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“The Story of the Lopez Family”
(Boston. James H. West Co. (§1.) Is
pot published with the object of bring-
ing the misfortunes of that outraged
family into prominence. Theirs is un-
fortunately & typical case, and for that
reason the story ie published. In learn-
ing how and why and to what extent they
suffered at the hands of a ruthless army
of subjugation, American readers may
get some insight into the national crime
which to so many Americans hasseemed
a glorious incident in the extension of
Christian empire.

“Many years ago,”’ says the prefatory
note, “before Spain became despoticand
odious, the better-class Filipinos, at the
suggestion of the Spanish authorities,
adopted Spanish surnames. The posses-
sion of a Spanish name by a Filipino does
pot, therefore, imply raclal mixture.”
This Lopez family is of pure Filipino
stock, and shows the possibilities of the
race. But we must not forget to men-
tion—as the editor does forget—that the
family seems to have enjoyed special
privileges, and wae among the favored
classes of their people. The Filipinos
were, of course, no better than the rest
of the world, and had favored classes.
But this fact does not interfere with the
eflectiveness of the book as an enlight-
ening story of our dolngs in their coun-
try. It is a bitter commentary on the
hollowness of the quotation from Presi-
dent Roosevelt which faces the preface.
This quotation Is worth repeating,
gimply as an illustration of the cheap-
wess of words: “It fs unworthy of a
mighty and generous-nation,” writes our
chief magistrate, “itself the greatestand
most successful republic in history, to
refuse to stretch out'a helping hand to
a young and weak eister republic just
entering upon its career of independ-
ence.” .

This book shows what is meant by
ahelping hand. It marksthe beginning
of a history of the American subjugation
of the Philippines from the Philippine
point of view. It covers the period from
the latter part of 1901 to the fall lof 1902,
and is illustrated with portraits and
characterietic scenes. An introduction

by Canning Eyot.tells the story very:

briefly. For the rest the book ig made
up of family letters, chiefly those of Miss
Jullana Lopez to absent relatives and
friends. The letters could not be better
degcribed than in Mr. Eyot's language:

“Devoid of any pretension to literary
merit or descriptive art, these letters
present in the easy simplicity of truth
& picture of the life and character of an
Eastern people which even a master
hand might fail to delineate. Breath-
ing a spirit of the purést family and fillal
devotion, pathetic In turn, merciless in
their scorn of false friend or unworthy
foe, frank In admitting or correcting a
former error or false report, they are full

purposes of display or to obtain noto-
rlety. They aresimply family letters, in-
tended for private perusal only, and were.
written solely for the purpose of inform-
ing those who were absent of the mis-
fortunes that had befallen the persons
and property of the family. Yet unin-
tentionally they serve a different and an
even more interesting purpose, by giv-
ing, as has been sald, an otherwise unob-
tainable picture of family life in the
Philippines, and an insight into Filipino
life and character, entirely new to the
Western world.”

Some of these letters would need alter-
atlons only as to time, place and names,
to seem like some resurrected corre-
spondence of our own great grandmoth-
ers disclosing the brutality of “red coats”
and “'Hesesians” when we ourselves were
reslsting forelgn subjugation. So free
and ingenuous are they that there is
no mistaking their truthfulness; and
this does not tend to elevate one's es-
timation of the “honor of our army” in
the Philippines.

In concluding the volume the editor,
whose work of introduction and inei-
dental explanation has been well done,
puts his finger upon the cause of “the
dead hosts, the charred.hamlets, and the
graves upon a thousand hills” in the
Philippines. ‘“Could all this have been
avolded?” he asks. *“Yes, incontectably,
yes. It was avolded in Cuba. How?
By the substitution of a word. In the
treaty of Paris, a clause relating to
Cuba provided that Spain hereby ‘relin-
quishes’ sovereignty over the Island of
Cuba; another clause, relating to the
Philippines, provided that Spain here-
by ‘cedes’ sovereignty over the Philip-
pines'to the United States.- When-that
word ‘cedes’ was embodied in the treaty
of Paris, the blood was potentially shed.”

Yes, and upon the men who demanded
the embodiment of that word, be they
great men or emall, powerful or weak,
famous or obscure, dead or living—upon
them rests the guilt of that blood. The
stain i3 there, and it will never out. Its
scarlet color will deepen as history
evaporates the softening mists in which
contemporary interests and ambitions
veil it. If there are still tender souls
who imagine that our country and her
brave soldiers are all that honor and
chivalry demand for the perfection of
ideals and the progress of humanity, we
advise them not to read this book with-
out preparing themselves for a painful
disillusion.

PAMPHLETS.

Admirers of James Arthur Edgerton’'s
work in prose will welcome the pamphlet
fszued by *“The Essene, 53 Park Place,
New York, in which is published a poem
of his, “In the Gardens of God."

Albert Baxter has colleeted and the In-
ternational Publishing company, of Grand
Rap!ds, Mich., have printed, the poems of
the late Cella Baxter Brigham, under the

her day, which are now fading In the
tradition. Her verses are
and some of them appeared
York Tribune and

mists of
rhythmical,
originally in the New
Harper's Weekly.

Not to have read the “Straight Edge's”
(1" Beventh Ave, New York) little pam-
phlet, *“The Church of the Divine Satlsfac-
tion,"” 18 to have missed one of the most
delicious satires of the day. It Is meot a
gatire upon religion, as members of the
“Church of the Divine Satisfactlon’ and
fts branches are llkely to infer. the
contrary it is a very genuinely religious
bit of writlng. But it 18 a satire on the
plutocratic paganlsm that passes for re-
ligion among the pharisees, and ls keen,
merciless and wholesome.

PERTODICALS.

Among the gratifying indications of
the growlng tendency toward recognition
ot municipaiities as the true unlt oI BuV-
ernment, is “Clvic Affairs,” a monthiy
magazine published by the Civie Club, of
Gtund Raplas, Mich.,” ot which thg April
number is the fourth issue.

Mr, Klefer Is right In pointing out, In the
Nebraska ' Independent, ot March 24, that
Mr. De Hart does not comprehend the
singlé tax. His calllng It en “internal tax
upon wealth” shows this. But the edlior
is also right in letting Mr, De Hart have
his say in favor of protection. His arti-
cles are doubtless a rellef to him. and
they probably do an infinitestmal amount
of harm in the columns of the Lndependent.
in the same number Mrs. Elisa Stowe
Twitchell has a good paper on ‘:TFarmers

1n a notice of Post’s Ethies of Democracy,
the Natbon says, “The drift of the whole s
sociallstic, but there is in it political econ-
omy of the most systematic kind, and po-
litical writing of a sound sort.”” One would
Hke to know, for curlosity sake, whatls the
state of mind of the reviewer who could
read this book and find the prevailing drift
to be soclalistic. It is easy to understand
how he might criticize the author's chap-
ter on Trilal by Jur;{f or his theorles as 1o
Foreign Trade, or his views of Repudia-
tlon, but to says that the drift of the book
is mocialistic is a dense lucus a_non_Ju-
cendo that glves us pause. J.H.D.

“Qur Irish Friends,” is the title of a de-
lightfuliy written article in Macmillan's
Magazine, telling of the trip of a Scotchman
to lreland. - *“The poverty,” -he says, ‘‘of
a Highlander i wealth to that of the Irish-
man."’ hough he found home-Tule a
word to kindle the flameof the Irish peas-
ant’s eye, he concluded that proprietorship
Is moré to him than parHament. “There's
many a lump o' land,” a peasant said, “if
it was divided up into bita, an’ every poor
man got wan ov the bitaov It, they wouldn't
need to (go away to foreign parts.”” The
writer of the article does homage to the
obscure, untutored, native Irishpriest, who
has grown oid in suffering with his Deolgie.

and the 8ingle Tax." H.D

Many boys who have reveled over the
pages of ‘'Robinson Crusoe” do not know
that Its author's real name was Danie] Foe,
and that he changed it to Defoe—getting
the notion, perhaps, from writing himself
D. Foe, A short account of him and also
a description of his island, as it ! to-
day, are glven in the April St, Nicholas,
Defoe wan a merchant for a living. and a
writer for love and conviction. Besides
aeveral novels, he wrote a number of po-
litieal pamphlets, which frequently got
him Into hot water. The article tellsnoth-
ing of the real man. It speaks of his he-
ing pilloried and hunted, but gives no hint

Mr. John Z, White Writes for *‘Why,”

Mr. White will have an interesting letter in
April “Why' and each month thereafter, Tmtil
further notice, deacribing his lecture tours and
the work of the Henry George Lecture Associa-
tion. You sheuld not mies any of these iscues,
Send twentv.five cenis in stampe or coin to
FRANK VIERTH. Editor "Whv,"Cedar Rapids,
lowa. This pays for yearly subscription.




