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By an unfortunate oversight the
paging of last week’s issue of The
Public duplicated the paging of the
week before. This makes no practic-
al difference, except to subscribers
who keep files of the paper;and we
will furnish without chargea correct-
ed copy to any such subscriber, upon
request made within two weeks.

So much deference has been paid by
statesmen and journalists both here
and in England to the political opin-
jons of “the man in the street,” that
it is refreshing to see Lloyd-George,
the able and conspicuous Radical-
Liberal member of parliament, un-
ceremoniously throw him overboard.
In a speech at Newcastle last month
Mr. Lloyd-George described this in-
fallible political deity known as “the
1nan in the street,” as “the man who
gives neither time nor serious
‘thought to politics.”

Those shallow minded employers
-of labor who have been assiduously
sowing the wind of fake prosperity,
.are now reaping a whirlwind of labor
strikes. There has in reality been no
great prosperity for employers in com-
petitive lines. Though they have
done a livelier business, they have
not been getting a much greater ag-
gregate of profit. The extra profit
has been going to employers who have
some kind of monopoly. Conse-
-quently, when workingmen, inspired
by the constant cry of “extraordinary
prosperity,” demand a share of this
prosperity in the form of higher wages
orshorter hours or both, employers in
-competitive businesses find them-

selves not only unwilling but unable
to concede these demands. It is an
awkward position to be in, but some
of them are beginning frankly to ad-
mit that this so-called prosperity is
a hollow sham; that it means for
them, as it means for most working-
men, more work and less pay in the
face of higher living expenses.

The Department of Agriculture is

furnishing more census statisties for
the use of prosperity editors. Ac-
cording to one of its estimates, as
stated by the Chicago Daily News of
the 18th—
the amount of human labor required
to produce a bushel of wheat from be-
ginning to end is on an average only
ten minutes, whereas in 1830 the time
was more than three hours.
How pleasant it would be if some of
these experts would now figure out
an explanation of where all that ad-
vantage in wheat production has
gone to. Here we find that a given
expenditure of human labor will now
produce 18 times as much wheat as
the same expenditure would ' have
produced seventy-odd yearsago. But
what becomes of it? Working farm-
ers are not 18 times as well off.
Farm hands do not get 18 times their
old wages. Middlemen do not get
18 times as much for handling.
Millers do not get 18 times as much
for grinding, nor bakers for baking.
What becomes, then, of all this differ-
ence between the productive power
of labor in producing wheat in 1830
and now? It is an advantage which
somebody gets, if the Department
estimate is correct; but who is that
Somebody?

Organized workingmen were sen-
sibly warned last Sunday by the Hon.
Clarence S. Darrow, who represented
the coal miners last winter. In a
speech before the Henry George as-
sociation of Chicago, he pointed out

the dangers that threaten trades
unionism in these days of multiply-
ing membership and multitudinous
strikes. This danger consists in the
disposition of labor unionists to hold
trades unionism down to mere busi-
ness levels, regardless of political,
economic and ethical questions. The
essence of the lecture, which is re-
ported to have been of exceptional
merit, is phrased as follows by one
of the news reports:

Any permanent advance in the condi-
tion of the workingman must come
from two causes. First, a creation of
natural conditions that will cause in-
creased production; second, a natural
condition that will cause a more
equitable distribution of wealth.
These are indeed the conditions of
permanent improvement for what is
called the labor clasg. They are, more-
over, the conditions of all wholesome
advance. Labor can make no perma-
nent advance by means of strikes
against employers and treaties with
them, so long as production is held
in check and distribution is unbal-
anced. Until trade unions give at
least as much consideration to the
economic conditions that divert
wealth from its producers as to the
possibilities of hectoring employers,
workingmen will remain poor men.

Not often isa primary.fornominat-
ing a party candidate for a seat ina
State legislature, of national import-
ance or interest. There was, however,
an exception to the rule last week in
Ohio. What makes this exception
important is the fact that it marks
the first pronounced victory, outside
of Cuyahoga county, for the novel
methods with which Tom L. John-
gon, the new Democratic leader of
Ohio, is renovating and strengthen-
ing his party.

The novelty here referred to does
not consist in the use of a tent and



114

The Public

Sixth Year

an automobile, as sensational re-
porters and light-headed editors
would have it, but in holding party
candidates strictly to their responsi-
bilities to the rank and file of the
party. Last Fall eight Democratic
members of the legislature, all
pledged against corporation rings,
joined the Hanna and the Foraker
members in voting for a corrupt bill
which saddled a 50-year street car
franchise upon the people of Cin-
cinnati. Johnson notified them all
that he would exert his influence
with their constituents to prevent
their reelection. This gave them
little concern at the time. With the
support of the railroads, of the Re-
publican bosses, and of the little
bosses of their own party at home,
they felt secure. But by direct and
open appeals to the coastituents of
these Democratic “black sheep,”
Johnson has driven them all out of
public life.

The onlyreal fight he had to make
was against Willjam H. Earhart, of
Richland county. Earhart was defi-
ant. So were all the local Democrat-
ic leaders. When Johnson had
the situation looked over, there
ceemed no possibility of secur-
ing the nomination of C. K.
Hershey, who had entered the
lists against Earhart almost without
local political backing. Then John-
son scattered literature over the
county, and from the 20th to the
23d, both dates inclusive, he made a
rushing automobile campaign, speak-
ing in every town, village and ham-
let. He spoke wherever he could get
an audience, and that was every-
where.

To make a contest for a party nom-
ination i3, of course, not a novelty in
politics. But it is a novelty for the
State leader to do this openly, and
to do it for the express purpose of
purifying his party and with the
avowed intention of campaigning for
the candidate of the opposite party
should his own party insist upon nom-
inating & man whose only offense—
usually considered venial in politics

and not infrequently applauded—
consists in a record of offieial treach-
ery to public interests.

The spirit of Mayor Johnson’s
campaign against Earhart may be
seen from this interview with him,
published in the Cleveland Plain

Dealer:

I informed Earhart immediately
after he voted for the Cincinnati cur-
ative act that I would fight him to
the last ditch, and I am going to do
it whether i am beaten in the at-
tempt or not.. I will go into Rich-
land county prepared to meet hisses
or any other kind of treatment. If
I am hissed I will be there when the
hissing is over. I believe the defeat
of Farhart to be a matter of vital
importance to Democratic principles.
A traitor should find no place in the
Democratic party of this State. If
Earhart did not intend to stand upon
the principles of the party he should
have told the people so before they
elected him. If I knew that the vote
of one legislator at the next general
assembly would decide the senatorial
election and send Mr, Hanna back to
the Senate I would work just as vig-
orously for the defeat of Earhart,
for the reason that I believe his de-
feat under the circumstances is of
more importance to the people of
Ohio than the e¢lection of a United
States senator. If Earhart should be
nominated I will continue the fight
against him up until the day of elec-
tion. I will go into Richland county
with the tent and work with all my
might for his defeat.

At all his meetings, says the Plain
Dealer,—

Mayor Johnson prefaced his address
by inviting anyone who wished to
speak or ask questione to divide time
with him on the platform.

And in answer to the complaint that
in campaigning outsidé of hisown
county he was violating his principle
of home rule, he was accustomed to
say, in varying terms but without
change in substance:

The principal charge made by some
is that I'm violating the principle of
home rule in coming here. I believe
I’'m not. I stand for home rule. If I
advocated the. election of a county offi-
cer whose jurisdiction was confined
to county lines I might be open to
criticism, but I’m here to give reasons
why a legislative candidate. should not
be elected. The legislature is a State
office, in. which the legislators pass
laws for Cuyahoga county as well as
for Richland. The situation is not so
secret or so sacred that it should not
be open to the people to hear about it.

If a Richland county man were to come
to Cleveland with any valuable in~-
formation against one of our candi-
dates he would be accorded a respect-
ful hearing. Wewant to know who the
crooks are in Cleveland. I would no§
treat Earhart badly if I had the op-
portunity, but I want to criticise his
public acts and not dictate or request
anything.

In the best of senses this was not
a partisan campaign. So farasJohn-
son spoke in behalf of success for the
party he appealed to the people to
make it successful by making it
worthy of success. On that point we
find such quotations fromr his
spe‘eches as these:

The Democratic party will remain
the minority party in the State as long
as a handful of boodlers are permitted
to parcel out second terms to such men
as Earhart. It is worth much to the
Democrati¢ party to punish one who
has betrayed his trust.

I charge Earhart with voting for un-
just. corporation privileges, against
two platforms and a caucus of his
party.

I’'m not for every man that marks
himself a Democrat. I'm mot with ev-
ery local or national leader. The mis-
sion of the Democratic party is to ad-
vocate principles that will bring vie-
tory to liberty-loving people of all par-
ties.

When a handful of men distribute
the local offices, when Democracy
sinks to that level, it doesn’t. deserve
success, and I hope it won't get it.

The steamn roads don’t pay one-third
as much taxes as you men who pay
rent. You are taxpayers three times
as much as the steam roads. I preach
a Democracy of equality, justice, home
rule, and equal taxation, and am not
for legislators who ride to Columbus
on passes and when there remember
the passes and forget their constitu-
ents. When the principles of equality.
justice and home rule bring success
to your party you bring success to
Democrats and Republicans as well.

It is impossible to give more than
a faint picture of the dashing work
Johnson did in this house-cleaning
campaign. The Cleveland Plain
Dealer’s correspondent described it
from Mansfield on the 23d as fol-
lows:

When the mayor and his automobile
came down into Richland county last
Wednesday, against the will of the
Democratic leaders, things began to
happen rapidly. Such swift cam-
paigning has never been seen in this
county before, and the “automobile
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in politics” when a man like Johnson
is steering it, has shown itself to be
a power. The original plan was to
hold about a dozen meetings in the
county, but once he had entered into
the work, he carried it forward with
cyclone rapidity, speaking not only
in Mansfield, in the opera house and
in the union depot, at Shelby and
other towns throughout the county,
but in front of village stores
wherever even a few people were
gathered to hear what he had to say.
Jobnson’s circulars were sowa broad-
cast over the county, and when he
came to the villages news of his mis-
‘sionhad preceded him. His workersdid
double duty during the campaign and
when the mayor left Mansfield at 4
o'clock this morning in his auto, ac-
companied by Salen and Charlie Gong-
wer, for a final round up of the county,
he soon found affairs so satisfactory
to him that he steered his course for
Cleveland.

Nor was he disappointed. Although
Earhart and the other local leaders,
who had refused to come out into
the open but had made an industri-
ous “gum shoe” campaign—although
they were confident of victory until
after the primary polls had closed,
they were defeated by a malority of
245. Even the boss-ridden town of
Mansfield was lost to them by a ma-
jority of 10 for Hershey.

Commenting upon this result, the
Plain Dealer’s correspondent in his
Mansfield dispatch of the 23d, said:

It is a great victory for Johnson.
He has made good his promise to de-
feat Earhart for the nomination be-
cause Earhart voted for the curative
act. When he was here at the tent
meeting last fall he announced what
he intended to do, and the results
to-night show that he has made
good. Mr. Hershey’s strength will be
with the labor people.

Mavor Johnson’s own estimate of
the victory appeared in an interview
as follows in the Plain Dealer of the
24th:

The result in Richland county is
certainly a stern warning to office-
holders who hold what they can get
out of their offices higher than the
principles of the Democratic party.
In the future I believe that any hand-
ful of officeholders who want to over-
ride the principlés of the party will
stop to think. The defeat of Ear-
hart, of course, means the utter an-
pihilation of the eight “black sheep.”
Earhart has been beaten, “Bill” Gear
is absolutely out of the race in Wy-
andot county, and the other six have

not dared to show their.faces. But
the result is of more far reaching
importance than the mere defeat of
Earhart and the other black sheep.
It will have a most salutary effect
over the entire State. It will give the
Democratic party a chance from now
on to move forward and accomplish
results., A note of warning has been
sounded to the effect that treason to
democratic principle in the Demo-
cratic party in Ohio will not be tol-
erated by Democratic voters.
Another thing has been conclu-
sively demonstrated by the result,
and that is that some of the old lead-
ers of the party in the State have
got to take a back seat. Earhart
himself may not have been a bad sort
of a fellow, but the men that he was

‘training with had to be taught a les-

son. I look for great results because
of the action of the Democrats of
Richland county.

Leadership like this which Johnson
has brought to the Democratic party
in Ohio, will soon redeem that State
from the domination of plutocracy
in both parties. In putting party
principle high in authority, and party
politicians with their gum shoes and
whisperings out of power, he is ren-
dering an inestimable public serv-
ice.

President Roosevelt has the news-
paper credit of having got the best
of Senator Hanna in the Republican
squabble in Ohio; but his advantage
is not quite distinguishable to the
naked eye. Senator Hanna disputed
with Senator Foraker the advisability
of endorsing Roosevelt’s candidacy
at the coming Republican State con-
vention. Mr. Foraker wished to
make the endorsement; Mr. Hanna
opposed it. The latter gave as his
reason, not that he was unfriendly to
Roosevelt—“not by no manner of
means,”—but that it was too early to
select a Republican candidate for the
presidency, to be voted for 18
months hence. Mr. Hanna doubtless
felt the force of the Wall street sen-~
timent against Roosevelt’s antics.

When it began to look as if Mr.
Hanna might win in this contest, Mr.
Roosevelt himself took a hand in the
Ohio fight. He first gave out this
significant newspaper interview: “I
have not asked any man for his sup-
port. I have had nothing whatever

to do with raising the issue as to my
indorsement. Sooner or later it was
bound to arise, and inasmuch as it has
arisen, of course, those who favor my
administration and nomination will
indorse them and those who do not
will oppose them.” That was plain
enough talk. Those who stood with
Hanna were to be Roosevelt’s ene-
mies; those who stood with Foraker
were to be Roosevelt’s friends. ‘But
lest this electric hint might not ef-
fect its purpose, Mr. Roosevelt tele-
graphed to Mr. Hanna himself, “in-
timating,” says Mr. Hanna, “his de-
sire to have the endorsement of the
Ohio Republican State convention of
his administration and candidacy.”
Mr. Hanna thereupon withdrew his
opposition, and the papers say he
“had to lie down.”

But did Hanna “have tolie down”?
On the contrary, may he not have
scored a point? Suppose it should
seem desirable next year, for party
reasons, to advocate the nomination
of another man than Roosevelt, of
what use to Roosevelt would be this
premature endorsement, given per-
functorily at his own personal and
pressing request? Neither Hanna nor
his party in Ohio could be held in line
by so slender a thread if they had rea-
sons for getting out of line.

The Nebraska (Lincoln) Independ-
ent assumes responsibility for the
following astonishing explanation of
the manner in which the expenses of
President Roosevelt’s vacation tour
are met:

A quarrel having resulted among
railroad officials out in San Francisco,
one of them, while in angry mood,
told some things that will enlighten
the said farmer and many others as to
who pays the expenses. This railroad
man, Mr. Kruttschnitt, of the South-
ern Pacific, having for that road re-
fused to contribute anything toward
the local expenses of entertaining the
President, put up as an' excuse that
the Presidential train was being
hauled free, as well as the junketing
train of the local politicians who go
out to meet the Presidential party,
and that the company bhauled the
trains containing the militia compa-
nies free also, and further that the
road would not contribute. Mr. Wat-
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kins, who had the entertainment of
the President in charge, sald that he
replied to Mr. Kruttschnitt “that, as
the President is the representative of
a client of the Southern Pacific which
pays to that corporation between $2,-
000,000 and $3,000,000 annually for haul-
ing troops, freight and mail, a free
ride to such a customer was not an
extraordinary courtesy.”

So the railroads are giving Mr. Roose-
velt a free junket, because, as Presi-
dent of the United States, he is the
representative of a good customer.
In other words, this junket is in the
nature of commissions. Isn’tthispo-
sition somewhat humiliating for a
President on a campaign tour for re-
election? Or is Mr. Roosevelt proof

against humiliation?

Mayor Harrison’s message to the
Chicago aldermen on the traction
question is an able and reassuring
document. It is not over-modest, to
be sure, in the claims it makes for
Mr. Harrison and his tactics; as, for
instance, when it asserts that the
“public policy” referendum law
would not have found its way to the
statute books of Illinois, “had the
tactics of handling the traction
question been other than those em-
ployed.” The “public policy” refer-
endum law had no connection what-
ever, in its origin, with the traction
question. It was drafted by Allen
Ripley Foote and piloted through
the legislature by Mr. Foote and
Clayton E. Crafts, then a member of
the Illinois legislature. These gen-
tlemen were forced to accept the 25
per cent. petition, instead of the ten
per cent. they proposed, in order to
get the measure through at all. But
nobody connected with the Chicago
traction agitation took any part in
proposing or securing the adoption
of this measure. And so far as its
subsequent use in promoting the mu-
nicipal ownership movement is con-
cerned, the chief credit belongs, with-
out doubt, to Daniel L. Cruice. Both
with reference to this wholesome
law and to some other matters, the
mayor’s message would have been
stronger if his personality had been
kept more in the background. But

after all this is said, the message is
entitled to rank high as a public doc-
ument.

Nothingbut accusations of the low-
est order of bad faith can now be
urged against Mayor Harrison’s pol-
icy by those who believe in municipal
ownership, and that order of bad
faith on his part is not to be pre-
sumed. The mayor has committed
himself, both by solemn pledge and
strong argument, to insistence upon
the abrogation of the 99-year char-
ter; upon a provision in the extension
of existing charters, for municipal
ownership at the earliest feasible
time; and upon referendum author-
ity for any extension at all. Nothing
more could be asked. But itis not
to his bare pledge alone, that we al-
lude. We also refer to the document
itself, as one which sets forth a cor-
rect policy (with the exception of its
uncertainty as to lower fares or taxes
on receipts), and does so with con-
summate ability and in sympathetic
spirit. _

What Mayor Harrison says in this
same message on the subject of the
use of the police in times of strike
disorders (quoted in our news col-
umns), also clearly propounds an in-
contestably sound policy. It is the
duty of the police to preserve public
order. If this happens to interfere
with the success of a strike, that may
be unfortunate but does not alter the
obligation. On the other hand, it is
pot the duty of the police—it is dis-
tinctly otherwise,—to assist employ-
ers in winning strikes. They have
no right to do strikers’ work, to in-
timidate strikers who keep within
their rights, or in any other manner
to serve the personal ends of employ-
ers. It is the business of a policeman
on such occasions to be & non-par-
tisan peace officer, and nothing else.
This is the view Mayor Harrison ex-
presses. If he requires the Chicago
police to live up to that view, no good
citizen will condemn him.

John D. Rockefeller has been heard
from on the subject of Miss Tarbell’s

historical articles in McClure’s Mag-
azine. By an interesting coincidence
it is a socialistic magazine, Wilshire’s,
that becomes his mouthpiece. Mr.
Rockefeller explains, according to
Wilshire’s:

The McClure Magazine articles on
Standard Oil are all without founda-
tion. The .idea of the Standard fore-
ing anyone to sell his refinery is ab-
surd. The refiners wanted to sell to us
and nobody that has sold and worked
with us but has made money. The re-
fineries were only too glad to come in.
Natural conditions would have ruined
us all if we had not formed a combina-
tion. I thought once of having an an-
swer made to the McClure articles, but
it has always been the policy of the
Standard to keep silent under attack
and let our acts speak for themselves.

No doubt the refiners wanted to sell
to the Standard. Rockefeller’s rail-
road companies had them in a corner,
where they had to sell or perish. The
“natural conditions” to .which Mr.
Rockefeller refers were mnatural
enough, to be sure—as natural as the
combination of a burglar and a
“jimmy.” His policy of saying noth-
ing and letting his acts speak for
themselves,isadmirable. How plain-
ly those acts do speak. So plainly
that although Miss Tarbell has
merely recited them, without the
least approach to hostile comment,
Mr. Rockefeller calls the recital an
“attack.” '

At the Presbyterian General As-
sembly last week the careful and
strenuous maintenance of the sacred
character of the Sabbath, at whatever
sacrifice of personal desire and ma-
terial and secular interests, was sol-
emnly urged. By “Sabbath” this
body of religionists means Sunday.
But what authority they have for re-
garding Sunday as a sacred day it
would probably puzzle them to ex-
plain. From this dilemma they can-
not escape by any such plea as that it
makes no difference what day of the
week is set apart for religious observ-
ance, provided one day be so distin-
guished; for they attribute sacred-
ness to this particular day. For giv-
ing that attribute to Saturday the
Jews and other seventh-day wor-
shipers have biblical authority, but
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what authority is there for disregard-
ing the sacred character of Saturday
and setting up Sunday as the sacred
day? What religious sanction is
there, for instance, for approving
baseball on Saturday because that
day, once sacred, is so no longer, and
condemning baseball on Sunday be-
cause that day, once secular, is sacred
now?

Much ado is made in some quar-
ters over the fact that Prof Andrews
has abandoned the “silver heresy,”
which got him into trouble as
president of Brown universityduring
the first Bryan campaign. But it is
very difficult to discover any “gold
bug” capital in Prof. Andrews’s recan-
tation. He does not repudiate the
quantitative theory of money, which
is the crux of the silver question.
All he does is to say that the unex-
pected supply of gold has furnished
the additional quantity of money for
which the coinage of silver was need-
ed. So far from repudiating Bryanism
with reference to the money question,
Prof. Andrews confirms Bryan’s po-
sition. .

The density of the average mind
whose poseessors pride themselves
upon standing for “sound money”—
“;ound money, sir, and respectabil-
ity;” also the main chance—is one of
the wonders of creation. To these
minds the question of monetary
soundness seems to have nothing
whatever to do with the question of
quantity. Whether or not the quan-
tity of money makes any difference in
the great problem of wealth distribu-
tion makes no difference to them.
They are fetish worshipers all, to
whom gold is a god and silver a devil.
Now it is quite easy tounderstand why
a man should oppose bimetallism if
he does not believe inthequantitative
theory of money. If he believes that
the value of money is not increased
by a small supply, provided it
is large enough for the few transac-
tions that are made in actual money,
his opposition to bimetallism is com-

prehensible. Upon that theory, the

most general singlestandard may well
beregarded as the beststandard. The
gold monometallist, therefore,whore-
jects the quantitative hypothesisisat
any rate an intelligible opponent of
abundant money. But the position
of the quantitative theorist, when he
opposes money abundance, is explic-
able only upon the suspicion that he
is a creditor and expects to profit at
the expense of the debtor, by a de-
cline in commodity values. It cer-
tainly cannot be explained by any
other logical process.

At a recent session of county
auditors in Cleveland, assembled for
the purpose of assessing railroads for
taxation (p. 99), an attorney for one
of the railroads, opposed to increas-
ing its tax an objection which is
really meritorious. Said he:

In all the 20 years of its existence
this road never earned a cent, but
lost thousands of dollars a year, until
it was bought up by the B. & O. in 1895.
Since then, by the hard work, industry
and genius of those in charge of it,
it has managed to come out a little
ahead each year. Are you going to
tax that genius, that industry? The
road is worth no more than it ever was,
practically, except that its earnings
have increased. '

If only the State of Ohio would
agree to the righteous principle of
taxation suggested by that railroad
lawyer, how quickly Mayor John-
son’s campaign for just taxation
would come to an end. It is entirely
true that industry, genius, earnings,
ought not to be taxed. Only mo-
nopoly ought to be taxed. But there’s
the rub! However true it may be
that the value of the particular rail-
road here in question is due to earn-
ings, the fact is that a much smaller
proportion of the value of most rail-
roads is due to earnings than to mo-
nopoly. It is the right of way and
terminal rights that usually count
more than industry or genius (except
the genius that conspires and the
industry that grabs) in the value of
railroad properties. And railroad
monopolists are extremely solicitous
to evade taxes on that kind of value.
Those are the kind of taxes Mayor

Johnson is trying to increase upon
them, and right well they know it.

There is a significance in the cen-
tenary celebration of Ralph Waldo
Emerson which ought not to pass un-
noticed. It hasbeen said of him that
in a materialistic age he recognized
the pervasiveness and dominance of
spirit. But our own time is more
consciously and aggressively materi-
alistic than his; and the sympathetic
celebrations of his hundredth anni-
versary are by that much more signifi-
cant of resistance to materialism than
were his life and his work. Thisin-
direct acknowledgment of the su-
premacy of the ideal and-thespiritual
is only one of many gratifying evi-
dences of the declining tendency of
that materialistic philosophy which
came to us out of the prattle of mod-
ern sciencein its infancy and has done
so much toward making greed re-
specﬁable and commercialism sordid.

One of the bequests of Emerson to
mankind is very generally overlooked
by those who sing his praises. It is
not remarkable, perhaps, for he had
many sides without much correlation.
An admirer of Emerson may, there-
fore, very easily overlook gifts of
his, which, had he been a man of
brilliancy less divergent, could not
possibly escape attention. The partic-
ular bequest here alluded to was
finely described by William M. Salter
in a paper read by him at the Emer-
son centennial of the Chicago Liter-
ary club on the 25th. Mr. Salter’s
subject was “Emerson as a Social
Reformer.” ‘Anything like full quo-
tations from Emerson on social ques-
tions would be too voluminous for
our space, but a few brief ones may
be given to indicate the direction of
his mind on these matters, so much
more momentous now than in his
day.

When Emerson wrote of “prop-
erty,” it is evident that his thought
turned, like that of the farmer or the
real estate dealer, to “real property,”
and that his imagination, like theirs,
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comprehended only the land and not
its improvements. “I find,” he
writes in “The Conservative”—“I
find this vast network which you call
property, extending over the whole
planet. I cannot occupy the bleak-
est crag of the White Hills or the Al-
legheny. Range, but some man or
corporation slips up to me to
show me that it is his” In
the same essay he makes the con-
~ servative say: “Touch any wood, or
field, or house lot on your peril; but
vou may come and work in ours for
us, and we will give you a piece of
bread.” In his “Man the Reformer,”
Imerson brings this thought to the
logical and moral climax, for there
he says: “Of course, while another
man has no land, my title to mine,
your title to yours, is at once viti-
ated.” And in his essay “On the
Times,” he prophetically wrote of
the spirit of progress as looking into
the legal network of landed prop-
erty and accusing “men of driving a
trade in the great, boundless provi-
dence which has given the air. the
water and the land to men to use
and not to fence in and monopolize.”
In this connection four lines of Em-
erson’s “Boston  Hymn” must be
forever memorable. They address
themselves to that species of ‘con-
science before which hoary wrongs
masquerade as “vested rights,” that
disordered conscience which protests
in the name of justice against gov-
ernments ceasing to do evil until the
beneficiaries of the evil
pensated for the pecuniary loss they
may suffer. Emerson wrote of chat-
tel slavery, but his sentiment ap-
plies as well to the question of com-
pensation for abolishing any other
communal wrong:

Pay ransom to the owner

And fill the bag to the brim.
Who is the owner? The slave is

owner,
And ever was. Pay him.

“You think the.manager is incon-
sistent, do you?”

“Why, yes! He tells the public he
has the greatest clown on earth, and
he tells me I'm not worth my salt.”"—
Puck.

are com- |

IMPERIALISM AND S0OIAL PROB-
- LEMS.

There seem to be many who have
failed to recognize any practical con-
nection between imperialism and the
internal social problems of a country.
We are apt to think of imperialism as
affecting only the foreign policy of
the nation, and thus we fail to see
its relation to home affairs, except, of
course, as it increases government ex-
penditures.

If we seek to get below the surface
of vanity and hurrah, and try serious-
Iy to discover the real philosophy
of the imperialistic movement, what,
let us ask, is the impelling motive?
Think of what England has added to
her territory since 1870: an area of
4.754.000 square miles and an esti-
mated population of 88 millions!
Why-thisimmense expansion? What
strong forces are back of it? Mani-
fest destiny and Anglo-Saxon push
are words: what is the thing? Mr.
Hobson, an English writer, in his
book, “Imperialism: A Study,” has
given the answer.

“Tt is not too much to say,” he
writes, “that the modern foreign
policy of Great Britain i primarily
a struggle for profitable markets of
investment. Toalargerextent every
yvear Great Britain is becoming a na-
tion living upon tribute from abroad,
and the classes who enjoy this tribute
have an ever increasing incentive to
employ the public policy, the public
purse, and the public force to extend
the field of their private investments,
and to safeguard and improve their
existing investments.”

In other worde it is in the growth
of concentrated capital and the con-
sequent desire for profitable foreign
trade and investment that we findthe
explanation of colonial expansion. It
is for foreign markets and the ex-
ploitation of weaker peoples thai

_battleships are multiplied, taxes in-

creased, expenditures quadrupled,
lives sacrificed. and principles tram-
pled under foot. It is for extending
trade influence at the behest of finan-
cial rulers that the natural spread of
civilization and self-government is
disregarded and a domineering tyran-
ny established over unwilling sub-
jects.

All this has become as true of

America as of England. We have
not an equal necessity of looking
abroad, because of our larger home
market; but we are looking ahead.
It may be that the home market of
America still takes 96 per cent. of all
manufactured articles, only 4 per
cent. going to foreign markets; but
already we find that the extension of
foreign trade and the competition in
foreign markets are begetting and
fostering our imperialism. And at
the same time, as has been the case
in England, they are beginning to be
used as an argument for resisting the
demands of laborers for better pay
and shorter hours. This argument is
being dinned into the ears of British
workingmen, and in due time it will
be dinned more and more into the
ears of American workingmen. Fur-
thermore, the same argument is used
to excuse the monopolistic methods
of trusts. Inan article, for example,
in one of the current reviews, a writ-
er concludes a lengthy discussion of
the Standard Oil Company by tell-
ing how this company sells about «)
per cent of the oil exported, how its
power at home enables it to compete
in foreign fields, and how it sells
abroad at a lower price than at home
only where it comes into competition
with Russia in the eastern market.

But in a still more intimate way
the purpose and methods of im-
perialism connect themselves with
social problems at home. Readersof
The Public may, perhaps, remember
a book on Poverty reviewed some
time since in these columnsz. It was
a minute study of the English city of
York, in which place the author
found that over 40 per cent. of the
population were virtually paupers.
Now suppose England, instead of
overwhelming the Boers, had given
her thought and effort to enabling
these people to become purchasers of
her goods! Well doe¢ Mr. Hobson
speak of the “absurdity of spending
half our financial resources in fight-
ing to secure foreign markets at a
time when hungry mouths, ill-clad
backs. ill-furnished houses, indicate
countless uncatisfied material wants
among our own population.” Im-
perialism turns its back on these con-
ditions in the home market. It does
not seek to increase this market by
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4 better distribution of wealth at
home. It goes about, at the cost of
the nation’s revenue and lives, seek-
ing foreign markets and foreigm in-
vestments.

Imperialism talks much about
the spread of civilization. When we
shall have attended better to social
conditions at home, then and then
only shall we have a civilization
worthy to spread, But imperialists
do not think so; the present civiliza-
tion is good enough for them, and
they want more of the same kind.
So the great financial forces that in
both England and America, through
the Tory and Republican parties, are
whistling patriotism and prosperity
to the neglect of the conditions of
ill-distributed wealth at home, are
the same forces that are backing the
policy of Imperialism.

Let us recognize the fact that there
are many good men in these parties
who have not considered the full pur-
port of this policy. There are others
who have been carried along by the
impulse of a mistaken patriotism, or
by the force of cleverly manipulated
public opinion. To all these we
must appeal to pause and think how
false the policy of Imperialism is both
in spirit and in method. Its spirit is
driving us to acts of cruelty and to
the cacrifice of the optimistic prin-
ciples of democratic government. Its
method is to divert attention and to
turn away from the betterment of
social conditions at home. while it

seeks new fields to exploit abroad.
J. H DILLARD.

NEWS

Week ending Thursday, May 28.

Mayor Harrison has submitted to
the Chicago city council a compre-
hensive and thoughtful message on
the traction question (p. 102), where-
in he specifies the terms upon which
he, as mayor, will consent to an ex-
tension of existing street car fran-
chises. Hie three prinicpal demands
are as follows:

1. Provision for public ownership at
the earliest feasible date.

2. Submission of the proposed ex-
tension ordinance to popular vote un-
der the “public opinion” referendum.

3. Anexpressand unequivocal waiver
of all rights claimed by the companies
under the so-called “ninety-nine-year”
act.

In addition to these principal terms
or conditions, Mayor Harrison: also
demands— .

4. An improvement of accommoda-
tions which will do away with the
present uncomfortable, unwholesome
and indecent overcrowding of cars.

5. Adequate compensation for the
privileges granted; either in the form
of a percentage of the gross receipts
paid into the city treasury as a trust
fund to be expendéd solely upon the
public streets. a reduction of fares,
or a combination of both forms.

6. The simultaneous expiration of
all franchises on or before 20 years
after the date of grant, and the express
prohibitign of the transfer of a fran-
chise to a foreign corporation.

7. The use of the underground trol-
ley within a certain district bounded
by North avenue, Twenty-second
street and Western avenue.

8. Therealignmentof terminals. that
transportation may be rapid andistreet
congestion as far as possible avoided.

9. The use of modern grooved rails
in all paved streets, and the paving of
the rights of way by the traction com-
panies with asphalt or dressed gran-
ite blocks.

10. A universal system of transfers.

11. Full publicity of accounts.

12. The establishment of a system of
arbitration for the settlement of dis-
putes arising between the traction
companies and their employes.

13. A single-carservice instead of the
present train service.

In the course of his extended dis-

cussion of the three principal condi-.

tions enumerated above, Mayor Har-
rizon says, with reference to the pop-
ular demand for municipal owner-
ship:

T fail to agree with those who claim
to find the sole moving cause of the
general desire for public ownership
in the execrable service the people of
this.city have been subjected to for
the last six years. In all likelihecod
general attention to the theory and
desirability of public owuership was
first directed by the outraged senti-
ment of the public. aroused by the in-
tolerable service rendered by the local
traction companies. It had.its origin
perhaps in the failure of the traction
companies properiy to recognize and
appreciate the responsibilities and ob-
ligations assumed by them together
with the franchises. from which, with
such slight regard for the public rights.
such tremendous financial benefits
have been obtained. To-day the de-
sire for and belief in public ownership
has gone further than a mere wish for
decent and comfortable facilities. The

great mass of our citizens has been
educated to the idea that in public
ownership lies the sole fair, just apd
reasonable method of handling all
those utilities for the operation of
which the practically exclusive use of
public property is required. Public
ownership is desired as something
more than a mere means to an end—
obtaining ot satisfactory service. It
is based on the belief that the profits
accruing from the use of the property
of the public properly belong to the
public; that the granting to individ-
uals of the right to enrich themselves
at the expense of the many by the
exclusive use of the public's property
is as unfair in practice as false in the-
ory. and as demoralizing in its results
as was the habit of despots of the
olden days, who farmed out the levy-
ing and the gathering of the taxes
as individual perquisites to profligate
favorites,

With reference to all three of the
principal demands, the mayor con-
cludes:

The waiver of the 99-year act. the ref-
erence of extension ordinances to pop-
ular vote, and the enactment of mu-
nicipal ownership enabling legislation,
prior to the extension of the fran-
chises, are three demands which T have
personally injected into the discussion
and which have been so thoroughly de-
bated and considered that more than
80 per cent. of the voters declared in
favor thereof. when the questions of
municipal ownership and the referen-
dum were submitted. to a popular vote.
I can hardly think it conceivable that
your honorable body would deliberate-
ly fly in the face of public opinion so
unmistakably expressed, by ignoring
these fundamentals in any extension
of the franchises you may see fit to
pass. Personally, I take it, T have en-
tered into a contract with the people
to secure these conditions. The plat-
form upon which I was nominated ex-
plicity stated these terms as absolute-
ly essential to the consideration of ex-
tensions; in my public addresses to
the voters I reiterated these terms
and pledged myself unequivocally and
emphatically to stand out against any
extension ordinance which failed to
protect the public along these lines.
In so doing a contract was made and
now exists between the voters and
myself. and as far as T am concerned
I shall live up to the very letter of it. |

Regarding the 99-year act, of
which Mayor Harrison speaks, an
additional and significant move has
been made. The receivers for the
street car companies. appointed here-
tofore by the United States Circuit
Court (p. 40). having applied to the
court for instructions relative to the
waiver of supposed rights under that
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act, Judge Grosscup formally advised
them on the 27th that they must not
make a waiver unless requested to do
g0 by the stockholders and bondhold-
ers. Judge Grosscup states his pres-
ent understanding of the matter as
follows:

I have gone far enough into the sub-
ject to have ascertained that the first
street railways of Chicago weresought
to be installed under an ordinance of
the city granting franchises in the
streets, passed in 1858; that the power
of the city to grant such franchises
being questioned, an act was passed
by the legislature in 1859 validating
such ordinance, and that the act of
1865 amended this act of 1859 in no
respect other than to enlarge the
franchise from one running for 25
years to one running for 99 years.

As to the power of waiver he says:

Of course the stockholders can, if
they choose, relinquish their rights to
this, as to any other claim of proper-
ty; so also the bondholders, so far as
it constitutes a part of their securi-
ties, but the bondholders cannot re-
linquish for the stockholders, nor the
stockholders for the bondholders; nor
—and this is the point that concerns
you—the court for either or both.
Only in case the act is invalid, or is
no longer applicable, can the court
disregard it as an asset, along with
other assets, to be conscientiously con-
served.

On the point of invalidity Judge
Groszcup lays down the following in-
structions to the receivers:

The contentions that the act is un-
constitutional, and that, assuming its
constitutionality, it has been walved
by the streetrailway companies in their
former dealings with the city, are
subjects for legitimate and controll-
ing inquiry. The questions thus raised
lie at the basis of the court’s duty re-
specting the property intrusted to its
care. They must be settled, in the
mind of the court at least, before the
full length of its protecting arm can
be intelligently used. I therefore in-
struct you to prepare a petition bring-
ing to the court all the facts respect-
ing this issue. T instruct you also to
invite the bondholders, the railway
companies and the city to supply such
facts as they may think helpful. and to
take part in the discussion which I set
down for June 18 next, at ten o’clock
a. m. I will hear all or either of these
interests without the entry of an ap«
pearance, and with the stipulation
that no jurisdiction to enter any or-
der shall be predicated upon their
participation in the discussion. I will
make it an occasion simply of the court
seeking for itsown guidance light from
every source from which light is ob-
tainable. '

Meantime Judge Grosscup recognizeé

the embarrassment, due to Mayor
Harrison’s expressed determination
that there shall be no extension of
franchises by the city while the 99-
year act is asserted in behalf of the
company; but as to this he instructs
the receiver-that it is primarily—
the concern of the city on one side and
the bondholders and shareholders on
the other, and unless invited into it,
in the belief that the court might aid
in bringing about a just and prompt
settlement, you will not intrude.

Other parts of Mayor Harrison’s
message, quoted from above as to
traction questions, relate to the
financial condition of the city, to
street paving, to the substitution of
day labor for the contract method. to
subways and track elevation, to the
strike situation, and to the use of
the police in strikes. On the latter
subject he says:

A strike is industrial war. War
hardens the conscience, crushes the
finer sensibilities, benumbs the bet-
ter emotions, induces a temporary
anaesthesia of the higher qualities
of human nature. In an industrial
war, as in real war, men do things,
men are swayed by impulses and mo-
tives, which they would repudiate
and disown in normal circumstances.
When a strike is on, the radical ele-
ment comes to the front. As the
struggle lengthens, the number of
radicals in both camps increases.
With this increase the struggle
grows more and more imbittered,
the combatants less and less open to
reason. It is the radicals in the op-
posing camps who inaugurate and
institute unlawful methods. There
are those on the side of capital, few
indeed though fortunately they may
be, who at the very outset clafor
for the officer with his club, the mi-
litiaman with his rifle, the regular
with his machine-like obedience to
orders, be the orders what they ‘may
be; the radical capitalist asks noth-
ing, is satisfied with nothing, but
broken heads and flowing blood. In
the hosts of labor are those, few in
number, thank God, who believe in
the law of force, can see nothing
beyond it, recognize no other agency
worth invoking. Peaceful picketing,
resort to argument and persuasion,
are too mild mannered, too milk and
watery for their disposition; they
are devotees of the law of violence.
and to their way of thinking the
duty of the police is to turn its back
at critical moments and remain blind
to the application of the arguments
of the fist. and the bludgeon. . . .

By the very nature of things the
police in times of labor difficulties
are between two fires. On the one
side is heard the voice of the radi-

cal whom nothing will satisfy but a
succession of police charges with
swinging of clubs and breaking of
heads; on the other side the equally
intemperate radical clamors, if not
for open aid, at least for acquies-
cence on the part of the police in his
peculiar tactics. They forget that
the duty of the police is the preser-
vation of the peace, the enforcement
of the law. It is not for him to de-
cide, or even to speculate, on which
side is right, which side wrong. Cap-
ital is not justified in asking the
servant of the people, employed and
paid for by the wage-earners as well
as by the employers, to win its bat-
tles for it. Labor is not justified im
expecting from the sworn officer of
the law anything beyond absolute
and exact neutrality. If capital
would pay heed to the laws of hu-
manity, if labor would curb the im-
petuosity of its radical adherents, or,
failing in curbing it. relegate them
to the rear ranks, and finally, if the
public would stifle its curiosity and
leave the scene of action to the par-
ticipants, the way of the policeman
would be plain and easy to follow.

No change has taken place in the
Chicago laundry strike (p. 88). Ex-
cept for some work which is being
done surreptitiously by employers of
non-union labor, the Chicago laundry
business is at a standstill. No collec-
tions and deliveries are made, the
strength of the strike lying in the
loyalty or the fears of drivers.

Tt is reported from New York that
a meeting of large employers was
held there on the 22d, to perfect meas-
ures for counteracting the strikes
which are now prevalent in most in-
dustries all over the country. Details
of the organization and its purposes
are not given extensively, but it ap-
pears to be laid upon trade union
lines.

Labor organizations in the Philip-
pines appear to have troubles pe-
culiarly their own. ‘A dispatch of
the 21st from Manila tells of the seiz-
ure there, bv the attorney general,
of the records and accounts of the -
Workingmen’s union. The formal
chargeisnon-compliancewiththe pro-
visions of an act or decree of the co-
lonial government which requires all
societies and associations to submit
annual statements to the colonial
treasurer. But the dispatch implies
that the real offense in this case is po-
litical, for it reads:

Tt is probable that the investiga-
tion of the books will disclose the
fact that there has been gross mis-



[

May 30, 1903

\

The Public

121

management of the funds of the or-
ganizaticn. It is believed that the
money of the union has been di-
verted from its regular purpose by
Gomez, the president of the union,
who is also the head of the Nation-
alist party, and was recently acaused
of furnishing funds to the ladrones
in certain provinces. Gomez is now
on a tour of the provinces, where
he is holding meetings and agitaling
questions which border closely on a
violation of the sedition act.

Later dispatches from the Philip-
pine island of Cebu (p. 102) confirm
previous reports of an insurrection
there. A press meseage of the 26th
from Manila telle of a battle between
the colonial constabulary of Cebu,
under Lieut. Javier, and 200 in-
surgents, in which 68 of the insur-
gents were killed and 29 captured.
No statement is made of American
losses. The fight dccurred in the
mountains near Tabogan.

Insurrection in Croatia is making
trouble for Hungary. Croatia was
annexed to Hungary prior te the 14th
century, at which time it became
more completely incorporated with
that kingdom, passing with it in the
16th century to the Austrian House
of Hapsburg. But Croatia is Slavic
while Hungary is Magyar, and a race
bitterness has existed in the province
throughout all these centuries. It
precipitated an insurrection against
Hungary during the Hungarian rev-
olution of 1848-49, which contrib-
uted materially to the triumph of
Austria. At present, although
Croatia is an integral part of Hun-
gary, under the Austro-Hungarian
federation, its local government is to
acertain extent autonomous. Among
other concessions the people are en-
titled to use the Croatian language
for official purposes. But the Hun-
garian authorities have recentlybeen
forcing the use in Croatia of the
Magyar language. They have also
placed the Hungarian coat of arms
on Croatian railroad stations, official
buildings, letter boxes, ete.. instead
of the combined Hungarian-Croatian
emblem. This policy has provoked
riots in Agram, the Croatian capital,
and other towns, by awaken-
ing the Croatian race spirit. Eco-
nomic causes have also been at work.
intense poverty being suffered by
the working and agricultural classes.
These provocations have been sup-
Plemented by the suppression of
Slavn.c newspapers, inhibitions upon
public meetings, and government in-

terferences with elections. In con-
sequence, the whole province is re-
ported to be in a revolt which threat-
ens to extend into the neighboring
province of Dalmatia. Onp the 20th
a fierce conflict with the police oc-
curred at Agram, in which many
persons were wounded and 350 pris-
oners, including students and wom-
en, were taken. Under the cover of
martial law, which has been put in
force, fully equipped troops are under
orders, and over 2,000 people have
been arrested. It js reported that 38
have been summarily hanged. Fur-
ther conflicts are reported as having
occurred on the 23d. From Potsu-
sed, near Agram, comes the story of a
dramatic incident. Upon the ar-
rival of the soldiery to quell a dis-
turbance, all the rioters fled, except
one. Being challenged, he an-
swered: “I am a Croat!” and then,
tearing his shirt open and baring his
breast, he defiantly exclaimed:
“Shoot, cowards, if you dare!” Im-
mediately a shot rang out, and the
Croat fell dead.

NEWS NOTES.

—New Yorkicity celebrated her 250th
birthday on the 26th.

—The 73d General Assembly of the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church met
at Nashville, Tenn., on the 21st.

—The treaty between Cuba and the
United States (vol. v, p. 822) was final-
ly signed at Havana on the 224.

—The Reformed Episcopal Church
of Amer‘ca met in triennial General
Council at Chicago on the 20th, Bishop
Samuel Fallows presiding.

—The German naval ensign who re-
cently murdered an artilleryman from
a sense of military obligation (p. 34),
was sentenced at Kiel on the 26th to
four years’imprisonment and degrada-
tion from rank.

—The Republican convention of
Pennsylvania met at Harrisburg on
the 27th for the nomination of minor
State officers. Its platform pledged
the State to Roosevelt for 1904 and ab-
solutely opposed general revision of
the present tariff.

—President Roosevelt (p. 102) ar-
rived in Portland, Ore., on the 21st.
After speaking there he went on to
Washington, and was in Tacoma on the
22d, Seattle on the 23d, Walla Walla on
the 25th, Spokane on the 26th, and
Butté, Mont., on the 27th.

—Owing to the number of fatal acci-
dents caused by an automobile race
from Paris to Madrid, beginning on the
24th. Premier Combes issued an order
forbidding the continuance of the con-
test on French territory and the Span-

British consul at Tahiti.

ish government forbade the racers to
cross the frontier.

«—Paul Blouet, the author, traveler
and lecturer, who is best known as
“Max O’Rell,” his platform name, died
at Paris on the 24th of cancer, at the
age of 55. He was a pronounced demo-
crat and a believer in the single tax
principle regarding rights to land.

—Judge Boarman of the United
StatesCircuit court at NewOrleans,has
sentenced to three months’ imprison-
ment in the parish prison there eleven
street car men who were convicted of
interrupting the progress of mail cars
during the recent street car strike (pp.
439, 451) in that city.

—Three small uninhabited islands
in the Pacific ocean, near Pitcairn
island, were recently appropriated for
England by the English resident on
Pitcairn, under instructions from the
The appro-
priation was announced on the 156th,
by mail advices from Tahiti received
at San Francisco on the 27th, to have
been approved by the British foreign
office.

—As the result of a long legal fight
between the Pennsylvania Railroad
and the Western Union Telegraph Co.,
the former began the destruction on
the 21st of the poles and wires of the
latter along the railroad right of way
east of Pittsburg. The Pennsylvania
road has made a contract with the
Postal Telegraph Co., but the aggres-
sive action of the Pennsylvania road
is attributable to the war between the
Vanderbilts and Goulds.

—The Presbyterian General Assem-
bly met at Los Angeles, Cal, on the
21st. Dr. Robert F. Coyle, D. D., was
elected moderator to succeed Dr. Van
Dyke. On the 22d it was officially an-~
nounced that the explanations of the
confession of faith. adopted by the
General Assembly at New York last
year (vol. v, p. 122), had been approved
by the presbyteries by analmost unan-
imous vote, only three presbyteries
voting against it, and not more than 9
negative votes nor less than 195 in the
affirmative being cast by any of the ap-
proving presbyteries.

—
PRESS OPINIONS.

JOHNSON’S LEADERSHIP IN OHIO.
Cleveland Recorder’ (Dem.), May 25.—
There is probably no other man in the
State who would have dared do what the
Mayor did in this case. The man who
is looking forward to something for him-
self in the future almost always gets timid
and fears a ‘“‘rumpus in the party.” But
Tom is absolutely fearless along these
lines. He sees that there has been no suc-
cess in Ohio because of the sort of tactics
which returns such men as Earhart to
the legislature after they have shown that
they are unworthy. He appreciated that
it is necessary to make the fight, and
knowing that his cause was just and that
he had nothing to conceal and nothing to
explain, except that Earhart had betrayed
the people, he went into Richland county,
and by such organization and such



122

The Public

Sixth Year

campaigning ad has won in Cleve-
land so often, he defeated Earhart and
has taught a lesson to the men who
sell out their principles which ought to
last for a long while. It is now appreciated
that there is a new and vital force at
work. Ohio is to be regenerated. It may
take some time, but it will win out finally
in such a way that it will count. There
are plenty of good people everywhere who
will delight to come into a new and earn-
est Democratic party.

THE WAY OF THE REMORGANIZERS.

Bryan's Commoner (Dem.), May 22.—In
their efforts to control the government,
the representatives of the trusts and the
syndicates appreciate the Importance of
““keeping everlastingly at {t.”” In sea-
son and out of season, these people see
to it that newspapers over whose busi-
ness office they exercise control cultivate
false impressions, misrepresent the poli-
cies of their opponents, and seek to cre-
ate, in'many instances, the notion that
the whole country is aroused in support
of the plans and the candidate having the
favor of the representatives of special
interests. In this work Republican or-
gans and so-called Democratic newspapers
controlled by the reorganizers work as a
ruie shoulder to shoulder.

THE CAUSE OF BRIBERY,

Cole County (Mo.) Dafly Democrat
(Dem.), May 2{.—Every bribe that has
come to light, efther in St. Louis or in Jef-
ferson City, was offered to create, protect
or perpetuate some monopoly. Did that
ever occur to you? Don’t forget it, please.
Monopoly is the primary and producing
cause of about all of the political corrup-
tion that exists In the United States or
elsewhere. We must eradicate monopoly
along with the boodlers,

CAPITAL AND LABOR.

Cleveland Waechter und Anzeiger
(Dem.), May 8.—That capital and labor
must stand or fall together, as Andrew
Carnegle said in closing his tnaugural ad-
dress as president of the Iron and Steel
Institute, of Great Britain, is a plece of
wisdom for which one does not need mil-
. lton dollar libraries; for capital and labor
are not only ‘‘Siamese twins,” ashe termed
them in symbolic phrase, but they are in
reality one.

MISCELLANY

SUCCESS.
For The Public.
And these succeeded? Who shall say, In-
deed, )
Of some. they fail; of others, they suc-
ceed?
Perhaps their aim was loftier than those
Whom Victory's chaplet crowned at bat-
tle close. .

Fallure, indeed, is God's mark of the
Truth—

His honors are for those who take in
youth

The cross of some despise@ work, and
move

Pierced with our arrows, to His endless
Love,

How shall we judge him—he wlo nobly
fails '
At task before which weaker spirit quails:
Fights and succumbs for Truth's sake—
who shall guess
The splendid measure of his {il success?
JOSEPH DANA MILLER.

UNCLE SAM’S LETTERS TO JOHN
’ BUI.L.
Printed from th2 Original MS.

Dear John: About this Russian mas-

sacre of the Jews—I see you are just-
ly indignant, John, and a lookin’ my
way for help, but I don't see how I
can do any good by talkin’. -1I'm a
world power now, and no better than
the other thieves; and I don’t have
the credit I used to have when I was
the leadin’ republic of the world, set-
tin’ a high example. *
" Suppose I should say to “the C(zar:
“Nick. stop this killin’ of Jews! My
people don't like it!”- What do you
suppose Nicholas could say to me?

Why. he could say: *“Sam,youhoary
old villain, look at home! Where are
the. half million Filipinos you’ve de-
stroyed? You are up to your elbows
in blood yourself, and still a slayin’,
without compunction. Less than a
hundred of my Jews have been killed,
but you have killed and destroyed
your own men admit. 600,000 innocent
Filipinos. What had they ever done to
you? You talk to me of morality?
Why, you perfidious old scoundrel, you
fired on your own allies! Never was
anything in history so low down be-
fore! Your nation ain't half civilized.
And after firin’ on your own allies, you
took their country and ravishedit with
fire and sword, and did such deeds of
murder and arson and worse that the
President of your United States, for
fear he won’t be reelected, hides from
the people the report of Gen. Miles
of what was done. .

“Your people don’t like it? Don't
like killin’, don’t they? I never heard
them make any objection while they
were at it themselves. Your church
societies that talk of me have been
very quiet before. My people killed
Jews in a riot; yours killed Christians
by the thousand ix cold blood, and
yvour churches never peeped. Your
Daughters of the Revolution, now so
merciful. where, oh, where were they
when the Filipino women wailed? Go
way back. Sam, where you belong, and
sit down!™

And I vum, John, I'd feel like doin’
it; I would so. Darn this modern Re-
publican party, anyway. It's got me
into lots of disgrace. It has lowered
my ideals. ruined my reputation, de-
stroyed my force of example and put
an end to my power of doin’ good by
friendly suggestion. 1 vum I don’t
keer sometimes whether McKinley
gets a monument or not.

UNCLE SAM.

P. S. Come over to the fair at St.
Louis, John. They have the yellow

dog there that bit Corbin, and showed
him what real war is.
) U.8.

THE MUNICIPALLY OWNED
STREET RAILWAYS OF LIVER-
POOL, ENGLAND.

The following statement by C. R. Bel-
lamy, superintendent of the Liverpool
street rallway lines, is reprinted from the

Detroit Tribune of April 2.

In 1897 a company was renting the
tramway lines of Liverpool, which be- .
longed to the municipality, under an
expired lease of 17 years. The service
was inadequate, the fares were high
and there wére loud complaints as to
the conditions of labor of the em-
ployes. It was felt that mechanical
should supersede horse traction, that
the system should be largely extended
and fares reduced. The company was
not wiiling to make these changes and
negotiations wese opened, resulting in
the purchasing of the stock and shares
of the company at a price slightly in
advance of the then market value,
which was well above par. The total
agreed sum was about $2,800,000. At
that time the system consisted of 68
miles of single track worked by 267
horse cars. which were carrying 38,000,-
000 of passengers over 6,000,000 car
miles per annum, with a revenue of
$1,400,000.

It was at once arranged to scrap the
entire undertaking and to adopt elec-
tric traction. Within three years after
its acquirement, the whole of the 63
miles of track were reconstructed. to-
gether with 40 miles of additional new
track. which were equipped with 400
regular cars. The total carrying ca-
pacity was quadrupled, the fares re-
duced by nearly one-half (the fare now
being one penuy, or two cents), the
wages of the employes largely in-
creased, their hours of labor reduced
and all were supplied with uniform
clothing.

It was a bold, forward movement and
was considerably criticised, but the
response of a grateful public to the
facilities afforded made it at once evi-
dent that the success of the new
scheme was assured.

The population of Liverpool is now
700,000, and 55 times that number were
carried in the last year under the com-
pany’s system, and 160 times under
that of the municipality in 1902, at
about half the old fares and with much
greater speed and comfort.

Reviewing the position as between
company and municipal control in the
case of Liverpool, which may be taken
as typical of the large British towns,
it may be pointed out, first, that no
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one is suffering by the change. The
share and stockholders, directors and
officials, were bought out on ample
terms. The principal advantages may
be summarized:

(1) The gain to the traveling public
during last year amounted to $1.500.000
as a result of lower fares. This is the
first and principal torm of profit to
the community and is always entirely
ignored by the anti-municipalists.

(2) The employes gained $200,000,
with free uniform clothing.

(3) Notwithstanding these impor-
tant concessions, the gross profits
amounted to nine and one-half per
cent., after maintaining the rolling
stock, permanent, way and machinery
in the highest state of efliciency. Six
per cent. of this amount has gone to
interest and sinking fund, two and one-
half per cent. to a general reserve or
depreciation fund, and the remainder,
amounting to $125,000, was transferred
to the relief of the local taxes.

It must be admitted on this stafe-
ment that the present generation is
vastly benefited by the municipaliza-
tion of the tramways, and it only re-
mains to inquire what are the risKs,
if any, to posterity. The capital ex-
yenditure of the complete undertak-
ing has been shown to be $9,160,000.
In addition to the building up of the
sinking fund, which will extinguish’
the debt within 25 years, a renewal or
depreeiation fund of nearly $400.000
has been set aside,.equal to 12 percent.
of the capital, which will continue to
grow, and there can be no question
that the undertaking is worth $5,000,-
000 above the capital value.

These facts afford ample’ evidence
that the interests of posterity are
more than amply provided for, and, I
venture to think, establish the propo-
sition that the municipalization of
tramways in large towns can be car-
ried out with perfect security and to
the great and lasting advantage of the
whole community.

THE ENEMIES AND THE FRIENDS
OF THE WORKINGMAN.

A portion of a sermon delivered@ at the
Vine Street Congregational church, Cin-
cinnati, May 24, by the pastor, Herbert S.
Bigelow,

Job had his comforters, and the
workingman has his counselors.
From this gratuitous advice the lat-
ter has profited as little as the for-
mer.

One of the most erratic of these
friends of the workingman is the dis-
trict attorney of New York. Recent-
ly he said to an audience of labor-
ers:

“Don’'t accept any wishy-washy
stuff about the brotherhood of man,
or economic forces, or inherent
rights. Ever since man has been
able to stand on his hind legs he has
been striving for all he can get. If
you are strong, you win; if you are
not, you lose. Distrust all men who
come to you with broad schemes for
settling all social and economic
questions permanently. Can any
scheme be invented which will be a
cure-all for evils to come? Not on
your life.”

If Mr. Jerome were to get up in
the night for medicine for a sick
child, he would probably make it a
matter of conscience not to mis-
take carbolic acid for castor oil
This advice which he offers so jaunt-
ily to the workingman Is sheer poi-
son. No doubt the doctor means
well. But if men were held respon-
sible for the character of their
thoughts as for their acts, we should
say this advice of Mr. Jerome were
a case of malpractice. This advice
has not even the merit of the Derby-
shire charm for sick cattle, which
was used with the words: “If it does
thee no good, it will do thee no
harm.” .

A noble sentiment this: “Away
with wishy-washy stuff about the
brotherhood of man. Stand on your
hind legs and grab all you can. Might
is right.”

That is atheism at work. That is
the doctrine that there is no God,
applied to the labor problem. Too
many men are guilty of this practical
atheism who would resent the
charge of being atheists. Fortunate-

ly wnot all acknowledged atheists
are so thorough-going as Mr. Je-
rome.

No doubt there is enough latent
political power in the hands of the
laborers in this nation to take every-
thing in sight. If they saw fit to
use the strength they have, they
could make New York in 1903 what
Paris was in 1793. In a single night
they could tear down the republic
and erect the comimnune. Labor is
Samson. If he were so minded, he
could, with one sweep of his right
arm, brush away the pillars of state
and bring down to ruin the good
as well as the evil in our social struc-
ture.

What is to hinder the working
people, when they learn their pow-
er, from playing tyrant? This is
what we might expect, if they were
to take the advice of Mr. Jerome—
to stand on their hind legs and take

all they have the power to take.
But this republic is secure, and pop-
ular institutions are safe, just be-
¢ause the average man is controlled
by his conception of what is just
and right. Although the majority
of the votes are and always will be
in the hands of the so-called labor-
ers, we need have no fear as a na-
tion, because, notwithstanding the
admonition of Mr. Jerome, brute
force is not likely to take the place
of ethical ideals as the controlling
principle of conduet,

Mr. Jerome affects fine scorn for
the economic reformer. There is
nothing in his words to suggest that
there are skilled physicians. as well
as quacks, among economi¢ reform-
ers, as among doctors of medicine.
One might infer from his language
that it would be more profitable for
the workingman to read the reports
of the latest prize fight, than to
waste his time on such books as
“Progress and Poverty,” or Shear-
man’s “Natural Taxation.”

It is quite the fashion to condemn
all plans for economic betterment,
as though they were all offered as
panaceas. Doubtless the reformer.
in his enthusiasm. expects too much
from his plan. Republican institu-
tions have not saved the world, as
some expected, but that does not
prove anything for monarchy. Some
abolitionists thought the labor ques-
tion would be settled by the emanci-
pation proclamation. Was slavery
made right by the fact that they ex-
pected too much from abolition?

To-day there are men like William
Lloyd Garrison, Tom L. Johnson,
Bolton Hall and Clarence Darrow,
and a host of earnest and thought-
ful people, who tell us that we would
do much to unshackle labor if we
were to take the unlearned incre-
ment of land value for public pur-
poses, and thereby relieve personal
property and improvements upon
land from the burden of taxation.

Then some fellow. says, with a
swagger: “Another panacea. A
cure-all. Will it work? Not on
your life.”

Suppose Mr. Jerome’s baby has the
colic. The doctor prescribes castor
oil. Will Mr, Jerome scout the idea
and insist that if his baby is strong,
it will get well, and if it is not. it
will die? Will he say to the doctor:
“Can any scheme be invented which
will be a cure-all for babies, for all
evils to come?”

“I take no stock in your theories.”
This is a customary remark with
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which men who are supposed to be
thoughtful and cultured dismiss the
suggestions of the economic reform-
er. BSuppose the man who planned
the Brooklyn bridge had been as
contemptuous of theories of me-
chanics as our vaunted states-
men frequently are of theories
of political economy. No doubt
Mr. Jerome would admit that
it would be disastrous to construct
a bridge on an incorrect theory. Now,
there are good and bad ways of rais-
ing public revenues, just as there are
good and bad ways of building
bridges. What could be more reck-
less in a leader of public opinion
than to advise people to give no heed
to the theories for economic better-
ment, but to go blundering along in
a blind, unreasoning and unethical
contest of strength?

No .doubt this is what Mr. Jerome
would call a practical talk to work-
ingmen. Oh, these practical men!
The practical people are now en-
gaged in collecting fresh-air funds.
A circular has just been handed me
by the postman which contains an
appeal for alms with which to semd
little children into the country.
Among other things the circular
says:

It behooves us to avalil ourselves of the
privilege of giving, for two weeks, the
only breath of fresh air, with good food
and beds, that many of these dwellers in

the tenements receive during the hot sum-
mer months.

What a monstrous confession!
What an indictment against our so-
cial conditions!

And what do these practical men
propose to do for the society so dis-
jointed that many, for even two weeks
of fresh air, have to depend upon the
alms of the favored few? Why, the
practical suggestion is to select out
of this multitude of “les miserables”
a few hundred to be taken on a chari-
ty excursion. But if some one remind-
ed us that half the land without our
borders is unoccupied, and that our
system of taxation puts a premium on
vacant land and a penalty on improv-
ing land, and that by reason of
this blunder homes are made dear,
wages are reduced and the people are
crowded, and if, to relieve matters,
one proposes a sensible change in the
method of raising taxes, then your
practical man will declare in his om-
niscience: *“Can any scheme be in-
vented which will be a cure-all for
evils to come? Noton yourlife.” How
enthusiastic some men grow in telling
us what can’t be done!

1f the money contributed to fresh

air funds were spent in collecting and
parading to public view the hundreds
of dead babies that perish every sum-
mer for lack of fresh air, practicalmen
might be moved to look into some
broader scheme of social betterment
and take less satisfaction in the ab-
surd attempt to bail out the ocean of
human misery with the spoon of
charity,

“LOBSTERS” I HAVE MET.
A S8TICKER WHO WAS STUCK.
For The Public.

One of the most enjoyable after-
noons I ever spent was aboard a Big
Four train recently. I was bound for
Cincinmati, and went into the smok-
ing-room shortly after leaving Chi-
cago. I had been there some time
when four gentlemen who had just
finished luncheon came in. From
the way they addressed each other I
quickly inferred they were well ac-
quainted.

“Well, Homer,” said one natty look-
ing fellow, as he lighted a cigar, “I
suppose we'll all be millionaires in a
year from now.”

“We will, it we stick, all right,”
ventured Homer, reaching for the
other’s lighted match.

“Gentlemen,” broke in another,
“I'm convinced a man can make
money out of most anything, if he
only sticks to it.”

“So am I,” agreed the dapper little
fellow, who had spoken first; “I'm
thinking of starting a shooting gal-
lery.”

“Well, I mean it, Horace,” insisted
the other; “I believe a man can win
out on most anything if he sticks to
it.”

“Put me next, Mort. What it is!”
said Horace, incredulously.

“Did you read Miss Tarbell’s ac-
count of John D. Rockefeller, and the
part he played in the Standard Oil
company ?”

“No; I've heard of it though,” said
Horace. “Tell us about it.”

“Well, you know,” began Mort,
pulling away at his cigar, “Rocke-
feller was in the produce commission
business, in 1862, when a young fel-
low named Andrews got him to put a
little money in an oil refinery. The
business grew rapidly. He divided it
into two departments—manufactur-
ing and transportation”—

“He got speclal freight rates, didn’t
he?” inquired Horace.

“Yes,” replied Mort, “and he got
them proper too. After he had done
that he began to regard his competi-
tors as a lot of stiffs who ought to

be in some other business. He or-
ganized the Standard Oil company in
1870—"

“And began to buy out his competi-
tors in Cleveland,” interrupted Ho-
mer.

“Yes, that is what it was organ-
ized for,” went on Mort. “In fact
he bought out 20, out of 26 refin-
eries in Cleveland, the first year
after the Standard was organized.
Then he organized the South Im-
provement company, to buy up com-
petitors outside of Cleveland. That
was in 1871—"

“Then the railroads raised the
freight rates on his competitors,” put
in Homer.

“Yes, they raised them 100 per
cent.” continued Mort, “and you bet
there was something doing in the oil
regions. They had been feeling the
effects of railroad discrimination for
some time, but this was a corker.
The oil men got busy, the press got
wise, and the people got next to the
facts—" ’

“The joke of it was,” interrupted
Homer, “they trained their guns
upon the South Improvement com-
pany, instead of the railroads that
had granted the special rates.”

“I don’t remember that,” contin-
ued Mort, “but Congress appointed
a committee to investigate. The
committee found the South Improve-
ment company was shipping oil one
dollar a barrel cheaper than their
competitors. They found, also, that
the difference between what the com-
pany and its competitors paid went,
not to the railroads, but to the
South Improvement company!”

“That was a hot tamale,” put in
Horace.

“It certainly was a peach of an ar-
rangement,” observed Homer.

“Like getting money from home,”
added the other friend.

“I guess that’s what Rockefeller
thought,” went on Mort. ‘But the
pressure was too great. The rail-
roads withdrew, their support, un-
der fire, and the South Improvement
company went up in the air. That
was cause for great rejoicing in the
oil regions. A great conspiracy had
been stamped out, and Rockefeller
had been made to bite the dust.
That’s what the people thought. But
they had three more guesses com-
ing. Rockefeller was no quitter. He
stuck. The Standard Oil company in-
herited the South Improvement com-
pany’s bunch of tricks—"

“And went on doing business at
the old stand,” interjected Homer.
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“That's what it did,” continued
Mort. “That shows what nerve and
determination will do. I'll bet there
ain’'t one man in & thousand would
have done it.”

Horace was silent but a moment..

He was thinking. Finally he blurt-
ed out: “The only man I know of
that had as much nerve and deter-
mination as that is Tracy. I think
Tracy has him beat.” He took a
fresh hold of his cigar and looked
serious.

“What Tracy?” asked Mort.

“Why, the guy who broke jail out
in Oregon recently; you know who
I mean, the outlaw.”

“What are you giving us?”

“I'm giving you straight goods. He
had Rockefeller skinned to death on
the nerve proposition. And he had
more odds against him, too.”

“There you go again; I suppose
you're going to moralize now.”

“No, I ain’t; just hear me through,
Mort,” persisted Horace. “Tracy
was a hot success while he lasted.
When he broke jail he didn’t have a
respectable suit of clothes; and he
couldn’t get credit. Everything was
against him; the judges, the preach-
ers, the college presidents—every-
thing. He didn’t have even a senator
with him. Yet in a little over six
weeks he ‘accumulated’several horses,
a wagon, about two weeks’ provisions,
several guns, and a lot of ammuni-
tion. If he hadn’t quit the game
when he did, there’s no telling what
he might not have been.”

Everybody laughed at Mort. After
we became quiet he turned to one
of the others and said: “Ben, I never
told you about Horace’s political
opinions. He’s a single tax man. You
can’t talk about anything, when he’s
around, without having a little single
tax shot into you. That was single
tax he was giving us then.”

“Ah, cheese it, Mort,” said Horace.
laughing. “That wasn’t single tax;
that was only a little spiel on the
strenuous life. You want to get
wise"’

Mort chewed his cigar as if he had
a grudge against it. He seemed to be
thinking of how to get even.

“It’s up to you, Mort,” said Ben.

“Look here, Mort,” continued
Horace, “I've been talking single tax
to you a long time, and I'll bet you're
as nutty on it now as you ever
were.”

Mort was all attention.
you bet?” he asked, eagerly.

“Dinners for the crowd;

“What’ll

T'll bet

you can’t tell what Henry George
proposed.”

“That’s a go,” said Mort. “Who’ll
we leave it to?” :

“Leave it to Henry George; wait
till I get my copy of ‘Progress and
Poverty.’”

In a few minutes he returned with
the book, which he handed to Mort.

“All right,” said Mort, taking the
book; “he proposed to make land
common property, and have the gov-
ernment rent it out to the highest
bidder.”

“He did, eh?” cried Horace; ‘“well,
if you find that’s right, I'll buy the
dinners and pay your board for a
year.”

It was certainly interesting. Mort
turned the pages for about five min-
utes, and finally gave it up, mutter-
ing: “I'm not familiar enough with
this thing to locate it. Let’s see you
find it,” passing the book back to
Horace.

Horace found it in a jiffy,
pointing to it, said: “There
are; now read it out aloud.”

Mort read:

“Now, insomuch as the taxation of
rent, or land values, must necessar-
ily be increased, just as we abolish
other taxes, we may put the proposi-
tion into practical form by propos-
ing—

“To abolish all taxation save that upon
land values.”

“That’s different, eh, Mort ?”" laughed
Horace.

“Wait a minute,” shouted Mort, ex-
citedly, while we all laughed at the
sober expression that came over him;
“I know he makes use of the expres-
sion I quoted.”

“So do 1,” said Horace.

“He says it would be just to have
the government own the land and
rent it out to the highest bidder; but
he proposes a better way. If you
were going to wash your face, or
take a drink, it would be just to
jump in the lake; but you'd adopt a
more rational plan.”

We all snickered again, while Hor-
ace paused as if waiting for Mort to
say something. Mort was searching
the book, however, and Horace con-
tinued: “You'll find also, he says,
that to have the government own the
land and rent #t out, would unneces-
sarily extend the functions of gov-
ernment, and be impracticable to put
in operation. Furthermore, you will
find he says we can accomplish the
desired result by leaving titles to
land undisturbed.”

Sure enough, Mort found this to be

and
you

the case. George had stated what
he thoukht ought to be done; and -
proposed, as a working plan, to tax
land values in lieu of all other taxes,
for revenue. )

“Well, I don’t think much of it,
anyway,” said Mort, sullenly, amid
great laughter.

“Of course not,” said Horace,;
“you think we’d all be happy if we
stopped smoking cigarettes.”

“I wouldn't put it as strong as
that on cigarettes,” drawled Mort,
“but I believe if the manufacture of
liquor and tobacco was stopped it
would come pretty near solving the
problem.”

“What problem?”

“The problem of poverty.”

“If you go down in the coal regions
you will find 125,000 men and boys
who get from $150 to $400 a year; are
they poor because they use liquo
and tobacco?” .

“Probably not, but—"

“If you go where the mine owners
live you will find that, though they
use liquor and tobacco, they are rich.
How about it?”

“I suppose that's true, but that’s
an extreme case.”

“Why don’t you say it’s 125,000 ex-
treme cases?”

“The coal regions, I mean, is an ex-
treme case; take something else.”

“All right; let’s consider the wom-
en and girls who make clothes for
from three to six dollars a week.
Why are they poor?”

“Seems to me if the ones that earn
six dollars a week would save some-
thing, they’d soon be in shape to go
into business for themselves.”

“How much could you save out of a
salary like that?”

“Probably not much,” replied Mort
with a grin; “I'm different.”

“Qho!” cried Horace; “you’re dif-
ferent, eh? How can you tell?”

The shouts of laughter that fol-

owed were fierce.

“Because it don’t make him poor
to use liquor,” suggested some one.

“Because he chose a higher life,”
chirped another.

“Because he’'s a swell looker,” put
in a third.

“He ain’t alone in thinking he’s
made of superior clay,” broke in
Horace; “he’s got lots of company.
And he isn’t the only man that don't
know the masses get it where the
chicken got the ax.” And then
Horace proceeded to put Mort on the
mat again. “Now, Mort,” he began,
“if you wanted to hire a man, and
you had 20 boozers and one steady
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fellow to choose from, other things
being equal, you'd hire the sober one,
wouldn't you?*

“Sure thing.”

“The sober man would be practic-
ally without competition, wouldn’t
he?” '

“He would with me.”

“And you'd have to pay him bet-
ter wages than if the others weren’t
lushers?”

“I think so.”

“Well, now suppose the others
spruced up, and became prohibition-
ists, you’d have 21 men to choose
from, wouldn't you?”

“I suppose so.”

“In a game like that you'd get
your man cheaper, wouldn’t you?”

“Y-e-s, I guess so.”

“And there’d be 20 sober men, in-
stead of 20 drunkards, looking for
work?”

Mort discovered his cigar had gone
out and had a hard time relighting
it. Horace playfully punched him in
the ribs and told him to “play ball.”
“Well,” he said, “I don’t see how your
single tax would help matters any.
Besidgs, I am not so sure you are
right on the question of wages. An
English statistician named Giffin, es-
timates that workmen now receive
from 50 to 100 per cent. more money
wages than 50 years ago, although
the yield for capital is less now than
it was then.”

“The single taxer might agree
with the statistician’s figures,” re-
plied Horace., “but not with your
conclusion. With modern machinery
it is possible now for a man to pro-
duce from 10 to 50 times as much as
he could in 1860. According to Giffin
he gets from 50 to 100 per cent.
more. If the return to capital is
less now than then, where does the
rest go?”

“Search me.”

“Well, there are only three factors
in production—land, labor and cap-
ital. If labor and capital don't get
the increase, ain’t it a cinch that it
goes to the owners of land?”

“According to that, only the farm-
ers are better off now than in 1860.”

“Aw, chestnuts! Can’t you ever get
it through your block that farmers
ain’t the only land owners? If a man
offered you a piece of land 100 feet
square, for $10,000, would you ask
bim if it was good grazing land?”

“No, I suppose not,” laughed Mort.

“You remind me,” continued Hor-
ace, “of a Cleveland priest who, in
discussing the single tax question a

.

short time ago, said: ‘Land owners
in this country are chiefly farmers,
and the farmers are certainly not
erushing us down.’ Now a Cincin-
nati sausage could do better than
that. Ten acres of land in the heart
of Chicago is worth more than all
the farming land in Illinois; yet this
chump coudn’t se€ that a tax on the
value of land would affect anything
but farms.”

*Well,” said Mort, “to sum it all up,
you admit that labor gets mnearly
twice as much now as it did in 1860,
and you claim the increase goes al-
most entirely to the owners of land
values.”

“That’s right.”

“And what you want is to tax
these values to the exclusion of
everything else.”

“Right again.”

‘“What good would that do?”

“Make it unprofitable to hold land
out of use.”

“How would that help a
miner?”

‘““Why, Mort,” said Horace, rising
from his seat, “there is omnly about
100 times as much coal land out of
use as in use; if the unused coal
land was thrown open, the miners
could work it and keep all they pro-
duce.” .

“Wouldn’t that be pretty tough on
the present mine owners?”

“Yes, dearest, it would be real
naughty,” replied Horace, laying his
hand on Mort’s shoulder. “The min-
ers would soon be potatoes au gratin
with mine owners.”

“You mean persona non grata.”

“Something like that,” replied
Horace, as he locked arms with Mort.

And we drilled into the dining car,
and did things to the meal that Mort
bought.

coal

M. J. FOYER.

George Francis Train sat one spring
morning in Union square, New York,
as was his custom, surrounded by
children, to whom, contrary to his
attitude toward adults, he was always
affable and agreeable. On the outside
of the group surrounding Mr. Train
stood a small colored girl looking wist-
fully at the white children who were
receiving all his attention and hear-
ing his wonderful tales. After they
had dispersed and Mr. Train was alone
the black child advanced timidly and
said to him: “Do you love children?”
Looking at his questioner in some sur-
prise, Mr. Train admitted that he did.
Then in a low voice she said: “I am
a child.”—Chicago Chronicle.

L1IVE WELL.
For The Public.
Weep not! For weeping only wears
The courage of the heart.
Bring lightest laughter to the cares
That only seem to smart.
- Live well to-day, to-morrow knows
None of our rosy dreams.
Find in your hedge the falrest rose—
As fragrant as it seems.

Live well! Live all, love all you can,
Your day is short, at best.

Live honestly whatever plan
Your heart may come to test.

No palsied purpose wiil succeed—
Oh, let your passion give

To life the fire it may need
To nobly love, and live.

Be brave! To love or live your part
None other can fulfill.
Keep truly tuned your ready heart
To find each sweetest thrill.
And if you pray, oh, let it be
A living prayer you give
That leads you aiways to be free
To bravely love and live.
GEORGE E. BOWEN.

“It was in this cell,” said the guide,
“that the duke was walled up and left
until he starved to death.”

*Or, in other words,” remarked the
visitor, who was a free trade politician
from the United States, ‘“‘the duke was
killed by too much protection.”

G.T.E.

“Are any of your prisoners anar-
chists?” inquired the curious visitor.
“Well,” answered the penitentiary
warden, “if the modern definition of
the word anarchist is true, if an anar-
chist is a man who wants liberty, I
think that nearly all of my prisoners
are anarchists.”
G.T.E.

BOOKS

THE SOCIAL UNREST.

What constantly strikes one who
knows anything of social problems
and the social unrest is the ignorance
of employers and capitalists in regard
to these questions. They know in a
vague way that there is considerable
discontent among wage-earners. They
cannot glance through the daily pa-
pers without knowing this much.
Many also have some intimate knowl-
edge of the nuisance, inconvenience
and losses of strikes, which they gen-
erally attribute to the troublesome
walking-delegate or to some unrea-
sonable element among the working-
men. But of the imminence of any
great problem, and of the thoughtsand
aspirations and determinations of the
great body of wage-earners, they are
wilfully and wofully ignorant.

For such this book by Mr. John Gra-
ham Brooks, The Social Unrest (Mac-
millan Co.. $2), is one of the best ever
written. Tt would be a good idea for
some patriotic philanthropist to es-
tablish a fund for distributing copies
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to all persons worth a quarter of a
million or mdre.

“The perpetual astonishment of the
student is,” he says, “that business
men know so.little of those organs
of opinion into which the wage-earner
puts his most earnest and most hon-
est thought.,” He quotes a member
of the London county council, visit-
ing this country, as saying: “I have
found the pick of your labor leaders
far better instructed upon all sides
of the labor controversy than business
men.” The author gives, for example,
an instance showing that working-
men understand the policy of watered
stock, a subject which business men,
with their heads in the sand, seem
to imagine to be still a sort of esoteric
mystery. not understanded of the peo-
ple. The fact that knowledge of this
kind is common among wage-earners,
and that employers are ignorant of the
fact that so many wage-earners are
thinking and thinking intelligently on
all such questions are signs of the
times which it is indeed well to have
noted in a book that seems destined
to have a large circle of well-to-do
readers.

I have dwelt on this feature of the
book because this seems to me to con-
stitute its most important service.
But there is very much in it that will
prove interesting to all students of
social problems. Mr. Brooks writes in
a very instructive and interesting way.
He has much information to give. and
gives it with clearness and simplicity.
He gives us valuable information es-
pecially as to the real opinions of
people about social problems. He
found that “most men do not put their
deepest. opinions into print. or state
them before the public.” So he set
himself to ascertain these deepest
opinions by private intercourse, and
these opinions, together with much
scholarly research and many thought-
ful comments of his own, he has given
us in this book.

And yet, from one point of view, the
book is disappointing. The reader is
at times tempted to feel that the au-
thor has nct himself always put his
deepest opinions into print. He some-
times seems to be on the point of com-

ing to some important conclusion—

and somehow shies off at the critical
point. There is a well-known. text-
book of economics, used extensively in
universities, concerning which we have
heard that some irreverent person has
offered a reward for the discovery of
a single conclusion between its cov-
ers. It would certainly be going much
too far to speak thus of Mr. Brooks’s
book, for he certainly leads to some
conclusions; but his conclusions are
not clear and definite in regard to
vital questions that go to the root
of the social unrest, or else thev are
rather negative than positive. There
are a good many “ifs” in the book.
“If,” says Mr. Brooks, “the follow-

ers of Henry George are right in hold-
ing that the present forms of private
land ownership constitute the su-
preme evil, they are justified in in-
sisting upon ‘the question’ and upon
‘the remedy.” The socialist who adds
to the George evil the private control
of the ‘means of production’ raises
new complications for which a sim-
ple formula is more difficult. If the so-
cialist has become confessedly ‘oppor-
tunist.’ the simple formula, for theory
and its application, is still more in-
adequate.” If it is not an *‘if,”” then it
is in some such expression as “accord-
ing to this view” that the conclusion
rests, !

The most positive conclusion in the
book seems to be that unions must be
recognized, that labor is more effective
under such recognition, and that be-
tween representatives of the union and
representatives of the capital there
must be established fair working rules
to govern employers and workmen for
a definite term. This, with an unde-
fined, conservative “socialism that is
safe, if we do our duty,” may be said
to be the author’s nearest approach
to a solution of the social unrest.

There are three incidental points
which we owe Mr. Brooks a debt of
gratitude for emphasizing:

First, after speaking of the former
opportunity of self-employment by
taking up government land at a nomi-
nal price, he says: “Now that the
public domain has been disposed of,
this special avenue of possible chances
is shut. For the first time in our
history, the population turns back
upon itself.” )

Secondly. in the exceedingly valua-
ble and timely chapter entitled “So-
cialism at Work,” he shows that ram-
pant European socialists have fre-
quently quailed before their own.prop-
ositions, and have tended to become
conservative, whenever they were real-
ly confronted with the chance of the
responsibility of carrying out the so-
cialist platform.

A third important fact which he em-
phasizes is that “education” and wait-
ing for “changed human nature” are
not a sufficient. answer to the demands
of the social unrest. “When,” he says.
“education is used as a stop-gap to
every proposal, we shall, if we aTe in-
telligent, make objectiom. The hoar-
iest commonplace ever used against
reforms has the same character, ‘You
can’t do anything until you have
changed human nature.” What serv-
ice this ancient saw has done from
age to age against every hint of abuse
to be overcome!”

In his introduction. Mr. Brooks says:
“Tn these studies that have to do with
the vastness and complexity of human
society and its reorganization. the
craving for literary and scientific
graces has left a great deal of our
printed sociology chillingly empty of
result.” Certainly a great deal of our

printed sociology is chillingly empty
of literary and scientific graces as welil
as of result. Mr. Brooks’s present con-
tribution to this class of literature
does not lack the former qualities;
and it will, 1 believe, have a most stim-
ulating influence in arousing the ear-
nest attention of many minds to the
pressing need of heeding the social
unrest, and of seeking its cause and
its cure,
J. H. DILLARD.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

—God’s Chiidren; a modern allegory. By
James Allman. Chicago: Chanles H. Kerr
& Company. Price 50 cents, To be reviewed.

—Fuerbach; the Roots of the Socialist
Philosophy. By Frederick Engels. Trans-
lated with critical introduction by Austin
Lewis., Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Com-
pany. Price 30 cents. To be reviewed.

PERIODICALS.

The Nebraska Independent (Lincoln)
having with its Henry George edition suc-
cessfully inaugurated its plans for making
of itself a paper of national scope ang in-
fluence, I8 now conducting an Independent
School of Political Economy as a regular
department of the paper. Another depart-
ment {8 an open forum for Single Taxers,
in which that subject i8 to be debated by
contributors.

The Natjon of May 21 has an editorial
combating Commissioner Ide’'s. declaration
that there should not yet be any talk of in-
dependence for the Filipinos. *‘There are
some words,” says the writer, ‘‘which,
spoken In connection with the lives of
people, have an irresistibly tonic and stimu-
lating effect, and have done more to ad-
vance civilization than all the exchanges
of the mart.” Attention is called to Judge
lde’s tribute—'‘The Individual Fiiipino
makes an excellent citizen, being peaceful,
law-abiding, mindful of his own affairs,
and considerate of others.”

The 1rish World (New York) of May 9
contains the address of Wm. O’Brien deliv-
ered at the recent Irish Natlonalist con-
vention held to consider the Wyndham
measure for land purchase. A headline in
the World tells the whole story, *“The Irish
will have to pay an extravagant indemnity
to get back their plundered lands.” Inan
able leadlnﬁ editorial the World shows
that the claim of heavy financial sacrifice
by the British taxpayer is an impudent
statement, and that every dollar of the
loan—principal and interest—is to be paid
by the Irish purchasing tenants. Whoever
pays, one thing is certain, the landlords
get the money. J. H. D.

Mr. James L. Ford has an Interesting and
instructive article in the May Pilgrim on
the Old-Time Journalist. Incidentally the
great changes in New Yorklife are brought
to mind. ‘““A Rip Van Winkle,” says Mr.
Ford, ‘“awakening to-day from a twenty-
years' sleep would find a great deal to
wonder at besides the things I have men-
tioned. He would find a degree of extrava-
gance and luxury'such as he never dreamed
of in all the years that he was asleep.” It
would be hard to find anywhere a more
serious arraignment of the shallowness in-
to which the American rush is bringing
American clvilization than in the writer’s
lm{u'esslve remarks on the changesin jour-
nalism, J.H.D.

Frances Power Cobbe, in her striking ar-
ticle on Woman Suffrage in the May num-
ber of the Contemporary Review, speaking
of Queen Victoria, says ‘‘she was (quite
indisputably) a first-rate statesman.” One
may question this proposition without in-
terference with the argument, for she was
certainly as first-rate a statesman as most
of her mascullne predecessors, and prob-
ably did less harm than any of them. Miss
Cobbe enumerates the long list of famous
women rulers, and then indignantly asks:
‘“Where can be found any plea of justice
for excluding our whole sex from the very
simplest and smallest of political rights,
when in that field at all events we have
been proved to possess at least equal facul-
ty with men?” J. H.D.

The In@ependent (N. Y.) begins a leading
editorial with these words: *“It is an in-
teresting development of the political situa-
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tion, although we cannot yet think it seri-
ous, which brings Grover Cleveland forward
as a Presidential possibility.”” The writer
seems to think that the South would wel-
come his candidacy. ‘Not in the West,”
he says, ‘but in the Bouth is Cleveland ac-
ceptable, even in that South which was
more Populistlc than Kansas or Colorado
or lowa.” It may be true that the South,
if Cleveland should be the only Democratic
candidate, would cast a solid vote for him
by greatly reduced majority; but there is
very insufficient evidence available to show
that the South will favor his candidacy.

In this number Mr. Upton Sinclair, author
of ‘“The Journal of Arthur Stirling,” pleads
rather hysterically for “An American Uni-
versity of Literature.” Mr. Upton makes
some true accusations, but he ought to
know that “Literature’” cometh not that
way. Some branches of education may be
promoted by machinery, but not “Litera-
ture.” What we do need for the promotion
of literature and of all the good arts is
better social conditions in general, so that
there may be less of slavish grind and
more feeling of freedom—freedom from th

fear of not getting a living. J.H, D.

LECTURE

ON ECONOMIC
SUBJECTS

At HANDE‘.L HALL, 40 East Randolph Street
SUNDAY AFTERNOONS, AT 3 O'CLOCK

UNDER AUSPICES OF THE

HENRY GEORGE ASSOCIATION

Lectures every Thursday Evening throughout the year in Lecture Hall, same building.

JOHN Z. WHITE

WIll Lecture Sunday Afternoon, May 31st. subject
‘‘ Questions and Answers on the Single Tax.”

THURSDAY, JUNE 4th,

W. CHAS. TANNER,
*¢ Ruskin.”

THURSDAY, JUNE l1ith,

HON. JOHN J. MCMANAMAN,
*The Grand Jury System."

THURSDAY, JUNE 18th.

GEO. A. SCHILLING,
‘“Twenty-Eight Years in the Labor Move-
ment in Chicago."

THURSDAY. JUNE 25th

H. B. LOOMIS,
‘‘The Single Tax.”

THURSDAY. JULY 2na.

HON. THOMAS G. MCELLIGOTT,
‘“The Torrens Land System."

G.H. ATKINSON & CO., CONTRACTORS,
JERSEY OCITY, N. J.
Electric Light, Telephone and Municipal Work.
Trolley Roads Built and Financed.

Yolume V of The Public

Complete Volumes, including index, sent pest
pald at Regular Subscription price, $2.00.

BOUND VOLUMES, PRICE, $3.00,
by Express, prepaid, $3.50, are ready
for delivery. Address,

PUBLIC PUBLISHING CO., Box 687, Chicage.

BINDERS FOR THE PUBLIC:

Emerson Binding Covers in which
THE PuBLIC may be filed away week by
week, making at the end of the year a
reasonably well-bound volume, may be
ordered through this office. Price, 80
cents, postpaid.

HENRY GEORGE

8hortly before his death wrote: *‘1 most heartily
commend *From Earth's Center.’ It contains in
entertaining form an explanation of the practical
workings of the *8ingle Tax,’andis in many other
matters of social concern s stive to a high de-
gree.” nly a few copies of this book are still for
sale. We offer them while they last at ten cents
each; {mo six cents.

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY, PUBLISHERS,

58 FIFTH AVENUE, CHICAGO.
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