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connection with the British inva-
‘sion of Thibet (p. 23), an obstruc-
tive Thibetan force having been
attacked by the British expedition
near (iyantse at a point about
16,000 feet above sea level. The
attack was made on the 6th, and
the fight lasted two hours. The
Thibetans were dislodged from
their entrenchments with a loss
of about 75, the British loss in
killed being 3, including Captain
Bethune, who led the attack. Sub-
sequent reports indicate that the
Thibetans are opposing greater re-
sistance to the British advance.

The pacification of the Moros in
the Philippines by the United
States does not appear to have
been as complete as announced
(vol. vi, p. 808) by Gen. Wood two
months ago. News dispatches of
the 11th from Manila report that
Lieut. Winfield Harper and 39
men of Company F of the Seven-
teenth United States infantry,
were caught in ambush May 8, by
several hundred Moros. Two
American officers-and 15 men were
killed and 5 men were wounded.
The ambush oeccurred at Simpa-
tem, on the cast shore of Lake
Liguasan, Island of Mindanao.

f—

Meagre reports of probable war
between Brazil and I’eru are at
hand. The difticulty grows out of
conflicting claims to parts of the
so-called Aere country regarding
which Brazil and Bolivia eame
near engaging in war some 15
months ago. The Acre country
comprises 80,000 square miles. Tts
resources for rubber production
are said to have been discovered
by the celebrated mountain
climber, Sir Martin Conway, an
Englishman, who procured from
Bolivia a grant of the land, with
vast powers of government, in
which American capitalists are
now deeply interested. The re-
gion is deseribed as lving far in-
land, 2,500 miles or more from the
mouth of the Amazon, a wild see-
tion of South America, antra-
versed by any railroad, without
telegraph lines, and a three weeks’
journey by the uncertain river
boats from PPara. Itis watered by
three great tributaries of the Ama-
zon—the Javary, Jurua and Purus
—and their affluents, deriving its
name from one of the Iatter, the
river “Aquiry” or “Aecre.” It is
bounded on the north and east by

the Brazilian states of Amazonas
and Matto (GGrosso, on the south by
Bolivia and on the west by I'eru.
When the original boundary treaty
between Brazil and Bolivia was
signed, in 1867, the population
consisted entirely of nomadic and
hostile Indians, and the dangers of
exploration were augmented by
the prevalence of fevers and rep-
tiles and insects of the most dead-
Iy description. Not until the rub-
ber industry at Manaos and Para
became of value and the prospec-
tors pushed westward into the
wilderness to locate new lands
suitable for this tree did the dis-
triet receive special attention. It
had been in undisputed possession
of Brazil, and only in 1894 did
Brazil and Bolivia realize the ne-
cessity for a more definite boun-
dary line at this point. In 1895 a
joint commission of those two gov-
ernments agreed to adopt a pro-
visional line, but disputes after-
ward arose, and in the winter of
1903 the rubber interests in the
Acre country claimed by Bolivia
rose in successful revolt against
that country (vol. v, pp. 711, 712),
following which Brazil sent an ul-
timatum giving notice to Bolivia
that if she should attempt to re-
occupy the disputed territory,
Brazil would pacify and adminis-
tér it by military force until a set-
tlement of the whole dispute had
been reached. Bolivia thereupon
agreed to Brazilian military occu-
pation and administration of all
the disputed country to the wesrt
of the Yaco river, at the same time
advising Brazil that she was send-
ing to Rio Janeiro a minister spe-
cially authorized to negotiate a
satisfactory agreement, or failing
that to arrange for arbitration.
No further reports of the difficulty
between Brazil and Bolivia have
been publighed in this country. But
on the 3d came reports of rumors
in Rio Janeiro to the effect that
orders had been issued for concen-
tration of all the Brazilian forees
in the first military district at
points on the frontier of Pern
where Peruvian troops were re-
ported to have crossed into the
territory. These rumors were con-
firmed by dispatchies of the 4th
from Rio, which also stated that
naval as well as military prepara-
tions were under way looking to
war with Peru,’

It scems that Peru had asserted

claims in the Acre country by oc-
cupying the Jurua and the Perus
valleys with troops, and that Bra-
zil had notified her to evacuate.
No reply to this notice having been
received, Brazil proceeded with her
military and naval preparations.
From Lima, Peru, also on the 4th,
the Peruvian minister for foreign
affairs was reported as saying
that his government was prepar-
ing to resist the “unjust ag
gression” of Brazil. He was
further reported as asserting that
it is a political whim of Brazil's
foreign minister to annex the ter-
ritories of Alto Jurua and Alte
Perus, inventing as a basis for
such action stories of Peruvianin-
vasions, and that Brazil had now
sent troops to occupy the coveted
region. ,

Five days later a dispatch from
Manaos announced that an imper-
tant battle had been fought be-
tween the Brazilian forces and the
Peruvians near the river Chandles,
and that the Peruvians were cou
pletely routed. It is said to be
the general opinion, however, that
theire will not be a war, the Peru-
vian minister to Brazil havingde
livered a note proposing an exam-
ination of the property rights of
both countries in the disputed
Acre territory, without takinginto
account the actual occupation of
the district.

In American politics there have
been during the week six Repub-
lican State conventions. The Colo-
rado convention on the 6Gth gave
instructions for Roosevelt; that
of New Jersey on the 10th in-
dorsed his administration, bunt
gave no instructions; those of
Conneeticut, Maryland and Ala-
bama, on the 11th, endorsed but
did not instruct; and that of
Washington, also on the 11th,
both endorsed and instructed.

The week’s record of Democratie
State conventions comprises those
of Connecticut and Washington.
In Connecticut the delegates werr
snbjected to the unit rule and
were instructed for Parker. This
was done by a vote of 366 to 186,
the minority being supporters of
Hearst, In Washington on the 5th
no instructions for anyvone were
made, but the unit rule was adopt-
ed and of the 10 national delegates
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Tarereported to be strong Hearst
men.

Some inferences regarding the
approaching Presidential conven-
tion of the Democratic party may
be drawn from dispatches of the
3th from St. Louis of the results of
lemocratic primaries with refer-
esce to the governorship of Mis-
gouri. They report that Joseph
W. Folk, the circuit attorney of
St. Louis, who has come into na-
tional prominence through his
prosecutions of the local political
ring and its “business man” con-
federates, has won his fight for
the nomination. In the primaries
of the 7th in eleven counties Mr.
Folk is reported to have had
sweeping victories in every pre-
cinet in every county save one,
Lafavette counfy, which was car-
ried by ex-Mayor James Reed, of
Kansas City, by small majorities.
Folk is now reported to have 286
uncontested delegates out of 356
necessary to nominate, while Reed
has only 61. Harry B. Hawes had
111 votes, which he secured in 8t.
Louis, but he has retired from the
race. Judge James Gantt, of the
Supreme Court, the only other
candidate, has not a single dele-
pate,

After a session of geveral days
in Chicago (p. 72) the Socialigt con-
vention has adopted a national
platform and nominated PPresiden-
tial candidates. It is too long for
complete quotation here, but we
reproduce all the essential fea-
tures:

We, the Soclalist Party, in conven-
tlon assembled, make our appeal to
the American pcople as the defender
and preserver of the idea of liberty
and self-government, in which the na-
tion was born. To this idea of
liberty the Republican and Democratic
parties are equally false. . Our
American institutions came into the
world in the name of freedom. They
have been selzed upon by the capital-
ist class as the means of rooting ou*
the idea of freedom from among the
people, By controlling all the
sourdes of social revemue, the pos-
sessing class is able to silence what
might be the voice of protest against
the passing .of liberty and the coming
of tyranny, It completely controls the
university and public school, the pul-
Pit and the press, and the arts and lit-
Our political institu-
tions are also being used as the de-
stroyers of that individual property
upon which all liberty and opportunity

depend. The prorﬁtse of economic in-
dependence to each man was one of the
faiths upon which our institutions
were/founded. But, under the guise of
defending private property, capitalism
is using our political institutions 1o
make it impossible for the vast ma-
jority of human beings ever to become
possesors of private property in the
means of life. Capitalism is the enemy
and destroyer of essential private prop-
erty. Its development is through the
legalyized confiscation of all that the
labor of the working class produces,
above Its subsistence-wage. . . So-
clalism comes to rescue Lhe people
from the fast increasing and successful
assault of capitalism upon the liberty
of the individual. As an American
socialist party, we pledge our fidelity
to the principles of international so-
cialism, as embodied in the united
thought and action of the soclalists of
all nations. . . The tendency of the
compeiitive wage system is to make
labor’s lowest condition the measure or
rule of its universal condition. Indus-
try and finance are no longer national
but international, in both organization
and results. . . The soclalist move-
ment therefore is a world-movement.
It knows of no conflicts of Interest be-
tween the workers of one nation and
the workers of another. The so-
cialist movement owes its birth and
growth to that economic development
or world-process which is rapidly sep-
arating a working or producing clas3
from a possessing or capitalist class.

The fact that theee two classes
have not yet become fully conscious
of their distinction from each other,
the fact that the lines of division and
interest may not yet be clearly drawn,
does not change the fact of the class
confiict. This class struggle {8 due to
the private ownership of the means of
employment, or the tools of production.
Wherever and whenever man owned
his own land and tools, 2and by them
produced only the things which he
used, economic independence was pos-
sible. But production, or the makinz
of goods, has long ceased to be indi-
vidual. The labor of scores, or evex
thousands, enters into elmost every
article produced. Production {8 mnow
social. or collective. But this co-
operation in production is not for tha
direct use of the things made by the
workers who make them, but for the
profit of the owners of the tools and
means of production; and to this is due
the present division of society into two
classes, A society based upon
this class division carries in itself the
seeds of its own destruction. Such a
society is founded in fundamental in-
justice. There can be no possible
basis for social peace, for individual
freedom, for mental and moral har-
mony, except in the conscious and
complete triumph of the working
class as the only class that has the
right or power to be. The soclalist

program is not a theory imposed upon
society for its acceptance or rejection.
It is but the Interpretation of whet is,
sooner or later, inevitable. . . If
the world i8 to be saved from chaos,
from universal dieorder and misery, it
must be by the urion of the workers of
all nations in the socialist movement.
The soclalist party comes with the
only proposition or program for intelli-
gently and deliberately organizing the
nation for the common good of all 1ts
citizens. Socialism means that
‘all those things upon which the people
in common depend shall by the people
in common be owned and adminis-
tered. It means that the tools of em-
ployment shall belong to their creatora
and users; that all production shall be
for the direct use of the producers;
that the making of goods 1or profli
shall come to an end; that we shall all
be workers together; and that all op-
portunities shall be open and equal to
all men. To the end that the workers
may seize every possible advantags
that may strengthen them to gain com-
plete control of the powers of govern-
ment, and thereby the sooner estab-
lish the co-operative commonwealth,
the Socialist party pledges Itself to,
watch and work in both the economic
and the political struggle for each suc-
cessive lmmediate Interest of the
working class; for shortened days of
labor and increases of wages; for the
insurance of the workers against acc!-
dent, sickness and lack of employment; _
for pensions for aged and exhausted
workers; for the public ownership of
the means of transportation, com-
munication and exchange; for the
graduated taxation of Incomes, inheri-
tances, franchises and land values, the
proceeds 10 be applied to the public
employment and improvement of the
conditions of the workers; for the com-
plete education of children, and their
freedom from the workshop; for the
equal suffrage of men and women; for
the prevention of the use of the mili-
tary against labor in the settlement of
strikes; for the free administration of
justice; for popular government, in-
cludipg initiative, referendum, propor-
tional representation, equal suffrage
and municipal home rule, and the re-
call of officers by their constituents;
and for every gain or advantage for
the workers that may be wrested from
the capitalist system, and that may re-
lieve the suffering and strengthen the
hands of labor. We lay upon every
man elected to any executive or legis-
lative office the first duty of siriving to
procure whatever is for the workers’
most immediate interest, and for what-
ever will lessen the economic and po-
litical powers of the capitalist, and in-
crease the llke powers of the worker.
But. -in 80 doing, we are using thess
remedial measures as means to the one
gr<at end of the co-operative common-
wealth,

The chairman of the committee




