilsome marches and countermarches of
labor’s forces had won and might still win
higher vantage grounds, still advance and
retreat, success and failure on minor and in-
consequential issues would of necessity con-
tinue to be the disheartening story of their
warfare until united and sustained attack
should be made upon the very stronghold in
which the enemy is entrenched, and from
which it derives its power to oppress.

It is well to strike for higher wages and for
a shorter day’s labor. ould that success
might attend every such effort. But even
such success would not end the labor war.
It could not, and it should not. While some
men are striking for higher wages, others
seck work at any wage, but fail to find it.
Under existing conditions there is lack of
remunerative employment for all that seek
it, lack of available opportunity for pro-
ductive labor. Strikes cannot supply that
lack. If all the wage-workers in the world
and all that vainly seek for work were to join
in one great union and make concerted and
successful demand for a higher and what they
deemed a fair wage in every department of
industry, that would not provide opportunity
for all to labor. Nor would a universal
shorteniung of the labor day add to existing op-
portunity ; it would simply divide that oppor-
tunity among a greater number of laborers.
The true, rational labor movement has two
definite objects in view, one to secure to those
who toil the full product of their labor, and
the other to make secure to all men the
natural, God-given opportunity for laborr
nor can the former be attained until the latte;
is assured.

We have it on high authority that “a gift
than which no other is more valuable is the
gift of honest labor—giving a man steady
work.” We had for a time an institution in
this country that did all that for a man, but
we abolished it. What we should do next
is to abolish that institution which makes it
necessary for any man to ask another to
give him work. The asking and the giving
should be the other way. Whoever asks
for work should ask it of the man who has
the work to give. Has Mr. Rockefeller any
work to give away? When he talks of “giving
a man steady work” he means giving the
man an opportunity to work, and seems to
have an idea, shared by too many well-mean-
ing but thoughtless folk, that God has made
him the steward of opportunity. One might
think, listening to come people, that, had it
not been for a few sagacious purveyors of op-
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portunity, the race would long ago have become
extinct; and fear has been recently expressed
that the action of organized labor, if continued,
will drive all the capitalists out of the country,
leaving nobody to give a man work. W
suppose they were to go, taking with them all
their moveable wealth, including machinery
and money, still so long as they took no ground
rent away from the count?', their going
would only cause a8 demand for the produc-
tion of wealth to take the place of that car-
ried away. And yet, if opportunities for
producing that wealth should remain in the
possession of a few or of any part of the
people to the exclusion of the rest, landless
men would still have to ask landlords for
an opportunity to work, and in due time labor
would have to in its war with a new gen-
eration of s ed capitalists. But how
would they become the possessors of inordinate
capital except through the monopoly of
opportunities to produce it?

abor’s arch enemy is Frivilege, whose
stronghold is land monopoly. So long as
that i1s maintained, labor’s battles, however
valiantly they may be fought, however suc-
eeaafull}y; w. , will continue to be but
skirmishes with the outposts of an army whose
main position is impregnable. So long as
laboring men concede the enemy’s right to
that position, the claim of private property
in land, so long will they continue to be but
slaves atrugfgh'.ng in servile insurrection, bat-
tling only for a less rigorous boudage, for
shorter hours and fuller dinner pails, but not
for freedom.

Have laboring men no right on earth? Are
they mere trespassers here on the land? By
what right, then, do they presume to demand
this, that, or any wage? Ought they not
rather to be thankful that they are permitted
to remain here at all? If, however, they
have a right to be here, a right to live upon
and from the land, why in the name of man-
hood should they not assert that right?
Do they hope to achieve it through strikes
and arbitration? They will be told there is
nothing to arbitrate, and there is, indeed,
little worth arbitrating unless they raise the
issye of their right to the land.

That, however, is not an issue for arbitra-
tion. It can be settled only by legislation;
not by further complication of the already
too complex machinery of government, but
by simplifying it; not by ﬁxinlglxthings up, but
by getting them out of the fix they are in.
It is law tiat oppresses labor, and all the legis-
lation needed is the repeal of oppressive, un-
just, unnatural laws. There are many such
aws, legalized interferences with freedom
of industry, and they must all be repealed.
And yet, if we were to repeal them all, ex-
cepting only one, and should continue sanction
of that, the unholy fiction of property in land
all the pecuni advantages of such re
would be rea by the landlord alone. He
is, indeed, a robber who takes all that is left.
He would continue to be the legal holder and
sole beneficiary of land values, the only
values increased b; T‘ogresa or reform of any
kind. What the holders of patent rights or
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of corporate and other legal but unnatural
advantages might lose by the repeal of
their respective privileges, would go neither
to labor nor to productive capital, but to the
holders of land.

More than fifty years ago Horace Greeley
declared land reform to be “the broad and
sure basis whereon all other reforms may
be safely erected.” Such has been the
thought of wise men in every age, but not
until Henry George gave to the world his
Frea.t work, that immortal labor of love
“‘Progress and Poverty,” was the true and
only method of land reform made known to
mankind. That method has received the
name of “the single tax,” because it would
abolish all taxes save one, a single tax on
the values of land. It calls for the gradual
but finally total repeal of all taxes except the
tax on land values, and for a correspondingly
gradual increase of that tax until it ultimately
absorbs the whole of ground rent. It would
continue the landlord in his present vocation
of collecting the public revenue, but impose
upon him the duty of paying it over into
the public treasury. Then would the people
become at once and forever equal sharers in
that value which now constitutes so great
a part of the fabulous fortunes of the rich.

The laboring or producing classes of this
country now pay out of the products of
their industry over a billion dollars annually
in taxes for the squort of the government,
and those same toilers also pay every year
to landlords, who as landlords neither toil
nor spin, another billion and more in rent,
for the blessed privilege of paying these taxes
and supporting government without which
landlords could collect no rent. Under the
single tax that rent, so much of it as is normal,
would still be paid, but applied to the dis-
charge of public expenses, relieving the

ople of all burdens, and industry from all

indrances of taxation.

And yet that gain of over a billion dollars
annually would be but a paltry part of the
vast benefit and universal blessing to accrue
from the single tax. Think, for instance,
how it would affect the Steel Trust. At a
tax or rental of only four per cent. the Con-
nelsville tract alone would yield a revenue
of more than one hundred and forty million
dollars. Let the Trust be called upon every
year to pay that and a like tax on its many
valuable holdings, and how much of a dividend
would it declare on its present capitalization?
It would soon go out of the trust business, It
could not long afford to hold an acre of land
it did not put to productive use. Its ex-
tensive holcﬁnﬁs would for the most part
be sooner or later abandoned to whoever
cared to use them.

The same would be true of all the lands of
the nation, in country, town and city. Mil-
lions ot acres now held out of use in vast
rural, tracts, town sites and city lots,

“Leagues of unpeopled soil, the common

eart
“Walled round with paper against God
ana man,”
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would like a vast Oklahoma or anew continent
welcome the presence and labor of freemen
now held in thralldom of the unnatural
system rightly named wage-slavery! Only
yesterday in his article on labor, published in
the New York Journal, Mr. Everett P. Wheeler
said truly, ‘‘Even within a hundred miles of
New York are thousands of acres of wild land.
Manufacturing and agriculture have natur-
ally seized upon the most attractive spots.
But many more remain, and are equally
capable of development.” But the whole
truth is that of these ‘‘attractive spots”
already ‘‘seized upon,” the greater part is
not developed nor permitted to be used. It
is not to wild land alone that laborshould
look for employment. A vacant lot on Broad-
way is as undeveloped and as unproductive
as are the unploughed, ungrazed prairies of
Texas. Under the single tax there would be
abundance of land both rurul and urban
in every state and territory over the pos-
session of which there would be no competition,
and which could be occupied without pay-
ment of rent or tax. Not wild, but very
tame and inviting though now undeveloped
land, on which man couls make a better living
than that made by the now overtaxed farmer.
The value of what a man could produce or
such ‘‘no-rent’” land would be labor’s lowest
wage, for who would be fool enough to sell
his labor for less than he could make as his
own employer? If there were any then
begging for work, it would be to have work
done and not for an opportunity to do it.

Wage-workers, wage-slaves, as you some-
times call yourselves, if you must strike
and strike you must, let it be for some-
thing more than the mere mitigation of s
hopeless servitude. Let it be for freedom.
Strike for the land. Then will your strike
indeed be a sympathetic strike, a strike not
for yourselves alone, but for all men every-
where and forever. Would you end this
cruel, wasteful warfare of the centuries?
Then join in a strenuous, orderly march to the
overthrow of land monopoly. Henry
George has touched the keynote of the only
tune to which that march can ever be made.
Fall in. Mark time, forward to the tune of
the single tax.

SPEECH OF SAMUEL SEABURY.

The so-called labor laws of this State
were enacted as a result of the intelligent
and energetic aﬁitation conducted by the
trade unions of the State. Their enactment
was finally wrung from a reluctant legislature.
They provided that the employed of the
State, of cities, and of contractors should be
paid at the prevailing rate of wages. They
also provided that the hours of labor re-
qui of such employees and of the em-

loyees of stieet railway corporations should
Ee imited. For a long period of time public
officials refused to enforce these laws. hen
it became no longer possible to ignore them,
a policy of misconstruction was adopted. Thus
in one case, where the statute provided that
certain wages should be paid the employees
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of the Street Cleaning Department, and
that extra pay for work on Sunday should
be made, the clause relating to “extra pa
for work on Sunday” was held to be apph-
cable only to the hostlers, who were only one
class of employees mentioned in the statute;
and the reason for holding that the provision
for extra pay for Sunday work was applicable
only to the hostlers, and not to all the other
classes of laborers required to work on Sun-
day, was that a comma instead of a semi-colon
was used in the statute. The court also held
that it was contrary to the policy of the State
to encourage “the temptation to do unneces-
sary work on Sunday”; but as a result of
the decision Sunday work was not discouraged ;
but the policy of paying for the work when
done was discouraged. This is but one in-
stance of the policy of misconstruction ap-
plied to these laws.

Another example reveals the policy of the
different departments "of the city government
in relation to this law. The statute pro-
vided that workmen employed by the city
should be paid the prevailing rate of wages.
Public officials resorted to the trick of employ-
ing expert mechanics and workmen, such as
carpenters, stone masons , or painters, as
common laborers and then “detailing” them
to do the work of an expert mechanic or work-
man. Thus, for instance, when a carpenter
is empl(()iyed, he is employed as a “laborer,”
and paid at the rate which laborers receive;
but he is detailed to do work for which he
should receive a much higher wage. This
policy has been a.pf)roved by the courts, and
the construction placed upon the law is to
the effect that the statute holds that work-
men can only receive the prevailing rate of
wages for the work which they were “em-
ployed” to do, rather than the work which
they actually do.

The law was still further amended by the
Legislature, so as to remedy the misconstruc-
tion placed upon it by the court.

It then became evident that the policy of
ignoring the labor law, and of misconstruin
its provisions, was no longer possible, an
an open attack was made upon the consti-
tutionality of the law.

In The People ex rel Rogers against Coler,
a contractor engaged in city work to

ay his workmen the prevailing rate of wages.
gle admitted that he had not paid them the

revailing rate of wages as required by the
&w and his contract, and that the difference
between the wages which he paid the men
and which he should have paid them under
the contract was $6,000. This sum the
Comptroller refused to pay to the contractor
upon the ground that he had violated the
terms of his contract. The contractor se-
cured a mandamus compelling the Comptroller
to pay him this sum, which, under the law
antF the contract, should have been paid to
the workmen. He secured the mandamus
upon the ground that the labor law was un-
constitutional. The Court of Appeals, by a
divided court, sustained the claim of the con-
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tractor, and held the law to be unconsti-
tutional and void. I wish to review very
briefly the grounds upon which the court
held this law to be unconstitutional.

First. THAT THE LAW VIOLATES
THE CITY’S RIGHT TO HOME RULE,
LIBERTY AND PROPERTY.

The decision has won some degree of popu-
larity from the belief that this was the real
ground upon which the decision was based,

ut this is not the case, since, under the de-
cision of the court, the labor law would be
beld unconstitutional, even if it_had been
enacted by the city authorities. It is clear,
therefore, that the fact that the city is deni
home rule in this matter is not the reason for
pullifying the law. Home rule for citiesis a
good thing, but as to whether cities should be
accorded home rule, and if so, to what ex-
tent, has always been regarded by the courts
as & matter for the Legislature to determine.
The Legislature has always enacted laws
which clearly and openly violated the princi-

le of home rule, and yet they have not been
Eeld unconstitutional upon this ground.

Second. THE LAW VIOLATES THE
CONTRACTOR’S RIGHT OF LIBERTY
AND PROPERTY, AND CONFISCATES
HIS RIGHTS UNDER HIS CONTRACT.

But surely this objection is not valid. The
contractor 18 perfectly free to refuse to con-
tract with the city, if the terms which the
city proposes or the Legislature prescribes
do not suit him. He is not compelled to enter
into the contract unless he desires to do so.
Nor does the law confiscate the property

ights of the contractor under his contract.

e contractor agreed to pay the prevailing
rate of wages, and if he did not perform the
contract, it i8 no injustice to him .that he
should not be paid the contract price, as if
be had performed his work.

Third. THE LAW REQUIRES THE CITY
TO EXPEND MONEY FOR OTHER THAN
A CITY PURPOSE.

The constitution of the State limits the
diture of city moneys to city purposes.
Judge O’Brien contends that, to the extent of
the sum which the city Ea.ys in excess of the
lowest amount for which the labor could be
obtained, the provision of the constitution
limiting expenditures of money to city pur-
is violated. So far, however, as exist-

Ing city contracts are concerned, this decision
does not save the city or State a single cent.
It simply donates to the contractor the wages
which the employees have earned. Before
the contractors bid for these city contracts
they knew that they would be required to pay
their employvees at the prevailing rate of
wages. The bid or estimate which they
made took this into consideration, and the sum
which the city agreed to pay the contractor
was sufficient, not only to fairly compensate
the contractor, but to enable him to pay his
employees the prevailing rate of wages. The
decision of the Court of Appeals now relieves
the contractor of his contract obligation, but
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does not make him refund to the city the
money he receives from it. The decision
enables every contractor to make a profit on
the work of every employee, and to appro-
?ria.t.e a part of the earnings of all his employees
for every day’s work done by them. y
is it a city purpose to pay this money to
the contractor, and not a city purpose when
it is paid to the employee?

Fourth. THE LAW VIOLATES THE
PROPERTY RIGHTS OF THE LOCAL
PROPERTY OWNER.

_ How is the property owner benefited by the
city refusing to pay this sum to the employee
when it is paid to the contractor? Why is it
that the property of the local property owner
is not taken without due process of law when
the city takes this sum for the benefit of the
contractor, but is taken without due process
of law when it is paid to the employee?

Fifth. THE LAW FIXES AN INDEFI-
NITE AND ARBITRARY STANDARD OF
WAGES.

It is objected that the term “prevailing
rate of wages” is uncertain and indefinite;
but the prevailing rate is easily ascertainable.
It is the prevalent, ¢urrent, general, common
rate; it is the common law rate of wages,
and can be easily determined.

This decision strikes at the foundation

rinciple upon which the labor laws of the

tate rest. These laws do not pretend to
regulate the wages which one private citizen
shall pay another. They simply provide that
the State and those subject to gtate regulations
shall pay the prevailing rate of wages. ey
are based upon the principle that the State
or city, in its cageaclty of proprietor and em-
ployer, ought to be accorded the same right as
is accorded to a private employer.

Encouraged by this decision, those opposed
to labor laws have already commenced an at-
tack upon the eight hour law, and it is diffi-
cult to see how the courts can sustain this law
in view of their previous decision. The
dressed stone law has already been declared
unconstitutional and void, and the courts
have intimated that those provisions of the
law which give a preference to citizens over
aliens will also be declared unconstitutional
when brought before it for review. These
laws, together with some injunctions which
have recently been issued by the courts,
show the hostile attitude which the judiciary
maintain towards trades unions.

_ Professor Ely has well said: “Rule by
judges tends to petrifaction, and is the con-
servatism of a revolutionary, because ob-
structive, type.” An impartial observer must
admit that the “revolutionary conservatism "
of the judiciary is well shown in their treat-
ment of the labor law in this State, and in
their arbitrary and tyrannical use of the writ
of injunetion throughout the Union.

SeeacH oFr ReEv. HErBERT BIGELOW,

The sage of East Aurora thinks that Robert
Ingersoll has rendered religion a valuable
service in helping to tear down the bulwarks
of superstition Doubtless that is so. But
an immeasurably greater work has been dneo



50 HENRY GEORGE’S BIRTHDAY.

by Henry George in building up a faith in
wi.ich logic and sentiment join hands, in a
knowledge of the laws of life and respect
for human rights.

We are accustomed to think of George
merely as a political reformer. But a man
cannot sound the depths of his philosophy
without seeing that first of all he was a religious
teacher. For his age he was and is the great
religious conservator. He has announced a

of social reform, which, as Tolstoi
says, is as irrefutable as the multiplication
table, a program which is as just as it 1s logical
and which has the indispensable merit of
being capable of peaceable and gradual
application. But this program is nothing
more than the application of those funda-
mental principles which, in the abstract at
least, religion has always taught.

Institutional religion, however, has beeen
paralyzed by that subtle atheism which says
that although a thing is right still it may not
be practicable. Henry George had the
strength of the clergyman’s convictions.
He showed men the practicability of the
fundamental teachin of religion. The
greatest danger to religious faith is that it
should be so taught as to apYea.r to have no
vital bearing upon the problems that most
concern men. A man of shallow mind
may find satisfaction in professing a faith
which is irreconcilable with the social order
which he helps to maintain. The church
has been driving the best men into atheism
by making apologies for wrongs from which
religion should save the world. By showing
the possibility of a better social order Henry
Geo has geen saving men from unbelief
and has helped more than any other man
to apply the motive power of religion to the
eminently religious work of social recon-
struction.

Religion has its origin in the fact that it is
as much a part of man’s nature to n?hﬁ
to perfection as it is to hunger for food. i
religious instinct which makes of man a pro-
greaaive animal finds expression in the prayer
“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on
e&rtg as 1t i3 in Heaven.” Never con-
tent with present attainment, man is always
a certain amount of degradation and poverty
as inevitable. Henry George showed that
the problem of the production and distribu-
tion of wealth, the problem of taxation, all
social affairs, in fact, were subject to the
reign of natural law. He showed that the
poverty which men had dutifully submitted
to as a part of the natural order was evi-
dence that man has not yet learned to arrange
his social life in accordance with the natural
order. In helping men to see the operation of
natural law in the domain of political and
social affairs, Henry George supplied a com-

ass which will direct the reforms of the
uture; he added much to the support of a
rational faith; he widened the scope of
morality and dignified the minister of re-
ligiongby showing him that public morality
is a8 necess as private morality, that the
nation as well as the individual must learn
the true meaning of that prayer, Thy will
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be done.

An incomplete theologxll:;s left men with the
impression that the ighty would not
trouble himself about so trifling a matter
as the subject of taxation, but that people
were free to adopt any method of raising pub-
lic revenues which might suit their fancy.
With a deeper philosophy and with a profoun-
der faith, Henry George knew that nothing was
too trivial to be iovemed by natural law.
He knew that God has a way of raising taxes
as well as of holding the stars in their courses.
He knew that in the act of raising public reve-
nues men would work their own unhappiness
until they learned the one natural way. Thus
not only in the matter of taxation, but in all
other matters, he taught that it was the
chief function of government to discover
and obey, and not to make laws. He made
the act of voting an act of worship when
he showed that true prosperity could not
exist until the laws of the state were made
to conform to that moral government,that
natural order, which is supreme above the
nations. il

The first part of Governor Altgeld’s speech
was wonderfully analytic and full of sug-
gestions, but the latter part was keenly dis-
appointing,

W. J. Bryan sent the following letter:

Kansas Crrr. Mo., Sept. 2, 1901,
To D. B. Van Vleck, Secretary, New York City:

DEar Sir:—Please present m compﬂ-
ments to the workingmen assembﬁad at the
dollar dinner, and express to them my re-
gret that I cannot be with them.

If I were with them I would like to em-
phasize the following: The laboring men are
so numerous and influential that they have it
in their power to remedy even the political
conditions confronting the country. Con-
certed political action on the part of labor in
the factory and on the farm will make the
Government what the fathers intended it to be.

From Michael Davitt the following letter
was received:

WasnHINGgTON, D. C., Sept. 3, 1901.
A. J. Boulton, Chairman:

I regret I have found it impossible to
accept the invitation to attend the dinner on
the 7th instant. Prior engagements stood in
the way and I can only write to heartily wish
success to your gathering and to every effort
to make Henry George’s unselfish labors for
humanity and the great truths and principles
for which he stood throughout & nobly
righteous career better understood and better
known over this great commonwealth.

It remains to be said that to Mr. A. J.
Boulton and Mr. D. B. Van Vleck t
credit is due for the pronounced success of the
dinner and the arrangements generally.

AT CLEVELAND.

The banquet at Cleveland to which about
140 men and women, members and guests of
the local club, sat down was a pronounced
success. Henry George, Jr., was the guest of
honor.

Dr. A. J. Kreidler was the toastmaster,
and the arrangements for the celebration
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were in the hands of Joeeph V. Adler,
Walter H. Beecher, Sam Danziger, E. H.
Gilfey, W. C. Wulff, and Jos. Schloss, Jr.

Mr. John Emmefut.h, member of the Ha-
waiian islature, was also a guest of the
club, and he spoke of the single tax move-
ment in Hawail, where, he said, the doctrine
of Mr. George was gaining groumi and converts
evel¥ year. Mr. George spoke as follows:

“'This day, the anniversary of the birth.of a
man whom single taxers regard as their great
feader, men a.ng women of our faith scattered
over the world will meet to E edge themselves
anew to their single tax work, to reconsecrate
themselves to their sacred cause.

“By a happy chance, it also ha}l:pens that
this is Labor Day, the greatday of the working
masses in this country, the more auspicious
for our single tax anniversary, since the chief
aim of our cause is to raise the condition of
labor. No social chain can be stronger
than its weakest link, and no people, as a
whole, can be more civilized than the lowest
class within their borders. If a large number
of men find difficulty in making a living,
while others have a superabundance, that fact
is a danger and a menace to the stability
of the state. The law of human progress
js the association of men in a condition of
equality as to opportunities to enjoy what
nature provides. If some are limited in
such opportunities, while others get morethan
their equal share, the principle of progress is

violated, and the state but breeds the forces
which bfow it to ‘;iecee.
“Take New York. It is the residence of

most of that half of 1 per cent. of the total
population of the country which owns more
than half of all the wealth and monopoly
power of the United States. But it also has
a million pe(;rle in tenement houses, and 10
Eer cent. of all the people who die there are

uried in potter’s field at public expense.
God did not make such a difference 1n his
creatures that some were intended to be
80 incredibly rich and the masses so wretchedly
poor. The secret of this state of things is that,
owing to our institutions, some grow rich
on the milk of privilege, while others are
robbed into poverty.

“Behold, centuries ago, a Dutchshipsailed
into what is now New York Bay. There was
no sign of a white man’s habitation. All was
a solitude. One enterprising Dutchman
bought from somebody or other the whole of
Man%mttan Island for $24. Time has flown
over. Men have multiplied, and behold, at
the lowest estimate the land—the bare

und—of Manhattan Island is worth to-

ay $2,500,000,000. It yields a yearly ground
rental, without considering the return from
improvments, of at least $125,000,000.
WHO MADE VALUE.

Who made this value? All the people. It
came because the population came. Take

pwation away and this value would vanish.
Y:ls a publicly made value. Should it not go
into the public treasury? What proposition
could be more just than to abolis taxes
now levied—taxes falling upon labor as the
products of labor—and to concentrate the
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whole tax burden upon this ground value?
In other words, appropriate by means of a
single tax this whole great fund of land values
for public purposes.

“ What would follow? First, labor and the
general community would be rid of the great
weight of general taxation. Next,the publie
would be getting the benefit of an enormous
value now going to individuals who give no
equivalent. Third, land speculation would
be destroyed, for the heavy tax would make
nobody wish to hold land unless he intended
to put it to its best use. And, fourth, since
land speculation would be taxed out and land
would shrink to its actual present value foruse,
while all capital would be relieved from taxa-
tion, there would be a great stimulus to build-
ing and to general production, which plainly
would make a great demand for labor and
would raise wages.

“Apply generally this principle of taxin
land accord%ng to fta value, exclusive of imE
provements—of taxing bare ground values—
and there would be a new and wonderful
prosperity in all our cities and towns, in our
farming, our mining, and our timber regions.
Labor would get more wages, because land
speculation, which makes valuable land arti-
ficially scarce, would be destroyed.

“Of course there are other privilegesto take
out of private hands—the means of transporta-
tion, of communication, and of illumination.
They are natural monopolies; that is, they do
not permit of competition. Yet they must
exist. Hence, to protect each individual in
his equal rights they must be taken into public
hands. Tax land values and take all natural
monopolies—whether municipal or national—
into public hands, and then labor would get
its just reward. There would be no mon-
strous fortunes, which, in truth, are but the
fruit of privilege, of monopoly, of the power
of appropriation. But all men who wanted
work could find work, and would get far more
for their exertions than they do now. Then,
iinadegd, Labor Day would be a national feast

he meeting in Cleveland Association Hall

was addressed by Rev. Herbert Bigelow.

“Last spring I visited Greenwood Cemetery,
in Brooklyn. My guide told me that there
was one path in that great city of the dead
from which the grass was always worn. We
took that path and it led us to the grave of
Henry George. Men, sometimes with ill-
gotten gains, build monuments to themselves

efore they die. With libraries and colleges

they try to purchase immortality. All of
these that gold can buy are not worth the
eloquent tribute of that beaten path, worn
by the feet of pilgrims whose souls have
been illumined by the prophet’s truth, and
whose hearts have been fired by the cause for
which he died. Paths well worn by feet that
never weary to carry the standarr{ which he
raised, that shall be our sign of loyalty.

“I owe more to Henry George than to any
other man, living or dead. He has given me
hope by show.ng that it is within the power
of man to abolish enslaving poverty. He
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has strengthened my faith by showing me
that were it not for our ignorance of natural
law we should find the bounty of nature
sufficient for all her children. He has given
me a purpose in life, something to work
for which is eminently practicable, capable
of immediate and progressive application,
yet fundamental in its character, appealing
ltp.the loftiest patriotism and the purest re-
igion.

“There are enough to rear monuments to
the heroes of causes long since won. Let us
raise a monument of high endeavor to the pro-

het of this new cause, until the truth he
rought shall remold public opinion, send
Presidents to the White House, teach wisdom
to the law maker, humanity to the priest,
and lay the foundations of a truly democratic
state in which it shall be possible for every
honest and industrious citizen at least to
dwell in security beneath his own vine or

tree.

“Such a state, founded on aknowledge of

natural law and a respect for human rights,
is & monument which we shall yet build to the
memory of Henry George.”
Among other speakers were Dean Williams,
who acted as chairman of the meeting, Louis
F. Post, and Rev. Chas. E. A. Eaton, recently
called fo fill one of the largest churches in
Cleveland. He admitted at the outset that
he didn’t know anything about single tax, but
he said he reverenced the memory of H’enry
George because he was so much a man.

Dr. Eaton was billed to speak of Henry
George, the prophet, and he declared em-
phatically that the spirit of the prophet
was in em&y George as it had been in no
other man during the last century. “Pos-
sessed of great moral n?sualig, Henry George
was a teacher of morals. He told men that
they could not run the government without
moral laws, nor could they run society or
politics without morals.”

Dr. Eaton referred to Mayor Johnson as a
man with an ideal, and he said that the one

test characteristic of Henry George was
the fact that he was a man with a high ideal,
an ideal that he lived, fought and died for.

“The prime need of to-day is public men
with ideals,” declared Dr. Katon. “Thank
God that in 100 years there was oue man
brave enough to offer up his life in behalf of
humanity and an ideal. Henry George
sealed his ideals with his blood.”

AT SEATTLE.

The dinner at Seattle was addressed by
& number of new comers into the single tax
ranks. The banquet hall was decorated
with a life-like crayon portrait of the man
whose birthday was the occasion of the pres-
ence of the guests, and was hung with national
flags. During the banquet stringed instru-
ments contributed to the enjoyment of those

resent. Rev. Dr. L. L. Woods was asked to
invoke a blessing, and for an hour thought
was given to nothing else but the good things
on the tables.

Afterward O. T. Erickson, as toastmaster,
opened the serious ceremonies of the evenin
by reading letters from the following invite§
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but absent guests: Tom L. Johnson, Mayor of
Cleveland, O.; Herbert 8. Bigelow, of Cin-
cinnati; Louis F. Post, editor of the Chicago
Public; Joseph W. Bucklin, of Grand Junction
Colo.; a telegram from John 8. Crosby, of
New York, and an editorial from the Boston
Post sent by W. L. Crossman.

Tom L. Johnson wrote as follows

Execurive Orrices, Cleveland.
Tom L. Jomnson, Mayor.
August 27, 1901.
Mr. Lee Melleur, 2017 Eighth Avenue, Seattle,
Wash:

Dear Sir‘—Your favor of the 20th inst.
received, and I appreciate very much your
kind invitation, which, however, it is impossible
for me to accept for a number of reasons
among which is the fact that we are to hol
a memorial meeting here the same evening,
program of which I enclose.

Bingle taxers have every reason to feel en-
couraged, for on all sides evidences are
s}f)ringing up which reveal that the leaven
of this great truth has been working in places
least suspected, and the time is much nearer
at hand than perhaps we realize, when the first
fruits of Henry George's faithful sowing shall
appear.
gain thanking you for your favor, I am,
with best wishes, sincerely yours,

The first speaker introduced was Dr,
David De Beck, whose toast, “Personal
Recollections of I-ienry GeolBe.” was listened
to with marked attention. Dr. De Beck told
his listeners how in his youth a copy of
Georie’s first pamphlet fell into his hands and
how he sat down one evening to read it and
was called to breakfast from the closing chap-
ters. “And,” he added, “it was there under
that student’s lamp that I verily believe
was born the first single taxer in the Ohio
Valley. Five years later I met Mr. George
in person, and upon asking him about the
results of his work was told that my own letter
to him was one of but thirteen commendatory
communications he had received regarding
the ideas he had so ably advanced. Anditisa
proof of the man’s optimism that he was very
much encouraged that he had made even
that impression. In matters of expediency
Mr. George was always ready to seek and ac-
cept advice, but in matters of principle no-
body could swerve him. And when his stern
political principles called him into active
warfare which he was at that time too en-
feebled to endure, the result was his martyr-
dom, the one event in a decade to add dignity
to New York politica.”

New York single taxers will remember
A. J. Wolf, who never wearied in well doing.
Mr. Wolf ie now in Seattle, and his speec
was a splendid presentation of the facts
that illustrate the remarkable growth of the
single tax movement.

SPEECH OF ALFRED J, WOLF.,

Despite the apparent abandonment by a
ms:ionty of the people of North America
and the British Islands of their faith in the
natural rights of man, as outlined in our
Declaration of Independence, believers in
that doctrine may take heart and rejoice
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when they become aware of the rapid strides
of a movement which, when it gains full
headway, must, merely through the irresisti-
ble operation of economic law, reinstate
Democracy and make the freed people of
these United States again the guiding star and
hoK of the oppressed throughout the world.

order that it may gain a permanent place
in the institutions of a people, any movement
which proposes to better social conditions
must appeal to the moral sense of mankind,
and its foundations must be laid in justice
and righteousness. It must, moreover, be
demonstrated to be practical in operation
and uniformly beneficial wheresoever put in
practice. Because all this can be affirmed
of the single tax, it has, without the aid of a
political party or a daily press, without re-
sorting to any of the methods which tend
tow political and commercial success,
with the possessors of wealth and the power
in control of government hostile to its princi-
ples and aims,—without the assistance of
these, and indeed in spite of their opposition,
it has achieved a progress which seems little
less than marvellous. It is not easy to realize
that less than twenty-five years have el;ipeed
since an obscure man, who had followed the
humble occupations of a common sailor
and compositor, declared at the conclusion of
an address on the land question to a dimi-
tive audience, that he had that night raised
a standard that, whatever its vicissitudes,
would never be lowered. Well indeed has
our preceptor and leader, Henry George
proved himself to be wortfxy of the title of
the Prophet of San Francisco, which was
bestowed upon him in derision by his Grace
the Duke of Argyll. Those among us who
first “saw the cat’” as recently as fifteen
years ago vividly remember the disgust and
ridicule which one invited by advocating the
doctrine of the single tax, and how few and
far between were its adherents. And yet,
to-day, friends of land value taxation are to be
reckoned by the hundreds of thousands, and,

ibly, the majority of the people of the
“nited States are unconscious single taxers,
requiring but a full acquaintance with its
philosophy and advantages to become avowed
supporters.

herever the English tongue is spoken
the fiscal phase of the single tax is entering
the stage of practical politics, not, it ia true,
under the name of the single tax, but in
policies that, when developed, must logically
and inevitably lead towards that gogl. In
some countries, it has indeed passed through
the political and experimental stagesand
has become a permanent branch of the public
revenue system. In every instance it has
belied and put to shame the doleful predie-
tions of disaster and failure exploited b
ﬁrejudiced and interested opponents, and,
owever slight or partial its application, the
beneficial results have invanably justified
the faith and vindicated the claims of its
founder.
P Every reader of the letters of Frank G.
C nter from New Zealand, published
woekly in the Post-Intelligencer of this city,
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must have remarked that at the outset he
was far from favorable to the system of taxngi
land values and exempting improvements 1n
vogue there. But, after interviewing the
premier, Mr. Seddons, and conversing with
many who had at first opposed the innovation
and after noting the healthy condition o
trade, the rapid, solid growth of the country
and the contentment of the people, he con-
fessed that he was compelled to admit its suc-
cess and the disappearance of active opposi-
tion. New Zealand has more laws on her

‘statute books designed to specially help the

wage earner than any other country in the
world, but Mr. Carpenter acknowledged that
it was not to this labor legislation, but to the
land laws, that the great prosperity of New
Zealand was due. These laws have broken
up the large landed estates held for specula-
tion, forced their owners to divide them up
into small tracts and offer them for sale; they
have encouraged the use of land, increased the
number of owners, freed industry and stimu-
lated enterprise, besides placing the credit of
the country on a higher level.

Those of us who keep in touch with the
movement by reading single tax publications
are familiar with the fact not as yet made
known by the daily l‘]pme;s;, which “publishes
all the news which is fit to print,” that in 1899
the Senate of Colorado appointed a revenue
commission to study the tax laws of New
Zealand, and the other countries of Austra-
lasia. f)uring the winter and spring of 1899
and 1900, Hon. James W. Bucklin, chairman
of the commission, sojourned in those coun-
tries and made an exhaustive examination of
their tax systems and their effect upon public
revenues, industry, and the condition of the
masses, for which he was afforded every
hcﬂit{ by the authorities. His report, now
published, which amply confirms the ob-
servations and conclusions of Mr. Carpenter,
but in greater detail, was accepted and signed
by his fellow-members of the commission,
who, in pursuance thereof, introduced in
the Senate a bill to,submit to a vote of the
people in 1902 an amendment to the State
constitution giving the Legislature “power
by law to exempt any or all personal propert
and improvements on land from any and all
taxation.” It further provided that “once
in three years, but not oftener, the voters of
any county in the State may, by vote, at
any general election, exempt or refuse to
exempt from all taxation for county, city,
town, school, road, and other local purposes,
any or all personal property and improve-
ments on land; but neither the whole nor
any part of the full cash value of any rights
of way, franchises in public ways, or land, ex-
clusive of the improvements thereon, shall
be exempted.” This bill passed the Legis-
lature by more than two-thirds majority
in each House, and as it has been endorsed
by the leading newspapers of the State, by
organized labor, and by many of the leading
lawyers, business men and citizens of Colorado,
the probability is that it will receive an affirma-
tive popular majority in 1902. In that
event Colorado will enjoy the proud and
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unique distinction of being the pioneer
Americ;xt:nﬁonémonwealth to adopt the onlbjz
ust an emocratic system of r: pu
ie revenue.y It may be safely j)redlc:ﬁ that
when its successful working and the resultin
benefits become known other States

not be slow to follow the example of Colorado.
An instance in point is the rapidity with
which Massachusetts found imitators when
she had put the Australian ballot law into
successful and satisfactory operation.

Last spring our hearts were cheered and
our enthusiasm stimulated by the election
of that exceptional millionaire, Tom L. John-
son, to the Mayoralty of the City of Cleveland,
Ohio. That city is in the heart of a district
which is supposed to be more thoroughly satu-
rated with the protective tariff delusion than
any other part of the State. And yet, in
the face of Johnson’s well known and re -
ly announced declarations in favor of abeo-
lute free trade, and his unreserved statement
that, if electecf, he would enforce the laws as
they stood but would do all in his power to
secure such changes in the system of taxation
as would eventuate in the single tax, he was
elected by an unusually large majority. Of
course it goes without saying that the lar
ocorporations, and particularly those whi
enjoy the poesession of public franchises
without any adequate return in taxation to
the public, were op to him, and are still
bitterly hostile. e wealthy tax shirker
and crodger has no use for him; neither
has the machine politician of either of the

t parties. He has, however, already
urnished a demonstration that the business
of a great city corporation in which every
resident is a stockholder can be conducted pre-
cisely like any private enterprise in the inter-
est and for the sole benefit of the people who
own it. Not only has he disarmed the
sneers and misrepresentations of his detractors,
but he has gained the confidence of the masses
and to-day the attention of every munici-
ality on the continent is turned toward
eveland, Ohio watching Johnson's “ex-
periment in honest government.”

Disregarding the offices and the mere office-
seekers, he secured the adoption by the Ohio
State Democratic Convention of a platform
the leading planks of which are directed to a
reform in the abominable and discriminating
tax methods of the State and especially in-
sisting that :laih;)lads anii other corporations
possessing valuable privileges granted by the
community should ge umeﬁr for ta.x};tion
precisely like the farmers and other private
persons. To us, the question of Democratic
success or failure in Ohio is of secondary im-
portance to the introduction of the vital is?
sues of local taxation into a political campaign.
We may rest assured that at last the incidence
of taxation will receive the attention which it
demands and that this and succeeding cam-
paigns will serve to educate the people in
correct principles.

At every session of the State legislatures the
tax laws are up for their periodical tinkering
and patching. for they are so defectively con-
structed that they always leak. Representa-
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tives from country districts are eager to de-
vise new schemes to increase taxes on personal
property for the purpose of catching the rich
city man. They persistently disregard the
fact that such attempts have always failed and
that they always result in letting the intended
victim go free, while an additional premium
is put upon perjury andthe tax burden on
the easily-caught farmer is increased. Thus
city and country lock horns and no progress
can be made towards improving the anti-
quated, crooked, and discredited systems
of taxation in common use. To end these
ignorant and harmful experiments in tax
law repairing, some of the cities are endeav-
oring to secure a law for local option in taxa~
tion similar to the one to be voted upon in
Colorado next year. Single taxers, very
na.tura.llg, are peculiarly interested in local
option, for it opens the geld of discussion and
they have the only just, economical and
scientific system to propose. It is indeed a
hopeful sign that such bills have been under
consideration by States so widely separated
and with such diverse interests as New York,
New Jersey, and Maryland, Missouri, Texas,
and Colorado. A bill of that character has
been repeatedly defeated in the New York
Legislature, by representatives from farming
districts. A most encouugin? indication in
that State is the endorsementfol such a bill by
& unanimous vote of such an old, conservative,
and highly influential body as the New York
Chamber of Commerce.

Not the least in the order of importance
and significance is the extraordinary growth
of our ideas in Great Britain since %oem'y
George’s first visit to that realm less than
twenty-five years since. In that strong-
hold of landlordism more than three hundred
towns and cities, including London, Liverpool,
and Glasgow, have petitioned Parliament
for a grant of power to tax land values. In
1896, in compliance with the petition of that
most democratic regoresentative body in the
world, the London County Council, a royal
commission of eighteen members, mostly from
among the aristocracy, was appointed to ex-
amine the existing systems of taxation and
to suggest needed chu;fee. This commission
has recently filed its final report. The question
of taxing land, or site, values was yiveu special
consideration, and while twelve members,
constituting a majority, reported adversely,
only seven of these, & minority of the whole,
sifned the report adversely. Five members
of the commission, viz., Lord Balfour of
Burleiﬁh, (Chairman of the Commission)
Lord Blair Balfour (Lord Justice General of .
Scotland), Sir Edward Hamilton (Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury), Sir George Mur-
ray (Secretary to the Post Master General),
Mr. James Stuart, filed a minority report in
which, after a lengthy discussion of the princi-
ples of land value taxation, they admitted
that the logic of facts compelled them to
recommend the moderate taxation of site
values. One other member of the commis-
sion, Judge Arthur O’Connor, carrnying out
the arguments and reasons of these five gentle-
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men to their inevitable and logical conclu-
sion, submitted that “Land and land only
should be rated for public purposes,” thereby
urging the full single tax scheme. No more
fitting commentary need be made upon this
remarkable and opportune series of reports
than the simple statement that since their
publication the Urban District Councils of
Great Britain, representing more than four
hundred towns, have decided to petition Par-
liament for local option in taxation along the
lineYof Judge O’Connor’s recommendations.

P*A few more words in conclusion. The
question may be asked why do not single
taxers endeavor to secure at once their
proposed reform in its entirety instead of by
the roundabout way of local option. My
reply is that fundamental changes of so large
a scope as contemplated by the sin, %e tax are
not likely to be accepted at once because of
the reluctance of property owners and the
iness community to adopt a measure
the disturbing influence of which they fear,
and because it is safest and wisest to permit
the full results to develop naturally from a
partial trial of the system, in order that
people may become familiar with its theory
and practical effects. Our cause is so ﬁmﬁedv
on justice, and, when comprehend
it appeals s0 strongly to common sense and
the love of fairness, that when the faces of a
community are set in the direction of the
single tax they cannot and will not wish to
stop until the whole wasteful, clumsy, and
demoralizing method of raising public reve-
nues in common use is obliterated from the
statute books and a simple, scientific, honest
system, readily understood and easily ap-
lied, is substituted. Not that a mere re-
orm in the method of levying and collecti
taxes was the object for which our belov
master, Henry George, lived and died, and
for which we are now striving and hoping;
that, of itself, would be a lofty endeavor,
but to us single taxers the fulfillment of our
scheme of taxation will only serve as the opened

rtals to the path which would lead to a
g:ppier and nobler humanity. By the mere
mration of economic laws left free to act by

single tax, trusts and other combinations
in restraint of trade and the liberty of the indi-
vidual would dm;ggeu and become impossi-
ble without the need of restrictive legislation.
The Augean stable of American politics
would be cleansed and purified. The frightful
struggle for existence, the strenuous life of
the worker, would cease and the rich man’s
demoralizing and degrading fear of poverty
would vanish,

Charles G. Heifner, whose name occurs in
another column and who is a recent disciple,
made an address which the Seattle Post-In-
telligencer said was one of the most cultivated
and well-thought-out speeches of the evening.

SPEECH OF CHAS. G. HEIFNER.

This gathering is only one of many held
to-night throughout the United States to
pay tribute to the name and fame of Hen-
ry Geo s man who thought and dared
to xpeﬁe_ Upon this sixty-second anni-
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versary of his birth it is eminently fit and
prodper that students of political econom
and sociclogy should seek to hold firm faitl
and awaken new interest in the teachin
of one of the greatest and noblest men that the
nineteenth century produced.

Henry George did not write for one only

ple, nor for any particular time; he wrote

or all men for time. Truth is the same

esterday, to-day, and forever, and Henry

rge spoke no word, no line, that he did

not believe to be the truth. No Spencerian
recantations are found in his writings.

He was brave. It requires a high degree of
moral courage to speak the truth always. He
formulated his own motto when he said“ I pro-
pose to take nothing for granted, but to bring
even accepted theories to the test of first
principles. I propose to beg no question,
to shrink from no conclusion, but to follow
truth wherever it may lead. If the conclu-
sions that we reach run counter to our preju
dices, let us not flinch; if they challenge in-
stitutions that have long been deemed wise
and natural, let us not turn back.” If,
during his eventful life, he ever deviated in
the least from the high course thus marked out,
even his opponents have not remarked it.
And the best test of his fidelity to truth is found
in the fact that the book from which I have

uoted has been transiated and published in
the French, German, Italian, Dutch, Swedish,
Russian, fapunese and Chinese fanguages.
Few American authors have been thus hon-
ored or so widely read.

It is the more to be regretted, therefore,
that so many of his countrymen are so Jeusely
ignorant concerning one of our test men
and know so little of the mighty truths
which he uttered.

I think I do not do my fellow-citizens an
injustice when I say that a majority of them
have no true conc:Ftion of his purposes and
teachings.The popular estimate of him, both
as ? man ﬂan an au{,hor, i:rg;rdoneouﬁ. He
is uently unjustly reg as havi
beenn:llmply an agitator, as a man with 4‘)’3}‘
one idea, who sought to revolutionize society
and existing Froperty rights by urging the
enactment of some impracticable, hair-
splitting theory termed the “single tax,”
and the enforcement of which would result
in absolutely destroying title to land, and
in compelling those who have to divide
with those who have not. This estimate,
which, I submit, I have not overdrawn,
could not be farther from the truth. He did,
indeed, attack existing social and economic
theories and conditions, but the remedy he
offered took from no man what he had earned
deprived no man of the fruits of his efforts and
labors, and prevented no man from accumulat-
ing wealth or achieving fame. Isthere a man
who wants more than he earns, who wants
the results of other men’s endeavors, who
wants the wealth created by others or the
community? If there be, him only has he
offended. He held that the present system of
taxation was unjust, that the lowliest child
born into this world has an equal right wit
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the child born in a palace to have air to
breathe, water to drink, and land to live on
without paying tribute therefor, and that
governments had no right in the sight of God
or in the light of the teachings of Christ to
give the control of those rights, advantages,
or privileges, which nature or the community
has created, into the hands of the influential
few as against the claims of the undesigni eﬁ
many. Hence it was to overthrow entrench
wrong and unjust precedent, which he saw
everywhere around him, that he devoted
the best years of his life; and he died as he
had lived, clad in the armor of truth, his face
toward the foes of justice, fighting “for the
cause that lacks assistance, ’gainst the
wrongs that need resistance.”

He was a man of exceptional mental power,
a careful observer, a close reasoner, cautious
in arriving at conclusions on anything less
than overwhelming evidence. He had traveled
far and observed much, and from observa-
tions and study he concluded that the chief
cause of poverty was to be found in the un-
just and inequitable system of taxation
prevailing not only in this country but in
almost all others. Now the power to tax
is one of the most far-reaching prerogatives
of governments. It carries with it the power
and evils of confiscation. It is as old as
government itself, and in its various applica-
tions it has attached not only to man in his
own person, but has claimed and collected
tribute from every form of human industry,
toil, accumulation and possession. The evils
and inequalities growing out of the exercises
of this power have been as numerous as the
capabilities of the human mind to conceive.
Driven to desperation by the extravagance
of dissolute monarchs and rulers, official
treasurers, almost from time immemorial, have
exacted contributions from every rerson
and valuable thing within the inexorable arm
of the law. With the military to exact com-
ﬁliance, registance on the part of the subject

as usually been futile, while alleged necessities
from within and dangers from without have
been the ever-ready excuses to justify, placate,
and appease. The longer an injustice exists
the stronger, and, to some minds, more sacred
it becomes, and thus methods of taxation
defensible in the beginning on no grounds o
equity or moraliay, have been re-enacted
by parliaments and congresses, and tolerated,
sustained, and upheld by the masses. In-
deed, it would seem that for thousands of
years governments have acted upon the
theory of the French financier, Colbert, who
somewhat cynically declared that *taxation
was the art of so plucking the goose as to
secure the largest amount of feathers with
the least amount of squealing.” In plain
truth, I do not hesitate to say that every form
of indirect taxation was designed to conceal
theft, has been perpetuated to cover up ex-
t.ra.vn.%n.nce, and is the legitimate outgrowth
of Colbert’s financial philosophy. With all our
boasted intelligence, our people are the in-
nocent instrumentalities in the hands of
sentiment and tradition. Else where shall
we account for the incongruous theories

Google

concerning taxation which have grown up-
amongst us, and in one form or another have
been enacted into statute laws?

More than one hundred years ago Adam
Smith laid down four canons of taxation
the first of which is, “That the subjects of
every state ought to contribute to the support
of the government as nearly as possible in
proportion to their respective abilities, that is,
1n proportion to the revenue which they re-
spectively enjoy from the protection of the
state.” Instead, however, of acting upon
that principle, it would seem that govern-
ments have sought rather to obscure and
evade it. It would be difficult, indeed, to
find much of the essence of that great canon
in the taxation laws of this country. S8yndi-
cates, combinations, and trusts have been or-
ganized in every conceivable form and, os-
tensibly, for every conceivable purpose, to
escape personal liability on the part of the pro-
moters thereof, to smother competition,
enhance prices, reduce wages, monopolize
trade and to seal the evidences of wealth from
the eye of the assessor or tax collector. Or,
failing in this, flagrant and open bribery has
been resorted to to accomplish the same re-
sult. Evasions of the law regarding the
listing of personal property for taxation
have become the rule rather than the ex-
ception. What in the early days would
have been considered a erime has, in these
later days, come to be looked upon as a vir-
tue by men of large corporate wealth, hold-
ing extensive personal estates. Nor is this
alf The most vicious teachings have been in-
culeated into the minds of the American peo-
ple, especially regarding the effect of certain
methods of taxation. few years ago, back
in Iowa, I heard political orators solemnly
declare to the evident gratification of their
audiences that a customs duty of twenty-
five cents a bushel on corn, wheat, and oats
resulted in an increase to just that extent
in the prices of those cereals.

This was believed, notwithstanding we ex-

rted millions of bushels and imported none.

ence, a certain political party was to be
eternaily glorified because of its solicitous care
of the farmer. Now that our manufacturers
are successfully competing with those of other
nations in the markets of the world, we are
told by these same orators that this same
customs duty, by some inscrutable process,
has worked a reduction in prices. The
gravity of the situation appears when we
reflect that a majority of our people evi-
dently believe both these absurd proposi-
tions.

Is it any wonder that we have been grop-
ing in a wilderness of economic doubt re-

arding taxation when such things are be-
leved?

There was work, indeed, for the great mind
and heart of Henry George. He took this
abstruse subject, and, having mastered it him-
self, proceeded to elucidate, illustrate, make
plain. That he is misunderstood is due sim-
ply to the fact that he has not been read and
studied. Throughout all his writings, whether
considering taxation in the abstract, whether
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demolishing the “manufactured to order”
arguments of Herbert Spencer, whether
replying to the Duke of Argyll or answering
the far-reaching but untenable statements
of Pope Leo, there was ever the broad, hu-
manitarian spirit of fairness, of justice for
all men, high and low, rich or poor. He
blamed not men, but conditions and prece-
dents; he attacked not men, but systems, and

reoogmzing that selfishness is inherent in us
all, he acknowledged an Astor or Vanderbilt
to be as much a victim of circumstances as
the poorest man in the land. He opposed
war, stood for peace, and pleaded for liberty,
freedom and opgortunity for all men in
climes. Art and literature, science and in-
vention, statesmanship, education and en-
li.il;tenment——theae were the heights toward
which he would have led us.all.

He hoped and prayed and pleaded and
believed that—

There should come from out this noise of
strife and g'roaning,
A broader and a juster brotherhood,
A deep equality of aim, postponing
All selfish seeking to the general good.
There shall come a time when each shall to
another
Be as Christ would have him, brother unto
brother.
There shall come a time when brother-
hoods grow stronger
Than the narrow bounds which now dis-
tract the world;
When the cannons roar and
blare no longer,
And ironclad rusts and battle-flags are
furled; .
When the bars of creed and speech and
race, which sever,
8hall be fused in one humanity forever.

When the world once knows and com-

rehends the mighty purposes set in motion
gy Henry George, nations will cease to
wage wars for conquest and subjection—
they will be actuated by higher motives than
the sale of rum and gunpowder and opium,
and the conquering of continents for commerce
and spoilation. The energies of men will
be devoted to the amelioration of mankind,
not its enslavement. For—

Were half the power that fills the earth with

terror,
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps
and courts,
Given to redeem the human mind from error,
There were no need for arsenals and forts.

trumpets

The warrior’s name would be a name ab-

O ?

And every nation that should lift again
Its hand against a brother, on its forehead

Would wear forever more the curse of Cain.

While the world pays homage and builds
monuments to its conqll_llering chieftains and
war heroes, I prefer rather to treasure in the
hearts of man the memory of one who had
no ambition but to do good and be just;
uo aspiration but “to mark out the path and
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clear the way up which all the nations of
the earth must come in God’s appointed time, "’
and who “dared for a great cause to fight, to
suffer, if need be to die.”

Speak, History. Who are life's victors?
Unroll thy long annals and say,
Are they those whom the world calls the
victors,
Who won the success of the day?

18, or Nero? The Spartans
Who fell at Thermopyl®'s tryst,

Or the Persians and Xerxes? His judges,

Or Socrates? Pilate, or Christ?

Changing only the terms I make his own
1 at once the measure of his life’s work
and his epitaph.

“He sought the law and justice. And, his
nobler nature developed, there arose the
desire, higher nl‘:'.let’ that even he might some-
how aid in making life better and brighter, in
destroying want and sin, sorrow and shame.
He turned his back upon the feast and re-
nounced the place of power; he left to others
to accumulate wealth, to gratlfy pleasant
tastes, to bask themselves in the warm sun-
shine of the brief day. He worked for those
he never saw nor could see; for a fame, or
maybe for a scant justice, that could only
come long after the clods had rattled upon
his coffin lid. He toiled in the advance,
where it was cold, and there was little cheer
from men, and the stones were sharp and the
brambles thick. Amid the scoffs and sneers
that stabbed like knives, he builded for the
future; he cut the trail that pro ive hu-
manity might hereafter broaden into a high-
road. Into higher and grander spheres %na
desire mounted and beckoned, and a star that
rose in the east led him on.”

This is the height and breadth and depth
of his mighty purpose, which, let us hope,
will grow and blossom till established justice
and equality shall be the heritage of men
through all the lengthened years.

Among other speakers were Judge E. D.
Benson, Geo. F. Cotterill, E. W. Way, Harry
W. Stern, and Rev. Mr. Simmons. V&e t
that we have not space for these, since all of
them are worthy of permanent preservation.

Large meetings were held in Philadelphia,
in San Francisco, in Cincinnati, in New Or-
leans and other cities. Mention of these will
be found in our News department. Wherever
the faithful were gathered, there, if there were
but two who could meet, the anniversary of
the day which saw the birth of the prophet
of a better time was not allowed to pass with-
out some appropriate sign.

FRANK H. WARREN.

Frank H. Warren, whose portrait appears
eisewhere, was born in Sarina, Ont., September
3, 1864, and five years later went with his
parents to East Saginaw, Mich., where, for
seven vears, he received a common school
education. He removed from here to Windsor,
Ont., with his parents in 1876, and a year
later went to live with a doctor in Reading,
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Mich., who promised him an education for
his services. But after a year with the medi-
cine man, Warren decided that he did not want
to be a doctor and returned home.

About this time the Ku Klux outr
in the South, together with the Negro exodus
to Kansas, drew his attention to the deplora-
bie condition of his race in the South, and at
the age of fifteen he set out to inform himself
of the true state of affairs.

For four years Warren traveled through
nearly eve:;y one of the slave States, inform-
ing himself continually of Negro conditions,
and met with varied experiences. As often
as he entered a plantation the Negroes were
always anxious to answer his questions,
and clustered about him in 1 numbers.
Often would he be ordered off the premises,
and on three occasions violence was used.
For resenting an insult at the hands of Gov.
McEnery, of Louisiana, in 1882, Warren nar-
rowly escaped lynching, and only a ruse de-
feated the purpose of the New Orleans mob.
His industrial career was be in Saginaw
as a newsboy, and he successively learned the
trades of plasterer, painter, waiter and barber.

Upon returning from the South in 1884,
‘Warren entered into an unfortunate matrimo-
nial alliance, and five yearslater removed to
Mackinac Island. He ‘was divorced from his
first wife and remarried in 1898. He is now
actively engaged in preparing to found a
sngle tax colony in Africa, with American
Negroes, and, believing a knowledge of law
essential, is now junior student of Detroit
Collcge of Law. He became acquainted with
the eorg philosophy in 1890, when Edward
Osgood Brown, of Chicago. sent him the
Standard. He has ever since been an active
sngle taxer.

]
JOHN J. McCANN.

Again we are called upon to chronicle the
death of a faithfuland beloved member of our
cause, John J. McCann, of 8t. Louis, who
died at Eureka Springs, Arkansas, on Tues-
day, Sept. 10. e funeral services took

lace at 8t. Malachi’s Church in 8t. Louis.

e pallbearers were W. J. Atkinson, Frank
K. Ryan, John A. Peck, W. H. Priesmeyer,
J. W. Donnell, M. A. Lmdsalg, Thomas Kil-
oren and Doctor W. P. Hill. Father Randall
delivered a short address upon Mr. McCann,
describing his devotion to principle and to
his work.

John J. McCann was 52 years old, and his
death was hastened by his incarceration in the
workhouse last summer, whither he was sen-
tenced for six months for his refusal to dpa a
tax of $25 on his business of real estate aner.
McCann contended that the tax was unjust
and went to the workhouse in defense of his
principle.

He was raleased after six weeks’ imprison-
ment, but with health badly impaired. All
this summer he was in a critical condition,
and he was sent to Eureka Springs as a last

hope.
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He was buried in Calvary Cemetery. Our
brother leaves a father, mother, brother, and
seven sisters.

His work in St. Louis has been the means of
adding over $237,000 to the revenue of the city,
but it has no doubt had more important re-
sults than that, since it has called the atten-
tion of the people of Missouri to the unjust
tax burdens under which they suffer.

Of his services in the great cause there is
little need to speak, since their value was
widely recognized. His own strong, nobl
self-sacrificing life is his best eulogy. He di
a martyr to our faith, for it is given to a few
to die for it. Let it be said of him, as Heine
said of himself, desiring that the words should
serve as the epitaph for his tomb, “He was a
brave soldier in the war for human freedom. "

|
MORTGAGE TAXATION.

The 8t. Paul Globe, in an editorial on mort-
gage taxation, makes an argument which is
sufficiently enlightened and so uncommon as
m‘bhed worthy o ml:;’i.i(ile. It s?ys:au

‘Mortgages, which are for purposes
realt; ,rzﬁould not escape their just burden,
for the protection vouchsafed the security is
enjoyed by the morl(.fage estate. But, says
one, this would mean double taxation. Not at
all. Deduct from the value of the property
the amount of the mortinge and assess the
balance to the holder of the fee. Then assess
the mortgage as if it were realty. This
would avoid double taxation and compel the
owner of the mortgage to pay his tax where
his property enjors the protection of the iaw.

“The money lender says if his n.ortgage
estate be taxed he will raise his rate of interest.
Well, what of it? That is a purely business
matter between the borrower and the lender.
Missouri and California have both a system
of mortgage taxation in vogue, and up to
date there been no special disarrangement
of the economical universe. Neither did capi-
tal fold its tents like the Arabs and quietly
atealu]daway, as some confidently asserted it
would.”

This plan has had a thorough trial in Cali-
fornia. The California constitution of 1879
provided for the taxation of the mortgage
where the land is situated, and for the de-
duction of the amount of the mortgage on
the assessed value of the real property. It
provided further that the mortgagor and
mortgagee should make no contract for the
payment of the tax by the mortgagor.

ﬁe result has been very carefully in-
vestigated by Prof. Carl C. Phlen. Prof.
Phlen says that the tax is regularly shifted
to the debtor, together with a little some-
thing more, about one-fourth to one-half
of one per cent. to insure the lender against
a possible loss by a change in the tax rate.
Moreover, the tax is heavier than on other
property because mortgaged property is more
sharply assessed. When an assessor assesses
mortgaged property at the same rate as un-
mortgaged property, which is about 60
per cent. of the true value, and a deduction
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o uemanded of the amount of the m‘m&;ﬁ;
there may be nothing left to assess.
leads the assessor to raise the assessment to a
considerable sum above the amount of the
mortgage. The consequence is that borrow-
ers have to pay in interest and taxes together
from one-third to one-half of one per cent.
more than they would have to pay if the entire
tax were assessed to the property owner, and
the mortgage, as such, were exempt.

ifornia since 1898 has obtained relief
from this condition by the decision in the
case of the San Francisco Bank against Band-
man, 120 Cal., 221, in which it was decided
that a contract, not simultaneous with the
mortgage, between the mortgagor and the
mortgagee, for the payment of the tax on the
mortigage by the mortgagor, is not in viola-
tion of the constitution.

No_one can possibly defend a system of
taxation which imposes increased burdens
u}:on mortgagors, as such. A simple way out
of the whole difficulty is to exempt mortgages
from taxation altogether. If prejudices are
too strong for this, the next best thing to do
is to provide for the taxing of the mortgage
in the event of a deduction from the assessed
value being claimed by the mortgagor, and
leave the parties free to contract in regard
to the tax as they see fit. This is the rule in
Connecticut and Massachusetts, and it results
in the exemption from taxation of mortgages.

THE CHICAGO CHRONICLE TAKES AD-
VANCED GROUND.

The Chicago Chronicle is udvocating what it
calls a “simple tax”—"the taxation of land
the structures thereon, and the franchises. #
We should tax, it says, “only what is in sight
of the assessor.” It prefers this tax to the
single tax because it holds, somewhat curiously,
that the latter is the taxation of “the unsu
stantial and non-existent.” It advocates
the exemption of personal property because
personal property “produces nothing.” Of
course better reasons could be assigned, but
it is well to advocate a good cause even on
mistaken grounds.

Of course m'ngle taxers have got in their
work, and the Chronicls has published com-
munications from Edward (?sgood Brown,
J. R. Cummings, J. T. Ripley, E. B. Summer,
E. C. Moeller, C. J. Foyer, R. Culman, Jr., and
others. In 1eply to the arguments of our
Chicago friends the Chronicle assumes that
single taxers are wrong in their contention but
refrains from giving its proof. Its defense of
its own progoeition of a simple tax is able
and reasonable, just as a defense of creeping
a8 » mode of motion may appear reasonable
where one either will not or cannot acrept the
alternative of walking. The Chronicle speaks
of the single tax unlimited as “a mode of con-
fiscating the capital invested in land,” but if
such tax can be shifted nothing would be con-

from the landowner. In replying to

Mr. C. J. Foyer the Chronicle asks him i% he
nes that the “millions of people wro are

small home owners”—there are scarcely
millions—“ would consent to part with their
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savings invested in lots and homes for their
families.”” We fear that Mr. Foyer will con-
tinue obdurate until the Chronicle succeeds in
showing how the single tax will confiscate
such savings.

‘We imagine that the advanced position
of the Chronicle will gladden the hearts of
the Chicago single taxers, who will point to
it as a result of their recent independent
campaign in the city. As to whether it can
be ascribed to this cause or not, the Chronicle
evidently has a very wholesome respect for
the taxation “sharps” who are called single
taxers, and welcomes their co-operation in
true reform. It deserves credit, for what it
advocates is really a mighty step forward,
and it is to be}honored, too, for throwing open
its columns in such generous measure to
the advocates of a more radical reform.
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Mayor Johnson has signalized the current
weeks of his administration e?iy doing the
usual number of public spirited acts in the
interests of the people of Cleveland. Com-
plaints having reached him that the com-
pany to whom the contract for the collection
of garbage had been given were doing the
cartage iIn wagons whose iron covers made
& deafening noise and that the wagons were
80 loose as to scatter the garbace over the
streets, Mayor Johnson promptly gave in-
structions that the bills of the company
were not to be paid until the wagons were
put in order.

Mayor Johnson's Labor Day proclamation
was an unusual document and read as follows:

“In conformity to the custom of my

redecessors, I call public attention to

onday, September 2, proximo, as Labor
Day, ordained by the vernment of the
United States and State of Ohio in honor of
labor and in celebration of its dignity and
blessi The people are admonished that
labor is the corner stone of the republic
and of individual character. It is this fact
which makes our political institutions the
last, best hope of earth.

“Let the day be observed by relaxation
from daily toil, by innocent pleasures, indi-
vidual rejoicings and by recognition of the
buman brotherhood. ”

The Cleveland Plaindealer says: “The
city clerk’s office force has been groaning
under the load heaved upon it since the
advent of the Johnson administration, and
it complains that it cannot do the clerical
work. For that reason the Mayor will ask
City Clerk Taland to put on an extra man
in order that the work can be done in time.”
The work here especially referred to is the
g;wing of 160 unpaved streets. Just now

eveland is the busiest city in the union,
because it has at its head a ﬂracticnl mayor
who is doing business as Chief Magistrate
and is not engaged in playing politics.

In the last number of the Review we
made an examination of the question of
hucksters’ licenses, showing their utter 1u-
expediency. In vetoing a measure of th;s
kind, Mayor Johnson says:
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“As a plan for raising revenue it is insig-
nificant. The provisions of the ordinance
will not prevent fraud and its operation
will in no wise bring itinerant merchants
or hucksters under any police control or regu-
lation, while its effect will be to license
many street merchants and fake venders that
under present conditions we are able to con-

. is will be particularly harmful
during the times of large gatherings, such as
we are about to have in the city.

“It is in my judgment an attempt to pre-
vent competition and interfere with small
traders to an extent that will ultimately
raise the price to the consumer of certain
necessities of life. It is a plan for taxing
consumption rather than propert{, for taxmﬁ
poverty rather than privilege. It is one o
the tricks, so often resorted to by the owners
of valuable property and privileges, to avoid
burdens which they themselves should bear. ”

Of another licensing circuses this extra-
ordinary Mayor who has the unique dis-
tinction of seeing things as they are, says:
M‘As 8 ’lplan for raising revenue it is inade-
quate. This is an attempt to attack innocent
amusement by making it more expensive
and to the extent that it does this it seems, in
my judgment, harmful, for innocent amuse-
ment should be encouraged rather than pre-
vented. If, on the other hand, the amuse
ment is of a character to be harmful, a wiset
course, to my mind, would be to prohibi-
it altogether.

“It would be an almost intolerable nuisance
if the managers of every little concert or
other entertainment, for which a small ad-
mission fee is charged, were obliged to secure
a license. Many would be liable to punish-
ment for violating the ordinance through
ignorance.”’

Honest men the country over will applaud
Mayor Johnson’s efforts to make Cleveland
the model city in which so far as may be
done?by the administration of a municipality
the doctrine of manhood shall prevnif) the
rights of progrty are recognized, and ah
men should equal before the law. It
is conceivable that men may honestly differ
with him as to methods, but it is incredible
that any sincere man should accuse him
of demagogy. Yet the Philadelphia Press,
in an article with the caption, “Th e Ways
of a Demagogue,” accuses him of playing to
the galleries. Has the sense of civic spirit
fallen so low that a mayor of a city who
does his duty in a perfectly fearless way,
even if that way be his own, who remedies
abuses, who demands that tax evasion shall
cease, who goes down in his own pocket to
pay for services rendered in behalf of the city,
who is vigilant in the protection of the rights
of the humblest, who exposes pretence and
tears away the mask from the pretenders—
shall such a man be accused of being a dema-
gogue?
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