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Harvard in the quarterly Journal of Economics

for last November, is very refreshing: "The funda

mental purpose of all economic analysis," Profes

sor Carver writes, "is not mere academic curiosity,

but to discover its bearing upon the problems of

economic justice. Is the present order of society

just? It may not be the function of the econom

ist to solve that problem, but economic analysis

must at least precede the solution of the problem.

One must make a clear and thorough-going analy

sis of what is, before one is in a position to make

any suggestion whatever as to how things may be

changed in the direction of what ought to be.

Therefore, if there is any distinction between the

ownership of land and the ownership of capital,

it ought to be shown by Qur economic analysis.

There can be no distinction shown except by a

study of the economic characteristics of land and

capital, especially on the side of supply. What'

are the factors which limit the supply of land, and

what are the factors which limit the supply of

capital ? Are they the same or are they different ?

It is only by ignoring questions of this kind that

any writer has ever been able to obliterate the

distinction between the two forms of wealth."

With the same decisiveness of apprehension and

clearness of expression, Professor Carver goes on

to intimate that nothing but the abolition of slav

ery has prevented an extension of the confusion

in question to labor, so that land, labor and capital

would all be indistinguishable in economic analy

sis. "It is quite conceivable," he continues, "that

a collectivist community, like the Spartan Com

monwealth, might collectively own a body of

slaves to do all its work. It might then be claimed

that there was no distinction between labor and

capital. The labor would be placed in an in

ventory along with other productive factors. It

might even be capitalized and its quantity ex

pressed in money. For certain purposes this

scheme of definition would be entirely satisfactory.

But, if economics is to be a basis for a science of

statesmanship,—that is, if it is to throw any

light whatever upon questions of public policy,—

it would still be necessary to make a distinction

between labor and capital, or, what amounts to the

same thing, between laborers and instruments of

production." It is, indeed, quite unnecessary, as

Professor Carver implies, to retain such particu

lar names as land, labor and capital. If for any

reason it may be desirable to denominate all pro

ductive forms of wealth as capital, that need make

no difference, provided that natural capital be still

distinguished from artificial—the kind that Na

ture supplies perpetually and ready to hand, from

the kind that men prepare ; and provided, of course,

that the men themselves be distinguished, regard

less of whether they are somehow owned- by capi

talists or not, from the capital which they prepare

and use.

* *

The World's Money Supply.

An official summarization of the forthcoming

Statistical Abstract of the United States, puts the

world's stock of gold money at 75 per cent more

than it was ten years ago. This fact tends at once

to confirm an important contention and to refute

the primary theory of the advocates of abundant

money. It confirms their contention that the en

hanced supply of money which they sought

through silver coinage, has been secured through

greater gold production. But, considering the

business depression, it militates against the quan

titative theory of money.

+ +

Bryan's Consistency.

Among the commonest criticisms of William J.

Bryan is the statement that in his day he has ad

vocated many policies. It is a curious criticism to

make of a man in active public life. Of an aca

demic dreamer who gets himself apart from the

world, the criticism might be made with some

show of reason; but of a man like Bryan, who is

in and of the public life of his time, such a

criticism reacts in no complimentary way upon

the critic. For public life is characterized by a

constant succession of specific controversies. In our

own national life, for instance, these controversies

have been kaleidoscopic. They have sprung up

over boundary lines between free and slave terri

tory, over Constitutional constructions, over

various money questions and tariff questions, and

so on. No statesman worthy the name but has

come before the people at each new turn of this

kaleidoscope with something new in the way of an

issue. Webster and Clay even swapped sides on

the same issue. The real test, therefore, of the

consistency of a public man is not that he identi

fies himself with one of these issues to the exclu

sion of the others. To do that would be to become

a political hermit. The test of his consistency is

that with all issues that take shape in the popular

mind, he shall be found upon the same side of the

principle they involve. For specific controversies

are but outward forms or expressions, more or less

perfect, of one general controversy over a principle.

All of the many political issues in this country
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have in one way and another given expression to

the essential controversy of equal rights against

special privileges, of democracy against aristocracy

or plutocracy; and to that controversy, whatever

the special issue and whether he has been mistaken

or not in his particular apprehensions, William J.

Bryan has been consistent throughout. When the

issue was over the tariff, his voice sounded the

democratic note of free trade; when it was over

the money question, he resisted the plutocratic in

terests; when it was imperialism, he stood for

democracy. To say of him that he veers like a

weather-cock with every turn of the wind, is to

confess to an utter lack of apprehension of the

difference between constant political principle and

the ephemeral policies through which political

principle, from time to time and in chang

ing form according to varying circumstances,

finds concrete expression. It is as if his

critic were astride the weather-cock, and judging

Bryan's attitude from his own shifting viewpoint.

+ ♦

Good Times Ahead.

This year's silly season in journalism began

last Sunday. For lack of exciting- news, the Sun

day editors clipped from their files their last

season's prophecies of "good times at hand," and

worked them over for this season's use. These pros

perity prophecies have almost driven sea-serpent

tales and Port Jervis anecdotes out of the silly

season manuscript market.

* +

Death of H. H. Rogers.

Henry H. Rogers was in no sense an ordinary

man. He was a great man by the standards of

his time. Had he lived in an era of military con

quest, his name might have come bounding down

the centuries and into modern school books as a

conquering hero, the head of a line of despots.

Had he lived in a golden age that despised all con

quest but such as brotherly justice achieves, he

might have been loved by all his contemporaries,

and for untold generations, with the intensity that

he seems to have been loved by a narrow circle of

personal friends. Living as he did in an era of in

dustrial exploitation, his great qualities placed

him in the front rank of industrial exploiters. Let

him be judged charitably. No man is to be light

ly condemned for excelling in a career in which

nearly all his able contemporaries strive to excell ;

and especially true is this when his career is at

an end and criticism can only fall ineffectively.

The tendency is nevertheless natural to wish at

least that the greatness of such men might serve

better purposes than typifying 'the more "or less sav

age characteristics of their own time. Who can

tell what the great qualities which Mr. Rogers

devoted to conquest in industrial warfare, might

not have accomplished for the good of mankind

had they been devoted to the establishment of in

dustrial peace on the basis of social justice?

* +

The Money Value of Personal Reputation.

The telegraph wires buzzed last week with re

ports of a shocking judicial discrimination. A

Negro porter of a Pullman car had been arrested

at the instance of a passenger upon a false charge

of stealing a pocketbook. Being released he

brought suit, and a jury awarded him $2,500 dam

ages. But the trial judge set the verdict aside

as excessive. The reasons the judge gave were

that the Negro's loss of income from the arrest

was only two or three dollars; and as to humilia

tion and mental anxiety, that a Negro could not

suffer the shame a white man would. Having

been sustained by the appellate court, this deci

sion is circulated as an instance of judicial dis

crimination against Negroes. But it is not quite

that. Courts have been long accustomed in cases

of damage for personal wrongs, to discriminating

in favor of the rich and against the poor. Dam

ages for personal injuries which would stand in

favor of a man of large income, would be set aside

as excessive if in favor of a man of small income.

And this seems reasonable enough provided the

element of suffering endured and the penalty im

posed by means of damages, be given equal weight

regardless of the wealth or poverty of the person

injured. But in the New York case a step has been

taken toward class discriminations as to suffering.

Incidentally, the case happened to turn upon class

differences between Negro and white man; but

the principle is broader. It embraces analogous

class differences between "lower" class and "upper"

regardless of race, color or previous condition of

servitude.

* +

Emma Goldman.

What the mystery is that lurks behind the per

sistent efforts of police officials to suppress Emma

Goldman's meetings, can only be guessed at. That

their conduct is flagrantly lawless every one now

knows. They themselves are no longer ignorant

of it. Yet reports come, now from one city and

again from another, of the dispersal of her meet

ings under circumstances calculated to excite the

resistance that would furnish apparent excuse for
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"putting down a riot." Whatever the motive, this

police lawlessness is evidently concerted. The Chi

cago police have engaged in it; so have those of

San Francisco; a few days ago it was the police

of New Haven, and now it is those of New York.

Yet Emma Goldman has spoken in Cleveland, in

Portland, and in many other cities, without leav

ing behind her the slightest evidence of unlawful

utterance. Although she was arrested in San

Francisco, she was acquitted upon jury trial ; and

in New York the District Attorney has warned

the police that the utterances they have accused

her of are quite within her rights. No pretense

of unlawful speech is set up for dispersing her

New York meeting. The police despotically dis

persed it. If they are permitted to disperse her

meetings with impunity they can disperse any oth

ers at their own will. Whether they are acting

for some astute press agent to enhance Miss Gold

man's audience-drawing power in the early future,

which is hardly conceivable, or are hounding her

down in Russian style, they play a dangerous game

—dangerous to all the people, whose rights of

speech and assembly are menaced by this tendency

to subject public meetings to police censorship.

The practice should be peremptorily stopped. The

right of free speech and free meeting is an Amer

ican principle and not a police privilege.

+ +

Why Women Should Not Vote.

All the stock objections to woman suffrage have

been ably condensed into one, by an English ad

versary no less distinguished than Lord Cromer.

In an address to the L. 0. W. S. (League to Op

pose Woman Suffrage) in London on the 18th,

Lord Cromer is reported to have said that the whole

argument against enfranchising women could be

summed up .by saying "they are unfitted to vote

because they are not men." This is candor in

deed. For it is quite true that all the arguments

ever made in opposition to woman suffrage are

part and parcel of this one; and could any argu

ment l>e more catholic in possibilities of applica

tion, more strictly historical in connotations, or

more frivolous in substance? See how compre

hensive it is. Commoners are unfitted to vote be

cause they are not lords, the poor are unfitted to

vote because they are not rich, the illiterate are

unfitted to vote because they are not academy

bred. What a delightful specimen of begging the

question Lord Cromer's accurate summing up of

the arguments against woman suffrage is, to lie

sure. And note how useful the principle might be

made in other fields of controversy, as that black

men are unfitted for freedom because thev are

not white, or that workingmen are unfitted for

wealth because they are not wealthy. Read it again.

Women are "unfitted to vote because they are not

men" ! Might it not have been as well said in the

days of Tom Jones that women were unfitted to

read because they were not men ? Or at this day,

and conversely, that men are not fitted to cook

because they are not women ?

+ +

Bernard Shaw's Censored Play.

The official suppression of Berrtard Shaw's new

play because it makes effective dramatic use of a

vital force which conquers the will of the human

brutes who call it God and despise as sentimental

weakness any expressions of respect for it, is not

strange. Acknowledgments of the living God have

always offended the worshipful servants of dead

ones.

T *■* T

LAND VALUES TAXATION IN

GREAT BRITAIN.

There seems now to be little doubt that the

Lloyd-George . budget (pp. 481, 487, 494, 510)

is destined to insert the "thin end of the wedge"

which, when driven home, will split British land

monopoly wide open.

Whereas the Conservatives have all along

been jeeringly calling upon - the Liberal

ministry to resign and bring on a general elec

tion immediately, they are now looking content

edly three years forward for the earliest probable

general election date. This indicates that they

are disposed to agree to the Lloyd-George budget,

rather than meet its issue l>efore the people; for

in three years its basic principles will have been

fixed in British policy. Their prudence does not

desert them, bitter though their anger is and deep

and loud their curses.

+

While the curses of the Conservatives are dis

tributed with judicious impartiality over the en

tire budget, their anger really centers upon the

land value items ; and with much less intensity

upon the trifling tax of a half penny in the pound

on the capital value of vacant urban and suburban

land, or upon the more stinging one of 20 per

cent on future increments of value, or upon

the moderate one on the value of un-

mined minerals, than upon the plans which these

taxes necessitate for an Imperial valuation of all

land—urban, suburban, agricultural and the rest.

For it is only by such a valuation that the bud

getary discriminations can be made. As this valua
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tion would not only expose the enormous exist

ing values of British land, both that which

is in use and that which is held out of use either

arbitrarily or through exorbitant prices, but would

also pave the way for successive increases and ex

tensions of land value taxation until industry

was emancipated and land capitalism alone bore

the financial burdens of the social state that fos

ters land values, the landed interests of Great

Britain, alert for the protection of their parasitical

privileges, are angered to their very hearts' core.

Never since land capitalization has become a

pronounced phenomenon of industry has there

been a fiscal valuation of British land values. Not

since the time of William and Mary has there been

any attempt at such a valuation. With the growth

of British industry, landlords and land capitalists

have flourished parasitically upon "unearned in

crement" at the expense of the state, and prospered

unjustly upon the earnings of large classes forced

by a stinted land market to bid for wages in a

glutted labor market. The indication, slight

though it be, of a tendency to uproot this inde

fensible system by the automatic processes of land

value taxation, seems to the land value parasites

and industrial exploiters like a premonition of

doom.

And that is indeed what it is. The valua

tion of all the land of Great Britain, for purposes

of present and future taxation, and for the express

reason that land capitalization constitutes a social

and common, and not a private fund, can have

but one outcome. And that outcome is land value

socialization.

+

The strength which this movement has in Great

Britain is evident from the inane, incoherent and

hysterical protests it evokes from the privileged

interests. They sense its progress much more

keenly than do the interests whose working rights

and incomes it would restore and conserve.

Some of them claim that land is not a monopoly.

Isn't this farcical in a community where the land

to be taxed runs up to enormous sums in capital

value ?

Others argue that land values are the same

as other values. This is like arguing that land

is the same as products produced by labor from

and upon land, which is in turn the equivalent of

an argument that the field and the crop or the

site and the structure are identical.

Others whine that they must quit charity giving

if the common social income they appro

priate is taxed away from them. Of course

they must ; but what of that if the taxes take care

of charities? Shall we let private individuals keep

the common income because they distribute

some of it in charity? This harks back to the

generosity of Dick Turpin. And though worst

come to worst in that respect, isn't it quite con

ceivable that new charity dispensers might be had

on better terms pro rata, if the function were

offered to the lowest bidder—the least "unearned

increment" for the highest annual charity dole?

Another set give warning that the small land

owner and the tenant will have to bear the brunt.

This is a sordid wish, but not a rational thought.

*

All the objections to the Lloyd-George land

value tax simmer down to the test of a simple

moral principle: By what conceivable moral right

do the land owners of Great Britain retain the

social values of British land?

Surely not by right of ownership of the land.

They can show only a conventional title, and con

ventional titles must yield to moral rights. The

land of England belongs of moral right to the liv

ing people of England. So with the land of Ireland

and Scotland and Wales and the islands round

about—it belongs in usufruct to the living people

respectively of Ireland and Scotland and Wales

and the neighboring islands.

Do the landlords and land capitalists of Great

Britain then own by moral right the values of

British land because they cause the values? They

do not cause them. Those values are caused by

British industry, by British growth, by those sub

tle influences which spring from social co-opera

tion as distinguished from individual activity. We

may assign the value of a product to its individ

ual producers; but the values of the planet can

be assigned only to social wholes.

Upon no moral plea whatever can the owners of

British land claim exemption in any degree from

taxation on its social value. The whole of this

value belongs, by every sane moral test, to the

whole community ; and every penny the community

leaves in the land owners' hands is a penny morally

misplaced.

By their flimsy protests the landlords and land

capitalists of Great Britain, and their hangers on

in Parliament and in the press, make very great

fools of themselves in stimulating discussion of

their case in the forum of morals. They would be

wiser to appeal, as heretofore, to the doctrine of

might rather than to the doctrine of right.

V T T

The first thing which the democracy will write

upon the slate will be the nationalization of the land.

—Thomas Hughes.
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NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article ; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.t*

Week ending Tuesday, May 25, 1909.

British Politics.

In the British House of Commons, discussion

of the items of the Lloyd-George budget (p. 487)

is proceeding, and now and again the cable reports

a vote. On the 20th the proposed death duties,

settlement duties, legacy succession duties, and

automobile taxes were adopted, and the piecing out

of the deficit with a withdrawal of part of the

sinking fund was authorized. For the death du

ties the vote was 298 to 122 ; for the settlement

duties 300 to 123 ; for the legacy succession duties

300 to 127 ; for the automobile tax no pronounced

opposition, and for resorting to the sinking fund

203 to 50. The land tax questions had been vot

ed on the week before, but if the result was cabled

the report has escaped us. It is given below.

In harmony with the spirit of the budget, Win

ston Churchill, president of the Board of Trade,

outlined on the 19th the plans of the Ministry for

establishing labor exchanges and state insurance

against unemployment. According to these plans

there will be about 220 exchanges, with advisory

committees representing employers and employes,

at an estimated cost of $1,000,000 yearly the first

ten years and thereafter $750,000. A bill estab

lishing these exchanges was introduced in the

House on the 20th. The insurance scheme will be

dealt with at the next session. It is to involve

compulsory contributions from employers and em

ployes in addition to a state grant. Following

the German plan, insurance books will be issued,

to which stamps will be affixed each week, and the

worker on losing his employment may take his

book to the nearest labor exchange, which will

either find him work or make him an allowance.

T. P. O'Conner, M. P., illuminates the news in

his London letter of the 22d, in which, as pub

lished in the Chicago Tribune, he says :

Lloyd George is revealing great powers every night,

and smashing his critics with the readiness of his

responses and by timely concessions reconciling some

interests and attacking others.

Winston Churchill also provided a sensation this

week. His gigantic scheme of state insurance and

other remedies against unemployment received a

chorus of praise from all quarters and was notable

besides as proof of the unexhausted vital energies

of the Ministry and as revealing its resolution to go

on for two or three years more till a program of so

cial reform is complete. The people who talked of a

general election as certain this year now talk of 1912

as the probable date.

I always thought there would be a terrible fight

over the budget, but the budget is bigger, more dras

tic, and more daring than I ever anticipated; and the

fight, accordingly, will be more terrific than I thought.

. . . The liquor trade and the tobacco trade are

most resonant in the attack, and they are the most

formidable opponents. For the liquor trade is rich,

and, what is more important, has behind it two pow

erful factors. In the first place, the Irish members

of all parties must oppose a tax on whisky—not as

whisky and not in the desire to oppose the spread of

temperance, but because whisky has become about the

only industry left to Ireland by the evil laws of the

past.

The 100 Irish members are a considerable addition

to the difficulties of Lloyd George, who is- engaged in

a struggle so supreme and so vital that he requires all

the help he can get, and that help he would have got

most cordially if it had not been for this unfortunate

whisky tax.

The liquor interest has even more powerful back

ing in the workmen of England. Nobody in the world

hates so much any Interference with its pleasures,

and even a halfpenny or penny added to the price

of beer or of tobacco will produce a big growl from

all the artisans of the country. These emotions are,

of course, being steadily fanned into flame by the

wealthy distillers and brewers anxious to fight for

their property. And as the Liberal party finds its

main support in the working classes this is carrying

the war into their camp in a formidable way. . . .

Turning to the wealthier propertied classes, their

fury knows no bounds. The proposal for the first

time in English life to put a tax on what is called

the unearned increment, looks to them like the first

invasion of the mighty cohorts that march under

the banner of the late Henry George. Joined to this

is the increase of the tax on big incomes; so that al

together the rich man sees before him an amount of

increased taxation that is a serious attack on his com

forts and luxuries.

Smaller taxes produce other enemies, such as the

taxes on automobiles; and altogether Lloyd George

has a big army of frantic opponents. But it must

be added that he has also a large army of fanatical

friends. The budget has come as a welcome surprise

and as a great trumpet call to battle to all the friends

of the Liberal party. First, it is the answer of the

Liberal party to the absurd and violent assertion of

their powers of wrecking Liberal legislation by the

House of Lords. Last year the Lords rejected a li

censing bill; this year they will have to swallow

a big license duty, which is more oppressive to the li

quor interest than the licensing bill. Last -year the

Lords rejected a land valuation bill; this year they

have to swallow it in the budget. Representing the

rich and the idle the House of Lords is confronted

with a budget which mulcts every rich man more

than he was ever mulcted before. Representing the
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landed class, the House of Lords is confronted with

the first real land tax since the Norman times. Never

did the popular party and the popular Ministry strike

back a heavier blow for the accumulated insults of

generations, if not centuries. It is around this budget

then that at last the Lords and the Commons are to

fight out their secular struggle.

The budget appeals to the Liberals in other ways.

Most of them have been clamoring for years for a

tax on the unearned increment, as it is called, of the

land in the towns. It was John Stuart Mill who first

suggested this method of taxation. Since then his

proposals have received enormous corroboration

from the vast accumulation of wealth in a few hands

which have taken place in many big new towns and

in some old ones. The prospect of making these big

landowners pay their share of the taxation of the

country delighted the radical heart, especially in

view of the hollow and dishonest cry for more Dread-

naughts which these same classes recently raised.

There is, for all these reasons, a spirit of pugnacity

and hopefulness in the Liberal ranks such as there

has not been for several years, and even losses at by-

elections do not damp their confidence. Energy has

succeeded to despair; union to discord.

Advices by mail tell of the adoption of the land-

tax proposals of the budget on the 12th. Lloyd

George had made the motion on the 11th by resolu

tion in this form:

That on and after the 30th day of April, 1909, the

following duties be charged in respect of land: (1)

A duty on any increment value accruing after the

said date at the rate of £1 for every full £5 of

that value, the duty to be taken on the occasion of

the transfer, or the grant of a lease of the land, and

on the occasion of the death of any person where

the property passing on his death comprises any

such land, and in the case of land belonging to a

body corporate or unincorporate on such periodi

cal occasions as Parliament may determine; (2)

a duty on the value of any benefit accruing to a

lessor by reason of the determination of a lease at

the rate of £1 for every £10 of that value; (3) an

annual duty In respect of the capital site value of

land which has not been developed for building or

other purposes, and the capital value of ungotten

minerals, at the rate of one halfpenny for every £

of that value.

The debate on this resolution was interesting.

Mr. Mason protested that there is no monopoly

in land. Dundas White said that any one who

thought land was cheap should try to buy some.

Mr. Pretyman thought the great burden would

fall upon small owners. Keir Hardie (one of the

leaders of the Independent Labor party) closed

the discussion for the night, saying that—

this was not the last that would be heard of land

taxation for national or for local rate purposes. He

was glad this budget was called socialism, because

it was robbing that term of much of its terrors—

it was popularizing the term. If the land of the

country had all along borne its proper share of tax

ation, the burdens upon industry and labor would

be lighter than they were to-day. The rating value

of the land upon which London was built had in

creased in thirty years from £20,000,000 to £43,-

000,000. Nearly the whole of this increment was

due to municipal socialism—the making of roads,

drainage, and the opening of parks, all done at the

public cost—and it was only right that it should be

taxed for the public benefit. The Labor party would

support the resolution, hoping and expecting it

would be the forerunner of many similar resolutions

in the future. This budget had unmasked the tar

iff reform movement. Tariff reform now stood out

in all Its nakedness as a device to extort more

from the laboring poor In order to protect the Inter

ests of the rich.

The debate was resumed on the 12th. Harold

Cox contended that land is the same as other

classes of property and should not be subjected to

special tax burdens. Josiah C. Wedgwood (presi

dent of the English League for the Taxation of

Land Values) charged unemployment to shortage

of land, and said it was time the ancient privi

leges of land were cut down. Loud protests from

the Conservatives were made when Lloyd George

moved closure on this subject, and Austen Cham

berlain attacked him bitterly ; but his closure mo

tion was carried, and the resolution for land value

taxation as quoted above was then adopted by

330 to 120.

Progress Towaid a Federated South Africa.

The Draft Constitution for a Federated South

Africa prepared by the Convention which met at

Durban last October (vol. xi, p. 732 ; vol. xii, pp.

208, 252, 275, 492), has been approved, with sug

gested amendments, by the legislatures of the sev

eral South African states, and on the 3d came

again under consideration by the Convention,

meeting in second session at Bloemfontein. The

Convention sat for two days, and adopted various

amendments. These include provision for free

trade throughout the proposed Union; for elim

ination of most of the proportional representation

proposed in the original draft (p. 275) ; and for

the striking out of the words "of European de

scent" in the phrase in section 139 which reads,

"All persons of European descent who have been

naturalized in any of the colonies shall be deemed

to be naturalized throughout the Union" (p. 492).

The Convention delegates added a recommenda

tion that delegates who will proceed to London to

represent South African Governments during the

passage of the Union Bill through the Imperial

Parliament, shall be authorized to agree to neces

sary amendments which do not involve a change

of prinaiple. The old racial lines between Briton

and Boer are declared by the Governor of Cape

Colony, Mr. Merriman, to be wiped out by the pro

posed Constitution.

+ +

The French Strike Comes to an End.

Although, as reported last week (p. 493), the

strike of the postal employes was losing ground,
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the General Federation of Labor continued to urge

a sympathetic strike on the part of the unions of

the various trades; and on the 19th the unions of

the seamen, the copper moulders, the cabinet

makers and the diggers decided to strike, and the

secretaries of other trades, including the elec

tricians, the provision trades and the biscuit mak

ers, declared their readiness to, follow the lead.

But no large number of men seem to have fallen

in with the program when the strikes were called,

and on the 21st the General Federation of Labor

terminated the labor union strikes, and issued a

manifesto in which it was explained that the postal

employes had been overconfident of the success of

their second strike, "which everything shows was

prepared and instigated by the government, which

was desirous of an opportunity for avenging itself

against the leaders of the first strike." The state

ment adds, according to the Associated Press re

ports, that the strikes of the diggers and other

workmen having sufficiently demonstrated the

solidarity of the proletariat and the postmen, there

was no reason to call out other unions, notably

the electricians, who had expressed their readiness

to enter the fight. With the withdrawal of the

sympathetic strike the postmen's strike also termi

nated, and the remaining strikers set themselves

to obtain reinstatement as far as possible.

+ +

The Tariff in Congress.

In the course of the proceedings in the Senate

on the tariff bill (p. 490), a duty of $2 a dozen on

imported razors was carried on the 18th. The

next items were those of the lumber schedule, but

Mr. Aldrich secured a postponement of their con

sideration. After two or three days, however, de

voted to the consideration of miscellaneous items,

the lumber schedules were brought into debate up

on a resolution of Senator McCumber's proposing

to put lumber in the free list. This resolution

came to vote on the 24th. It was defeated by 56

to 2.5. Only 10 Democrats voted for it. they

were Clay, Culberson. Frazier. Gore, Hughes.

Xewlands, Paynter, Rayner, Shively, Stone.

They were supported by the following Republi

cans: Beveridge, Bristow, Brown, Burkctt, Bur

ton, Clapp, Crawford, Cummins, Curtis, DuPont,

Gamble, Jonson (N. D.), La Follette, McCum-

ber, Nelson.

+ +

The Filipino Assembly Again Asks for Independence.

Just as the Filipino Assembly closed its session

last year with a resolution declaring independence

to be the aspiration of the Filipino people, and

asking it of the United States (vol. xi, p. 300), so

again at the close of this years session on the 20th,

a similar resolution was passed, asking for inde

pendence for the islands. In moving this resolu

tion the Speaker, Mr. Osmena, said that though

the policy of the Assembly was to work in harmony

with and support the government in all measures

calculated to advance the interests of the Filipinos,

nevertheless the mcmlwrs had not abandoned their

original aspiration for independence; and there

fore he moved that the Filipino delegates to the

Congress of the United States be instructed to

present the question to that body whenever an op

portunity was offered. The members of the

Progressists or minority party, asked permission

to abstain from voting, which was granted. All

the Nationalists then voted in favor of the resolu

tion.

The Farmers of Oregon on Direct Legislation.

Important action of national interest was taken

by the State Grange of Oregon at its convention

at McMinnville, which closed on the 14th. It re

lated to the movement to kill direct legislation in

a Constitutional convention (p. 459). Follow

ing is the resolution on the subject which the

Grange adopted :

Whereas. House Bill No. 186, introduced bj- Mr.

Buchanan, lo provide for a Constitutional convention

to revise the Constitution of the State of Oregon, was

passed by the Legislative Assembly at its rscent ses

sion; and whereas, it is the reported intention of the

machine politicians and corporate interests respon

sible for the introduction and passage of this bill to

have the Constitutional convention promulgate and

adopt the Constitution it draws without submitting it

to a vote of the people for approval or rejection, and

thereby repeal the Initiative and Referendum, the Re

call and the people's selection of United States Sena

tors by the Statement No. 1 method, as well as other

measures by which the people of Oregon directly con

trol their public officers and government; and where

as, a new Constitution is followed always by many

years of uncertainty and costly litigation to deter

mine the meaning of its various provisions, and this

bill will cost the taxpayers of Oregon for the two

special elections and the convention itself at least

$20.0.000, if ihey are permitted to vote upon the

Constitution at all, and because it is very clear

that no food for the people can possibly be ob

tained through such a convention that cannot be

much more safely and cheaply obtained by amend

ment; therefore be it

Resolved, By the Oregon State Grange in regular

session assembled, that we are unalterably opposed

to a Constitutional convention, and we do hereby call

upon the Pomona-s, Councils, Subordinate Granges,

Federated Trades Union, and all citizens of Oregon

who believe in self-government by the people, to aid

in rejecting the proposed Constitutional convention

at the November election, 1910, and thus retain for

the people of Oregon their unimpaired power to initi

ate and enact legislation and to discharge public offi

cers by their vote at the polls.

* ♦

Taxation Reform in Oregon.

At the same session at which the Oregon State

Grange adopted resolutions opposing a Constitu

tional convention as menacing to direct legislation
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(p. 512), W. S. U'Ren, the "father of the refer

endum" in Oregon, was invited to address the body

on the subject of taxation, and the Oregon papers

report him as having said:

The referendum should be obligatory on all tax

and exemption laws, because the legislature has failed

to understand the bills it passed. Twice in the past

Ave years it has been necessary to make emergency

tax lawa to get any revenue for the State. Once a

special session was necessary. Last Winter the leg

islature repealed the laws for taxing incomes of tele

phone, telegraph and express companies. Either there

was a joker in the bill that the legislature did not

see, or else the members did see the joker and left

it hidden from the people. It is bad enough either

way.

Taxation is one of the most important functions of

government. It is well that the people should feel

their own responsibility for the tax and exemption

laws. The amendments to the Constitution submitted

by the legislature last winter, if adopted, will permit

laws to exempt any kind of property, and also to tax

different kinds of property at different rates, as they

are said to do in some of the Eastern States. With

these great taxing powers added to the law-making

power, I believe it will be safe and wise to require

that every tax and exemption shall be approved by the

people before it takes effect.

Legislatures have never yet made satisfactory tax

laws; possibly the legislature and the people may suc

ceed.

In acknowledgement of Mr. U'Een's address, the

following resolution was adopted by the Grange :

Whereas, By reason of legislative carelessness and

incompetence, the tax laws of the State of Oregon

for the past five years have been made under the

emergency clause, and no tax laws have yet been

made by any legislature that are just and satisfac

tory to the taxpayers, therefore be it,

Resolved, by the Oregon State Grange, That our

legislative committee is authorized on the part of

the Grange to assist in organizing any movement that

meets its approval for the purpose of proposing by

Initiative petition an amendment to the Oregon Con

stitution, making the Referendum obligatory on all

tax and exemption laws passed by the legislature,

and providing that any tax or exemption law ap

proved by the people shall be effective, notwithstand

ing any limitations of the Constitution on the power

of the legislative assembly.

+

The special committee on taxation had already

made, and the Grange had adopted, a declaration

on taxation which was ordered to be printed in suf

ficient quantity for educational purposes through

out the State. The position taken by the Grange

on this subject is that—

the State Constitution should be amended so as to

permit all property to be classified and taxed at differ

ent rates, retaining a uniform rate in each class. A

more rigid enforcement of tax laws is necessary. All

privileges should be obliged to contribute their just

share of the burden. The last legislature is com

mended for its creation of a State Tax Commission,

the Grange believing the system to be the most ef

fective means »of finding intangible property and

classifying same and making fair adjustments of val

ues. The Grange believes such a commission should

be elected on a non-partisan ticket, and believes a fine

of from $100 to $500 should be imposed for refusal to

list property with the assessor, or imprisonment of

from six months to one year. The Washington State

plan of collecting delinquent taxes is recommended

for adoption.

The Oregon Grange would also make all bonds and

securities, not exempt, worthless unless they bear

the official seal of the assessor.

+ *

Use of the Recall.

In one of the smaller cities of Oregon, Estacada,

all the officials except the Recorder, have been re

called. The grounds of recall, printed on the offi

cial ballot, were—

First—They have conducted and managed the busi

ness affairs of the city in an unsatisfactory manner,

diverting the different city funds and applying them

unlawfully to the payment of certain debts not in the

class for which said fund was created.

Second—They have repudiated the city's indebted

ness by their refusal to provide for and pay the in

terest on such bonds.

Third—They have and still continue to spend the

city's funds in a manner not approved of by your

petitioners.

Fourth—By their acts and arbitrary manner they

have involved the city in such a manner that your pe

titioners believe will involve the city in costly litiga

tion.

This is the second use of the recall in Oregon since

its adoption as an Initiative amendment to the

Constitution at the election last June (vol. xi, p.

250; vol. xii, pp. 82, 98). The first, at Junction

City early this spring, resulted in the recall of the

Mayor by a vote of 4 to 1.

+ +

The Cleveland Traction Situation.

What is reported by the Cleveland Press as "one

of the stormiest sessions in the series of traction

peace meetings'' (p. 394) occurred on the 17th.

The Council then went on record in favor of a sep

aration of the properties of the old Cleveland Elec

tric Company and the Forest City Company

(which were united in the Cleveland Railway

Company), in ease any revaluation of the property

is made. Mayor Johnson insisted that Forest City

stockholders must neither profit nor lose by a re

valuation. President Andrews insisted upon hav

ing all the property treated as a single interest,

saying he would not concede this point. But the

Council were against him.

At the regular meeting of the Council, the same

evening, a resolution fixing the maximum fare for
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a settlement ordinance at 4 cents cash, with 7 tick

ets for 25 cents, and a penny for transfers with a

penny rebate, was adopted by 23 to 8. Also at

this meeting an ordinance was introduced in be

half of the traction company. It had been pre

pared by their attorneys. Nearly all the provisions

asked for by the city are embodied in it, says the

Plain Dealer, except the maximum fare, which is

here put at six tickets for 25 cents. At an ad

journed meeting on the 22d,a resolution adopted by

the board of directors of the traction company, of

fering to refer all matters in dispute to judge

Tayler, was submitted, accompanied with a sug

gestion that Judge Tayler be invited to prepare an

ordinance according to his own views of the best

manner of accomplishing his general plans. A

motion at the peace meeting on the 21st to re

quest Judge Tayler to draft an ordinance was de

feated by 12 to 3 ; and when the general question

was voted on at the peace meeting on the 24th the

Council directed Mayor Johnson to prepare a list

of arbitral questions for submission to Judge Tay

ler, but ordered by 16 to 5 that the question of

maximum fare be excluded.

Bids for new franchises on four routes were

opened on the 18th in accordance with the ordi

nances of two or three months ago (p. 394). There

were only two bidders. They were the Cleveland

Railway Co., which bid for all the routes at 5

cents cash fare and free transfers with 6 tickets

for 25 cents, but made no deposit; and Herman

J. Schmidt, who bid for only one route, the Payne

avenue, offering service at a 3-cent fare, and mak

ing a deposit of $18,000.

Chicago Harbor Rights.

A bill repealing the charter of the Chicago Dock

and Canal Co. (p. 491) passed the lower house of

the Illinois legislature on the 21st by a vote of 93

to 0. This charter, granted in 1857 by a private

act, is the basis on which the company is planning

to build piers into the lake. The repealing act was

put in as emergency aid to Chicago in the protec

tion of a municipal harbor plan.

It is now reported that the application for the

exclusive permit granted by the War Department

to this company was applied for January 5, 1909,

that it was expedited by the official direction of

Luke F. Wright as Secretary of War, that the Sec

retary of War was induced to do this by James E.

Pugh, the principal promoter, in company with

Congressman Lorimer and Senator Cullom. A

resolution adopted by the City Council on the

24th, authorizes Mayor Busse to ask the War De

partment to revoke the permit "in order that the

City of Chicago may in no wise be hindered in

carrying out fully and promptly the harbor plans

and policies now being formulated, as soon as they

can be definitely determined."

The Department has explained in response to

objections that—

the War Department's only jurisdiction is to pro

tect the navigable water and the Department assumes

no ownership over the beds and shore of these waters.

Its jurisdiction extends to the high water mark. The

permit conveys no right to the grantee for occupation

of any land in the vicinity as against the lawful own

er, and distinctly provides there shall be no invasion

or infringement of the existing State, county, munici

pal or individual rights. It is simply a formal expres

sion of consent of the War Department to the erection

in navigable waters of a structure which it believes

will not obstruct navigation.

Certain affiliations of the Dock and Canal

Company with the Pugh Terminal Company and

the Chicago Lighterage Company, together with

works of construction participated in by the trac

tion companies and now in progress north of the

Chicago river near its mouth, have started suspi

cions of a gigantic scheme of corruption involving

Big Business interests and local officials.

NEWS NOTES

—The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition opens in

Seattle June 1st, to continue open until October 16.

—The quinquennial session of the International

Council of Women is to be held in Toronto, from

June 15 to 29.

—The Brooklyn (New York) Progressive Suffrage

Union offers a prize of $100 for the best design for a

woman suffrage banner.

—The annual per capita expenditures of the Fed

eral Government, calculated on the 20th, are $11.55%.

Twenty-five years ago they were $6.60.

—Eighty-six German cities and towns have peace

societies, most of them branches of the general Ger

man Peace Society which has headquarters at Stutt

gart.

—The efforts of "short" sellers of wheat- to

"cover" their obligations for May delivery (p. 419)

with final delivery day almost at hand, drove the

price up on the 25th to $1.35%.

—The Senatorial deadlock in Illinois (p. 300) re

mains unbroken. On the 90th joint ballot taken on

the 20th, the vote for Senator Hopkins was 87,

and on the 91st, taken on the 20th, it was 88.

i—An Aeronautic Carnival in which airships of

the dirigible-balloon and of the heavier-than-air

types are having their first competitive trials in

America, opened at Arlington, N. J., on the 25th, to

continue for a week.

—The Billings bill for woman suffrage, pending

in the Illinois legislature (p. 394), was defeated in
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the Senate on the 20th for lack of one vote. There

were 18 votes against It and 25 for It; but 26 votes

were necessary for adoption.

—The regents of the University of Nebraska elect

ed Samuel T. Avery as Chancellor on the 20th. in

place of Benjamin E. Andrews, who had resigned

(vol. xi, p. 782). Chancellor Avery had been acting

as Chancellor during the vacancy.

—Magon, Vlllareal and Rivera, the Mexicans

charged with violation of the American neutrality

laws (pp. 411, 490), were convicted in the Federal

Court at Tombstone, Arizona, on the 20th and sen

tenced to eighteen months' imprisonment.

—The Chicago consolidation bill, the first of the 11

bills loosely called a new charter, which the charter

convention (p. 325) recommended for passage, was

defeated in the State Senate on the 19th by a vote of

21 to 26. and in the House on the 20th by a vote of 97

to 34.

—Charles W. Eliot relinquished the presidency of

Harvard University on the 18th (p. 85) having

held it for forty years, and on the 19th the new

president, Abbott Lawrence Lowell, assumed the

duties of the office. President Lowell is to be for

mally installed in the autumn.

—A proclamation providing for the opening up to

private acquisition of nearly 1,000.000 acres of public

land was Issued by President Taft on the 22nd. The

land lies in Montana, Idaho and Washington. Regu

lations for entry will be available at the Department

of the Interior on the 1st of June.

—A resolution calling for legislation to secure

payment of members of Parliament was adopted by

the British House of Commons on the 12th by a

vote of 242 to 92. While the Ministry gave general

support to the resolution they stated that inade

quacy of money prevents their promising legisla

tion.

—Julia Ward Howe's ninetieth birthday. May 27,

is to be observed by woman suffragists in significant

fashion. The Interurban Council of New Yorlt City

was the originator of the plan to set apart this day

as "Petition Day" and to urge all members and

friends to celebrate it by securing 90 signers each

to the national petition for woman suffrage.

—The fifth annual meeting of the National Purity

Congress will begin on the 18th of October at Burling

ton, Iowa, and remain in session five days. A gen

eral invitation is extended to all organizations in

sympathy with the movement against the "white

slave" traffic.to communicate with the president, B. S.

Steadwell, La Crosse, Wisconsin, with a view to par

ticipating.

—Algernon Hilton, a Southern disciple of Henry

George, died at his home in Alexandria, La., on

the 27th of March, at the age of 85 years. Mr. Hil

ton had been a Free Mason since 1855, and since

1831 had lived in Alexandria, which grew in his

day from a small village to a city. His adoption of

Henry George's views dated back into the '80's. He

was born in Ohio.

—Friends of Henry George are arranging to cele

brate his seventieth birthday in many cities on the

2nd of September next. The purpose is being stimu

lated by Frederick H. Monroe as president of the

Henry George Lecture Association, and Mr. Monroe

reports that he is expecting at least 50 cities to par

ticipate. Prominent sympathizers from Canada and

the United States are to be invited to speak at

the different places.

—Henry H. Rogers, vice president of the Standard

Oil Company, whose period of publicity began with

the exposures of Thomas W. Lawson through Every

body's Magazine (vol viii, pp. 51, 502), but who had

for many years been a giant in the struggle for

plutocratic concentration of industry, died suddenly

on the 19th at his home in New York City, at the

age of 69. The burial was at Fairhaven, Mass.,

his native place. His fortune is estimated at $100,-

000,000.

—At the organization meeting of the Municipal

Democracy of New York city, held on the 24th, to

concentrate opposition to Tammany Hall at the Fall

election, a plan of campaign was outlined, and tho

following officers elected: Frederick Cyrus Leu-

buscher, chairman; C. Augustus Haviland, Bolton

Hall, Alexander S. Bacon, Edwin S. Merrill and

William F. Schneider, Jr., vice chairmen; Gustave

W. Thompson, secretary, and William S. Grey,

treasurer.

—At the opening of the Presbyterian General As

sembly of the United States (vol. xi, p. 229) at Den

ver on the 20th, Dr. James M. Barkley of Detroit was

elected Moderator by 503 votes over Dr. Edgar P. Hill

of Chicago, who received 292. Until the third ballot

there was a deadlock, the candidacy of Dr. William L.

McEwen of Pittsburg on the first and second ballots,

preventing any of the three from getting the 300

votes necessary for election. Sunday amusements, di

vorce and religious education were the principal sub

jects of discussion on the 21st.

—Lieutenant General A. M. Stoessel, serving a

ten years' sentence in the fortress of St. Peter and

St. Paul for surrendering Port Arthur to the Japa

nese in the Russian Japanese war, and Rear Ad

miral Nebogatoff serving a like sentence in the

same place for surrendering in the battle of the

Sea of Japan, were released from confinement on

the 19th by pardon from the Czar. Admiral Ne

bogatoff began his sentence April 15, 1907, and Gen

eral Stoessel began his March 20, 1908 (vol. x, p.

1213). Both officers had been originally sentenced

to death, but their sentences had been commuted.

—John Kirby, Jr., president of the Dayton Manu

facturing Company, was unanimously elected presi

dent of the National Association of Manufacturers

(p. 446) at their convention in New York on the

19th. He succeeds J. W. Van Cleave. In his in

augural address at a banquet on the 20th, Mr. Kirby

announced his opposition to compromising with

"labor union criminals"; and at the same banquet.

Mr. Van Cleave was presented by the Association

with a bronze tablet commemorative of his admin

istration, a ruby stick pin, and a check for $10,000,

in token of "his heroic fight for industrial freedom

as against trade union tyranny."

—An invitation to the Zionist colonization asso

ciations (vol. x, p. 540; vol. xi, p. 370), from Ahmed

Riza Bey, president of the Turkish Chamber of

Deputies under the new Constitutionalism in Tur

key, for the creation of a Jewish state in Mesopo
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tamia under local self-government, has aroused the

hopes of the Zionists. Jacob H. Schlff, the New

Tork banker, and Israel Zangwlll, the English au

thor, are believed to be handling the proposition.

Properly Irrigated the country under consideration

should support, it Is said, a population of 10,000,000.

As Mesopotamia lies just to the northeast of Pal

estine, its occupation by the Jews would lead near

to the fulfilment of th'eir ancient hope.

—The statistics of exports and imports of the

United States (p. 397) for the ten months ending

April 30, 1909, as given by the statistical sheet of the

Department of Commerce and Labor for April, 1909,

were as follows (M standing for merchandise, G for

gold and S for silver) :

Exports. Imports. Balance.

M $1,422,295,096 $1,071,247,953 $351,047,143 exp.

G 72,014.107 39,375,779 32,638,328 exp.

S 45.749,307 35,609,504 10,139,803 exp.

$1,540,058,510 $1,146,233,236 $393,825,274 exp.

Since July 1, 1897 $6,006,466,960 exp.

Since 1834 $8,629,444,591 exp.

—Centennial meetings In memory of Thomas

Paine will be held at the Long Island Business Col

lege, South Eighth street, near Bedford avenue,

Brooklyn, New York, on the 30th at 3 p. m., and at

New Rochelle, near the Paine monument, on the

5th at 2 p. m. The former meeting will be ad

dressed by the Rev. Robert J. Lockhart, the Rev.

Henry Frank and Henry Rowley; the latter by

Thaddeus B. Wakeman, the Rev. Thomas R. Slicer

and David S. Muzzey. Dr. B. B. Foote, 120 Lexing

ton avenue. New York, is treasurer of the meet

ings, which are under the auspices of the Thomas

Paine Historical Association, the Paine Memorial

Association, the Brooklyn Philosophical Associa

tion, the Society for Ethical Culture, and the Huge-

not Association of New Rochelle.

—George Bernard Shaw's latest play, "The Show

ing up of Blanco Posnet," has been censored off the

British stage by the official censor (vol. xi, p. 350).

Of this interference Shaw is reported bjt cable as

saying: "The play is in the nature of a theolog

ical discussion. A set of ungoldly people awake to

a perception that God is a real, vital,

active entity. What baffles me is that a

license is refused not because the play is irreligious

but because it is religious. There is no question of

sex objection this time. It is remarkable that God

may be presented on the stage as a quaintly, even lu

dicrously, costumed figure, in plays like 'Everyman,'

but a verbal allusion to him, as here, is immediately

tabooed. I am afraid it is hopeless to try to meet the

censor's view. I gladly would alter any offending

passage, but he demands practically that the whole

play be cut out" .

—In the case of Sheriff Shipp of Tennessee and

five of his deputies, the Supreme Court of the

United States decided on the 24th that they were

in contempt of that court for their part in the

lynching of a Negro prisoner at Chattanooga in

March, 1905. Johnson had been taken out of the

jail by a mob and murdered, with the alleged con

nivance of the sheriff and these deputies, after the

granting of an appeal to the Supreme Court with

stay of execution; and the court now holds that

he was then in Federal custody and that all per

sons participating in the lynching were therefore

in contempt. Chief Justice Fuller writes the opin

ion of the court, saying: "It does not admit of

question on this record that this lamentable riot

was the direct result of opposition to the adminis

tration of the law by this court. It was not only

in defiance of our mandate, but was understood to

be such." Justices Peckham, White and McKenna

joined in a dissenting opinion. The respondents are

to be brought before the court for sentence on

the 1st.

—The New York police stopped a lecture by Emma

Goldman (pp. 86, 123), at Lexington Hall on the 23d.

As the affair is reported in the press dispatches, Miss

Goldman had been delivering a series of lectures,

on "The True Significance of Anarchism," and when

she took the platform on the 23d she stated her inten

tion that morning to lecture on the modern drama

as a disseminator of radical thought. Her exordium

displeased Detective Rafsky, who stepped up to the

platform and said: "Now you will have to confine

your remarks to your subject or I shall not permit

you to go on. We don't want any dissertations on

radical thought as you people see It." After two such

episodes Rafsky jumped upon the platform and shak

ing his finger at Miss Goldman, said: "I have warned

you three times to stick to your subject, and since

you don't see fit to obey the law this meeting can't go

on. I shall clear the hall." A call was sent in for

the reserves and the police made those in the hall

leave. Miss Goldman announced that she would de

liver her lecture at the same place in the afternoon.

There were then 1,000 people there trying to get into

the hall, but the police kept them out and cleared the

street with their clubs. Two arrests for resistance

were made.

PRESS OPINIONS

The British Budget.

The (London) Nation (radical), May 8.—The

owners of large properties and high incomes, of land

values and liquor values, the products of privilege

or natural scarcity, must necessarily find the bulk of

the required revenue, for there Is no other course

from which it can be got without inflicting obvious

and grievous Injury on Industry and the efficiency

of labor. Two impregnable principles dictate this

national finance. The first Is that in Imposing

direct taxation, unearned incomes and property are

to be preferred to earned; the second, that wher

ever it is desirable to retain indirect taxation,

whether in the interests of revenue or public order,

luxuries and superfluities are to be preferred to

necessaries as objects of taxation. These two prin

ciples afford a triumphant defense of this demo

cratic budget.

+

The (London) Labour Leader (official organ of

the Independent Labor Party), May 14.—We are dis

posed neither to join In the fulsome praise of the

budget which is being showered upon it by certain

socialist writers, nor In the denunciation which is
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being hurled at It by the Tory press. . . . But

socialists have reason to welcome the budget be

cause it does, more definitely than ever before, em

body the ideas that great wealth should contribute

more generously to the cost of the public services,

and that there is a form of wealth which is social

in its origin, and which therefore ought to be avail

able for social purposes. These two principles are

to be found adopted to a partial extent In the bud

get; and the methods of applying these ideas are

on the whole on the lines which socialists can ap

prove, . . . The indirect taxes to be Imposed by

the budget cannot be defended by socialist theory.

These taxes will add greatly to the sums, already

far too excessive, paid in taxation by the work

ing classes out of their Inadequate means. It has

no bearing on the economic argument to point out

that the liquor and tobacco taxes are voluntary and

upon non-necessary articles. . . . The state has

no right, it is not social economy, to tax any section

disproportionately simply because they happen to

have special habits or tastes. ... It is, perhaps,

too early to estimate the political effects of this bud

get. But two things it seems to have made clear-—

it has proved that a free trade fiscal system can

provide for national financial requirements; and

it has exposed the real purpose of the tariff

reform agitation, which is not so much Imperial

preference and the protection of home trade as a

conspiracy to "broaden the basis of taxation" by

relieving the rich of even their old burdens, and

placing that relief and all new taxation on the com

modities needed and used by the people. The de

bates on this budget have already clearly shown

that this is the issue. The budget is, on the whole,

better than we expected. It Is a budget the Labor

party is well justified in supporting, and it lays

a basis on which more substantial reforms may be

established.

*

The Springfield (Mass.) Republican (ind.), May

20 (weekly edition).—In discussing Lloyd George's

new land taxes, the Daily News scrapes over some

sore spots in the cuticle of the conservative

classes. Fancy the descendant of a dozen earls,

possessed of some valuable urban ground sites,

reading this passage: "Starting from the present

level of values, at every transfer of an estate,

whether by sale or death, 20 per cent of the un

earned increment—the enhanced value due not to

the improvements of the landlord, but to the in

dustry of the community—will be annexed by the

state. It is a mere ransom. In strict logic the

state has a right to the whole of the unearned

increment." The position thus taken is that Mr.

Lloyd George is treating the land owner with much

generosity, Inasmuch as he leaves in his possession

four-fifths of a sum not a particle of which rightly

belongs to him. It is a point of view that must

seem revolutionary, if not actually anarchical, to

many of the landlords of the realm. For if they

are to be left with 80 per cent of the unearned In

crement by the mere favor of the government, the

time is coming when a thoroughly just and fearless

government, backed by a majority of the people,

will gather into Its coffers the whole sum In ques

tion. Indeed, the Dally News bluntly says that

while the new land taxes "go far to realize the

hopes of land reformers," "they are not complete."

"They will do little or nothing to break up great

estates In the country, or to force great landlords

to encourage small holders. But they recognize all

the principles for which we have been contending,

and ultimately they promise a considerable reve

nue and a still larger Indirect benefit." The bat

tle over the budget, it is clear, has a deeper sig

nificance than has attached to any previous one

in years. The bitterness of the opposition arises

out of the quick perception of vested Interests that

the budget unchains social democratic forces

whose future progress they have reason to dread.

And there Is every sign that the younger politicians

of the Lloyd George and Churchill type are looking

far beyond the next election, which the Liberals

are very liable to lose, and are reckoning upon the

ultimate triumph of the forces the budget repre

sents.

+

Detroit (Mich.) Journal (Rep.), May 14.—The

proposal of the British chancellor of the exchequer

to impose a tax of 20 per cent on the unearned In

crement to land values growing out of the enter

prise of the community, and the further tax of one

cent in the pound on the capital value of unde

veloped land, Is naturally alarming the big land

holders. Yet there is no tax that would bear less

heavily on the people who make the prosperity of

the country, and none which could be imposed with

more justice.

+

Chicago Daily News (uid.), May 21.—The ideas of

Henry George with reference to taxation of land

values seems to be making more rapid headway In

Europe than in this country. Some German cities

already have put in practice the plan of taking

for the public a part of the future increase in land

values. Now David Lloyd George, the daring Brit

ish chancellor of the exchequer, proposes the adop

tion of a similar plan as a feature of the British

taxing system.

+

The (Wisconsin) Catholic Citizen (religious),

May 22.—Henry George has been dead "these ten

years syne," but his soul goes marching on. It re

incarnates In Lloyd-George, chancellor of the Brit

ish exchequer, who incorporates in the new budget

an important Georgian principle.

The Town-Meeting the Prototype of the Commission

Plan of Government.

The Peoria (111.) Star (ind.), April 25.—Those who

oppose government by commission say that It is

not in accordance with our representative system of

government, and the supreme court of Oregon took

this stand. It only shows that our lawmakers are

ignorant of history and ignorant of the very prin

ciples that underlie our system. For this very plan

was the beginning of the representative system. The

old township sent its representative, duly Instructed.

His powers were limited and if he exceeded them,

or in any way departed from the rules which they

laid down for him, he was deposed, fined and some-

'
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times his rights as a freeman were taken away from

him.

+ +

Mayor Johnson's Following.

Northern Illinois (Dupage County) Democrat (ind.

Dem.), May 21,—Tom L. Johnson has a following

of young men as well as old. They are not hard to

get for the man who does not sit on the fence.

Yet Tom L. Johnson is a politician and cannot he

sand-bagged nor soft-soaped, the only modern ma

chinery now used to prevent the success of nominat

ing conventions in the interest of real democracy.

He never swerves from his purpose and his follow

ers know the object of the journey, although they

may not always know the road to be taken. Special

privilege has no more relentless nor more resource

ful enemy than Tom Johnson, and no one knows it

better than they.

+ +

The Chase of Emma Goldman.

Chicago Record Herald (ind. Rep.) May 25.—Em

ma Goldman manages to be martyrized several times

a week. It isn't the stupidity of her own creed but

the stupidity of the police which is respon

sible. Usually she is driven out of some hall

in which she is going to speak. Occasionally she

is arrested. But if she is arrested she always gets

free quickly enough to advertise another speech

without undue delay, and the process begins over

again. . . . Either she advocates violence or

other crime, or she doesn't. If she does she ought

to be properly punished for it. The police would

do well to wait until they can make out a case and

then insist on a conviction and a sound sentence.

If she does not advocate violence she ought to be

let alone.

* *

Elastic neutrality Laws.

The Chicago Daily Socialist (Soc), May 24.—

Some Mexican workingmen are alleged to have at

tempted to organize a revolution against the blood

thirsty Diaz. . . . They are accused of having

risked their lives that their fellow workers might

be made free. All these acts are undoubtedly ille

gal. ... It Is an accepted principle of interna

tional law that one nation cannot allow its territory

to be used as a basis from which to make war upon

a "friendly power." But in cold practice it makes

a great difference who is organizing the revolution

upon a friendly power. . . .When an American cor

poration fails to secure the favors it wishes from

any government it proceeds to "organize a revolu

tion." ... To all of this the government of the

United States is discreetly blind, if not openly favor

able. Indeed, when the asphalt trust organized a

revolution in Venezuela . . . the United States

government kindly took a hand, recalled such of its

representatives as did not suit the trust, and has

now used its diplomatic service to secure the co

operation of other nations in exiling the legal ruler

of that country. When a revolution was needed in

Panama in order to secure control of the canal zone

the President of the United States took a hand

directly and assisted in organizing a successful rev

olution against a "friendly power." Of course no

one suggested the imprisonment of Theodore Roose

velt for violating the laws he had sworn to enforce.

But the Mexicans were just workingmen. The peo

ple they were seeking to benefit were Just plain

peons. The object of the revolutionists was the wel

fare of men and women and children and not the

increase of profits. Therefore the Mexicans are on

their road to the penitentiary while Roosevelt is

shooting lions in Africa.

Roosevelt's "Outlook" Editorial on Tolstoy.

The Commoner (Dem.), May 21.—Tolstoy has in

curred the wrath of ex-President Roosevelt by say

ing that "Bryan - represented the party of peace"

in the last campaign; and the "mighty hunter"

pauses long enough to administer a rebuke to the

Russian philosopher. Hie says that Tolstoy has

swayed "only the feeble folk and the fanatic folk."

There now, let Tolstoy wipe the blood off his face

and take a back seat No wonder Mr. Roosevelt

does not like Tolstoy—they represent opposite

schools of thought. Mr. Roosevelt is the exponent

of the brute force idea. With him man is an ani

mal and must be ready to kill any other animal

that opposes his plans. With Tolstoy man is the

spiritual agent of God and is bound to observe spir

itual laws. Mr. Roosevelt thinks that man would

degenerate without an occasional opportunity for

blood letting. Tolstoy believes that love Is greater

than force and that man is ennobled by accepting

love as the controlling principle of life. Natur

ally Mr. Roosevelt thinks that the world can be

scared into peace when armaments become great

enough to make each nation afraid of every other

nation. Tolstoy believes that the spirit that leads

nations to desire big navies will lead them to use

them without excuse, and he insists that a good ex

ample will do more than a threat to prevent war.

This fundamental difference between Roosevelt

and Tolstoy is not, however, new. When Jesus

visited a village of Samaria and the people refused

to receive him, some of the disciples suggested that

fire should be called down from heaven to avenge
the' insult; but the Master rebuked them and said:

"Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of; for

the Son of Man is not come to destroy men's lives,

but to save them." Suppose he had said: "We

will thrash them until they understand who we

are," how different would have been the history of

Christianity! Compare, if you will, the swaggering,

bullying, brutal doctrine of Roosevelt with the

golden rule of Tolstoy and the commandment,

"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." Again.

Christ answered one who would use force to de

fend him by saying: "They that draw the sword

■shall perish by the sword." Tolstoy has good au

thority for his position—better than Mr. Roosevelt

can offer for his bullying and swaggering policy.

Mr. Roosevelt will hardly charge all the followers

of The Prince of Peace with being "feeble folk and

fanatic folk."

+ + +

"But how, then, is my brother's unklndness to b«

cured?"

"Bring; him to me, and I will tell him, but I hav«

nothimg to say to you about his unklndness."—Eplc-

tetua.
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RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

EASTWARD THE COURSEOF FREEDOM

TAKES ITS WAY.

For,The Public.

Eastward the course of freedom takes Its way

While westward, like the soon descending sun,

The dazzling course of empire soon is run,

And darkening gloom succeeds its waning sway.

Dawnward from high peaks where eagles play,

Clean winds, from Washington to Washington

Winnow the fertile plains for freedom won,

And clear our skies of murk that hid the day:

So tidings come of many a manly deed

Done in the West to serve the people's cause

Against the proud imperial hosts of greed.

Wise Westerners, to worthy promptings true.

Strive on for just and unevadable laws!

The hindered hopes of ages look to you.

FREDERICK L.BROY SARGENT.

* + *

GOVERNING CITIES BY COMMIS

SIONS.

Don E. Mowry in La Follette's Weekly for March 37

You are interested in bettering your city. I am

interested in bettering mine. What are we going

to do? Clean out the old party lines and create

new ones without changing the system? It will

never do. The result will simply be purification

of the dilettante and sporadic type.

One by one the cities are adopting the central

ized form of government known as the commis

sion plan. Notice this: In places where the com

mission idea has taken hold there is no return to

the old, complicated, power-distributed plan where

freedom has full swing in the management of the

city's affairs.

And more.

Over twenty-five cities, that I can name, off

hand, have seriously considered the adoption of the

commission plan within the past six months.

What is the idea ?

Simply this: City administraton is carried on

by commissioners, usually five in number, who

direct, control, and are responsible for every de

partment, and even the department executives.

Party politics is removed from city elections ; com

plexities of administration are reduced; the ward

systems abolished ; the finances are placed upon a

business basis and responsibility is definitely fixed

in case of mismanagement.

Galveston Led the Movement.

Galveston was ~*2 first city to try the new ex

periment, in 1902. Its success is now undisputed.

All officers are now elective. The five commission

ers appoint the subordinate officers, and are them

selves elected by the people at large. The presi

dent of the commission is elected separately and is

called the mayor.

Different departments are assigned to the com

missioners; that is, streets and public improve

ments, fire and police, etc. This body or board

determines the budget, and each commissioner has

a voice in the final estimate for his department.

There is no one-man power, you notice, and all

accounts are gone over in a business-like manner.

Salaries ?

For all of his responsibility the mayor of Gal

veston receives $2,000 a year, and the other com

missioners $1,200 each. Think of it ! And Gal

veston does not contemplate returning to the old

cumbersome way of handling city business.

Other Texas Cities Followed.

Houston has followed the general features of the

Galveston plan. All elections are from the city

at large, and elective officers must be owners of

real estate and have had a residence of five years

in the city. Xo financial measure is ever consid

ered as an emergency measure, and so cannot be

passed on the day it is introduced. Provision for

the referendum is made on petition of 500 voters

or more, upon all matters of franchises and propo

sitions for municipal purchase. Members of the

council cannot hold other offices or be interested

in any public work.

In 1907, the legislature granted new charters to

Fort Worth, Dallas, Denison, El Paso, and Green

ville, along similar lines.

The Des Moines Plan.

Two years ago, Iowa passed a law allowing cities

to organize under the commission form. Dee

Moines, being the first city in the State to organize

uader this law, is often spoken of as the Iowa

model and the plan is called the Des Moines plan.

. This is the best plan, I believe, for many reasons.

A uniform system is provided for cities of a given

population. Penalties are imposed for bribery dur

ing elections and for violations of the election

laws. A majority vote is necessary to pass a meas

ure. A sliding scale is provided for the salaries

of the mayor and councilmen, according to the

size of the city. All franchises to public service

corporations must be submitted to the vote of the

people for approval.

Civil service, uniform city accounts, the recall,

the initiative and the referendum are all given a

place, and provision is made for municipal owner

ship of all public utilities.

The Des Moines plan is the most advanced form

of commission government yet put into operation.

The people have an absolute check upon the ad

ministration. They can assert their rights at any

juncture. They control their representatives. Re

sponsibility is fixed.
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Many Cities Falling in Line.

Boise and Lewiston have such charters in Idaho.

In Lewiston franchises are limited to twenty-five

years, after which time the city may acquire the

property. In Boise, no special elections are held.

The South Dakota law follows the Galveston

plan.

The Kansas law is applicable to cities of the

first class. Cities in the States of Massachusetts,

Maine, Tennessee, Virginia and Oregon have

fallen in line. The commission idea is here to

stay, and simply because it is meeting with un

mistakable success.

The idea has awakened more civic spirit in

Cedar Bapids than was ever before known there.

This new idea is making a new Cedar Rapids. Men

and women consult the members on a hundred

things, seemingly trivial as a single proposition,

yet important in the civil development as a whole.

These matters, great and small, receive prompt at

tention—so prompt, indeed, that men of years of

experience under the old plam are really dazed by

the suddenness of action at times.

The commission appointed to investigate the de

partments of Lynn, Massachusetts, has very re

cently made its report. The commission states that

it is of the opinion that it is impossible to get the

best results under the present form of city gov

ernment. It recommends that action be taken to

obtain a new charter and a new form of govern

ment based on the Des Moines or Haverhill

(Mass.) plan, consisting of a board of five mem

bers elected by the people.

Committees in Portland and Tacoma, Washing

ton, indorse the commission plan.

Governor Stubbs of Kansas announced recently

that he would urge the next legislature to amend

the enabling law for cities of the first and second

class so that they can, if they choose, adopt either

the Des Moines or Uie Galveston plan of commis

sion rule.

At the present time, cities of California are en

deavoring to have new charters adopted by the peo

ple and ready for ratification by the legislature.

The popular clamor seems to be for a centraliza

tion of power in order to govern more econom

ically.

Value of the New Idea.

Here is the value of the commission plan of

government.

It shows us that the movement for reform ex

tends across the continent, marks the general dis

satisfaction with the results of the existing sys

tem of municipal administration, and opens the

way for simplified, economical administration.

More expensive ? No, by no means.

In Cedar Rapids, after one year's experience, it

is seen the salary list is much larger than under

the old plan, this being still further increased by

the fact that more clerks are employed than for

merly. In return for this, however, the city's busi

ness is kept written up, and is checked up and in

dexed like the business of a bank, and is always

ready for inspection.

The commission started in with the plan of pay

ing cash for everything purchased and adhered to

it. More paving, curbing, and sidewalks have been

built this past year than ever before; the streets

and parks are said to have been kept in better

condition ; the municipal water plant has been im

proved and extended and a new fire station is be

ing erected. Notwithstanding the increased

amount of improvements being carried on, it is

stated that the end of the year will find a surplus

in the city treasury.

You and I want to see the commission idea win

more successes. We want to simplify our city gov

ernment. AVre want better service.

. Don't you think this plan will do it?

The growing popularity and success of the idea

seems to leave no doubt in my mind.

The one great need for permanent and genuine,

municipal reform is a quickened civic spirit

among business men and more substantial citizens.

But it may also be admitted that so complicated a

machinery of municipal government as has ex

isted, with its divisions of power among numer

ous departments and petty places of divided or

doubtful responsibility, has played a part in re

pelling the active interest of business men and

turning the city government over to ward leaders

and their professional following.

THE FELS FUND OF AMERICA.

An Address Delivered by Daniel Kiefer at a Dinner

Given at Hamilton, Ohio, May 20, in

Honor of John Z. White.

Shakespeare's remarks about "A tide in the af

fairs of men, which, taken at the flood, leads on

to fortune," may be applied to the Single Tax

movement.

That opportunity is now here. I know that this

is not the first time that Single Taxers have been

told something of this kind. Those of you older

an the movement than myself, can remember how

it was thought that Cleveland's tariff message of

1887 was the opportunity. The Single Taxer who

has not learned better by this time need throw no

stones at the farmer who still believes that the

Single Tax will place all taxes on farmers, nor at

the workingman who still thinks that Protection

protects him.

Then the Delaware campaign was considered

the great opportunity. This, too, was before my

time, for then I was still hopelessly asleep. It

proved not to be so, chiefly because circumstances

rendered it necessary to make this campaign an

attack along the lino of the greatest resistance, in

stead of the least.
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Then followed the opportunities which the cam

paigns for home rule in taxation presented in

Washington and Colorado. The fatal weakness

in both cases was that the opportunity came as

the result of a temporary and accidental control

of the legislature by reform forces. This made

success depend entirely upon the result of a single

election in each State. Failure to carry these elec

tions, coupled with loss of control of the legisla

tures, put an end to the opportunities

Since then conditions have changed in many

States. It is no longer necessary in some of them

to have the slightest influence with the legislature

to submit our proposition to a popular vote a dozen

times in succession if necessary, and the number of

States wherein this condition prevails will doubt

less be materially increased in a very few years.

Oregon, Oklahoma and Missouri have the In

itiative and Referendum. Single Taxers in those

States can make the Single Tax an issue at any

time they see fit. It is not necessary in order to

do so to elect anybody to office. It can be done

without asking Eepublicans to vote for a Demo

cratic candidate, or Democrats for a Republican.

. Neither is it necessary to ask voters of either paity

to vote for a third party man. The signatures of

eight per cent of the voters will do the job. Then

if the result at the polls should be unsatisfactory,

the same voters can have the question re-submitted

at the next election, and at as many succeeding

elections as may be necessary to secure the right

result.

You all know that a measure more nearly ap

proaching the Single Tax than anything ever sub

mitted by any legislature, was voted on in Oregon

last year. You know that as far as the reception

that measure received by the voters was concerned,

it might just as well have been straight out Single

Tax, since most of them understood it to be so.

You all know that more than a third of the voters

voted in favor of this measure, thinking they were

voting for the Single Tax. It is needless to add

that most of those who voted against it did so be

cause they knew nothing either about the proposi

tion submitted or the Single Tax. During this

campaign the Oregon workers were handicapped

by lack of funds. Had it not been for this, they

could have carried on a better campaign of educa

tion, the question would have been better under

stood, and the favorable vote would have been

been much larger. But nothing can prevent a re

submission, and resubmitted it certainly will be.

The only question is whether the next vote on the

measure shall be taken in 1910 or 1912, and that

will be decided by the Oregon Single Taxers. not

by the legislature of Oregon ; and fortunately there

will not be the same difficulty about funds during

the next campaign.

You have all heard of the generous offer of

Joseph Fels. You know that he has agreed to

give $25,000 a year to the Single Tax cause in

the United States on the sole condition that all

the other Single Taxers in the country combined

give as much as he will give by himself. This is

the opportunity which should bring success to the

movement. It removes the great^t handicap to

our efforts. It makes success in the near future

more than a possibility, not only in Oregon, but

in Rhode Island, Missouri and Oklahoma as well.

Your guest of the evening can and will no doubt

tell us of the great work accomplished in Missouri.

He himself had no small part in securing

the favorable vote of the people—embedding the

Initiative and Referendum in their Constitution.

He will tell you of the powerful work done by

those later "U'Rens", Dr. Wm. P. Hill and Mr.

S. L. Moser, who within the past few weeks saw

to it that their General Assembly put through the

enabling act rendering the Initiative and Refer

endum operative and regulating their operation ;

and, as is always the case, in spite of the opposi

tion of powerful interests. Dr. Hill wrote me

that he had despaired of getting this measure

passed, but that Mr. Moser had managed to pull

it through. The generalship of these two of our

Single Taxers calls for the loudest acclaim from

all of us, and the assurance to them that they will

be supported in their next steps. The ability of

these two men is additionally evidenced in their

defeat of a proposed Constitutional convention.

_the purpose of which was—what the Oregon

friends are also facing—the determination of the

powerful interests to remake a Constitution that

shall be valuable to them for its omission of any

reference to direct legislation. Dr. Hill and Mr.

Moser, learning that the Republican majority had

caucussed in favor of a Constitutional convention,

wrote Gov. Hadley that they accepted the challenge

to a test of strength with the Republican party in

Missouri, and that they were not afraid of the

issue. The Cincinnati Enquirer of Sunday last

carried a brief mention of an interview with Gov

ernor Hadley, in which it would seem the Gover

nor was—so to speak—ready to "eat out of the

people's hands." He said that while he did not

vote for the Initiative and Referendum, now that

the people have adopted it he will personally see to

its complete enforcement.

I feel so elated at the opportunities now pre

sented in Missouri that I am wondering which of

our States and their leaders—Oregon under

U'Ren, Rhode Island under Gov. Garvin, or Mis

souri under Dr. Hill and Mr. Moser—will be the

first to invite the attention of the world to the

Single Tax in operation.

It is because of this situation, and my part in

the Joseph Fels Fund effort, that I have availed

myself of this opportunity to speak to you. I

want to secure from all directions, for the Fels

Fund Commission, the approval of the view they

almost as a unit hold, that the use of the Fels

Fund should be confined to such efforts as offer



522 Twelfth Volume.
The Public

some reasonable hope of practical results. The

Commission believes that this fund should not be

dissipated by being used to aid fantastic propa

ganda schemes, such as are being almost daily

proposed. Indeed, it believes that it should not

be largely used at any place where the movement

has not gotten beyond the progaganda stage.

It believes that the Chicago Public and the Sin

gle Tax Review should receive help because the

movement needs them both. But this does not

mean that it would be wise to help in this way

every publication, no matter how worthy, that may

be advocating our principles. To try to do that

would probably not leave enough for efficient work

in the directions the importance of which T have

tried to show you.

4The Commission is finding it hard to refuse the

appeals that are, as I have said, coming to it for

aid from many sources. Appeals for help in local

propaganda work from places where it must be

many years before the situations in Oregon, Rhode

Island, Missouri, and even Oklahoma can be dupli

cated, should certainly not come to the Fels Fund

Commission.

This does not imply that either the Commission

or its chairman believe that local Single Taxers

in such places should relax their efforts in en

deavoring to convert their neighbors, but they

should not ask for the aid in doing this that prop

erly belongs where it can bring comparatively im-.

mediate concrete results.

The Commission values every encouraging word

along these lines. One received within the past

few days from a New York Single Taxer (to me

personally, unknown) is so forceful in its brief

statement that I quote it to you. The writer says:

"I hope your Commission will conclude to concen

trate rather than diffuse your efforts. What is

wanted is an experiment station where results can

be watched. Oregon or Rhode Island carried for

the cause, and showing good results, will be worth

many newspapers and press bureaus." Similar

expressions are coming from various sources and

localities—all voiced in the simple phrases:

"Don't scatter", "Direct yourselves and your re

sources to the real experiment stations", "We

have passed the propaganda stage"', etc.

While not myself willing to altogether subscribe

to this last thought, I do feel that all who are de

sirous of exerting energy in that direction should

sec the wisdom 'of waiting until the greater oppor

tunities are sufficiently provided for and pushed

forward.

Let the Single Taxers respond to the extent of

their ability to the appeals for the Fels Fund; so

too, every sympathetic heart that longs for a better

order of things. No subscription is too smnll to

be welcomed by the Commission. And a "long

pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether", will

bring the Single Tax into operation in the United

States within a very few yanrs.

OLD TOM HARDER REMARKS

THAT-

A Monologue That Wanders.

For The Public.

"That big buildin' over to the west—the fine

lookin' one? That's the County Infirmary. They

used to call it the poorhouse; but that was some

time ago when paupers was scarce an' the poorest

of us had as good a chance to make a livin'' as the

richest. The poorhouse wasn't so high-toned as

the infirmary, but it was comfortable-like for the

poor fellers that couldn't make a livin' on account

o' sickness an' old age an' lack o' relations to look

after 'em. Them was the only kind o' paupers we

had then. The kind that goes beggin' to Congress

for protection an' subsidies come in later.

"Yes! It's a fact that along in them times

there was so much work to be done in layin' out

farms an' buildin' houses an' fences, an' so much

independent prosperity stalkin' round, that most

of us wouldn't stop to boss the poorhouse an' we

had to send way off east for a boss. We liked to

hustle round an' plant things an' see 'em grow, too

well to coop ourselves up among the paupers. Most

of the sick an' the feeble an' the old was taken care

of by their relatives, but there were a few that

didn't have any, so we put up a little buildin' on

the farm an' sent 'em there to board.

"That other big buildin' over to the east is the

Insane Asylum. That's the best evidence o' pros

perity we've got. When we was young an' busy

putting' in the foundations o' the county, laying

out roads an' makin' farms, we didn't have time

to go crazy, so we had no use for asylums.

"Prosperity wasn't so big an' strenuous then

an' didn't make half so much noise as it does now.

The percentage o' taxes for charitable things was

a good deal less strenuous too. Land was cheap,

an' everybody had enough to eat an' wear an' a

place to sleep. Nobody had to chase around look-

in' for a chance to work. If nobody wanted to hire

us, we went out an' made a livin' raisin' corn an'

wheat an' hogs. When we needed help we swapped

work with our neighbors. Everybody worked, an'

I don't remember anybody goin' around the coun

try tryin' to make a livin' lecturin' about elevatiu

the lower classes. We didn't have any lower

classes. The richest man in the county worked

right beside his hired man, an' the hired man

didn't look up to him an' he didn't look down on

the hired man. They jest naterally moseyed along

to see which of 'em could do the best job, an' the

feller that beat crowed over the other one.

"We didn't lock the doors o' nights then.

Everybody was so busy workin' they didn't have

time to steal. Yes ! It's a fact that workin' in

them times was more profitable than stealin'.

"I remember the first man that found out that

he could make a livin' without workin'. His
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grandson is over there in the asylum now. He

thinks he is a billionaire, an' goes round signin'

checks for millions every minnit he's awake.

"Yes! His grandad found out how he could

live without workin', but he didn't do it on pur

pose. It was accidental. He started out in life

with a habit o' workin' that he got from his fath

er. He had no notion o' gittin' rich, but being'

naterally savin' he bought some land, an' keepin'

up his savin' habits bought some more land. He

taught his children to work, an' everything was

right an' square till the railroad came along an'

put a station on his land. Then the trouble began.

He put the biggest part of his farm into town lots

an' sold them to people that wanted to come there

an' live. He quit workin' an' went to livin' off the

money he got by sellin' other folks a chance to

work. He tried to keep his boys in the notion o'

workin', but they knew that he had plenty o'

money so they had no need to work, an' they jest

naterally hounded the old man to death a pesterin'

him for money to buy fine clothes an' fast horses

an' worse things; an' when he died an' went to his

long rest the boys made short work o' the old man's

savin's. They turned up their noses at the work,

an' looked down on the folks that had to work.

They made short work o' the property, havin'

plenty o' help to spend it ; an' it wasn't but a few

years till they was all dead but one, an' we had to

build an ironclad addition to the poorhouse to put

him in.

"After this the speculatin' in land an' in other

things spread so fast that we had to put an extra

tax all over the county to build a new poorhouse,

an' that special asylum to put the folks in that

tried to live without work an' wasn't smart enough

to find out the way to do it. Yes ! That's a sort

of imposin' lookin' place as it stands, but the in

side of it—the less said about it the better.

"The higher the price of the land went the more

paupers we got, an' the more our people got to

dislike work, an' to look down on them that had to

work, an' the bigger the appropriations for the

poor fund an' the insane asylum got. Maybe

there's some connection between the two things.

Maybe that when the same land has to support two

sets o' people, with one of the sets doin' no work,

that it tends to make hard times, an' discouraged

workin' men, an' asylums. You can figure that

out later.

"I might remark in passin' that our praisin' in

dustry, an' braggin' on the man that tackles work

as if he loves it, an' then turnin' up our noses at

the feller that gits dirt on his clothes tryin' to

do some useful work, is not consistent. It's Chris

tianity is terribly diluted. They did it better in

slavery times when they made no bones about say-

in' that work wasn't made for the smart white

man that had the grit to stand over the workin'-

men with the whip an' see that they put in full

time an' didn't git too much wagee. We've got a

big job, to git the people to look into the heart o'

things an' find out what real righteousness leads to.

Tomkins has some real good impulses an' lots o'

sympathy for people that's poor, but he says to

me—in a serious way, too,—'If all the people was

well off an' there wasn't any poor people, who'd

we git to do the work?'

"1 told him to look up the law that Nature had

published, sayin' that some men should work an'

others should be exempt from work. If he couldn't

find that law the conclusion must be that all men

ought to work, an' that the man who was exempt

was violatin' Nature's law. If all men was well

off an' independent, the only way we could git the

work done would be for every feller to pitch in

an' do some of it ; an' when he found somethin' he

couldn't do alone, swap work with his neighbor.

The final result would be that we would be swap-

pin' work for work in a kind of a square deal all

round, so that each one would git about what was

comin' to him. Nobody that hadn't a twist in his

mind would kick at such a condition o' things.

"Yes! The swappin' work is goin' on now, but

there's so much swappin' of chances to work for

real work that the worker gits behind in his rent

an' grocery bill most o' the time. Things is fixed

so that we can't do business without gittin' into

this kind of a swappin' game. Ye buy a farm, an'

some railroad comes along, an' folks want to build

a town on your farm, an' first thing you know ye

git enormously wealthy swappin' chances to work,

for work an' the results of work. Folks remark

what a long head you've got on you, an' how smart

your wife an' daughters are, an' you git stuck on

yourself before you know it. You buy a coat of

arms, an' go to Yurrup to play with Monty Carlo

an' the rest o' the titled gamblers. Same thing

happens on the Board o' Trade, the Stock Ex

change an' other places where gamblin' is legalized.

"Puts money in circulation, you say? promotes

business? Yes ! It does, an' the promoter gits the

most o' the profits, an' the real question drops out

o' sight. You paid money for the fine clothes an'

the fine other things, but how'd ye git your

money? Did you give equivalent service for it?

If not, yoir're in debt to the rest of us, an' not

square with the world.

"No, I never could imagine the Master as en-

gagin' in sellin' town lots or buyin' July wheat.

The Christ that we read about, wouldn't hold the

title deeds to a million dollars' worth of land, an'

say to the hungry people, 'That's my land. I can't

\ise it myself. If you will give me half of every

thing you raise on it, you may live on it an' try to

git an' honest livin'. Be industrious, an' you'll

1)0 prosperous.'

"No! I can't imagine anything like that, au'

Ma says she can't either."

GEORGE V. WELLS.
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THE CALF PATH.

One day through the primeval wood

A calf walked home, as good calves should;

But left a trail all bent askew,

A crooked trail, as all calves do.

Since then, three hundred years have fled,

And, I infer, the calf is dead.

But still he left behind this trail,

And thereby hangs my moral tale.

The trail was taken up next day

By a lone dog that passed that way;

And then a wise bell-wether sheep

Pursued the trail o'er vale and steep,

And drew the flock behind him, too,

As good bell-wethers always do.

So from that day, o'er hill and glade,

Through those old woods a path was made,

And many men wound In and out,

And bent and turned and dodged about,

And uttered words of righteous wrath,

Because 'twas such a crooked path;

But still they followed—do not laugh—

The first migrations of that calf,

And through this winding woodway stalked

Because he wabbled when he walked.

This forest path became a lane,

That bent and turned and turned again;

This crooked lane became a road,

Where many a foor horse, with his load,

Toiled on beneath the burning sun,

And traveled some three miles is one.

And thus a century and a half

They trod the footsteps of that calf.

The years passed on with swiftness fleet,

The road became a village street,

And this, before men were aware,

A city's crowded thoroughfare.

And soon the central street was this

Of a renowned metropolis.

And men two centuries and a half

Trod in the footsteps of that calf.

Each day a hundred thousand rout

Followed the zigzag calf about;

And o'er his crooked journey went

The traffic of a continent.

A hundred thousand men were led

By one calf near three centuries dead.

They followed still his crooked way,

And lost one hundred years a day;

For thus such reverence is lent

To well-established precedent.

A moral lesson this might teach,

Were I ordained and called to preach.

For men are prone to go it blind

Along the calf-paths of the mind,

And toil away from sun to sun

To do what other men have done.

They follow In the beaten track,

And out and in, and forth and back,

And still their devious course pursue

To keep the path that others do.

But how the wise old wood-gods laugh,

Who saw the first primeval calf!

Ah! many things this tale might teach:—

But I am not ordained to preach.

—Sam Walter Foss.

BOOKS

AVERY'S HISTORY.

A History of the United States and Its People. From

their earliest Records to the Present Time. By El-

roy McKendree Avery. In Fifteen Volumes. Vol

ume IV. Published by The Burrows Brother*

Company, Cleveland, Ohio. 1908. Octavo. Heavy

Paper. Size, 6% by 9% inches, 397 pages. Pro

fusely illustrated with contemporaneous maps,

views, documents and portraits. Prices: Cloth or

buckram, $6.25 per volume; % levant, $12.50; full

levant, $1.50.

In what he originally described as "an attempt

to tell the story of the men and measures that have

made the United States what it is" (vol. viii, p.

110), in such manner as to invite and secure gen

eral reading of an accurate record (vol. ix, p. 140),

Dr. Avery has now completed his literary journey

through the romantic period of American discov

ery and across the area of confused Colonial facts,

and come out upon that highway of our national

career as a democratic Republic toward which all

the multifarious courses of his previous volumes

purposely converged.

The present volume begins in 1745, with the

Colonial events immediately preceding and follow

ing the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, which ended the

War of the Austrian Succession and restored to

France important conquests that the British colo

nists had made in America. It was not long be

fore this international "breathing spell" came to

an end in the outbreak of the Seven Tears' War,

which had been going on in a state of nominal

peace for two years but developed into formal hos

tilities in 1750. This war, known in the Colonies

as the French and Indian War. decided the mas

tery of the North American continent in favor of

Great Britain, and prepared the way for the War

for American Independence.

The story of its progress and triumphant con

clusion in the Colonies, occupies the greater part of

the volume and is alive with interest for Ameri

can readers. For here the author presents, in a

rapid succession of moving pictures, the personali

ties and the exploits, not only of the British and

French celebrities whose careers ended with the
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peace of Paris, but also those of British and Colo

nial participants whose fame flowered in the en

suing Revolution. Among them are Braddock,

who fell on his way to Pittsburgh; William Pitt

of the British Commons ; Morgan and Mercer and

Gates, and also Gage; Montcalm, who fell as he

lost Quebec, and Wolfe who fell with its capture;

Benjamin Franklin with his plan adopted by the

Albany convention of 1754 for a union of th«

Colonies, which was rejected by the Colonies as too

monarchial, and by Parliament as too democratic ;

and also, of course, the youthful Virginian who

survived the ill-fated Braddock expedition to dedi

cate his military genius to Colonial independence

and stamp his memory indelibly with the fame of

the father of a new nation.

The ensuing Cherokee and Pontiac wars are in

cluded in this volume, which brings virtually to a

close the story of our country as a loyal appanage

of the British crown, and rounds out the historical

developments from which the new nation was soon

to spring.

+ * *

"HASHIMURA TOGO."

Letters of a Japanese Schoolboy. By Wallace Irwin,

author of "The Love Sonnets of a Hoodlum,"

"Shame of the Colleges," "Nautical Lays of a

Landsman," etc. Illustrated by Rollln Klrby. Pub

lished by Doubleday, Page & Company, New York.

Price, $1.50.

These might almost be called the letters that

made Collier's famous (vol. xi, p. 269) ; for while

Collier's is famous for many other things, from

vigorous and complete exposures of patent med

icine grafting throughout the United States to

curiously incomplete exposures of big business

grafting in Chicago, the Togo letters have prob

ably been the only feature to make it attractive to

all its readers, regardless of place, time, race,

social status, and condition of servitude or

financial cinch. Mr. Irwin has imported a

new character into the humorous literature of the

United States. What Lowell did with the New

England Yankee and Dunne with the American

ized Irishman, Irwin does with the Jap in process

of Americanization. For instance :

"I am entirely flabbed. So I go to Carnegie

Library of them Colledge to see by quiet look how

many of them student was improving inside of

skulls by books. And there what see? Three

Japanese students setting in bench for lonesome

company. One of them was studying 'Antique

War Map of Battle of Marathon,' other was taking

light chew from 'Co-tangent Theory about Cir

cular Orbits,' and other one was trying to trans

late works of James Whitcome Bilcy into Jap

anese. I sneak silently out with mollycoddle feel

ings of instep."

For American education along sociological lines,

here is an example :

'"Faith, Hope'& Charity is celebrated triplets

for sculptors to make,' I allude. . . . Hon.

Oscar Casey, dough baker for wages, suddenly

become unemployed by no job. He would be de

lighted to make bread somewhere, but he is not

required there, thank you. So he soonly begin

enjoying hunger & faint symptoms of esophagus.

He make street-walk to see what. In midst of

promenading he observe one intensely beautiful

sky-scrape palace with sign on it, 'Organized Mag

nate Charity Co.' 'Oh, ha!' say Hon. Casey for

blissful ankles. 'I will apply myself to this chari

table place and require some of it.' In Italian

marble hallway Elevator Man meet him to en

quire, 'Name, if convenient!' 'I am name Oscar

Casey, formerly skillful at dough-baking.' 'This

is very wrong doorway for bakers,' collapse Ele

vator Man. 'Apply to trademan entrance.' So

down to trademan entrance this Hon. Casey go,

where he is collided by Hon. Janitor. 'What suf

fering from?' declaim this Hon. Janitor. 'I am

enjoying hunger,' signify this Hon. Casey. 'What

degree of hunger?' he inquire to know. 'Thirty-

third degree, please,' pacify Casey who is sure of

it. 'Have you one Doctor's Certificate to prove

such a conditional appetite?' decry Hon. Janitor.

'I have neglected to get!' profess this Casey.

'Then go get!' say Janitor. 'Come back next

Wednesday noon with doctoring Certificate to

prove you are habitually hungry; also deliver ref

erences from 3 clubs and 2 banks to prove that

you are financially responsible.' Saying so this

Janitor make slam-door. Hon. Casey exist, maybe,

on Faith & Hope, waiting for Charity to arrive

by Wednesday noon."

BOOKS RECEIVED

—An Anarchist Woman. By Hutchins Hapgood.

Published by Duffleld & Co., New York. 1909. Price,

$1.25 net.

—Misery and Its Causes. By Edward T. Devlne.

Published by the Macmlllan Co., New York. 1909.

Price, $1.25 net.

—Human Nature in Selling Goods. By James H.

Collins. Published by the Henry Altemus Co., Phila

delphia, 1909. Price, 50 cents.

—Racial Contrasts, Distinguishing Traits of the

Graeco-Latins and Teutons. By Albert Gehrlng. Pub

lished by G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and Lon

don. 1908.

PAMPHLETS

Thomas Jefferson.

What the pen of Thomas Jefferson did, and also

what it attempted in vain to do, in the formation of

the Constitution, is told in this pamphlet by Sterling

E. Edmunds. (Price 5 cents: The Public, Ellsworth
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Building, Chicago, with the precision of an indus

trious investigator and the simple eloquence of gen

uine oratory. Concise as the pamphlet is, it is so full

of material that it should be in every Democratic

speaker's vest pocket.

Henry George and the British Labor Party.

The Independent Labor party (23 Bride Lane,

Fleet Street, London, B. C), publish in their collec

tion of penny pamphlets, a good condensation by

George N. Barnes, M. P., of the life of Henry George,

of whom Mr. Barnes says in his conclusion, what

every thoughtful believer in George's teachings will

echo: "Whether freedom will come by his methods or

by those of others is a matter which does not con

cern me here; but of the man it can with confidence

be said that he fought bravely for the truth as he

saw it, and, better still, that he loved his kind and

served them with all his might."

Labor Injunctions.

The prize papers of the Woman's Trade Union

League of Chicago (275 La Salle St.) make a unique

collection of working women's thought on the Gom-

pers-MItchell-Morrison injunction case. The contest

ants are book-binders, stenographers, necktie makers,

glove makers, waitresses and hat makers; and their

papers go far toward confirming an impression that

the rank and file of labor organizations, women as

well as men, have a keener and more intelligent ap

preciation of the essentials of American citizenship

than business organizations usually exhibit. These

papers compare most favorably in that respect with

the speeches on the same subject at the recent con

ference of the National Manufacturers' Associa

tion.

Church Usefulness.

Herbert Bigelow's sermon on "The Mission of a

Liberal Church" (price 5 cents: The Public, Ells

worth Building, Chicago), which was delivered in

the Vine Street Church of Cincinnati and originally

published in the St. Louis Mirror, from which it was

reprinted in The Public (p. 422), is characteristically

eloquent and impressive. And there is nothing mys

tical about it. "All we need do," says the preacher,

"is to take orthodox Christianity at its word;" for

"there is enough truth there, if it were really taken

seriously, to save the world." Could the greatest

truth of religious life be better stated than in these

concluding words of the sermon: "We are saved in

dividually when we want justice for others; we are

saved socially when we know how to get it"?

"Correct Thinking."

Parker H. Sercombe's revolutionary pamphlet on

"Correct Thinking" (Tomorrow Publishing Co., 139

East 56th street, Chicago, 25 cents), might have a

better chance to command the attention of the

"thinkers, teachers, judges, and statesmen" to whom

it is addressed, if it were less revolutionary in form

of presentation. Its "scrappy" style, however well

adapted it might be for picturesque characteriza

tion of things already generally understood, is not so

well adapted for promoting a scheme of intellectual

revolt from prevailing customs. Correct thinking can

not really be quite so alien, one might suppose, to

orderly formulation and lucid expression of thought.

The stated object of the pamphlet is "to arouse hon

est educators, thinkers and philanthropists to the

need of immediately organizing an institution of

learning based upon modern world knowledge, where

in the unfolding mind of childhood may be early

Our Five Cent Books.

The Single Tax—What It Is, and What It Will Accomplish By Judson Greneil

A 1909 Single Tax Catechism ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ By C, B, Fillebrown.

Direct Legislation—The Initiative and Referendum ^ By John Z. White.

Smaller Profits, Reduced Salaries and Lower Wages—The
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brought into contact with those forces which mould

character to habits of Industry, alertness and democ

racy, make for good citizenship, enshrine the spirit

of human brotherhood, and point the way to solving

the contention between labor and capital."

"We hope," said the spokesman of the committee,

"to enlist your support in favor of a clean stage."

"You have it," responded the theatrical manager

heartily. "Why, almost every one of my plays opens

with a girl dusting everything in sight."

phia Ledger.

-Philadel-

* * +

A little girl of seven, with sunny eyes and yellow

.hair, stood by at that moment, and for love of the

child's happy face the Bishop touched her head and

said, "God bless you, my sweet child."

The little one lifted her innocent eyes to his eyes,

and answered with a courtesy, "And God bless you,

too, sir."

"Thank you, child, thank you," said the Bishop.

Ernest Crosby's Last Book

Labor and Neighbor, Ernest Crosby's post

humous economic message, which ap

peared serially in The Public last winter,

is to be had in book form, simple but

readable, bound in stiff drab paper with

portrait of the author. <][ The book has

been put out plainly, and it is sold as

close to the margin of cost as the pub

lishers dare to carry it—that every one

who finds Crosby's message in these pages

may be able to make it his own message

to every other man of whom he believes

that he has ears to hear. <J We send,

without charge for postage, one book for

twenty-five cents; and for a dollar, six

books; and for three dollars, twenty

books. H The subjects of the chapters

run as follows:

I. The Labor Question.

II. The Plea of a Laborer.

III. Injustice and Evolution.

IV. A Diagnosis of Present Conditions.

V. The Fruits of Monopoly.

VI. Plutocracy.

VII. The Church and the Labor Question.

VIII. Remedies; Regulation and Trade Unionism.

IX. " Restriction of Immigration.

X. " Communism and Socialism.

XI. " Justice, Freedom and Co-operation.

THE PUBLIC, Book Depf. Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago
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consequences, and without regard to any consideration!

of personal or business advantage. Yet It makes n«
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reputation for intelligence and.honesty in both.

Besides Its editorial and news features, the paper con.

tains a department entitled Related Things, In which

appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,

verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary

merit and their wholesome human Interest In relation

to the progress of democracy.
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"I do not doubt that your blessing will be as good

as mine."—"The Deemster: A Tale of the Isle of

Man," by Hall Calne.

A firm of shady outside London brokers was prose

cuted for swindling. In acquitting them, the court,

with great severity said, "There is not sufficient evi

dence to convict you, but if any one wishes to know

my opinion of you I hope that they will refer to me."

Next day the firm's advertisement appeared in every

available medium with the following, well displayed,

"Reference as to probity, by special permission, the

Lord Chief Justice of England."—Everybody's Maga

zine.

+ + +

Flaherty (to Hogan sitting in the current flowing

over a milldam, at the close of St Patrick's Day) :

"Thot'8 a dam foony place to be takin' yer alse, Ho

gan, Aren't yez cowld?"

"Oi t'ink Oi am, but Oi'm not. Oi've become a

Christian Scientist."

"But wuddent yez be more coomfortable on the

bank?"

"That'8 the divil uv It, Flaherty; Oi'd t'ink OI wuz,

but 01 wuddent be."—Life.

HAVE YOU TRIED THIS CLUB OFFER

WITH "LABOR AND NEIGHBOR"?

We make, until further notice, the following offers:

First—We will mail, FREE, to any address desired, one copy of " Labor and Neighbor " by

Ernest Crosby, for every new subscription to The Public, accompanied with one dollar, subscrip

tion to begin with the first issue of the current month.

Second—We will mail FREE a copy of the same book to any one sending in a club of three

new subscriptions for $2.00, the subscriptions to begin with the first issue of the current month.

Third—To those who renew in a club of three for $2.00 before notice of expiration has

been mailed by us, we will mail the same book FREE, the new subscriptions to begin as above.

In any case be sure to give full address to which book is to be sent.

For description of "Labor and Neighbor" see previous page.

NEGRO PROBLEM

Following' the Color Line, An account of

Negro* Citizenship in the American Democracy. A com

plete survey of the Negro Race in America, by Ray Stan-

nard Baker.^24 illus. from photographs. $2.00 net, postpaid.

Special Bargain Lists Free. H. H. TIMBY, Conncaut, Ohio

Genuine Stereoscopic Photographs ol Trivel,Eveots and Life

Catalog and Sample Views 25c. Enlargements from your own or

our negatives. AQENTS WANTED.

BERRY. KELLEY & CHADWICK, 579 N. Clark St.. ChicaKo,U.S.A.

Real Estate For Sale and Exchange

EDWARD POLAK

4030 Third Ave. Now York City

Ernest Crosby's

Life of Garrison

Garrison, the Non-Resistant, with its record of

a little known phase of William Lloyd

Garrison's life, and its remarkable non-

resistant analysis of the Civil War situa

tion, we carry in the original blue cloth

edition, with portrait, at fifty cents.

•I We carry also a twenty-five cent edi

tion, lacking the portrait, bound in a

heavy, durable drab paper. There is no

charge for postage on either edition.
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Land Values Taxation

IN

GREAT BRITAIN

Complete Set (over 30)

Pamphlets on the

Question.

60 Cents, Post Free
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