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EDITORIAL

The Sleeper Awakes. ’
“You’re a liar,” said the Colonel; and then
they knew that consciousness had returned.
+ 4

Governor Wilson of New Jersey.

Governor Wilson smiles genially at the thought
that he should ever have been regarded as the Wall
street candidate for the Presidency.  So, no doubt.
did the Wall street men who thrust him forward,
though they smile no longer.

+

[t was about the middle of the carly hall of
last July, that inspived newspaper dispatches went
westward from New York (vol. xiii, p. 662) re-
porting plans to nominate Dr. Wilson for Gover-
nor of New Jersey with a view to securing him
the Presideney in 1912, the persons named in con-
nection  with  the movement heing Roger €.
Sullivan of Tllinois, George Tarvey of New
York and ex-United States Senator Smith of New
Jersey. Not less than two of those men doubtless
had designs upon Dr. Wilsons civie conscience
or his political sagacity. Against one of them Gov.
Wilson now testifies positively, circumstantially
and convincingly.

+

Later dispatches were to the effect that (vol.
xiii, p. 671) Dr. Wilson's nomination for Gover-
nor was decided upon at a conference between
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him and a dozen or more prominent New Jer-
sey Democrats at the Lawyers’ Club in New
York. We took occasion at that time, in comment-
ing upon the later dispatches, to say that “when
a dozen prominent Democrats of New Jersey meet
in New York to adjust a political program, the
event is likely to mean much the same thing to
the public interest, though in enormously greater
degree, that a midnight meeting of prominent
connoisseurs of poultry under a henroost would
mean to the owner of the hens.” 1In the light of
subsequent events, such is precisely what that

meeting did mean.
+

Governor Wilson is sure that his friends in
Wall street never supposed for a moment that he
would be serviceable to any interest opposed to
the people and to the country at large. We agree
with him heartily, but with a reservation. We
do not believe Tuat they supposed he would be un-
true to the public interest consciously. e
thinks he is not now surprising them, bhut only
such persons as did not understand him. Again
we agree, with a reservation. Although we think he
is now surprising only such persons as did not un-
derstand him; we include among those persons,
some at least of the Wall strect group that grasped
the strings at the New York Lawvers’ Club last
July for his nomination for Governor of New
Jersev. o+

It is altogether probable that among those pro-
moters of Governor Wilson’s New Jersey candi-
dacy, some had friendly and honorable expecta-
tions of making his election a stepping stone to
the Presidency. It is probable, also, that none
had any expectation of “using” him after his elec-
tion as Governor or as President. The “crooks”
wanted him in politics, not as a tool of the Inter-
ests, but as a stalking horse for the Interests,

+

It was as their stalking horse that they secured
Dr. Wilson’s nomination for Governor, and a right
fine stalking horse did he make for them during
the campaign, after thev had assured him that
he wasn’t a stalking horse. In the trail of his
popularity the New Jersey legislature  was
packed with obedient tools of the Interests,
packed o full that ex-Senator Smith, who had
assured Dr. Wilson that he would not be a
candidate for the Senate, was so surprised by his
popularity in the legislature after the clection,
that he changed his mind! But Governor Wilson
has turned out to be an unruly stalking horse.
Having secured the confidence of the people of his
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State, he refuses to be silent, like Governor Dix
of New York, while the Interests that used his
popularity to pack the legislature work their will
with it. Kven if he has no legal power to interfere,
he has the ear of the people to expose, and this
he is doing (vol. xiii, p. 1179) with a sense of
political honor, a degree of political sagacity, and
in a spirit of genuine democracy, that are lifting
him in public estimation everywhere to a high
level as a Democrat of national size and of the
democratie varietv.
+

It is impossible to follow the course of Gover-
nor Wilson since his nomination without a grow-
ing confidence in his political astuteness and dem-
octatic genuineness.  Iis  campaign  speeches,
though they rang true, were open of course to the
criticism that they might be only glittering gen-
eralities. There was nothing concrete with which
to test them. But since his election he has been
suhjected to the testiest kind of a test—a square is-
sue and a bitter fizht between the democratic
Democracy, represented by Martine, and the In-
terests, represented by ‘Smith.  On that test the
following quotation from Gov. Wilson’s speech at
Newark on the 14th leaves nothing to be desired:

The issue is perfectly plain. It i8 between two
systems of government. Under the one, party man-
agers privately arrange both election to office and
the course of legislation. Because they make these
arrangements in private they make them in alliance
with whom they please, serving such interests as it
is profitable to serve. In recent times this system
of private management has included nothing more
conspicuous than the selection of United States sena-
tors. A glance at the newspapers will show what the
ignoble results have been. Under the other system
of government, the system we are striving to re
store, everything is done in public and everything
is done through the action of the people themselves.
This is the system which we once had but have lost,
and which we must regain, whatever the cost to
individuals or to such interests as set themselves
against it. In this particular case we must ask our-
selves whom Mr. Smith represents. No one will
contend that he represents the people of New Jer-
sey. He does not even represent a State machine.
He represents, I do not know how many persons,
let us say 1,000 at a liberal guess, and over, against
these are set the 200,000 and more Democrats who
voted at the polls and who insist upon genuine rep-
resentation in the conduct of the government. I am
not presuming to suggest a man for Senator. 1 am
supporting the popular choice; and the popular
choice has fallen upon a genuine man of the people.

+ +

The New Jersey Senatorship.

It makes no difference, as Gov. Wilson truly
says, whether the Interests are represented in the
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United States Senate by a Republican agent like
Senator Kean, or a Democratic agent like ex-
Senator Smith. The point is that they must not
be represented there at all. This is a people’s
government; and the people, not the Interests,
must rule.  Taking that genuinely democratic
view of the matter Governor Wilson has called
upon the Democrats of New Jersey to demand of
their representatives in the legislature that they
snd to the United States Senate the man whom
the members of the Democratic party chose at open
and law-established primaries instead of a man
chosen at secret confabs ‘of the Interests. The con-
test, therefore—and it involves the integrity of the
Democratic party in New Jersey—is between
James Smith, Jr., the Democratic representative
of the trusts, of which Senator Kean is the Re-
p'ubhcan representative now, and James E. Mar-
tine, a democratic Democrat and the choice of the
Democratic party at primaries held regularly in
Pursuance of a law of the State. If Smith is
elected, we shall be one step nearer a reorganiza-
tion of parties across present party lines; if Mar-
tine is elected, a guaranty of democratic Democ-
racy will have been given by the Democratic party
of New Jersey. )
*+ +

The wa York Senatorship.
ri'lllnmA\(iwi York as in New Jersey, the Senato-
"'(i'urk ;§tyParrows down to two men, unless a
nif‘icant ‘t)]:be may be in training; and it is sig-
0] at the Newark newspaper which belongs
° Jimes Smith, Jr, and is supporting him
ié,.};'tel:}ft )lartme, has been supporting William F.
ard “Sn of New York against Edward M. Shep-
san;e B;"‘%l and Sheehan are political birds of the
are vmg usiness feather. Their candidacies also
learn of hl;lsllch a}xke. Smith didn’t let anybody
the et candidacy, not even Dr. Wilson, until
han ai}lre h{ld heen duly packed; and so with
December 3 Smith’s paper, the Newark Star of
Vesterda fO, is right. The Star says that “until
apur Y afternoon Mr. Sheehan did not indicate

Pose to be g candidate.”

+

e editorial ex-Senator Smith’s paper
M em I. Shepard in this fashion:

intimate :;m. corporation attorney who has had

the sugap ations with great special Interests like

tions of m::xst that are now recelving the atten-

Ill the sam
attacked 3

vis o 18 for this statement is that Mr. Shepard
which ? 8 member of a law firm, the head of
York ’b ohn E. Parsons, a leader of the New

8T, had been employed to organize the
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sugar trust; and that Mr. Shepard has been em-
ployed by the Pennsylvania railroad company in
connection with its tunnelling operations to and
through Manhattan Island. No whisper of bad
faith to the public has been raised against Mr.
Shepard in either connection. That these connec-
tions, especially the latter, which he still main-
tains, weaken him as a candidate before the peo-
ple for any office at a time when “corporation
lawyer” is a synonym for corporation tool, is true
enough (vol. xiii, pp. 938, 1182); but that Mr.
Shepard in office would be a corporation tool no
one who knows him believes. Least of all the cor-
porations, else they would not have thrust “Blue-
eyed Billy” Shechan into the contest. They
would rather trust Shepard’s ability, but they
dor’t like him at all in other respects.  And
isn’t it to laugh, that “Billy” Sheehan’s candi-
dacy in New York is supported by “Jim” Smith’s
New Jersey newspaper on the ground that Shee-
han’s adversary is a “corporation lawyer”? ;. -‘L,
’ 7,

Edward M. Shepard in the Senate would not be
as likely as James E. Martine to co-operate in many
respects with Republicans like La Follette, or
Democrats like Owen and Gore. But he would
pot be with the imperialists nor the protectionists,
nor the land grabbers, nor any of the plutocrats.
He is a Democrat whose democracy is too much
under the influence of tradition in some particu-
lars; but he is not a protectionist, as Shechan is;
nor a lackey for the Interests, as Sheehan is; nor
a Senatorial protege of ex-Senator Smith of New
Jersey, as Sheehan is.

K

A term in the Senate, where he could devote
his abilities exclusively to the service of the pub-
lic interests would in all probability identify Ed-
ward M. Shepard as one of the great fundamental
demoerats of the country. No man can be very
far behind the standards of democratic Democracy
of whom Congressman-clect Henry George, Jr.,
could say this, as he has done through the New
York papers in an open letter to the business
manager of the Democratic party in New York
city:

Mr. Shepard’'s corporation affiliations are alluded
to as constituting a bar to his selection. I assert
of my own knoweldge that the corporation argu-
ment and the implications that arise from it are
most unjust to Mr. Shepard, with whose opinions
and character I have been well acquainted for a
number of years. I can testify that Mr. Shepard’s

instincts are fundamentally democratic, and that
he holds opinions that are both brave and broad,



52 The Public

as has been shown in recent years by his unquali-
fled public utterances on many occasions. In senti-
ment he is a hater of injustice, a lover of his kind,

a believer in equal rights, and an enemy of priv-
ilege.

+ +
Democracy in Massachusetts.

Governor Toss of Massachusetts turns out to
be a better bargain for the people than most of us
had suspected. If Wilson is coming fast to the
front as a democratic Democrat, he is certainly no
more than “neck and neck” in the race with Foss :
and unless Gov. Harmon helps the Initiative and
Referendum measure this winter in Ohio, he will
find himself covered all over with rubber stamp
cancellation marks long hefore the national con-
vention meets.  Governor Foss has accepted, in-
telligently and unreservedly, and not only accept-
ed but specially proclaimed his acceptance of the
fest of genuine democracy—the Initiative, Refer-
endum and Recall.  Send for a copy of his inaugu-
ral address and read it. There are no weasel
words in it. no backing and filling, but a straight-
forward and manifestly sincere propouncement.

[ ]

Listen to these quotations: “Government does
not exist for special interests or their agents,—
it exists for the people: it helongs to the people.”
But “government hy the people is coming to bhe
only a name; representatives of the monopolistie
interests have usurped the prerogatives of the peo-
ple”” and “this usurpation of power can he ended
only hy the people taking into their own hands the
direction and control of their government.” And
to this end “the first step is to abolish the hoss
and all his agencies: the caucus. the nominating
convention, and all political machinery which in-
tervenes hetween the people and their govern-
ment.”  Then Governor Foss proceeds with his
truly  democratic recommendations:

Establish the Direct Primary, choose your own
public servants without reference to any machine
or faction, make them accountable only to yourselves,
and popular government will be established. To
the Direct Primary must be joined the power of
Recall; so that any public servant who proves recre-
ant to his trust may be immediately dismissed.
Important as these steps are, it is of far greater
importance that the people keep their power over
legislation through the Initiative and the Referen-
dum. Under the conditions which exist today, as 1
see them, these are the only true safeguards of rep-
resentative government. There can be no valid ob-
jection to these measures if we believe in the ca-
pacity, and therefore the right, of «the people to
govern themselves. If the people are competent to
exercise the power of the franchise, then they are
competent to advise their public servants and Re-
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call them if they are not true to their trust. The
Referendum provides that an important legislative
measure shall be submitted to the people upon their
request before it becomes a law. The Initiative pro-
vides that the people themselves may prepare and
pass a Constitutional amendment or an important law
if the legislature persistently refuses to enact it.
Both these measures have great influence for good.
not so much in the actual exercise of the power by
the people as in the potentiality of that power. Its
very existence, and the realization that it may be
exercised, renders useless the lobbyist, and nullifies
the great resources which the special interests have
employed for improperly affecting legislation. Pub-
lic servants who deem that they represent them-
selves and not their constituents naturally object to
these measures; and yet a measure which is contrary
to the will of the majority has no justification. I
urge upon you a resolve for a Constitutional amend-
ment to provide for the Initiative and the Referen-
dum,

Farther on in his address, and after recommend-
ing other progressive measures, Gov. Foss recurred
in these words to the question of people’s power:.
In spite of all Opposition, the Initiative, the Refer-
endum and the Recall are already at hand. They
represent popular government in its highest con-
ception. We who know the town meeting should
recognize the value of the principle when it is pro-
posed to extend it to the State; it is democratic
to the core. The intelligence of the people, of the
press and of legislators will be heightened by the
study of specific measures; better men will enter
public life; class legislation will be discouraged by
the united vote of all classes; the farmers and labor-
ing men will secure the full measure of their influ-
ence in public affairs; restraints upon needed re-
forms will be removed, and respect for law will be
increased when every statute represents the will of
a majority of the people. The ignorant and indiffer-
ent will have less weight in such decisions, and the
people can exercise their intelligence better in vot-
ing for certain measures than for uncertain men.

+

The democratic Demoerats of  Massachusetts
made no mistake in choosing this man for Gov-
ernor.  The candidates who would have been “just
ax good” or “mavhe a little hetter,” have an op-
portunity now to prove themselves by coming
out in support of Gov. Foss’s program.

+ +

An Object Lesson in Municipal Ownership.

Early in the vear there was a firemen’s strike
on the municipally owned and operated Staten
Island ferry (vol. ix, p. 657), the fact of which
and the inconveniences it entailed on the public,
have been published as an ohject lesson against
municipal ownership and operation. One paper, the
Wall Street Journal of January 4. referred to it as
“an admirable argument for leaving development
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to private capital.” It goes even so far as to imply,
w.th some lack of prudence we should suppose, that
this strike has & bearing of great importance on
-uiway extension (vol. xiii, pp. 1071, 1154),
which is needlessly delayed by “an obstinate but
frqracious minority,” that “wants municipal own-
«rship and operation at any cost.” That kind of
wmment goes far to confirm the opinion of Presi-
dnt Healy, of the National Brotherhood of Sta-
tionary Firemen, that the ferry strike was insti-
=it by the agents of the Interests in order “to
il the people who are fighting against municipal-
zation of the subways.”

*

One might suppose that the Wall Street Journal
il never heard of a strike on public utilities
developed by “private capital” Why are those
strikes of g0 little importance in comparison with
“trikes on public utilities publicly operated? Is
there a difference? Indeed there is, and it was
ilustrated in that Staten Island ferry strike.
\Yhen there is a strike on privately operated pub-
lic utilities, the owners refuse to arbitrate, refuse
to confer, refuse to be “dictated to,” by anybody
'many way; and <o the strike drags on, be it a fair

“ne or not. week after week, to the great annoyance
of the publie,

L

f-( entrast that situation with the Staten Island
(fr;r:' tnl\e When the firemen complained, the
mnﬂxg»x‘?r;lel‘ of Docks, Calvin Tompkins, ar-
'-\tai:in« \}n them for a conference. ~ Without
b ;m;‘:in:r ffhls, they abandoned their posts, th(?re-
Tem o}ar,i’la ew }lo}lrs’ interruption to the service.
"zlmF(’-;i of -V.tadlustmg the difficulty as soon as he
mittee of th]’ Mr, Tmn.pkins addyesse('l a com-
2% man to ¢ men, explaining the situation fairly
of his De ;“;’1 and declaring it to be the policy
totice af Ell Ment “to freely an'd at reasonable
arding 4] times confer with its emf)‘loyes re-
mane miahkmattem”f adding:  “I believe that
equen ce~o‘f s and mlsundgrstand.mgs are the con-
ated by publ;,"eflpltate action which may be obvi-
At a2 subs u‘CIty and freedom of intercourse.”
Wﬂ«'lncefg de}}t.co.nference he dwelt upon the im-
vire instead 13¢ipline, and the desirability of jus-

't of “privileged generosity,” and on the

Tty
q. for mutual confidence and lovalty, he

said
1
f‘"‘cz?f:ezran be free and frequent opportunity
rerests sp E- and if both public and private in-
%ith the oy € accorded full public consideration—

¥ ready and willing to establish fair
conditions of employment at good
Id be no misundertandings and no

eod rea sonable
5ai—there shoy
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hasty, - ill-advised action. To place the Commis-
gioner in the position where he can secure for the
men conditions at least as favorable as those exist-
ing in ouside private or public employment, he
must be able to assure the public that they are
dealing with loyal and efficient public servants.

+

Not only was there no long stoppage of service,
but the incident and the attitude of Commissioner
Tompkins brought out this assurance from the
national president of the labor organization con-
cerned, he who had intimated that the strike was
instigated in the interest of subway development
by “private capital”:

As a representative of organized labor, and one
who has taken a deep interest in muncipial own-
ership, I thoroughly agree with your sentiments as
expressed here. We are going to have municipal
ownership. We must have discipline and the em-
ployes must be allowed to assemble. I regret very
much that the stokers took the step that they did
the other day. They did it not knowing the enor-
mity of the thing themselves. I have talked with
many of them, and they all realize that they owe
something to the public; that they should not have
tied up thousands of people over in Staten Island
that morning. It has been hinted here and there
that the like is going to occur any time on these
ferry boats. I don’t think that is so. The men I
talked with assured me that there would not be
any other strikes. If they have any grievance, real
or otherwise, they will take it up with you.

+

Which is preferable, so far as the convenience
of passengers is concerned when employes in pub-
lic service have grievances—such a disposition of
the matter as that of the Staten Island ferry under
municipal ownership, or the stubborn conflicts that
arise in similar circumstances under private own-
ership? As an object lesson, the Staten Island fer-
ry strike is an argument for, not against, mu-
nicipalization of subways.

® <
i
Human versus “Property” Rights.

Very significant is the recent utterance of the
Joint Commission of the Protestant Episcopal
Church on the Relations of Capital and Tabor:

Property is a trust held for the benefit of the com-
munity. The church must throw her chief emphasis
upon the value of human life. The property right is
merely one conferred upon the individual by the
community. Morally it exists only in return for
social service. It must in every case yield to the
needs of humanity. No business interests, no profit,
however great, can warrant the deliberate deteriora-
tion of human life.

That is obviously a well-intended uiterance. But
there is a confusion as to the meaning of the term
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“property.” 1f the individual cannot rightfully
hold any property until the community confers
the right upon him, what right has the individual
to produce property without a permit from the
community? 1f all property is a trust for the
benefit of the community, isn’t it unwise to permit
an individual to hold it without bond, and to con-
‘trol and enjoy it until starvation threatens the
beneficiarics of the trust? If the individual pro-
duces property, by his own exertion, for what social
service is he indebted to the community to the
extent of that property? How can it be said that
the exclusive ownership of a house, o barn, a horse,
chickens, a cow, and furniture bears any relation to
the deterioration of human life? The Episcopal
Joint Commission is probably confused by the
custom of regarding one’s earnings and one’s privi-
leges as equally property. Though the producer
cannot fairly be satd to hold his product in trust,
this may be fairly said of a mere legal privilege.
But why not discriminate?

+ +
A Ballingerial Compromise.

There seems to be doubt as to whether Presi-
dent Taft’s Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Bal-
linger, has been “vindicated” or “whitewashed.”
Why not compromise on “vindiquashed”?

+ + +

AN OBJECT LESSON IN LAND
MONOPOLY.

It is matter of court record, that there is held
in California a single landed estate of 14,500,000
acres. As that acreage amounts to 22,656 square
miles, the area of this one holding equals one-
seventh of the entire State of California.

Although held in California, the land is not all
within the boundaries of that State. Lying partly
in Nevada, it extends through California and far
up into Oregon. It is known as the “Miller and
Lux” estate. Miller is the man of whom it is
told that an old acquaintance, meeting him in a
Western barroom, exclaimed: “Why, hello, Mil-
ler! T used to know you in San Francisco when
vou had to peddle sausages for a living, didn’t 1?”
“Yes,” said Miller, “ and if I had been such a
fool as you are I would be peddling sausages yet.”

Fifteen years ago, more or less. Lux died, and
the probating of his estate established by court
record the magnitude of this holding. Reputable
persons assert, moreover, that semi-legal holdings
of the same estate comprise three million more
acres from which the public iz excluded. So we
have an estate of over seventeen million acres.
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I could tell fascinating things about that great
holding, for I have traveled over thousands of
miles of it. For hours I have sat in the fast mov-
ing train speeding through strips of it said to be
fifty and seventy miles long, and twenty and thirty
miles wide. Far as the eye could reach have I
looked at come of the richest land made by God
for His children—hours and hours of it in the
great San Joaquin valley—with nothing on it but
cattle, distant barns, pump houses, and herded
tramp-men to reap the alfalfa fields.

It is the proud boast of this company that it
can drive caitle from Nevada to Oregon through
the great State of California, without ever stop-
ping over night on any land but their own; that
nowhere in the Golden State, some eight hundred
miles long, is there a break in their land-strips
more than a day’s cattle journev between the ends.

As Rockefeller and Morgan are emphasized be-
cause they are at the apex of their particular
forms of public plunder, and not because they
are necessarily the greatest or worst, so this great
estate should be emphaszized. Tts value as an
object lesson is its hugeness.

[ X

And there are other big estates on this Pacific
slope.

Besides this one of 14,500,000 acres with its
3.000.000 acre fringe, there are thoze that range
from 10.000 to 40,000, 100,000, and many more
thousand acres. The totals would startle think-
ing people.

Some of these T have been investigating. There
are many difficulties in the way of getting exact
information, hut the facts are coming.

EDMUND NORTON.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

PROGRESSIVE CANADA.

Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Calgary, Alberta, is a rapidly growing city of 40,000
population. Three years ago the municipality de-
cided to build a street railway system. This has
been in operation a little more than a year. Last
month the net profits were $5.766.61. This brings
the city's profit for the year 1910 up to the handsome
sum of $57,539.97. Question: Since this profit can
be made under municipal ownership in a city of 4i.-
000 population what is the value of a franchise in
the ordinary city of 200,000 population? What of a
city of half a million?

+

With a view (o the adoption of the municipal
single-tax the City Council of Regina (population
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10000, the capital of Saskatchewan) will at the
forthcoming session of the legislature ask for an
amendment to the city charter providing for the
exemption from taxation of all improvements and Lhe
concentration of all taxation upon land-values?

Regina is the third city in Saskatchewan to apply
to the legislature for this power. Prince Albert and
Saskatoon led im the movement last year. Your
correspondent is advised from private sources that
as a result of these requests it is the intention of Mr.
Turgeon, the Attorney-General of the Province, to
introduce legislation at the next session of the leg-
islature to enable all the cities and towns of the
Province to adopt the single-tax at their own dis-
cretion.

ROBERT L. SCOTT.
+ +

Winnipeg, Canada, Jan, 12.
Rovalistic Canada is slowly but surely becoming
democratic. Remnants of repression still remain in
political forms and practices. Property still rules
in municipal politics, although manhood suffrage pre-
vails in Dominion and Provincial politics; and plutoc-

racy persists in Dominion and Provincial govern-
ments.

The seat of trouble, of course, is in the old
royalistic East, near the seat of the Dominion gov-
ernment and of the Canadian Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation. The middle west—otherwise, the “Prairie
Provinces”—is a boiling cauldron of democracy;
while the far West—British Columbia, with Van-
couver and Prince Rupert leading the continent in
land value taxation—is by all accounts democratic
in city and town, but still royalistic or toryistic in
Provincial affairs.

According to reports in the dispassionate trade
journals, Vancouver seems to be reaping the benefits
80 long expected by the disciples of Henry George
to result from the taxing of land values or exempting
of improvements. Rev. Prof. Anderson Scott,
M. A, of Cambridge, writing to the Manchester
Guardian, has the following among other things, to
say of conditions in Vancouver under “Single Tax”:

“There are nearly a thousand motor cars in Van-
couver, and probably not a score of private chauf-
feurs. That gives a measure both of the abundance
of money and the scarcity of labor. The laboroffices
are advertising for laborers at a wage of ten shillings
per day, and skilled workers In many trades can get
more. . . . If one were to ask some of the leaders
of local politics what were the further causes of its
prosperity, they would at once refer to the ‘single
tax' and the principle of taxing unearned increment
on land. . . . The benefit to the city is seen in part
‘n the determination of the owners of land to put it
to the best possible use. Undeterred by the fear
that the capital cost of improvements will become
the basis of future assessment, they build with a
new freedom! They readily ‘scrap’ old buildings,
and already much of the old property in the heart of
t’}e city has been replaced by structures of a very
different kind. On the other hand, those who are not
prepared to make economic use of their sites are dis-
couraged from ‘holding them wup.’ Urban land
that ig unproductive to the community soon becomes
too expensive for the owner to keep.”

Just about what the Single-Tax doctor ordered,
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isn't it? Employment plentiful, wages higher, vacant
land put into use, freedom in production, industry
encouraged, idleness discouraged. And yet, Van-
couver, not at all jealous of its prosperity, nor
afraid of its leaking out, as it were, not even afraid
to match its just conditions with other cities’ un-
just conditions, invites all the world to come in and
share its bounties; the only injunction being: Work!
What a contrast this ‘“unprotected” free city of
our time makes with “protected” ‘“free” cities of the
Middle Ages—the logical ideals of the Free Trader
and the Protectionist respectively! No walls or
moats to protect it from the outside; no towers or
parapets or men in armor armed to the teeth, on
the inside; it invites all men to it, and the more
that come the more it prospers. Is not Vancouver
an object lesson to all unbelievers and partial be-
lievers in the potency of natural freedom and justice
—the impotency of mere artificial protection?

+

With its direful consequences—enthroned wrongs
and gibbeted rights—Manitoba still maintains prop-
erty qualifications and plural voting in municipal
and city elections. In spite of this—perhaps on ac-
count of freer economic conditions—progressive
measures have for the last seven years been slowly
coming to the surface in a whirlpool of land specu-
lation, which has overshadowed all things else. An
instance of this is the lowered assessment on real
estate improvements. The assessment is understood
to be 60 per cent on the improvements while the land
is supposed to be assessed at its full value.

I use qualifying words because the separate valua-
tions do not appear in any printed report from the
assessor's office. The reduced improvements assess-
ment was recommended by a tax commission three
years ago, and is supposed to be now in force, it
having been endorsed by the legislature.

This ‘“assessment value” tax is but a part of the
city’s revenue, the redt consisting of “special taxes,”
a “business tax” and various kinds of license taxes.

The above mentioned reduction in the improve-
ment assessment, and a recommendation by the
commission to further reduce it to years to come,
was due, in the first place, to objections raised to
the business tax, which was consequently reduced,
and, in the second place, to the logical justice of
land value taxation, as presented by correspondents
to the newspapers, and single tax advocates who
appeared before the commission.

Alberta and Saskatchewan are the six-year-old
members of the Canadian Provincial federation, if I
may so express it. They should not be confused
with Manitoba, which is much older. It is undoubt-
edly due to their more liberal charters that
their progress has been more rapid. The Western
Municipal News, an otherwise lovable journal, in
summing up the progressive movement of the year
does not make this distinction clear enough to the
unsophisticated, although it may be evident enough
to its subscribers—the members of the Municipal
Unions of the three Provinces above mentioned. It
is in Alberta and Saskatchewan that the commission
form of government for cities is steadily growing in
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favor. “Edmonton, Calgary, Red Deer, High River
and Regina,” says this journal, “are among the cities
that have adapted the commission plan to suit their
own local needs. . . Interest in the single tax sys-
tem is growing kcener. Again Edmonton is the
leading exponent in the West’"—excepting Van-
couver and Prince Rupert, of course—"in fact, the
whole of the Province of Alberta leans favorably
towards single tax. Saskatchewan is more con-
servative on this point, but the leaven is at work
there, too. . . Municipal ownership is still a
favorite plank in civic platforms. The failures are
either inconspicuous or else the fault is not with the
principle, but in some maladministration, or because
of putting faith in manufacturers. And the successes
are conspicuous and many. Street -cars, electric
lights, water works, hospitals, public utilities of all
sorts are more and more being controlled by the
municipality. One very important and commendable
feature is that these municipally owned public util-
ities are also more and more being put under the
management of experts.”

+

Organization seems to be the watchword here.
Each Province has its Union of Municipalities, con-
sisting of the officers of the various municipal bod-
ies. These unions at their annual conventions pass
upon various resolutions or recommendations to the
Provincial parliaments, and recommendations so
passed are regarded as mandatory upon the legis-
latures. Among the 26 resolutions passed upon at
the last (fifth) annual convention of the Union of
Saskatchewan Municipalities, I find the following:
“Resolution 19.—Resolved: That the Provincial
Government be asked to amend the land tax in
towns and villages so that land shall be assessed at
its fair actual value, and the buildings and improve-
ments thereon at not more than ¢0 per cent, but
that no greater reduction than 15 per cent shall be
made in any one year.”

+

“Granges” and Grain Growers' Associations afford
another cxample of organization. There is a
Grange and Council of Agriculture for the entire
I’ominion, and each Province has its grain growers’
associntion or grange. Known to the outside world
up to the present, as well behaved, “industrious farm-
ers,” diligent in grain, hay and stock raising, mind-
ing their own business only, and, above all, con-
servative mossbacks, these farmers, through their
organizations, are at this moment rousing the entire
Deminion with a monster delegation to Ottawa, de-
manding from the government, no half-way meas-
uris, but a complete change of tactics. It is a well
known fact that the l.aurier government, securing
its lease of power on the promise of ‘“Iree trade as
they have it in England,” has during its seventeen
years in office not done much to lower the tariff.
"he demand by the farmers’ delegation to fulfill
its promises was significant: “E. A, Partridge of
Sintaluta, Sask., seconded the resolution. He pointed
out that under free trade conditions, manufacturing
could be carried out more cheaply than at present,
and also discussed the question of raising a revenue
under free trade, declaring himself in favor of direct
taxation on the basis of land values.” Who said the
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farmers are opposed to the taxation of land values"
That the best of us may be mistaken some of the
time, would now, I am sure, be admitted by tha.
great and good man, were he still with us, Professor
Parsons, in his too great a zeal for another goot.
cause wrote: “The single tax would be a blow to
the farmers and home owners all over the land, &
blow at the friends of democracy and progress.”
The farmers in Manitoba have had a measure o!
the single tax for twenty-five years or so, and now,
through this delegation, they vote for its extension
into Dominion afiairs. Does that look like a ‘blov
at the friends of democracy and progress”? That
this was a representative demand may be seen
from the fact, as reported at the time, that “the
resolution was supported by representatives from
each of the Provinces, S. C. Parker of Berwick
speaking for Nova Scotia; S. C. Hathaway of
Fredericton for New Brunswick, Robert Selle:
of Huntington for Quebec; Johnston Simcoe
for Ontario and Jas. Spealman of Penhold for Al
berta. R. McKenzie of Winnipeg, Thos. McMillan of
Seaforth, and L. Brown of Pilot Mound of Manitoba
also spoke in support of the resolution. A number
of others rose to speak in favor of the resolution,
but a delegate moved that no one else be heard in
favor of the resolution, but that an opportunity be
now given for those opposed. This was agreed to,
and the chairman invited any person who did not
approve of the resolution to take the platform. The
invitation was repeated several times but there was
no response, and the resolution was then carried
unanimously, the delegates cheering enthusiastic-
ally.”

It was feared that the Eastern farmers would not
be entirely in accord with the radical measures pro-
posed, but the reverse proved true.

F. M. CLEMENS.

+ ¢ &
PROGRESSIVE SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Adclaide, So. Australia.

Harry Jackson, Crawford Vaughan, and I are La-
bor party representatives in the South Australian
parliament. All of us are also members of the South
Australian Single Tax League, of which Mr. Vaughan
was for several years secretary and then president.
Mr. Vaughan is Treasurer and Commissioner of
Crown Lands in the Verran (or Labor party) gov-
ernment of this State, which came into power last
June. Several other members of our parliament are
believers in the teachings of Henry George, while a
number who do not go all the way are prepared to
support the taxation of land values in large degree.

+

In South Australia at the present time we have
a half-penny tax upon every pound’'s worth* of un-
improved value as assessed for taxation purposes;
while holders of over £5,000 worth of values are
subject to another half-penny tax on every pound
over the £5,000. For a short period—during a
financial shortage—an additional farthing on the
pound was imposed on the *“all round” basis, but

*One cent tax on $5.00 worth of land.
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was not reenacted (as it should have been) when
the time for which it was imposed lapsed.

The half-penny tax on valyes above £5,000 rep-
resents the “first step” in what is termed the pro-
gressive land tax. This scheme of taxation was
brought forward with the intention of “bursting
up” large estates, and was graduated so that values
beld by one owner above the amount of £100,000
would have been subject to a tax of three pence in
tke pound® but our Legislative Council}{ (elected on
a property franchise qualification) refuses to take
mere than the “one step.”

While the object of the progressive land tax is
very desirable, the principle that every owner
should contribute in proportion to the land values
be holds, is lost sight of; also, it fails to recognize
that in the aggregate a number of small estates
teld out of use for speculative purposes, is as bad
for the community as one large estate. However,
the Federal parliament is proposing this form of
taration, and with a Labor party majority in both
tke House of Representatives and the Senate, its
passage Is assured. That will remove this “bone, of
contention” between our popular House and our
House of “Land-Lords.”

L J

From the enclosed “fightjng platform” of the
South Australian Labor partyt you will see we pro-
rose certain exemptions from income tax, reduc-
tion of raflway freights, and increased road grants,
the deficiency In revenue resulting therefrom, to be
made up by an increase of the land tax on the
“allround” basis. This will probably mean at least
anpther penny in the pound, in addition to the
existing half-penny.

We have a majority of Labor members in the
House of Assembly, but only four members in the
legislative Council out of a total membership of
tithteen. Two other members of that House may
. Possibly support the proposals.

Friends and foes of land value taxation both rec-
:zmze in the Legislative Council the only barrier
0 8 further installment of the tax. Our position

—_
*Six cents in $5.00.
;;:rm!ar to the senate of an American State.
*The platform enclosed is as follows:
FIGHTING PLATFORM.
At Sur Franchise.
A rage for the Legislative Council, with the
4t of fts ultimate abolition.
. Industrial.
“smpulsory Arbitration.
Land Settlement.

';l::":‘;:"?‘:ml‘gnd T]aix on the lines of New Zealand.
by \4 I Y -
"~LPar!iament]. op this proposal if adopted by the Fed
:zht of the Government to Resume Land for
o : Ssttlement and Public Purposes on the valuation
mb@d by the owner for taxation purposes, plus 10 per

Finance.

Uwsation of Borrowing. exce i 3

. : . except for (1) Conversion of

,’*3““!;0:_‘;")5 C;:)}:r;prl]etirm othubillc Works already authorl]zed.

N ‘hich w show interest 3

i provide for a Sinking Funcf on Capital borrowed
Taxation.

)} Abolition of Income Tax on i

o A ;] ncomes derive

".-l:" produce of land; (2) Ralsing Exemption %n"?rrxr-‘
e derived from personal exertion to £300 per annum;
vyﬁedu':tlon of Railway Frelghts; (4) Increased Road
*(_l radrilsn:;]cls notas"errved é)yt Raflwa, si (5) Deficency
1 Tmade an -round tax on Unim

72 (6) Increased Taxation of Absentees.proved Land
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here in respect to the Legislative Council is worse
than the position between the Commons and the
House of Lords.

We have no effective dead-lock provisions in our
Constitution. For years there has been a ‘“dead-
lock” between the two Houses on the question of
effective dead-lock provisions. Bills are rejected or
mutilated every session. It is largely on our policy
of adult suffrage for the Council that we have
secured a majority in the lower house; but the
will of the majority has been ignored for years.
A bill for an extension of the franchise for the
Legislative Council to Adult Suffrage passed the
House of Assembly in August last. Every consti-
tutional means will be exhausted by the Labor
government to secure reform of the Council; and if
these fail and the Labor party survive the appeals
to the constituencies (which will be mnecessary),
other means than those within the four corners of
our cast-iron Constitution will have to be resorted
to in order to give effect to the people’s will.

With the reform of the Council, the way will be
made clear for many other reforms, the greatest
of which is “land reform” per the medium of the
tax on unimproved values.

CLARENCE GOODE.

+ + +
BRITISH POLITICS.

London, Jan, 3.

We have just got through the throes of another
general election, with sufficient success fortunately
for the Liberal party. No doubt if the Liberal party
had a fuller grasp of the importance of the land
question, they would have shown the true position
of the House of Lords in their capacity to control the
use of the land and to bolster up land monopoly.
But the party’s education has not gone quite so far.
Mr. Lloyd George was the only prominent statesman
who emphasized the importance of the land question,
and what he could do was surely not out of place for
other Liberals to do. But it seemed that the “ma-
chine” decided it was to be an election on the one
issue of the House of Lords, in order that no one
might turn around afterwards and say that the
people were beguiled by other cries.

The size of the majority does not matter much.
It is sufficiently strong to carry democratic meas-
ures; and it is for advocates of the taxation of land

_ values to do their utmost to make the pace for land
" reform. The whole question of local taxation will

probably come under review in the present session.
Mr. Asquith long ago said that the relationship be-
tween Imperial and local finance must be radically
overhauled, and the system of what is known as
“doles” to local authorities be put a stop to. How
exactly the Government will carry out this read-
justment, we don’t know; but if they would only act
on the Memorandum of the Land Values Group in
Parliament,* they would speedily get things in order.

Very often the language of politicians is clothed in
ambiguity, and when our leading men speak about
adjusting local burdens one does not know whether
they mean readjustment of local and Imperial tax-
ation, or readjustment of local taxation itself. We

*Sec The Public, vol. xiil, p. 779.
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hope that when Parliament assembles, the Land
Values Group will be very active, and hold the Gov-
ernment to the many pledges they have made to
tax land values locally, and to fulfill all the prom-
ises of the bills that have been repeatedly balked by
the House of Lords.

A. W. MADSEN.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

WHY BONDS AT ALL?.

Denver, Colo., Jan. 9.

A rumor is afloat of a project to make ‘“a popular
loan” of the $292,000,000 Panama bonds. Secretary
MacVeagh's proposition, as I saw it set forth, was
to issue the whole amount in 3 per cent bonds of such
small denominations that they would be widely dis-
tributed—no one person to be allowed to have more
than $500, and national banks not to be permitted
to use them as a basis for circulation.

That would be better than giving them over to a
banking syndicate, but why have any bonds at all?

Why not save the 3 per cent by issuing cur-
rency as needed and using it in paying running
expenses?

L

Such a currency, bearing the government’'s prom-
ise, not to “pay” but to “receive” for all debts due
the government, would help us all. Nobody but the
_bankers would object, and if they should act ugly
about receiving the notes of the first issue the rest
could be made “a legal tender for all debts public
and private” without any “except.”

It is hardly probable that that would be necessary.
The national banking system, alias the U. S. Money
Trust, keeps the fingers of one hand on the public’s
pulse (while the other is in the public’'s pockets),
and it knows very well that that pulse is being
stirred as never before by a dangerous question:
Why should we, the people as a government, give
our national credit to the bankers, and then as indi-
viduals be compelled to borrow it back and pay
interest on it?

L

Until recently only a few, comparatively, have
seemed to realize that the foregoing question con-
tains the essence of the national banking system,
which “saved the country in the war of the Rebel-
lion.” A good many know it now; and they know,
too, that the dreadful roaring monster in the Wall
Street caverns is only a bogey-man to frighten timid
legislators and government officials into doing Wall
Street's bidding. Show him a bold face and he
becomes as gentle as a sucking dove.

+

Now is a good time to establish an open road be-
tween the government and the people, so that every
dollar which comes to us need not travel over the
bankers’ turnpike and pay toll at their gate—6, 8 or
10 per cent.

Who runs this country,
bankers?

anyway—we, or the

CELIA BALDWIN WHITEHEAD.

" Herrick. and 62 for Sheechan.
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Week ending Tuesday, January 17,

The New York Senatorship.

At a caucus of the Demoeratic members of the
New York legislature at Albany on the 16th, Wil-
liam F. Sheehan was nominated as the Demo-
cratic candidate for United States Senator to sue-
ceed Scnator Depew.  But so many Democrats
refuged to attend the caucus that Mr. Sheehan’s
nnmmdtlon was made by a minority of the legis-
lature. Only 91 attended.  Of these 22 voted for
Edward M. Shepard (p. 51), 7 for D. Cady
The caucus then
made Mr. Sheehan’s nomination unanimous. The
Democrats who refused to attend issued an ex-
planatory statement in which they are reported to
have said that they had—
refused to go into caucus as distinguished from a
conference, for the reason that they believed the
vote of those who represented the people should not
be smothered in a caucus, that the people should
know first how their representatives vote untram-
meled by any caucus action, and that a majority se-
cured for any candidate should be credited to the
representatives of the people in the legislature, not
to some one outside the body.

L ]

Also on the 16th the Republican caucus nom-
inated Chauncey M. Depew to succeed himself.
giving him 58 votes to 2 for Roosevelt. 1 for Seth
T.ow and 6 scattered.

Voting began in the two houses of the legisla-
ture cxltmrr cop‘lmtol\ on the 17th. The vote in
the Senate was ag follows:

Democrats—Sheehan 25, Shepard 2, Herrick 1.

Gerard 1, Littleton 1. Republicans—Depew 20¢,
absent 1. Necessary to elect, 26.
The vote in the House was as follows:

Democrats—Sheehan 66, Shepard 12, Parker &,
Herrick 1, Gerard 1, Littleton 1. Republicans—
Depew 59, absent 4. Necessary to elect, 77.

+ & )
The Strike of the Chicago Garment Workers Near-
ing an End.
With the =igning of an agreement between

Hart, Schaffner & Marx, the largest clething
manufacturing concern in Chicago, and the rep-
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resentatives of the striking garment workers, the
hundred and seven days’ strike was practically
brought to a close on the 14th (p. 35). The agrce-
ment is in effect the same as that arranged with
Sturm, Mayer & Co. on the 7th (p. 36), and is
thus given in the Tribune:

All former employes of Hart, Schaffner & Marx
now on strike shall be taken back and shall return
to work within ten days from date hereof,

There shall be no discrimination of any kind what-
soever against any of the employes of Hart, Schaff-
ner & Marx because they are or are not members
of the United Garment Workers of America.

An arbitration committee consisting of three mem-
bers shall be appointed. Within three days from
date hereof, the employes of Hart, Schaffner &
Marx shall select one member thereof; the firm
shall select one member within three days, and the
two members thus selected shall proceed im-
mediately to select a third member.

Subject to the provisions of this agreement, said
arbitration committee shall take up, consider and
adjust whatever grievances, if any, the employes of
Hart, Schaffner & Marx shall have, and shall fix
a method for the settlement of grievances, if any, in
the future. The finding of the arbitration commit-
tee, or a majority thereof, shall be binding upon
both parties,

Beginning with the 2,000 emploves who returned-

to work on Monday the 16th, it is expected that
their full complement of 10,000 workers will be
back in the shops of Hart, Schaffner & Marx in a
few days, and that 2,000 more will he needed to
handle the work waiting to he done. This will leave
18,000 workers still on strike, but it is not believed
that the other clothing-makers can long hold out
under such conditions.  “From the strikers’
standpoint,” savs the Inter Ocean, “the strike has
cost $55,000. More than $48,000 has been used
in the relief fund for food, rent and coal. The
milk bill for furnishing strike babies with nour-
ishment totals $7,126. Twenty-two hundred
quarts are being supplied’ daily. The loss to the
vlothing industry in Chicago is conservatively
placed at about $5.000,000.”

+ b
Merriam’s Municipal Policy.

Complying with his promise, Alderman Mer-
riam has made specific declarations of his poliey
as a candidate for the Republican nomination for
Mayor of Chicago (pp. 26, 35), to the effect that—

graft is treason to the city; that administrative ef-
ficiency comes next to honesty; that the price of gas,
telephones, electric lighting, and other public utility
services should be the lowest that allows a reasonable
profit; that the Sanitary District should establish an
outer harbor; that through traction routes should
be established more rapidly, and the “loop” system
be broken up; that a subway should be built at the
earliest date; that an adequate water supply should
be provided; and that Chicago should have home
rule. Also that the streets should be well cleaned
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and well lighted, that recreation facilities should
be furnished, that the law and the police depart-
ments should be improved, that the civil service law
should be enforced without hypocrisy or evasion,
and that wasteful contracts and padded payrolls
should be abolished.

A conservative suggestion preparatory to public
ownership of public utilities should this policy
come to be adopted, is as follows:

A bureau of public utilities should be created, to
constitute a standing body for putting into practical
effect the provisions for the protection of the public
in the ordinances of the city respecting gas, tele-
phone, electricity and traction service. Additional
and adequate power to regulate public service cor-
porations should be conferred.by the State legis-
lature upon the City of Chicago.

+ & .
Socialist Nomination for Mayor of Chicago.

There is but one Socialist candidate for the
Chicago primarics. He is W. E. Rodriguez, who
was named for the nomination on the 14th.

+ &
Report of the Illinois Tax Commission.

The Illinois Tax Commission (vol. xiii, pp. 902,
1082), of which John P. Wilson of Chicago is
chairman, and Edmund J. James, president of the
University of Illinois, is secretary, has made a
report in two printed volumes, one of which codi-
fies the tax laws of the State with the interpreta-
tions of the courts, and the other deals with the
subject on its political and cconomic side. Person-
al property taxation is exposed, and the classifica-
tion of property for purposes of exemption is rec-
ommended. Prof. John A. Fairlie, of the de-
partment of economies in the University of Illi-
nois, and Prof. Albert Kales of the Northwestern
University Law School, were the experts with
whose assistance the reports were made.

+ &
Taxation in Pennsylvania.

The Pennsylvania tax commission (vol. xiii.
p- 1106) has reported recommendations that a
new tax bhe imposed upon the production of
anthracite coal; that a new tax be imposed upon
the capital of manufacturing companies; and that
a new tax be imposed upon the insurance bhusiness.
There is no recommendation for the repeal of the
mortgage tax; but the continuance of the mercan-
tile license tax laws is recommended with an
amendment to inercase its inquisitorial powers.
No remedy for loss of public revenue and unjust
distribution of the tax burden is proposed. A
movement is consequently under way in Philadel-
phia under the auspices of the Northwest Busi-
ness Men's Opposition for opposing the tax com-

_mission’s report in the legislature on the follow-

ing grounds:
(a) A tax should not be levied upon the production
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of coal; (b) a tax should not be imposed upon the
capital of manufacturing companies; (c) a tax should
not be levied upon the insurance business; (d) the
tax upon mortgages should be abolished; (e) the
mercantile license taxes should be abolished; (f)
legislation should be enacted with a view to effecting
equalization of real estate assessments; (f) the as-
sessments owned by public service corporations
should be taxed at the same rate as other real
estate.
L J +

The Recall in Seattle. .

Commenting upon the decision of the Federal
Judge, Hanford, in issuing an injunction (p. 34)
forbidding the payvment of Recall election expenses
in the case of the Mayor of Seattle, upon the suit
of a citizen of Illinois who owns a vacant build-
ing lot in Seattle, the issue of the Tth of the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, the most influential
daily paper of the Pacific Northwest, has this to
say:

If the “equity” jurisdiction of the Federal
court can extend so far that one non-resident
citizen can prevent an election duly authorized
by law, and one in its preliminary stages,
which proceeds according to the terms of the law,
then the States possess no power which Federal
courts are bound to respect. Such a doctrine is
revolutionary, and its announcement by any Federal
judge is alarming to the last degree. . . The
sober, temperate public opinion of this city has de-
clared in favor of the principle and of the applica-
tion of the Recall to unworthy public officers. The
Post-Intelligencer knows that it stands for the people
in this.

+

In behalf of Mayor Gill, whose recall is sought,
the Seattle Mail, a new publication which de-
scribes itsclf as “an independent weekly newspa-
per’—standing for “civie affairs, clean politics,
good government, finance,” and “the uphuilding
of a better and greater Seattle,” and which is edit-
ed by C. H. Baily, explains the Recall petition as
a movement in opposition to the policy on which
Mayor Gill was elected. TUnder the editor’s signa-
ture, it said in its issue of December 26 that—
Mr. Gill, before he was elected openly guaran-
teed a restricted district, so located that it would be
away from the course of travel and so arranged that
it could be well watched and policed, so that boys
could be kept out, the inmates examined, robbery
stopped, and generally all but the inevitable social
vice eliminated. This suited a majority of the people,
for the majority of the people of this city believe
that the most common-sense way to handle the social
evil is to keep it where it can be regulated. So the
people elected Gill by an overwhelming majority.
Before Gill could relocate his new district where it
would bother no one, the Public “Welfare” League
went into court and enjoined the city from allowing
the district to run at all, and the earmarks of such
action all showed that in this action, and behind the
Jeague, were men who were ‘“sore” hecause they
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could not “get in” on the new district. And Mayor
Gill had no desire to turn over a new district to any
prospective landlords who wanted to charge unfor-
tunate women tremendous rentals.

+ +
Organization of Women Voters.

Under the call of Gov. Brady of Idaho (vol.
xiii, p. 1212) the women voters of the United
States were organized on the 14th at Tacoma into
the “National Council of Women Voters.” The
meeting was at the home of Mrs. John Q. Mason.
It was composed of delegates appointed by the
Giovernors of the five suffrage States. The regu-
lar delegates from two—Utah and Wyoming—
were snowhound on their way to the meeting, and
the respective Governors telegraphed proxies to
Tacoma. An oreanization was perfected with the
choice of the following officers:

President, Mrs. Emma Smith Devoe of Washington.

First Vice-president, Harriet G. R. Wright of Colo-
rado.

Recording Secretary, Mrs. Leonee Cartel of 1daho.

Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Bertha K. Kittleson
of Washington.

Treasurer, Mrs. Frank Shiek of Wyoming.

Auditor, Mrs. McMann of Utah.

+

An address by Gov. Brady of Idaho was read to
the Council. Tn the course of this address, Gov.
Brady said:

The National Council of Women Voters, composed
of delegates appointed by Governors of the five suf-
frage States, is convened for the purpose of form-
ing an organization with a representation of 400,000
women voters, which makes this the most repre-
sentative body of delegates that ever has met for
such purpose, either in this nation or in the world.
A President has said to you that after five States
had adopted equal suffrage it would then be proper
for the nation to take up this great question. To-
day five sovereign States have accomplished that
result. Will the nation recognize you? Will it give
the motherhood, wifehood and womanhood of Amer-
ica the equality they ask? That is the question that
now confronts the American people.

¢+ &
The People and the Land.

A law suit involving fundamentally important
legal considerations with reference to land mon-
opoly, has been decided by Judge Walter Bord-
well of the Superior Court of Los Angeles. His
decision is not final, but his opinion lays down
broad principles. The law suit in question re-
lates to the tide lands of San Pedro Channel—
about 1,150 acres of harbor front worth from
%5,000 to $50,000 an acre, and controlling the

harbor.  There are 18 such suits. They were be-
gun  October 19, 1908, by the City of
Los Angeles in the name of the people

of the Stale against the Southern Pacific
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aiag Company, the Pacific Electric, and
the Banning interests, into whose  hands
hal leen concentrated certain “tideland patents”
isued at various times since 1865. Judge Bord-
well overruled demurrers, April 22, 1909, and
trial began in a test suit on October 5, 1909. The
trial was concluded several months ago, and de-
¢ision on the merits was made on the 3d against
the defendants by Judge Bordwell, who bases it
upon a voluminous opinion.

L

Judge Bordwell’s opinion i€ a strong one in sup-
port of the legal doctrine of non-alienability of
the peaple’s title to navigation lands; and in com-
mon reason, though not within the reason of the
law, it applies forcibly to the moral doctrine of
non-alienability of the people’s title to any kinds
of land. As summarized by the Los Angeles Ex-
press of January 4, Judge Bordwell’s opinion
holds that—

AS_ a general proposition tidelands which are im-
mediately, or in the future, useful for navigation are
tot the subject of private ownership. They are held
}Ilfhcommon—the State is vested with title as trustee.
© ethsme ought not to, and cannot without violence
absol:t purposes for which it exists, alienate into
alieuatie private ownership such lands. Such
rights o°t“n‘:°‘_ﬂd be an infringement upon the natural
the e individual, and, therefore, subversive of

purposes of organized government. It would also

b
© 4 surrender of an attribute of sovereignty, an-

abrogation of g vital
fore o 8 political function. It is, there-

o + +
Fortifying the Panama Canal.
President Taft

. sent a speci 350y -
2058 o the 191 pecial message to Con

N h asking for a iati f
35000 g an appropriation o
('aual-‘(ogq(; ff}}‘. the fortification of the Panama
A report of -t‘}”',- p- 1.115), transmitting therewith
ommend; *© special*army and navy hoard ree-
mending fortification, )

+

In opposit; .
palicy, Ep;‘\:tt;z:‘ to President Taft’s fortification
13th to thi. ent was issued from Boston on the

. 15 effect ;

e Pan

fortifieqd, b;?:s Canal should be mneutralized, not
war time With: (1) the Canal would be safer in
agTeemen; SigneQUt fortification; according to the
. nfortified coqgy by The Hague conference in 1307,
The origina) i Places cannot be bombarded. (2)
tnetly ex regsntention of our government, as dis-
irohibjt fort{ﬂ ed in 1900 and previously, was to
Dobilition gy (lODS on the Canal. Though this
Pauncefort tre Omitted in the finally revised Hay-
mplies that v Y, signed in 1902, this in no wise
Struction prop Ought to fortify it, nor was its con-
(2king, OSed gag primarily a military under-
mfh’h mon Ough the Suez Canal was built with
* Straitg g+ ‘“hgland agreed to its neutralization;
agellan are also neutralized, and the
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Interparliamentary Union in 1910 declared in favor
of the neutralization of all interoceanic water ways.
(4) The United States in all its history has never
been attacked; it began every foreign war it ever
had, and is too important a customer for any great
nation at this late day wantonly to attack. (5) With
the experience of nearly a century’'s peace with Eng-
land, insured by our undefended Canadian border
line, until we have asked for complete arbitration
treaties will all possible future enemies and have
been refused, we should be insincere in increasing
our war measures. (6) In the words of David J.
Foster, chairman of the committee of foreign affairs
in the House of Representatives. “The initial expense
of the necessary fortifications would not be less than
$25,000,000; in all probability it would not be less
than $50,000,000. The annual expense of maintaining
such fortifications 2,000 miles from home would prob-
ably amount to $5,000,000.” (7) with all the fortifi-
cation possible, it is still apparent that in order
that the Canal might be of military advantage to
.the United States in time of war a guard of battle
ships at each of its entrances would be an absolute
necessity. It is equally sapparent that with such a
guard the fortifications would be unnecessary, if not
entirely useless.

The foregoing report is signed by Richard Olney,
David Starr Jordan. William Dean Howells, Bis-
hop Charles P. Anderson, William H. P. Faunce, -
Jane Addams, Judge George B. Holt, and George
Foster Peabody.

+ +
brogressive China.

The Chinese Tmperial Senate (vol.  xiii. p.
1231), or national assembly as it js frequently
called in the digpatehes. which met for the first
time in the history of China on October 3 (vol.
Xiil, p. 948), was dissolved on the 11th. The
Senate proved during thix ghort and stormy ses-
cion to be far more radical and progressive than
was expected.  Not all of its demands have been
met, but the Throne cannot have failed to learn
during this first tentative constitutional experi-
ence that the people are determined o have a
voice in the government. Among the memorials
offered hy the Senate which were turned down
was the tequest that the Fmperor and the Prinee
Regent have their queues cut off and decree that
others should follow their example.  Though not
deereed by the Tmperial government. the abolition
of the queue is proceeding. however, as popular
movement, as herelofore reported  (vol. xiit, e
1231). Mr. Wu Tingfang, our former ambassa-
Jorial friend at Washington, has had Tix quene
cut off, according fo the reports: and within a
month the Chinese seattered over the world. as
well as vast numbers of those at home. are ex-
pected to discard this =ign of suhjection to the
Manchus, worn by the subjugated Chinese for two
hundred and sixfy odd vears. The Manchus are
still on the throne, hut the Chinese are peaceful-
Iy frecing themselves from their autocratie rule.
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NEWS NOTES

—Charles F. Johnson (Democrat) was elected Sen-
ator from Maine on the 17th,

~—The exact vote on the Des Moines plan charter
for Spokane was 6,350 to 4,113.

—The Nebraska legislature elected Gilbert M. Hitch-
cock (Democrat), a United States Senator on the
17th.

—The Connecticut legislature elected George P. Mc-
I ean (Republican), as United States Senator on the
17th.

—DMoses E. Clapp (Republican), was re-elected
United States Senator on the 17th by tne legislature
of Minnesota.

—The twenty-second Council of the Union of Amer
ican Hebrew Congregations is in session at New
New York City.

—~Charles J. Hughes, Jr.,, United States Senator
from Colorado (vol. xii, p. 85), died on the 11th at
Denver at the age of 58.

—Lieutenant Governor Atlee Pomerene, Democrat,
was elected United States Senator (p. 26) on the
11th at a joint session of the Ohio legislature.

—Senator Owen's resolution in the lorimer case
(p. 34) was referred on the 11th by Vice-President
Sherman to the Senate committee on privileges and
elections,

—A strike of the railway employes in Portugal
(vol. xiii, p. 1214) begun on the 11th, with the media-
tion of the government reached peaceful settlement
on the 14th.

—Among the smaller towns of Illinois to adopt
the commission form of government is Rochelle in
Ogle county. It has a population of 2,500, and
adopted the plan by 265 to 256.

-—The Single Tax Information Bureau (134 Clark-
son street, Brooklyn, N. Y.) reports for the past
eight months 251 applications for literature, and a
total of 5,398 documents distributed.

—Former Gov. George P. Mcl.ean was nominated
for the United States Senate from Connecticut on
the 10th over United States Senator Morgan G.

. Bulkeley in the Republican caucus by a vote of 117
to 63.

—Representative Merriman, a Democratic member
of the lower house of the Indiana legislature, intro-
duced in that body on the 12th a resolution for
amending the Constitution of Indiana by providing
for the Initiative and Referendum.

—The legislature of Illinois has adopted a rule to
divest committees of their absolute power. It pro-
vides that 77 members can take a bill out of com-
mittee and place it on the calendar. Only two such
attempts can be made on any one bill.

—On joint ballot of the California legislature on
the 10th John D. Works of Los Angeles, progressive
Republican, was elected to succeed Senator Frank
Flint in the United States Senate. Judge Works
received 92 out of the 120 votes cast, while A, G.
Spalding, the San Diego millionaire, got 21. The
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former had received a majority of the popular vote
at the November election.

—Negroes of Chicago during ten days have raised
$66.026.93 to meet $50,000 promised by Julius Rosen-
wald and N. W. Harris early this month for a Negro
Y. M. C. A. building in Chicago, provided a like
amount could be raised by the Negroes themselves.

—The report of the United States Senate com-
mittee on the judiciary, recommending an Amend-
ment to the Federal Constitution providing for the
election of Federal Senators directly by the people
of the several States (p. 35) was submitted to the
Senate on the 11th by Senator Borah,

—Senator Perley presented in the South Dakota
Senate on the 16th, a bill to obtain a vote of the
women of the State on the question of suffrage when
the proposition is again submitted, the vote to be
taken with women inspectors and in a separate
ballot box at the regular election places.

—A letter to every member of the Illinois legisla-
ture reminding him of the pledge of his party plat-
form and the great majority demanding it, in favor
of a Constitutional amendment providing for the
Initiative and Referendum (vol. xiii, p. 1214) has
been mailed by the Chicago Single Tax Club under
the signature of George V. Wells as president
and A. Wangemann as secretary.

—President Taft decided on the 10th that Com-
mander W. S. Sims, a United States naval officer
who, at a recent dinner given in London by the
Mayor ot that city, declared that if Great Britain
ever were seriously threatened, she could depend on
“every man, every dollar, every drop of blood in
this country,” should be publicly reprimanded. “His
offense has been so conspicuous,” said the President
in his letter to the Secretary of the Navy, directing
the reprimand, “that the action of the Department
in reproving it should be equally so.”

—The tenth annual conference of The Women’s
National Single Tax League (vol. xiii, p. 540) will
meet at the Ebbitt House, F and 14th streets, N. W,,
Washington, D. (., on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of Febru-
ary. Among the speakers announced are Mrs. John
S. Crosby, Mrs. E. M. Murray, Jackson S. Ralston,
Frederick L. Siddons, Mrs, Daniel Paul, Hon. Scott
Ferris, Miss Grace Isabel Colbron, Hon. Charles B.
Carter, Mrs. Gertrude E. Mackenzie, Hon. Robert
Baker. Bolton Hall, Congressman-elect Henry Georsge,
Jr.. and Charles Nesbit. Requests for infortcion
may be made to Mrs. Gertrude E. Mackenzie, 31 Tea“
street, N, W., Washington, D. C.

—A Joint Commission on Social Service, consist-
ing of five bishops, five presbyters and five laymen.
with power to add to their number, was authorized
at the recent convention of the Episcopal church
at Cincinnati (vol. xiii, p. 1,022), its duty to be
“to study and report upon social and industrial con-
ditions, to co-ordinate the activities of the various
organizations existing in the Church in the interest
of social service, to co-operate with similar bodies
in other communions to encourage sympathetic rela-
tions between labor and capital, and to deal accord-
ing to their discretion with these and kindred mat-
ters.” Among the members of this Commission are
Bishop Williams of Michigan, Dean Sumner of
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Chicago, John Howard Melish of Brooklyn, N. Y,
Frederick Deknatel of Hull House, Chicago, Gifford
Pinchot of New York, and Clinton Rogers Woodruff
of Philadelphia.

—Restitution to the amount of $1,300,000 and the
surrender of warrants aggregating $200,000, upon
which payment had been stopped, were made in the
Dauphin county court, Pennsylvania, on the 10th,
by the men convicted or otherwise implicated by the
State of Pennsylvania in the capitol frauds (vol. x,
p. 1213). In consideration of the return of this
money and the surrender of the warrants, the com-
monwealth agreed to drop all further criminal action
against the defendants indicted, and with the ex-
ception of the case of Joseph M. Huston of Phila-
delphia, who is under an indeterminate sentence
of from six months to two years and who has an
appeal in the Superior Court, the capitol fraud cases
are declared to be ended and the State satisfied.

—William Horan, one of the speakers and “pris-
oners for free speech” in the Delaware single tax
campaign of the middle 90's, and afterwards
active in the same movement in Oregon, Cincin-
nati, and other single tax fighting points in the
United States, a painter by trade and a unionist,
died at Amsterdam, N. Y., on the 17th, at the age of
$5. His wife had died three weeks before. Mr.
Horan was a speaker of such gifts that the Schnec-
tady Evening Star of December 27th was able to
quote ex-Judge Hastings of that community as say-
ing “be would give every cent of his fortune if he
bad the persuasive oratorical powers with which
nature had gifted William R. Horan.” Mr. Horan
is reported to have delivered an impressive sym-
pathetic lecture on Henry George at the “People’s
Forum of Troy a week before his death.

PRESS OPINIONS

The Failure of Woman’s Suffrage in Colorado.

The (Grand Junction, Colo.) Daily News, January
1 (quoting the Pueblo Chieftain).—In what way has
woman's suffrage failed of its purpose? “The best
women,” it seems, are disgusted with it. Who are
the “best women”? Certainly it- would seem that
much progress has been made of late years in Colo-
rado towards the adoption of more progressive laws
and also towards independence in voting. And there
is abundant evidence that, if the women have not
contributed more than their proportion of the un-
trammeled and intelligent votes of the State, that
they have at least contributed their fair share. It
was reported that in the recent campaign in Grand
Junction against the saloons and for the Commission
system of government that the women took fully as
much interest in the study of the questions sub-
mitted to them as did the men—and voted intelli-
gently and progressively. In Denver the recent de-
feats that have been administered to the old machine
ring have had the hearty support of the women—
many of them supposedly “the best women.” What
was expected of the women that has not been
realized? It could hardly be expected that the po-
litical millenium would be attained at one jump by
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the giving of votes to women. Even now the men
of Colorado, after years of corporation rule, are just
getting their eyes open to the facts. It should be to
the credit of the women that, new to the fran-
chise, they have not held back this political prog-
ress, but, on the contrary, have helped it forward.
The motives of all those who are now engaged in
raising the cry against woman'’s suffrage are not
clear. Is it possible that they are of those conserva-
tive souls who think Colorado, with its newly-adopted
Initiative and Referendum, is drifting too fast to-
wards that “radicalism” that consists in letting the
people rule themselves? And do they figure that,
with the women’'s vote eliminated, the progressive
movement would not move quite so fast?

+ +

Land Value Taxation in Oregon.

The (Partland, Ore) Labor Press (Labor), Janu-
ary 11.—The biggest question that the Oregon
voters have had to deal with by their direct vote
since the adoption of the Initiative, will be an issue
in each county in this State commencing with next
Monday. The question of exemptions and taxation
is to go to the voters of each county of the State
separately by Initiative petition at this early date,
and after an educational campaign will be disposed
of at the general election in 1912. . . . This move-
ment is made possible by the labor tax amendment
adopted by the voters of Oregon at the last general
election, which give the voters of the counties the
exclusive power to say how they shall be taxed for
any purpose whatsoever and what property if any
shall be exempt from taxation. . . . Specifically,
the proposed law will exempt labor products such
as orchards, houses, fences and all such improve-
ments on and in land, live stock, farm implements,
personal property, buildings, etc., while franchise
values, water power, the values in land ownership
and monopoly created by our ever growing popula-
tion will be taxed.

+ +

A Peep at What Many Having Eyes Yet See Not.

The Neepawa (Manitoba) Press, December 13.—
A recent issue of the Saskatoon Phoenix announced
the sale of R. W. Caswell’'s 300 acres on the west
side of that city for $80,000. This property changed
ownership five years ago at $11 per acre, and was
improved by cultivation and buildings to the extent
of (let us be generous and admit) 400 per cent. The
additional $200 per acre increase of value was due
to the construction of government subsidized rail-
ways, the investment of millions of dollars in various
enterprises, and the assembling together of thou-
sands of people to build up a city. In other words,
Mr. Caswell (who is a brother of A. W. Caswell of
Neepawa) profited over $60,000 in five years by the
enterprise and investments of other people by which
he was subjected to no risks whatever. This is a fair
average illustration of the way of the world. Men
can, and do, prosper by their own labors and enter-
prise; they get wealthy by reaping the reward of
other’s toil and enterprise. The whole people of Can-
ada contributed to the conditions (and future genera-
tions must pay the debts incurred) which have put
money into the pockets of Saskatoon investors. 1t
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is only fair and just, therefore,that the millions of
values created by the people as a whole should be, in
an equitable manner shared by them. They can so
participate by just methods of taxation of the values
they created.

L

The (Portland, Ore.) Labor Press (Labor), Janu-
ary 11.—Recently a lease changed hands on an inside
50 by 100 lot facing on Fourth between Stark and
Washington that indicates a value of $300,000. The
owners and original lessees together obtain $15.000
a year for the use of the ground, and a building falls
into the hands of the owners in a few years in addi-
tion. One of these inside lots is assessed at $65,-
000, and another at $58,000. The owners pay no
taxes. They draw the money clear. In the past five
vears it has doubled in value. Who created that
value? Did the owners?

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

ACHIEVEMENT.
For The Public.
A striving mortal wrought of proud and towering
size
His life’s ambition, where, unheard, a million fell.
His soul and human virtues all for this dear prize
He coldly thought above the law of love to sell.
And men bowed down in hopeless chains before his
fame,
Without the heart he had, indeed, much need to
claim.

A fellow of misfortune came the bankrupt's way,
With failure for his guide and hunger for his
guest,
And meeting want gave his unmortgaged heart to
pay
The tears and sorrow of the heavily oppressed.
His one poor crust with sympathy he brought to
mend
The fallen faith that dearly hailed and held him
friend.
GEORGE E. BOWEN.

* + 4
THE BEES AND THE HORNETS.

Ellis O. Jones in Puck.

Once upon a time a swarm of busy Bees made
and stored a large quantity of honev in order to
provide for their wants during the long winter.
But it so happened one day, when the Bees were
not watching, a swarm of Hornets came along, pre-
empted the honey, and claimed it as their own by
right of discovery.

Then ensued a great dispute lasting for a long
time. Lawyers were called in, and the more they
talked the more confused grew the issue, until even
some of the Bees thought that the Hornets had the
best claim to the honey.
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At length they decided to leave the question to
the Wasp as judge. The Wasp stayed awake as
well as he could and listened while the contesting
parties presented their respective arguments.

When they had finished, the Wasp said he would
take the question under advisement and render his
decision as soon as compatible with a careful ex-
amination of the law and the facts.

Several vears later the Wasp handed down his
decision in favor of the Hornets. He said that it
had been an exceptionally difficult case to decide,
because common sense seemed to favor the Bees.
On the other hand, he declared, everything else,
such as the Constitution, the statutes, and the wel-
fare of business, was on the side of the Hornets.
He explained that, while the Bees may once have
had rights, they had slept on them so long that
thev had them no longer. Furthermore, inasmuch
as the Hornets had been in possession of the honey
for 0 long. a period of time amply covered by the
Statute of Limitations, the honey must be viewed,
not in the light of stolen goods, but rather as un-
earned increment, to deprive them of the veriest
tithe of which, even for purposes of taxation,
would be nothing less than confiscation, a process
which is especially abhorrent to people who have
things to which they are not entitled.

The Hornets were so pleased with this decision
that, a year or two later, they had Wasp appointed
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

+ + ¢
MUNICIPAL CONSERVATION.

From an Address of William Dudley Foulke, Suc-
cessor to Charles J. Bonaparte as President of
the National Municipal League, Delivered
at the 1910 Convention of the
League at Buffalo.

There is a kind of conservation that lies at our
own doors—it is the conservation of our municipal
resources. Ivery citv, every county, every town-
ship in America is the possessor of property which
if it were in the hands of private persons would
give large returns. Now no one will claim that it
ought to be used in exactly the same way by the
publie, that it ought to be used for profit to the
same extent as if it were private property, yet at
the sume time we have been immensely wasteful
of those municipal resources, just in the same way
as we have been of our national resources. The
streets of our city are immenselv valuable and
their value grows vear by year. The parks of our
city, many of our public edifices, the roads in the
country, all these things have a very great and con-
stantly-increasing value, but we have wasted them
in the same way that we have wasted much of our
national domain. We needed some new improve-
ment—an electric line, a railway through the
streets, new waterworks—we were anxious to have
that at once, and the result was that we improvi-
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denily placed in private hands, the hands of some
private monopoly, these possessions, which increase
vear by year in value, whose power to earn in-
creases year by year, which ought to have been
kept for our benefit or leased out upon short terms
for the benefit of the whole people. That is the
problem of municipal conservation.

Mot long ago my wife said to me, “A city ought
not to require taxes from its citizens, it ought to
be able to pay dividends on the property it owns.”
Well, that seemed to me at first something like a
will-o’-the-wisp, well adapted to the pursuit of the
feminine mind and I wanted to dismiss it, but the
good lady argued the casec with me and the more
she argued it the more she convinced me. Her
argument was an application to purely municipal
questions of a theory very similar to that set forth
by Henry George in his “Progress and Poverty”—
the single tax. She said: “Take this city where
we live; the land which underlies it would be
worth for farming purposes a hundred to a hun-
dred and fifty dollars an acre, that is all ; now it is
worth, parts of it, many thousands of dollars for a
swall fraction of an acre.* How did that value
arize? Why, it arose because the city has come, be-
cause people built houses close to each other and
started industries. That is the value that the city
gives. Where the city gives value it has the right
to take value, it has the right to draw its income
from this increased value of the land. So that if
8 city were taken sooner and the property of that
aty were conserved for the common benefit there
would be no need of levying any other tax upon its
citizens; but, upon the contrary, the city would
pay dividends to those citizens, not only to those
who own land but to all of them. That scems ex-
travagant, but in that case the city simply taxes
the value that it gives, taxes nothing else, does not
tax the produce of labor. '

I saw not long afterwards in the newspapers an
account of a town here in our country, the town of
Fairhope, on Mobile Bay, not a large place; it was
settled by some immigrants from Iowa; they de-
termined to start their town that way; they took
the town voung, they leased the land from the
municipality and they built their city and they
have heen running it for about fifteen years; they
are able to carry on their government without any
taxes, payving themselves the State and county
taxes, to have a telephone system, to have schools,
public libraries and a free public dock and the
town is said to be prosperous. Now I think that
this town would be a very good object for investi-
gation by the National Municipal League. If towns
and cities are to be established hercafter it may be
a good thing to know the best way to do it.

That is one example. But the examples in this
country are comparatively rare by the side of those
abroad. There is in Sweden a town by the name
of Orson which did not own all the land upon
which it was built, did not lease it all, and yet that
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town, without any taxation upon its inhabitants,
supports a street railroad for the free use of all,
supports a library, and a public school and pays its
own taxes to the government. How does it do it?
It does it from the product of the trees which are
grown in and around the town. The citizens of the
past generation were provident, they planted these
trees, of good sort, valuable for timber, and now
their descendants are cutting the trees down, re-
placing them as fast as they are taken (the forests
are not denuded) and there is enough profit from
their sale to pay all the taxes of that town and to
give it a free street railway. That is an extraor-
dinary incident, but that is only one. Mr. Ockel,
in the Westminster Review, if I recollect right the
periodical in which it appeared, mentions the fact
that in Germany there are now 1,500 villages that
are supported from the produce of communal
lands, without taxation upon their inhabitants, and
that in a considerable number of those towns and
villages there is a dividend actually paid to these
inhabitants.

A great deal can be done here from the mere
use of the streets themselves, for there is just as
much unearned increment in a street as there is in
a town lot. What do you mean by unearned in-
crement? If I buy a lot out in the suburbs, that
has very little value today, and get it for almost
nothing, and people go out in that direction and
build around it, it hecomes a great many times,
sometimes scores of times or hundreds of times, of
its original value. That value is not conferred by
any effort of mine, I am not entitled to any return
on it, yet I get the return, and the city, which con-
fers the value, gets no return except the very lim-
ited taxation each ycar upon the value of the lot.
What remains to a city today? The streets of the
city have an unearned increment, increasing in
value all the time, just the same as the lot has
—the street railroad, increasing its traflic as the

‘town grows, the waterworks increasing the con-

nections with the different houses as the towns
grow, always supplying more and more water as
the town increases in size, the telephone always
with more connections as the town grows, so that
prudent investors invest at a very low rate of im-
medjate return because they know there is this
constant rise in value in a growing city. That rise
in value ought to be kept for the city, not for the
stockholders. It ought not to be given for long
terms upon a certain fixed basis, so much per year.
Least of all it ought not to be conferred gratuitous-
ly, as nearly all of our cities have in the past con-
ferred their franchises. When a term is fixed, that
term ought not to be too long and the return ought
always to be graduated with the rising value of the
thing conferred. That is, that as the value of the
waterworks system or of the street railway or light-
ing plant, or whatever it may be—as that value
grows the return should grow also. )
If our cities had been conducted upon that basis
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at the beginning the present taxes would be very
greatly reduced. And one of the very best ways to
do that is, where it is possible, to have the munici-
pality both own and control the plant. Most of us
used to be opposed to municipal ownership, and
with very good reason, because, we said, “\Why, a
city doesn’t know how to transact business; the
council is always elected as a mere matter of poli-
tics ; the government is corrupt; if it can’t make a
good contract with anybody, how can it run a
plant?” But there is a brighter day dawning even
for American municipalities. By a process of
gradual evolution the necessary business sagacity
to do this thing is becoming more and more the
possession of the municipality.

More and more intimate becomes the relation of
the city to the individual, for with all the com-
plexities of modern civilization we sce that it is not
so much the independence of the citizen and of the
individual as the interdependence between the indi-
vidual and the city—the city, the municipality and
the State going more and more into men’s lives.
Whatever we may think of the new nationalism,
however we may feel as to the centralization of
power in the Federal government, I think we can
have but one view of that new municipalism which
shall control and make more intimate the relations
of the individual with the immediate community
in which he lives.

BOOKS

THE LAND QUESTION.

In the year 1873 there was published in Lon-
don by Macmillan & Co. a hook entitled, “The
Land Question,” by John Maecdonell, containing
much information in regard to the land laws of
Great Britain, and showing a clear perception of
the injustice they lefmlxze As the volume is
now difficult to ol)t(nn and as it shows a remark-
able grasp of principles destined a few years later
to find supreme expression in “Progress and Pov-
erty,” the following extracts may not he without
interest to your readers :

“The Land Question—a question which begins
to overshadow all other political problems set he-
fore the country; one, perhaps. of that rare kind
which, with no rhetorical flourish, we may sav that
states must, in good time and in a wise fashion,
solve or decay. A people are what their land sys-
_tem makes them ; the soil that thev till is stronger
than they; and the essence of their history records
the changes in the ownership of their land.

Few things exhaust men’s immense capacity for
miserv more nearly than a bad land law. . . .

“It having heen shown that ‘economical rent’ is
paid for differences in quality and situations of
land, created by no man, or that it originates in
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circumstances not to be credited to the land-
owner, it would naturally have been expected that
from Ricardo’s principles would have been unani-
mously and instantly deduced the conclusion that
economical rent should not become the subject of
private property, that no private individual should
be permitted to monopolize ‘the original and inde-
structible properties of the soil and what no
man had created or earned by labor of his no man
should own. It would have been only natural for
all who accepted the preceding account of rent to
hold that rent which proceeded from common Ia-
bors of the community should belong to it, that
wages were not more fitly the reward of the la-
borer, or profits the reward of the capitalist, than
was rent, as Ricardo understood it, the appanage
of the community or state, and that, to quote the
popular phrase, ‘the land was the property of the
people.” . . .

“Since the state, ever necedy, is compelled at
present to draw its revenue from taxes which are
a hardship to all, and a grievous burthen to the
poor, it is no paradox to aflirm that the mainten-
ance of the state should be provided, as far as
may be, out of those funds which Nature herself
seems to have appropriated to public purposes,
arising as they do out of common or public ex-
ertions. . . . That which presses on no man, yet
henefits all, is on the face of it a hetter mode of
obtaining a revenue than that which mulcts all.
it may be, unequally, and to the grievous injuryv of
some. That which, taking from no man’s just
earnings, yet provides for the just common wants.
is conspicuously superior to a svstem of which
the true principle, according to Mr. Lowe, is that
vou must pinch every class until it cries out. An
offer is made of a mode of raising revenue, which
takes from none what they have rightly earned,
which need rob no man of what he has rightly
bought, and which will replenish the Treasury.
No man being muleted, no man wronged ; and are
we to reject this offer, and for ever allow so many
private interests to gather round this public do-
main that it chall be useless and perverted? To
a like question the answer once made was a decid-
ed negative. For a time the revenue of this, as of
every other state of Europe, came from rent. But
the answer was revoked: the feudal duties incident
to property fell into desuetude, and ultimately
they were abolished ; much of the Crown land was
squandered ; and for centuries the nation has heen
reaping the harvest of its errors, each sheaf where-
of has been some tax, often vexatious and cruel.

. We vex the poor with indirect taxes, we
~quoo7e the rich, we ransack heaven and earth to
find come new 1mpost palatable or tolerable. and
all the time, these hardships going on, neglected
or misapplied, there have lain at our feet a multi-
tude of resources ample enough for all just com-
mon wants, growing as they grow, and so marked
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out that one may say they form Nature’s budget.

... Just as we should seek to replace loans by
taxes, so should we seek to substitute for the lat-
ter rent drawn from natural monopolies, and it
would seem not unreasonable to hope, that as loans
have ceased to be the regular resources of all sol-
vent governments, so may taxes. Thus only shall
we have the benefits of government without the
burthens. . .

“Let those . . . who regard the advent of de-
mocracy as inevitable, and who do not desire to see
governments ruling by largesses extorted from the
wealthy by the proletariat, welcome a revenue sys-
tem which seems to set natural limits and barriers
to the demands of potent and rapacious poverty. . .
It may prove well hereafter if the share of the
state is defined almost as sharply as the portion of
the capitalist or the laborer. . . We see, then, the
possibility of government, local and imperial, with
out taxation. To no transcendental motives does
the project appeal. It demands no miraculous

draught of administrative talents or public vir--

tues. It is simple and intelligible. It is nothing
but giving the body politic the blood which it
has secreted. . . I know how far out of the path
we and others have strayed, how hard it is to hark
back, and how easy it is to speak in three words
that which generations of strong minds will not
accomplish. We have been putting hills and seas
between us and this principle. Not in our time,
perhaps never, will they be wholly cast down and
utterly dried up. But I still presume to think
that it is good to contemplate a splendid possibili-
ty, some dim similitude of which may one day be

realized, to the unspeakable benefit of society.”
F. W. GARRISON.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—What Diantha Did. By Charlotte Perkins Gil-
man. Published by the Charlton Co., New York.
1910, Price, $1.00.

—A History of the United States and Its People
from their Earliest Records to the Present Time. By
Elroy McKendree Avery. In 16 volumes. Volume
V1. Published by The Burrows Brothers Company,
Cleveland.

—Land Values Taxation in Practice. A Record
of the Progress in Legislation of the Principles of
Land Values Taxation. By Max Hirsch. Obtain-
able at The Single Tax office, 312 Flinders street,
Melbourne, Australia.

PAMPHLETS

How To Choose and Cook Vegetables.

If every housekeeper-cook should be inspired to
read Farmers' Bulletin, Number 256, on “The Prepa-
ration of Vegetables for the Table” (United States
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Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C) all
talk for a Federal Department of Health might cease
and the Meat Trust be transformed into vegetable
bash. There are five “delicate and digestible” ways
of cooking cabbage and *“the general principles un-
derlying vegetable cooking” are a page of revelations.
The ignorant cook is actually given some idea of
time required for cooking the various vegetables,
information which all ordinary cook-books are at
pains to conceal. Maria Parloa and Uncle Sam were

able collaborators.
A. L. G.

+» +

Pamphlets Received.

Following are among the pamphlets we have re-
ceived:

Cornell Unlversity Librarian’s Report (1909-10).

Analytic Summary of the Papcrs Presented to the Free
'rade Congress of 1919 at Antwerp.

The Story of Owned Land. Published by “The Square
Deal,’” Toronto. Price 10 cents.

Report of Council Committee of Chicago on Telephones.
December, 1910. City Clerk, Chicago. Free.

«“Abundance and Hard Times,” by Jas. C. Smith. Pub-
lished by Kegan Paul, Trench Trubner & Co., London.

“Institute of Municipal and Social Service in Milwau-
kee,” published free by the State University at Madison.

“The New Cycle, or The Message of The New Dispen-
sation,’” published by Mrs. H. M. Barry, 1277 West 23d
St., Los Angeles, for 35 cents.

“The Tariff Board and Its Work.” Speech by Henry
C. Emery, chairman, at Chicago December 3, 1910. Pub-
lished by the Government Printing Office, ‘Washington.
= —

PERIODICALS

“Progress and Poverty” in Spain.

The “Journal des Etrangers,” published in Sevilla,
Spain, in the Spanish and French languages, an-
nounces in its issue of November 30 that it will be-
gin in its January number the publication of “Prog-
ress and Poverty” in French, Spanish and English.
The “Journal,” a copy of which comes from Mr. An-
tonio Albendin, is a twelve page monthly paper de-
voted to economic, industrial, commercial and gen-
eral news. ’

C. L. L.
+ *

Land Monopoly In Spain.

In the Madrid Herald of December 10, Mr. An-
tonio Albendin, of San Fernando, Spain, criticizes
efforts to colonize foreign lands with Spanish emi-
grants. He shows that if natural resources were
freed to labor, Spain could easily support ten times
her present population. No other European country,
he proceeds, has such extensive areas of land lying
in the natural state, used as game preserves, in
which only wild animals are to be found. In the
province of Andalucia great tracts of fertile land
lie idle, which under the Moorish occupation was
under cultivation; and the Province in those remote
days contained twice its present population. The
Spanish Congress approves a system of indirect tax-
ation on the grounds set forth by William Pitt, that
its payment Is not realized by those upon whom it
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falls. The economic condition of the Spanish
laborer is deplorable, the daily press, frequently re-
porting deaths from starvation among the workers
in the cities and in the country. As a cure for this
condition Mr. Albendin implores his countrymen to
familiarize themselves with the works of Henry
George.
C. L. LOGAN.
+ +

Australian Single Tax Almanac.

The “Standard” of Sydney, Newy South Wales, is-
sues a broadside calendar for 1911 with quotations
appropriate to land value taxation; also with halftone
portraits of Henry George, Leo Tolstoy, Joseph Fels,
Tom L. Johnson, Alexander Ure, Max Hirsch, the
Rev. W. H. Beale, H. J. Fletcher and A. G. Huie.

+ &
Conservation.

The National Conservation Association, of which .

Gifford Pinchot is president, announces an illus-
trated magazine to be called “American Conserva-
tion,” at two dollars a year. It is to present “not
only articles covering the varied fleld of natural
resources, but with them it will report systematically
the progress of Conservation legislation, both Fed-
eral and State, and will present notes of important
administrative action affecting the natural resources,
besides additional information of special value to
students, speakers, librarians, members of clubs, and
. others who are studying any phase of the Conserva.
tion question.”
L J L

Periodicals Received.

The periodicals for January that have come to our
desk are—

Current Literature (New York), 25 cents.

The American Magazine (New York), 15 cents.

L.ife and Labor (Chicago), 10 cents.

The Crisis (New York), 10 cents.

‘'he American Review of Reviews (New York), 25 cents.

Sunset (Los Angeles), 15 cents.

McClure's (New York), 15 cents.

Everybody's (New York), 15 cents.

The Free Comrade (Wellesley, Mass.), 5 cents.

The Progress Magazine (Chicago), 15 cents,

Popular Electricity (Chicago), 10 cents.

The Survey (New York), 25 cents.

Moody’s Magazine (New York), 25 cents.

The Pacific Monthly (Portland), 25 cents,

+r + +

“What do you know about this Atlee Pomerene of
Ohio? I see by the papers—"

“I've heard the name several times; I think it's a
variety of winter apples they raise in that State.”
—Chicago Tribune.

+ + +

“Do not sneer at the juvenile intellect,” said John
J. Chickering, district superintendent of schools.
“Sometimes a boy can ask questions that a man
can’t answer.” And he went on to tell of an ex-
perience he had when he was principal of one of
the New York schools. He was called on by a
teacher to come to her aid.

“It's all right,” said she, “nntil natural history
hour comes. Sammy Jones lives on a farm and he
thinks he knows more about natural history than
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the man that invented it. He keeps asking me
questions—and if I answer them Sammy laughs, and
if I don’t the children do. Discipline is simply gone
to pot. The children would give up their recess if
1 would lengthen the natural history hour by five
minutes.”

“So,” said Mr. Chickering, “in the pride of my
manhood I told her I would come to her rescue.
‘One short, sharp answer will denote to Sammy that
the matinee is over’ The teacher welcomed my
aid. That afternoon I dropped in and took charge

DR. CHARLES L. LOGAN
OSTEOPATH
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The Werks ef Honry George

Progress and Poverty.
By HENRY GEORGE.

Anniversary Edition. Dark blue cloth, $1.10, post-
paid. Paper, 50c, postpaid.

Our Land and Land Policy.
By HENRY GEORGE.
- This volume includes some of Mr. George's contri-
butions to periodicals and addresses, as:
‘“ Thou Shalt Not Steal’” and * Thy Kingdom
Come.” Dark green cloth, $2.50, postpaid.

The Land Question.
By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid. Paper, 50c,
postpaid.
Social Problems.
By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

Paper, 55c,
postpaid.

Protection or Free Trade.
By HENRY GEORGE.
Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid.
postpaid.

A Perplexed Philosopher.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid.
postpaid.

Paper, 50c,

Paper, 50c,

The Science of Political Economy.
By HENRY GEORGE.

Dark green cloth, $2.50, postpaid.
The Life of Henry George.

By HENRY GEORGE, Jr.
Anniversary Edition. With eight illustrations
Dark blue cloth, $1.10, postpaid.
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Book
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of the exercises. I told the children I would allow
just one question each. And Sammy stumped me.
I bad hardly made the announcement before his
hand was up.

*“*What is it, Sammy?’ I asked.

“‘Has a duck eyebrows? asked Sammy.”—Cin-
cinnati Times Star.

+ 4+ +

Father Moriarty: “Glory be to goodness, she's
bolted! Sure we'll be in the river in a jiffy!”

Pat O'Hagan: “’Deed an’ we will, your riverence.

An’ ’tis a dale of clanin’ the blessed harness will
take in the mornin’.” —Punch (London).
+ 4+ P
Captain: “Coward, will you run? Remember,

your country is watching you.”
Private: “Y-y-y-yes, but my couniry can’t sce a
—— of a lot through this smoke.”—Puck.
» % L J

“Yes, sir,” said a garrulous barber, “I was a ship’s
barber on a Pacific steamship for five years and was

The Public

The Public is a weekly review, giving in congise and piai-
terms, with lucid explanations and without editoria
blas, all the news of the world of historical value.

It 13 also an editorial paper, according to the principles of
r\fnda;xlanlal democracy, expressing itself fully and free-
ly, without favor or prejudice, without fear of conse-
quences, and without regard to amy considerations of
personal or business advantage.

Besides fts editorfal and news fehtures, the paper con-
taine a department entitled Related Things. in which
appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,
verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary
merit and their wholesome human interest in relation
to the progress of democracy.

We aim to make The Publlc a paper that Is not only

P];c]mh reading, but also worth filing, Y

ished weekly by Louis F. Post, Ellsworth Bldg., 357
Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. ' g 30

Entered at the Chicago, Illinois, Postoffice as second class
matter,

Terms of Subscription

Yearly vuveeeiiiiiiseeniisitnnieanserirenisenanaisanss $1.00
Half yearly ....ceveveincenciesncsciriecececacscneess 80
Quarterly ....... teseeeeitecectetiitarinnnranan A |
Single coples ........c..veveninnen. PN ¢
Trlal subscription—4 weeks.........cceeeveeennenieees +10

Extra coples In quantity, $2.00 per 100, In lots of 50 and
upward, if addressed to 1ndivk?uals, $3.50 per 100,

hﬁf.-?\'he'i""““et in L’ntited tStaﬁes. Cuba and Mexico.
Ltewhere. postage extra, at the rate of g
week, or 50 cents per year, of one cent per

Al checks, drafts, postoffice money orders and éxpress
money orders should be made payabie to the ordgr of
%t:lf.ts’:'afe“;}ef':o:e orders, or tch:::agochor Néw York

' rred, on accoun e

Eby the Chicago banks. of exchange charges
ubeerihers wishing to change address mus g
address as well as the nevg one, ust give the old

RPCLIQC of payment {8 shown in about two weeks hy date
or wrapper, which shows when the subscription expfires,
All subscribers are requested to note this date and to
remit promptly for renewal of subscription when due

meg:det it discontinued if the paper is no longer de-

Advertising Rates

One page, each Insertion................. [ $15.00
Half page, each Insertion............... .
7 inches, single column, each Insertion..

Quarter page, each Ingertion............ . 4.00
One Inch, each Insertion..... eeteariearstectinsanens 1.00
Half Inch, each Ingertion.........cocoeivvvnvivaenenss 50

10:;3(”‘:0““ for 6 months' insertion of one advertise-

s dlscount for 3 months’ insertion of ;
one advertisem
or § months' Insertion eveny ether week. Jsement,

3% discount allowed for cgsh pa; 5 . .
ceipt of bill, ash payment fo 5 days from re

Two columns to the page; lengt 14 {
Width of column, 3 Inches. © R of column, 8% inchas;

= —————— —  ——— ——— :

Advertising forms clese { res
rtising forma <l se on the Monday prededing the Fvi

In All Households

there is a deal of ‘cleaning and
scrubbing to do at the end of
the week. Use Fels-Naptha.
It does the cleaning easily, and

makes the house cleaner and
brighter.

Fels-Naptha whitens floors,
brightens painted woodwork and
brings out the colors in oil-cloth
and linoleum. It cleans polished
hardwood floors and varnished
surfaces without dulling.

It cleans and polishes windows
and the glass in china closets or
bookcases. Makes the glass shine %
like sparkling crystal.

Every woman knows that a
porcelain bathtub is hard to
keep white and clean.
Fels-Naptha and a soft cloth
keep it shining and spotless
with very little work. Same for
tiling or mirrors.

And Fels-Naptha does all
this in cold or lukewarm water.
No need of fire to heat water;
and you don’t need a scrubbing
brush. Sounds easy, doesn't it?
And it is as easy as it sounds.
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wrecked and cast away on an island in the South
Seas. I lived there for two years and never saw a
human being, but when I was rescued I flatter my-
self T was a better shampooer than ever. 1 kept
in practice all the time.”

“How did you manage it?" asked the patron.

“I shampooed the cocoanuts."—IL.ondon Tit-Bits.

+ + +

Jonah had just heen deposited on the beach.
“Back to the land!” he exclaimed.
Meanwhile the whale, making its way back with
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great difficulty to deep water again, merely charged
the whole transaction up to prophet and loss.—
Chicago Tribune.

+° + +

“Where can 1 hide?’ gasped the mining stock
promoter as he burst into his office. “The police
are coming!"

“Get into the simplified card-index case,” cried the
chief clerk. “I defy anyone to find anything in
there!"—Puck.

They’re Coming, Father Abraham—

E want to introduce THE PUBLIC to 10,000 new readers this year—1911. . We can
do it. We want your help.

UR present clubbing plan (3 new subscriptions for $2) has already brought us a large

number of new subscriptions. One friend has lately sent us his check for $50 and a list of

75 yearly subscribers, another has sent $18 for 27 subscriptions, several have sent $10 with 15,

others again $12 for 18, $6 for 9, and so on. All of them yearly subscribers. Our chances

of holding these as permanent subscribers is about 7 out of 10—which means a very sub-
stantial growth. )

WEare ready now to amplify this plan by making the same ratio of discount on half=-yearly
subscriptions, in order to introduce THE PUBLIC to more people. Our experience is

that in most cases anything less than six months does not ¢ sink in.”
OWEVER, the most important part of this plan is this: When you send a club, you also
write to each new subscriber a personal letter, telling him that you have paid for a

year’s subscription to THE PUBLIC to be sent to his address, and telling him WHY you want
him to read it.

T HIS personal interest of yours, and this personal introduction, is sure to make your friend

read it—he comes to THE PUBLIC predisposed in its favor and therefore reads it more
carefully than he otherwise would.
—well, unless.

He is sure to become a permanent subscriber, unless
We are bound to strike a ‘‘stand=pat’’ intellect once in a while.

NOW then, to enlarge this excellent propaganda we are ready to apply the same ratio of
discount to half-year subscriptions. [t makes more work for us—but we eat work down

here at this shop—and the slight added expense taking care of them is more than compensated
by the extra good. '

OR instance: Say you have 36 friends and acquaintances to whom you would like to
introduce THE PUBLIC. You send us $12. That pays for 36 half-year subscriptions.
Then you also send a letter as suggested above to each one of the 36. The probability that
they will renéw the subscription of their own accord at the end of the six months is the
greatest possible. We are sure to hold a large percentage.

F you want to figure out how many half-year subscriptions you can send for $1, multiply

by thrce. $2 pays for 6, $5 pays for 15, $10 pays for 30, etc. And it isn’t necessary to do
it all at once. Send a few this month, a few next, another batch when you are flush again,
and so on.

ON’T bust the bank trying to help in this, and be sure to keep enough to buy shoes for the
children, but if you have a few dollars that are not busy, and want to boost THE
PUBLIC and its kind of democracy- -we’re ready at this end. EMIL SCHMIED, Mgr.
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Novelty System of Heating and Ventilatingj
12,0(1):::‘;2::5 _ 750

There is one house built each year, in the United States, for
each 160 of population.
It follows that at the present hour about 750 readers of The
Public are thinking and scheming and planning over the features and
details of the houses they will build for themselves during 1911.
We desire each one of these 750 Public readers to send us his
name and address so that we may show him how his new house
can be healthfully ventilated and perfectly heated at no extra
cost over that of direct-radiation heating without ventilation,
Delay not but write us immediately upon reading these words.
The information we will give you about the heating and
ventilating of houses will surely be interesting to you even though
you may afterward allow your wise and perspicacious local advisers .
to persuade you that ventilating a house is merely a theoretical fad unworthy the attention of a practi-
man.
We say ventilation is the most practical and vital thing in the entire construction of your house.
. Inthe progress of hygienic civilization it will soon be considered a structural crime to build a residence
without forma% and systematic provision for furnishing the occupants with warmed pure air.
Without ventilation your house will be a **back number’’ the day you move into it.

paiapeiena ABRAM COX STOVE CO. “lHichco™

v

THE RELIGION OF HENRY GEORGE

BY
REV. HERBERT S. BIGELOW

TWELVE ILLUMINATING ESSAYS IN

=" The Twentieth Century Magazine ==

BEGINNING WITH THE FEBRUARY NUMBER

Rev. Herbert S. Bigelow has for several years stood among the foremost effective

ublicists, both as a spe:ker and writer, in presenting the land philosophy of Henry

rge, direct legislation and other great fundamental economic and political theories
that make for justice and the prosperity of all people.

The series of papers will consider the single tax from the viewpoints of ethics, eco-
nomics and politics. They will show how this philosophy is in agreement with the funda-
mental ethics of Christianity; how it squares with the Golden Rule and is rooted and
grounded in justice. In the second place they will show how all wealth-creating
citizens will necessarily be benefited by the single tax; how it will enormously equalize
conditions and make for economic justice and the general prosperity of the people, and
also how it will be regenerative in influence in politics.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY MAGAZINE is the first general magazine to
make an effective study of the Single Tax movement. You cannot afford to miss it. Send
a postal today for our special offer to readers of THE PUBLIC.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY COMPANY
6 PARK SQUARE, BOSTON, MASS.
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A Guaranteed Safe and Sane Eight Per Cent Investment

Two years ago the City of New York had Fifty Million Dollars owing to it for arrears in taxes on real
cstate, which had been due for many years.

In 1908 the State Legislature enacted a law whereby the city could realize ready cash upon these
arrcars. This law went into effect eighteen months ago and provides that these arrears be called “TAX
LIENS” and be sold by the City of New York at public auction, the purchaser to receive a first lien against
the property affected with interest not to exceed 12% per annum, payable January 1st and July 1st. Such

liens take precedence over all mortgages and incumbrances, and if the interest is not promptly paid, may
be foreclosed.

The Tax Lien Compuny of New York has purchased a thousand of these liens.
fics its offer to guarantec elght per cent per annum.

The liens average less than ten per cent of the assessed value of the real estate affected. Savings
Banks whose investments are limited by law are permitted to invest in “TAX LIENS.” With an equity
of ninety per cent in the most valuable real estate in the world, the holder of a “TAX LIEN" has greater
security than a government bond, with a very much larger return.

The Tax Lien Company of New York guarantees eight per cent to those investing with it not less
than Five Hundred ($500) Dollars, payable semi-annually on March 1st and September 1st. The amount
invested may be withdrawn on March 1st and September 1st without notice, or at any other time upon
sixty days written notice.

Further information will be furnished upon application to the Secretary.

Its experience justi-
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The Next Great Issue Before the American People—President Taft

Import and Outlook of Socialism

By NEWTON MANN—Author of *The Evolution of a Great Literature’

Readers who are impatient with both the old pclitical parties—Discouraged by the dishonesties of city
governments — Suspicious of all current financial “promotions’’—Alarmed by the encroachments of the
Trusts — Harmed by the unceasing conflicts between capital and labor — Shocked at the inequalities of
wealth and poverty — Doubtful of the efficacy of bigger armies and navies — Pained by the repression and
degradation of woman — Hopeless of the Church’s potency in the life of today — will find this

book (say the reviewers) —
“Illuminating and Persuasive”

Jenkin Lloyd Jones, Ph. D., Chicago fair in his presentation. To know these pages

“Probably the fairest, most candid, most deliber-
ate attempt available to find the ethical import of
this movement.”

From an editorial in “The Boston Common”’

*Raises Socialism to the power of a religion. If
we had to learn of historic, contemporary, and
prophetic Socialism through one book only, we
know of none other which so cleaily or attractively
presents it.”

From “The Boston Globe”

“The book is not made of doubtful value by

containing biased views, for the author has been

thoroughly is to be in touch with the essentials of
a great question.”

From a column editorial in “Unity”’

“Mr. Mann does no careless work, and this book
testifies to his usual painstaking and fearless labor
....It is a book that will lift the word out of the
list of the bugaboo words. Socialism is no longer
to be disposed of by taboo....Tt is a book for the
perplexed....who realize there is something the
matter. ....We welcome it for the teacher, the
parent, the preacher, and above all for the business
man who is ‘afraid.” ”’
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