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Seventh Year,

eral attention, was the firing'of a strik-
ing miner’s little home and the death in
the flames of the miner's wife, three of
her children -and two grandchildren,
The crime is charged to some of the im-
ported workmen who have taken the
strikers’ places. .

At Garrett was enacted the same trag-
edy witnessed almost yearly . in this
State. '

It is a simple matter to trace the
cause. Every large corporation in this
Commonwesalth, with rapacious greed.
has steadily encroached upon the just
demancs of workingmen. The organiza-
tion of labor in self-defense has funished
excuse for employers to fill strikers’
placeswithimported laborers. For, while
the swarms of immigrants who have
come to this State in the past 156 years
have not been under contract to work in
mines and mills, their presence has been
availed of with the greatest eagerness
by mine operators and the beneficiaries
of the Protective system. The freedom
with which thousands of the so-called
pauper labor of Europe have been ad-
mitted to our shores gave to such
immigration a greater impetus than
would have existed under a free right of
contract. Fifteen or twenty years ago
it was the exception to find other than
American-born men engaged in mining
voal and in varied industries. ‘Now the
rule is reversed, and the payrolls of mine
operators, where the number or check
system Is not used, read like the pages
of a Slav directory. In this studied em-
ployment of the foreign laborer the pro-
tected industries especially have shown
‘their wonderful solicitude for the pro-
tection of the American. And so 'tis a
truth that Protection has proved an open,
Pardora’s box. Here in Pennsylvania,
perhaps, is the real falsity and infamy
of the whole system of Protection more
apparent than in any other State of the
Union. Only because of the mental en-
glavement of men could such a mon-
strous absurdity exist. Absolute Free
Trade in men who must compete with
others for a day's wage; for the products
of labor barriers erected against their
admission because our great industries
must be protected! Itis,then,clear why
a steady influx of a cosmopolitan flood
into this State and into other States
is causing with greater frequency the
signs of a great social disease. These
natives of Italy, Hungary. Bohemia.
Poles, Russians and all branches of
the Slavonic race soon turn against cor-
porate greed, and there is re-enacted,
with greater intensity, the revolt of hnu-
manity against injustice. In view of the
complacency with which the administra-
tion views the proposition to import
coolies to dig the Panama canal. it would
not he surprising to have Baer et? al.
requisition the government for the
services of the Asiatics. should any sur-
vive the pestilential climate of the Isth-
mus.

In this great cente;'gr_human activity,

where might rise an imperial city, a city
whose name, synonymous for all that
made for civic righteousness and trug
happiness and prosperity, would be
known wherever the American flag s
floated, the great tragedy of life as we
know it in our present state of civiliza-
tion is presented in all its hideous forms,
It is not always a pleasure to record the
truth, and if this crude picture of exist-
ing conditions is shaded darkly, it is for
the reason that the palette has been
scanned in vain for pigments of a
brighter hue.
JAMES A. WARREN.

NEWS

Week ending Thursday, June 23.

The event of the week is the Re-
publican national convention (pp.
157, 171). which opened at Chicago
on thé 21st.

Prior to the convention's meet-
ing the national committee pre-
pared the roll of delegates for the
temporary organization, and for
that purpose passed preliminary
judgment on contests. Ina Dela-
ware contest the committee de-
vided in favor of the followers of
J. Edward Addicks (vol. v, pp. 312,
37T8),  usually  distinguished in
newspaper reports as “Gas” Ad
dicks. This decision was sustained
by the committee on credentials,
afterward appointed by the tem-
porary organization of the conven-
tion. In the Louisiana contest be-
tween the organization of white
Republieans (“lily-whites" as they
are called by their rivals) and the
organization of white and black
Republicans (“black-and-tans™ as
tliey ave called by the other fac.
tion), the national committee de-
cided against the “lily whites,”
but the credentials committee of
the temporary organization partly
reversed this action by admitting
both delegations with half a vote
for each delegate.

The most important contest was
that from Wisconsin (p. 11—
most important alike in magni-
tude and political significance and
possibilities. This fight is he-
tween the supporters of the old
Republican  machine  or  “stal-
warts,” led by Senator Spooner,
and the followers of Gov. La Fol-
lette, whom the “stalwarts™ eall
“half-lreeds.” The contestants
were the “stalwarts.” and they
were accorded on the 17th the Wis-

‘testing delegates

consin seats in the temporary or-
ganization by the unanimous vore
of the national committee. When
the contest came before the com-
mittee on credentials on the 21st
the La Follette delegation sub-
mitted a written statement of
their case, which contained the fol-
lowingdeclaration:

The national committee did not ex-
amine our record or appoint any sub-
committee to do so, but at the close of
the argument, immediately decided the
contest upon the conflicting and wholly
contrddictory oral statements of coun-
sel for the respective parties. An ex-
amination of these records and evi-
dence “would at once have disclosed
the fact that every material claim ad-
vanced by the attorneys of sald con-
was without any
foundation in fact.” The conduct of the
committee in deciding the contest Im-
mediately without examiring the rec-
ords or any of the credentials of dele-
gates made it clear that the case had
been determined by them in advance
of its presentation. We now find oo
the credentials committee & number of
gentlemen who as members of the na-
tional committee were most active in
their support of the cause of the con-
testing delegates. Other members of
sald credentials committee, as we are
credibly informed, have expressed
themselves in favor of the contesting
delegation, while every member of the
credentials committee, as we are in-
formed, has been approached in ad-
vance of the hearing for the purpos2
of securing a determinatjon of the ron-
test in favor of the contesting dele-
gates. Believing. in view, of the fore-
going, that it would be’ futile to pre-
seut our cause before this committee,
we prefer to rest It with the Repubii-
can voters of the State of Wisconsin
for their determination.

Thereupon the La Follette dele:
wation returned to their homes. A
sub-committee of the credentials
committee entered, however, upon
an investigation of the case and
in accordance with its report the
whole committee reported to the
convention rebuking the La Fol-
lette delegation for impeaching its
integrity and declaring in favor n‘
the regularity of the “stalwarts.

Only a small scattering vote
against this report was Iaem't] in
the convention. In an interview
on the 224, Lieut.-Gov. Davidson.
of Wisconsin, stated that the ques:
tion will be carried to the people
of Wisconsin, who know that—

the influences which combined to shus
out the representatives of the majority
of the party in Wisconsin were: FIrsh
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“senatorial courtesy,” because of the
personal relations between the 26 sen-
ators who were on the foor and Sen-
ator Spooner; second, congressional
fear, inspired by Mr. Babcock, who dis-
penses the funds ofrthe Congressional
committee; third, the post office clique,
consisting of the army of postmasters
uncer the leadership of Postmaster
General Payne; fourth, the combined
railroad influences of the country, which
to the last one are arrayed against Gov.
La Follette, because he demands that
they treat the people justly.

The convention was called toor-
der on the 2l1st by the postmaster
geuneral, Henry C. Payne, of Wis-
consin, acting chairman of the na-
tional committee. He introduced
as chaplain for the day the Rev.
Timothy P. Frost, pastor of the
First Methodist church of Evans-
ton, 11l.,, who made the prayer.
Mr. Payne then nominated as the
temporary chairman selected by
the mnational committee, Elihu
Root, ex-secretary of war, of New
York, whose nomination was,upon
motion of Gov. Odell, of New York,
unanimously accepted by the con-
vention. Mr. Root made a long
and carefully prepared speech of
arceptance which, it is reported,
is designed for use by the party as
the keynote document of the cam-
paign. At the close of this speech
the committee decided to admit
two delegates from 'orto Rico and
tix from the Philippines, the lat
ter, however, to have but two
votes, \Without further business,
other than the announcement of
vomniittees, the comvention ad-
journed for the day.

The second day’s session began
on the 22d with prayer by the
chaplain of the day, the Rev.

"Father Thomas E. Cox, an assis-

iant pastor at the Roman Catho-
lic catbedral in Chicago (who is
also a well-known disciple of
Permanent or-
ganization was then effected with
Joseph (G. Cannon, speaker of the
House of Representatives, as per-
manent chairman.

The principal work of the con-
vention on the second day was the
adoption of the platform, and the
most important feature of this
business was its disposition of the
tariff question. In the commit-
fe¢ on resolutions that subject
was the only one that elicited any
considerable discussion, and the

tariff revisionists were voted
down. The only concession to
them was the declaration that
with changing conditions tariff
schedules should be readjusted;
but this was coupled with the pro-
viso that readjustments must al-
ways be in the interest of protec-
tion. As adopted by the conven.
tion the platform recites at length
the accomplishments of .the Re-
publican party in the 50 years of
its existence; compliments the
administration of McKinley and
Roosevelt; charges the Demo-
cratic party under President

Cleveland with refusing to eu|

force Republican laws against
trusts, and claims to have en-
forced those laws since super-
seding the Democratic party in
the government; characterizes
protection as *“a cardinal policy of
the Republican party,” the meas-
ure of which “should always at
least equal the difference in the
cest of production at home and
abroad,” and, insisting upon the
maintenance of protection,” de-
mands that rates of duty “be read-
justed only wien conditions have
s0 changed that the public inter-
est demands these alterations,” «
work which “cannot safely be com-
mitted to any other hands than
those of the Republican party;”
calls for reciproeity treaties “con-
sistent with the principles of pro-
tection and without injury to
American agriculture, American
labor or any American industry;”
renews its party's pledges to the
gold standard of money; advo-
cates ship subsidies;favorsanavy
powerful enough to defend the
Monree doctrine and guard our
commerce and people;declares for
Chinese exclusion, the civil serv-
ice law, liberal pensions, interna-
tional arbitration, and protection
of citizens abroad; favors such
Congressional “action as shalt de-
termine whether by special dis-
criminations the elective franchise
in any State 'has been unconstitu-
tionally limited.” and if such is
the case demands “that represen-
tation in Congress and in the elec-
toral colleges shall be proportion-
ately reduced as directed by the
Constitution of the TUnited
States;” and asserts that combin-
ations of labor and of capital
“when lawfully formed for lawful
purposes are alike entitled to the
protection of the laws, but both
are subject to the laws and neither

can be permitted to break them.”
Although a delegation of Repub-
lican women appeared before the
resolutions committee and asked
for a plank favoring “the submis-
sion by Congress to the various
State legislatures of an amend-
ment to the Federal Constitution
forbidding disfranchisement - of
United States citizens on account’
of gex,” there is no clause in the
platform favoring woman sutf-
rage. '

No other business of importance
was done at the second day’s ses-
sion except that a decision was
nmiade as to the status of Hawaii.
Territories are allowed 6 dele-
gates with one vote each; *posses-
sions” are allowed from 2 to 6 del-
egates, but with only two votes
for the whole delegation. Thus,
New Mexico has G delegates
with 6 votes, while Porto Rico
with 2 delegates and the Philip-
pines with 6 have only 2 votes. .
In behalf of the Hawaiian delega-
tion it was contended that Hawaii
is a Territory and not a “posses-
sion,” and is therefore entitled to
6 votes. But the convention, by a
rol} call vote of 497 to 490, decided
otherwise. No Hawaii, while al-
allowed 6 delegates, was accorded
only 2 votes. - .

Democratic conventions (p. 17
have been held in Louisiana, which
instructed for Parker on the 20th;
in North Dakota, which refused
on the 21st to instruet for any can-
didate;in Vermont, which refused
on the 22d to instruet for Parker;
in Texas, which instructed for
Parker on the 22d; and in Minne-
sota, where the convention,
though organized on the 22d by
Hearst's supporters, refused toin-
struct.

The situation with reference to
instructions for Democratic can-
didates (p. 105) is now as follows:

Hearst— Delegates.
Arizona .. 6
California 20
Florida ... 1o
Tdako ..... i)
iinels . 5-{
TOWH coviivarnsnnn ol
Mussachu i
New Mexi &
Nevada ... i
South Dakota e S
Washington ... e 1D
Wyoming ........ [
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Parker—

Arkansas .....
Georgia ...

Connecticut ...




