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Whether were it better,to be ama-
jor general in the United States
army, who, for ordering wholesale
slaughter of all enemies over ten
years of age, gets retired on reduced
pay, or a department clerk, who, for
condemning such revolting slaugh-
ter, though after office hours and as
a citizen, gets the grand and sum-
mary “bounce” without any pay?

The question of the rights of the
public when labor strikes are on has
been raised again in Chicago, and
under exasperating circumstances.
Railroad freight handlers having
struck against the railroads for bet-
ter wages and recognition of their
union, the organized teamsters
came to their support by refusing to
haul goods to or from the railroads,
and in consequence the puhlic gen-
erally was put to irritating incon-
venience while ordinary business
men were subjected to the possibili-
ties of heavy loss. It is not remark-
able, therefore, that those who suf-
fered or feared they might, got “hot
under the collar,” and condemned
strikes and strikers without much
regard for anybody’s rights or com-
{ort but their own. But strikes and
strikers cannot be disposed of in that
choleric manner. All occasions of
this kind call for coolness and fair-
ness of judgment.

The first consideration is the vio-
lence which accompanies strikes.
Sometimes it takes the form of riots,
though in this form it is usually
provoked by “strike breakers” for
the purpose of prejudicing public
opinion against the strikers. But
much of what is called “picketing”

does run into threats and actual in-
stances of violence in derogation of
the rights of others. In the strike
in question, for illustration, team-
sters’ “pickets” did not stop with re-
quests to nonunion teamsters to join
in the strike; they approached load-
ed wagons threatening the drivers
with violence and sometimes carried
out their threats. But for the pun-
ishment of acts of this kind there
are just criminal laws. These should

be rigidly enforced, as rigidly against’

strikers as against anyone else.
There should be no clubbing by po-
licemen, which is unlawful except in
cases of resistance to authority.
There should be no autocratic writs
of injunction, which revolutionize
the criminal law. But there should
be legitimate and dignified but de-
termined prosecutions for crime.

It is a mistake to suppose, how-
ever, that violent strikers are the
only lawbreakers in connection with
the industrial problems out of which
strikes grow; and he who contents
himself with denouncing the crimes
of strikers, overlooking the greater
and more oppressive and dangerous
crimes of the monopoly corporations
and trusts which foment most of the
troublesome strikes, exposes his par-
tisanship. If strikers ought to be
punished for their kind of lawless-
ness, so should trust manipulators be
punished for theirs. But it is a sig-
nificant fact that the same men who
most vigorously denounce the law-
lessness of strikers most strenuously
defend or minimize the lawlessness
of trusts. May there not be some
excuse for the lawlessness of strikers
who find the lawlessness of the cor-
porations they contend against
shielded and condoned. When we
call down the rigors of the law upon
exasperated men who would be glad
to get 18 cents an hour for muscular

work and settle for 17 rather than
starve, while we wink at evasions of
the law by men who get as many dol-
lars a minute for “brain” work, we
must expect the 17-cent men to be-
come violent. It is not a working-
man’s peculiarity to “get hot under
the collar” in such circumstances; it
is a peculiarity of human nature.

Much has been made of the fact
that the freight handlers in the Chi-
cago strike have demanded recogni-
tion by the railroads of their union.
This demand they in fact soon re-
ceded from by way of compromise.
But they made it, and it is easy to
explain. It is one of the working-
man’s defenses against blacklisting.
When committees of workingmen
appear before their own employers,
the committeemen are at once
marked as disturbers and at the first
opportunity are discharged. Thisis
an old trick of employers, especially
of corporation employers. They pro-
fess to be willing to confer freely
with representatives of their own
men, but their motive is to weed
out those of them toward whom the
rest look for leadership. Working-
men have consequently learned that
the only way to save their leaders
from the blacklist, is to demand that
negotiations with employers be car-
ried on through regular union rep-
resentatives, whom the employers
cannot victimize, instead of doing it
through occasional shop commit-
tees, who put their jobs at stake
when they accept a call to represent
their fellow shopmen in negotiations
with the boss.

What real objection could the rail-
roads of Chicago possibly have had
to this mode of negotiation? None
whatever unless they were seeking
evidence upon which to victimize la-
bor leaders in their service. Were
not they themselvesat that very mo-
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ment meeting as a union of railroad
managers? Their union of managers
comes together regularly and passes
upon the rights and privileges of em-
ployes, of their customers, and of the
public at large in most arbitrary fash-
ion. A more arrogant, oppressive
and powerful trade union does not
exist than this same board of railroad
managers. Yet it had the infinite
cheek, while in actual session as a
union, to refuse to confer with a com-
mittee from the union of its em-
ployes, on the ground that they
must not be recognized when act-
ing as a union. Sitting in royal ses-
sion it decided what each road should
do and how each should stand by
the others so that all might act in
unison; but it required the com-
plaining freight handlers to confer
separately with theirrespective man-
agers. We can understand why the
railroads should want to act as a unit
yet want to force their men to act
individually. Their motive is plain
enough. But why should anybody
else have taken their side in such an
arrogant policy?

—

Some one always defends the cor-
porations and trusts that are in-
volved in strikes by urging that if
the men don’t like their jobs they
ought to quit and go somewhere else.
It would probably surprise such peo-
ple to know that they have hit upon
the true solution of the whole labor
problem, strikes and all. If work-
ingmen with a grievance would re-
frain from striking, and, instead of
organizing unions, throwing out
pickets, and threatening and injur-
ing people not concerned in their
quarrel, would simply throw up their
jobs and take others, as individuals,
there would be no labor troubles.
And this is no joke, either; for that
is precisely what dissatisfied work-
ingmen would do if they were not
prevented by law.

The law prevents them by author-
izing land grabbers to fence in the
valuable vacant spaces of the earth,
which checks production and so di-

minishes profitable demand for work-
ingmen at increasing wages. The
law prevents them also by turning
the greathighwaysofthe countryover
to the autocratic dominion of trades
unions of railroad managers. The
law prevents them further by put-
ting protective tariffs upon imports,
internal revenue duties on manufac-
tures, and taxes without number
on enterprise and thrift in general.
All this cooperates with land monop-
oly to restrict legitimate industry
and encourage blighting speculation;
and it thereby so far diminishes the
demand for workingmen that the
man who throws up his job can find
no other job to take. To ask a work-
ingman, getting 17 cents an hour,
why he doesn’t give up his job and
get another, if he wants 18, is
to mock him. Throw down the legal
barriers to industrial enterprise—
the railway monopoly barriers, the
tariff monopoly barriers, the burden-
some tax barriers, and the land mo-
nopoly barriers—and then the ques-
tion why workingmen don’t get an-
other job if they object to the one
they have, may be asked with pro-
priety and force. But then there
would be no occasion to ask it. The
oppression of labor would cease; for
labor cannot be oppressed when the
demand for it continually exceeds
the supply. Strikes would be re-
sorted to no more; for who would
need to strike if his services were
in urgent demand? Labor unions
would dissolve; for every man then
would be his own labor union. Mean-
while the irritations and injuries in-
cident to labor strikes must be en-
dured as patiently as possible as part
of the price we must pay for allow-
ing a comparatively few people to
own the earth.

In an editorial advising the Presi-
dent that “any fight he may under-
take against the objectionable trusts
will be futile to the point of ludi-
crousness if it be not directed against
the protective tariff duties enacted
for the benefit of those trusts,” the
New York Times mentions two fea-

tures of trusts as objectionable. One,
it says, is—

the secret favors shown to them by the
railroads, the roads themselves being
in some cases controlled by the trusts.
The other is the heavy tariff duties im-
posed on their competitors abroad.
This is true as far as it goes. Butis
not the monopoly of the matural
richness of the Mesaba ore mines and
the Connellsville coal deposits an ob-
jectionable feature of the steel trust?
Isn’t the monopoly of the pipe line
right of way from the oil regions to
the sea an objectionable feature of
the Standard Oil trust? Doesn’t
the monopoly of the Pennsylvania
coal fields play an objectionable part
in the anthracite coal trust?

What really constitutes the back-
bone of the arrogant and domineer-
ing trusts is graphically shown: by
Mr. Schwab’s recent affidavit in
which he schedules the properties of
the steel trust. On his own show-
ing less than one-third in value of
the property of the steel trust isa
product of any sort of human energy,
while more than two-thirds in value
consists almost exclusively of riches
which nature and nature’s God have
deposited in the earth. Here are Mr.
Schwab’s figures

Iron and Bessemer ore proper-

L3 $ 700,000,000
Mills, fixtures, machinery, equip-

ment, tools and real estate (400

plamsd) ........................... 800,000,
Coaland coke flelds (87.589 acres) 100,000,000
‘Transportation properties, in-

cluding rallroads (1,467 miles),

terminals, docks, ships (112

equipment (23,185 cars and 4

locomotives, etc) .coivueinennnee 80,000,000
Blast furnaces (7 plants). 48,000,000
Natural gas flelds....... 20,000,009
Limestone propertles .. 4,000,000
Caeh in bank......ccceeuueee . 66,000,000
Material and product on hand... 82,291,000

Tot@l covevrnrrcecrercssannassanons $1,400,291,000

If we analyze these figures we find
that all that can possibly be cred-
ited to human energy are the follow-
ing:
Mills, fixtures, machinery, equip-
ment, tools and real estate.....
Transportation properties
B‘last furnaces

But out of that sum something must
be deducted for so much of real es-
tate as consists of the unimproved
values of land. This would hardly
fall below $100,000,000; and if we
deduct that as not due to human en-
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ergy, but simply as the security value
of a natural opportunity, or site for
production, we have as the grand to-
tal of steel trust property—produced
by human energy—only $476,291,-
000. All the remainder, $924,000,-
000, is the value of certain natural
wealth of the country—as truly com-
mon property as money in the pub-
lic treasury. Thus:

Unimproved values of real estate

estimated ag above............... $100,000,000
Iron and Bessemer ore properties 700,000,000
Coal and coke flelds................ 100,000,000
Natural gas flelds........ 000,000
Limestone properties .............. ,000

What power would the steel trust
have if these gifts of nature, made
valuable not by the owners but by
general social growth, could not be
monopolized by the trust, but were
available to all, upon equal terms,
for the common good?

At last the public is informed of
the result in the court-martial pro-
ceedings against Gen. Smith—Gen.
Jacob H. Smith, who was accused
of ordering his subordinates in Sa-
mar to devastate the island with fire
and to kill every person over ten
years of age. He was found guilty of
the charge. Mind that! By a court
of his own comrades he was
convicted of giving to his subordi-
nates—we quote from the secretary
of war’s summary of the court-mar-
tial proceedings — “the following
oral instructions”:

“I want no prisoners. I wish you
to kill and burn; the more you kill
and burn the better you will please
me,” and, further, that he wanted
all persons killed who were capable
of bearing arms and in actual hostili-
ties against the United States; and
did, in reply to a question by Maj.
Waller asking for an age limit, des-
ignate the age limit as ten years of
age.

Soit is established that an American
general did give the most bru-
tal order of which there is
any record in civilized warfare. He
did give an order which amply con-
firms the substance of the charges
of American atrocities in the Philip-
pines. But what does that court-
martial do with him—that court-
martial in which was reposed for the

time the safekeeping of “the honor
of the army”? How has it vindicated
“the honor of the army,” which by
its own verdict appears to have been
grossly outraged? It condemns the
murderous culprit to beadmonished!
And what does President Roosevelt
do, into whose keeping “the honor
of the army” next comes in connec-
tion with this case? How does he
vindicate that honor which Gen.
Smith has outraged? He gravely
“admonishes” the convicted defend-
ant and retires him from the army.
But not as a criminal does he retire
Gen. Smith. Not as a criminal, but
as an officer who has served beyond
the limit of his age—retires him as
he is waiting impatiently to retire
Gen. Miles!

Think of it, you worshipers of
shoulder straps who would condone
all the infamy of American military
exploits in the Philippines, in the
name of “the honor of the army.”
Think of it, if you dare think. Here
is & high military officer caught red-
handed. He is convicted of one of
the infamous crimes with which
the army in the Philippines stands
charged. A plain case is made out,
so plain that his own sympathetic
comrades cannot deny the facts. Not
only that, but his criminal order was
obeyed by Maj. Waller and Lieut.
Day to the extent of the murder of
11 men, at least eight of whom were
absolutely innocent, says Gen. Chaf-
fee in his endorsement of the Waller
and Day verdicts, even of a suspicion
of even a military offense, and “con-
tinued to the last to carry the arms
and ammunition of the men after
they were no longer able to bear
them, and to render in their impas-
sive way such services as deepens the
conviction that, without their assist-
ance, many of the marines who now
survive would also have perished.”
This general officer, so guilty and so
convicted, is “admonished,” “repri-
manded,” and honorably “retired.”
If, after this, “the honor of the army”
does not become a by-word, it will be
because the American people have

lost their sense of humor and not yet
gained a sense of justice.

The President and Mr. Root have
felt it necessary to explain the
leniency in Gen. Smith’s case. They
say that nobody but Waller and Day
obeyed the order, and only 11 natives
were killed pursuant to it. Why
didn’t they make the irony of the
comment complete by assurances
that these injured natives have made
no complaint? But their uncon-
scious irony aside, how are the Amer-
ican people to know that only 11 were
killed? Reports and rumors of atro-
cities from various sources are abund-
ant, but the secretary of war has as-
siduously suppressed all official in-
formation that did not actually ooze
out. The Smith case itself would
never have been heardof through the
war office had Waller yielded to the
suggestions of his superiors and
pleaded mental irresponsibility. But
he insisted upon defending himself
as having acted under Smith’s or-
ders, and so this one bloody cat got
out of the bag. How many other °
bloody cats are there in that bag?
With this one horrible instance re-
vealed, with the war department sup-
pressing official information about
other cases, with the Senate investi-
gating committee refusing to investi-
gate, is it not a reasonable presump-
tion that the numerous reports of
American atrocities are in the main
true, and: that the Smith case is only
one of & multitude more or less like
it?

One of the most encouraging
things about the army scandals in
the Philippines, and at the same time
one of the sanest suggestions regard-
ing the “honor of the army,” ap-
peared in City and State, of Phila-
delphia, in the issue of July 10. It
is an editorial which declares:

The work of gathering the essential
facts incident tc our Philippine con-
quest will go steadily on. It must be
done, so far as we can see, through
the energy and patience of a few men
—a few citizens who believe that the
real honor of the country can never be
maintained by base means, by cruelty
and suppression of truth, and who be-
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lieve, even were it so, that thereisan
honor that must take precedence of
that of the army—to wit, the honor of
the country—and that demands jus-
tice and humanity under all circum-
stances. The army, unless it is to be-
come a dangerous menace to liberty,
as it did in the great world power of
ancient days after Rome had turned
from republic to empire, is but the
servant of the country. In a demoec-
racy proper, to which wars.of conquest
are alien, it should be but a police
force, a guardian against foreign in-
vasion. At all times it should be re-
sponsible to the country for its good
or evil deeds, and so always ready to
have the full light of publicity cast
on its actions. Especially is this true
when the army operates far from our
shores, in a foreign land, and away
from the wholesome restraints.of pub-
lic sentiment. Sober men may well
scent danger in the air if, when this
military steward is called to render
account of his stewardship, the just
and proper requirement is met by con-
cealment, by evasion, or by insolent
refusal to answer the master’s inqui-
ries. But the citizen, the master alike
of military and civil representatives,
will not be so put aside. He will rea-
son fairly: My servant would not so
act if he had done nothing to be
ashamed of. Having done wrong, he
doubtless argues that only can he sus-
tain himself in a false position by pre-
tending to an authority, a right that
is not his. If so, then the time has
come for me to bestir myself. The
master will call for his steward’s
books; he will go over them all; no
page shall be left unturned. How the
steward has spent his lord’s money,
and how he has represented or mis-
represented his lord’s honor and au-
thority, shall he know, completely;
and though evil acts have been done
in the darkness and fancied conceal-
ment of a far country and upon those
too weak to resist the wrong, they
shall all stand out in their ugly naked-
ness in the noontide at home.

A recent decision of the New York
court of appeals holds flatly that
there is no redress for the publica-
tion of a portrait, not libelous, of an-
other person without his consent,
even for the purpose of advertising
the goods of the publisher. The de-
cision was made in an injunction suit
brought by a young woman to pro-
hibit the use by a firm of flour man-
ufacturers of a copy of her photo-
graph as an advertisement. In the
lower court she had won the case,
that court having invented a new
right, which it called “the right of
privacy.” But the highest court of

the state not only denies that there
is such a right in the law, but holds
that if it were adopted as a general
principle it would logically lead to
absurd and oppressive litigation.
As presented, the case does involve
a hardship to the young woman. But
it is doubtless true as the upper court
decided that “the right of privacy,
once established as a legal doctrine,
cannot be confined to the restraint
of the publication of a likeness,” but
must necessarily embrace any unau-
thorized disturbance of personal
privacy even though not an assault
nor a libel. Such a “right” might
raise havoc with other and more im-
portant rights.

At the national meeting of the
turners society, which recently
closed, that body decided to unite
with other bodies throughout the
country in efforts to abolish tax ex-
emptions on church property. The
motion was strongly opposed by dele-
gates from the East, who tried in
vain to make the convention appre-
ciate the position with respect to
taxation of Eastern turners societies.
It seems that in some Eastern states
they, as well as churches, are ex-
empt. Therefore they didn’t want
the churches disturbed. How in-
tensely human! Whether exemp-
tions of churches are right or wrong
made no difference to those patriots,
so long as they also were exempt. It
is this same unrighteous shortsight-
ed spirit in the churches themselves
that makes the unfair exemption of
church property possible. A great
number of small congregations are
willing to support the system be-
cause they get a modicum of finan-
cial benefit out of it. In conse-
quence congregations of enormous
wealth are exempted and an extra
burden of taxation is shifted to
shoulders that ought not to bear it,
those of small and poor congrega-
tions included.

Rapid progress has been made in
the direction of establishing direct
legislation without waiting for legis-
lative action—the system, that is,

which has for some time been in use
in Winetka and which we fully de-
seribed in volume iv., at page 340.
The Detroit common council is one
of the bodies to adopt it. By a unan-
imous vote on the 17th of June that
hody did so by amending its rules.
It inserted the following clause:
Every ordinance granting, amending
or renewing a franchise for a public
utility, which may have passed its
third reading shall, before its final
passage, lie on the table thirty (30)
days from and after the date of said
reading, and, if within that time a
petition signed by 18 members of the
Common Council, or five per cent. of
the qualified voters of the city, as
shown by the last preceding registra-
tion, be filed with the city clerk asking
that such ordinance be submitted toa
vote of the qualified voters of the city,
it shall be so submitted at the next
regular election, and, if a majority of
votes cast at said election favors its
passage, it shall then be put upon its
final passage.
A similar amendment to the rules of
the Chicago common council was in-
troduced on the 8th and referred to
the committee on rules. This plan
has worked admirably in Winnetka.
The demand for direct legislation is
growing more insistent as its mer-
its become better known, and there
is no better way of making them
better known than by this Winnetka
plan, the essence of which is a pledg-
ing of candidates for legislative of-
fice that they will not vote for the
final passage of any kind of law speci-
fied in the pledge until it has been
referred to popular vote and been
approved by the people. The plan
has the advantage of educating the
public to an understanding of direct
legislation and of securing some of
its practical benefits while the proc-

ess of education goes on.

THE GLAMOUR AND THE TRUTE
OF HISTORY.

When Louis Napoleon—iwithwhat
a flare of trumpets!—was fighting
Austria in hehalf of Italian freedom
and unity, there was nothing on the
surface, until the astonishing peace
of Villafranca, to show that his part
in the war was’a sham. Evenat the
time of the peace only a few, like
Mazzini. saw through the causes of
the sudden cessation of hostilities,
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but in time the facts have come to
light. It is now known that the em-
peror had an understanding with
the Austrians from the first.

This is but an instance.

So long as false glory, diplomacy
and duplicity shall govern interna-
tional relations, so long will it be
that the true causes and explanations
of international events will remain
for a time hidden from the people.

In ancient times, when there was
no pretense of taking people into the
confidence of princes, this was to be
expected. In modern times, with
our ubiquitous press dispatches and
our innocent respect for print, most
of us fancied we had changed all that.
We thought we knew quite as much
about things as Hay, Root, Dewey,
or any of those fellows.

The recent confessions of the ad-
miral ought to be very instructive
and enlightening to the American
people. Itisnot often that thesame
generation sees the triumphal pro-
cession and learns the secrets of its
hero. Inner facts have never before
been revealed so close upon the heels
of great events.

The case has been clearly stated
in a single paragraph by the New
York Evening Post.

Admiral Dewey’s testimony before
the Senate committee on the Philip-
pines establishes beyond dispute the
spurious character of the so-called
battle of Manila. His guns command-
ed the city absolutely, but the Span-
ish governor general wanted a little
firing to salve his imperiled “honor,”
and so, to oblige his opponent, Ad-
miral Dewey very politely and jauntily
“killed a few people,” as he puts it.
Apparently no hunter could destroy
a dozen squirrels with less compunc-
tion. Moreover, he expressed no re-
grets for the American soldiers need-
lessly kilted in the land attack. Per-
heps with him as with the respon-
tible generals, the high rewards be-
stowed upon the leaders of this sham
battle quite overshadowed the cas-
ualty list. Yet this is one of the
achievements of which we were so
Proud in 1898!

There never was much gloryinthe
battle of Manila in the eyes of those
who were able to remain unhysteri-
cal. Pray, now, what shred of it is
left?

Louis Napoleon, pretending to
fight for the Italians, but really
meaning to hold them in check for
the preservation of the monarchy,

killed a few thousands of his sub-
jects, and returned in triumph. So
cheap is human life to those who
play the game of nations. History
has settled accounts with him. But
how many hollow triumphs would
have been spared if people knew the

conqueror’s secrets.
J. H. DILLARD.

THE ADMINISTRATION'S LAST
DITOH.

There is much in the career of
Republican administration since it
put on the forbidden robes of im-
perialism that sadly savors of what
mankind are generally agreed
in styling cowardice. Aggression
enough indeed there has been of its
career in the Philippine foray. The

scribe of history will never seriously,

question that. But the character
of it, independently of its crimi-
nality, has all along been unhappily
streaked with that lynx-eyed but un-
valorous type of warfare which the
world everywhere, since the serpent
stole into Paradise for the overthrow
of Adam, has recognized as mean
rather than manly.

However reluctant we may be to
acknowledge it, this serpentinity, so
to speak, of the Republican admin-
istration is something that compels
our unwilling attention. It wasap
parent when the genius of “crimi-
nal aggression” so parleyed with the
trustful Filipinos as to gain their
help as allies only to shuffle them
off as “rebels” when vantage ground
had thereby been stolen for an
easy overthrow of their infant re-
public. With such a start in cross-
ing the Rubicon what should have
been expected to follow but methods

stealthy, tortuous, dissimulative,
hypocritical, revengeful and re-
morseless?

Accordingly we have been con-
strained to witness in the adminis-
tration an unremitting spirit of cow-
ardice from the day of its monstrous
apostasy from Republican principles
down to this hour—a spirit so unlike
that of our government, notably
from the glorious day of Appomattox
down to December 21, 1898, that
surprise everywhere grows greater
and greater that a government could
have so suddenly and radically

changed in its tone, tendency and
character.  Ah! yes, a melancholy
change of spirit.

It was observable in the early
stages of “benevolent assimilation,”
when the press was so censorized as
to darken understanding here at
home of what was going on there
abroad. Parenthetically it may be
remarked that understanding has
been thus darkened even unto this
day.

It was noticeable time and again,
if it be not noticeable now, when in
a fear that the people would not
stand the strain much longer, it was
heralded abroad that pacification
was near at hand.

It was easily perceivable when in
the year of our Lord, 1900, pending
a presidential canvass, at great cost
of official cablegrams, a “preliminary
report” of the Philippine Commis-
sion burst upon the country, saying
that if Bryan be defeated, pacifica-
tion would be complete in less than
six weeks.

It was distressingly in evidence
when by a ruse that would abash a
sneak thief expert in his art it cap-
tured the leader of the Filipinos who
just before gave his captor, not a
stone, but bread in the stress of his
hunger.

It came over us as a flood of shame
when the island of Guam was made
a Botany Bay whither ships under
the Stars and Stripes carried patriots
as exiles from fatherland for loving
it too well.

It shocked the American heart
when word stole over the deep that
reconcentration, rivaling the Wey-
lerism of Spain, was rife in the is-
lands, and still more when little by
little it leaked out that torture,
cruel enough to stagger belief, was
a weapon in the hands of the Ameri-
can soldier.

It was displayed in an exceeding-
ly white feather when to the extent
of its ability a congressional com-
mittee stifled inquiry into the ex-
pansion of “higher civilization” in
the “barbarian” archipelago.

It whitened the feather when the
samecommittee barred doors against
the accomplished Sixto Lopez and
his gentle sister pleading to be
heard for their country’s sake.

"It curdled our blood when laws
were enacted by appointees of the
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President, in the naked name of the
appointing official, of such rank des-
potism as would send to the peniten-
tiary any native of the isles or any
citizen of the United States who
should there read aloud the best
speech of Senator Hoar or Congress-
man McCall or the Declaration of In-
dependence or even the immortal ad-
dress of Lincoln at Gettysburg.

Much else, much else there has
been to remind us of the cowardice of
Republican administration, but ere
we reach the climax of its pusil-
lanimity it will be well if we pause
to note a matter of recent date and
very close at home. What dastard-
liness was that which summarily dis-
missed from the classified civil ser-
vice Rebecca J. Taylor, not for in-
competence, mnot for misbehavior,
not for neglect of duty, but for the
expression of her opinion of the
dismal war upon the Philippines,
published in a leading journal of the
land, courageously published within
a gatling gunshot of the office of
the secretary of war! Verily, it
would seem that the administration
had reached a pass where it was a
coward from principle. It abomin-
ates courage. So afraid is the war
office of facing exposure of its Philip-
pinism that it turns pale at sight of
a toiling woman with the look of
humanity in her eyes.

But even this fails to equal the
poltroonery of imperialism when, to
shield its shame, it affects concern
for the army whose dishonor it has
wrought. So they who have put the
army to brutal uses are the natural
protectors of it, are they? As well
might the profligate who has made
wreck of chastity upbraid the virtue
that denounces the profligacy. How
rotten the defence of the offence!

For four dreary years almost
things had been piling up tending
greatly to exhaust the patience of
the people. The foregoing enumer-
ation by no means includes the cata-
logue.  Perhaps it feebly outlines
the more salient asperities of
“benevolent assimilation” in so far
as the censorship has permitted
them to be known or failed to keep
the asperities out of sight. The
horrors of reconcentration, water
cure and other tortures, slaughtering

Bll over ten and making howling
wildernesses of provinces—these
things as ascertained verities were
getting to be last straws on the
camel’s back; but little was it
dreamed. that such inhumanities
could be so traced as to hold the
supreme authority of the land re-
sponsible therefor. But at length
it so transpired beyond a peradven-
ture. The intelligence burst from
confinement that, while the country
was lamenting such evils and deem-
ing it impossible they could have
official sanction this side of Manila,
the evidence of their existence was
in the war department itself at Wash-
ington, and what besides? that the
secretary of war holding the evi-
dence in his possession and wear-
ing a mask of righteous scorn had re-
pelled an intimation that the war
had been conducted with “marked
severity” and declared it had been
conducted with unexampled moder-
ation and humanity!

Then indeed was there murmur-
ing in unaccustomed places. Then
at last the pulpit began to flame.
Then even Republican organs that
were not quite petrified did a little
gasp. Then the blind began to
see, the deaf to hear.and the dumb
to speak. And what then? Then
the Republican administration rose
in its cowardice and cried out, “You
are attacking the army!”

Was ever indefensible cause driv-
en to extremity so desperate?

Attacking the army! Nay, ye
wreckers of Republican government,
we are attacking you.

Be assured we redouble attack on
you, you who, dressed with a brief
authority, have coerced the army
into the service of a cause so ignoble
and abhorrent.

The proverbial stupidity of the
ostrich which in the hour of danger
hides its head in the sand with all
its big body exposed never had bet-
ter illustration of the capacity of
man to imitate that fowl than is
furnished by the administration in
this hour of imminent peril to its
foul policy. Hiding its head in the
uniform of a United States soldier,
with all the enormity of eriminal ag-
gression exposed to the cyclone of
public indignation, it pipes out,
“Please don’t atiack the army.”

The dodge is too dull, too shallow,
too craven. Even a warlike Presi-
dent cannot gild it with strenuosity.
Even imperialism itself never quite
so skulked before.

A A PUTNAM
Uxbridge, Mass.

"NEWS

The strike of the railroad freight
handlers at Chicago (p. 216) has been
abandoned, and the danger of serious
disturbances to business which
threatened for a week isover. When
the ultimatum of the board of rail-
road managers, offered on the 9th,
came before the striking freight
handlers on the 10th, they voted to

| reject it. As soon as this had been

done they solicited the cooperation
of the teamsters, many of whom
promptly responded, refusing to haul
goods to or from any freight depot
where nonunion freight handlers
were employed. There were indica-
tions also that a sympathetic strike
would be called officially by the team-
sters’ union. This situation was so
demoralizing to the business inter-
ests of the city that the arbitration
board of the teaming interests, of
which a business man is chairman
and which is composed of six team-
sters and seven team owners, inter-
posed. It asked the freight hand-
lers and the railroads to submit their
dispute to arbitration. The freight
handlers agreed on the 10th, pledg-
ing themselves to abide by the deci-
sion of the board. The board of
railroad managers met on the 11th,
and the arbitration proposal was
then laid before them. -But they
rejected it, saying that the railroads
would deal directly with their own
employes respectively and with no
one else. In consequence of this re-
fusal the teamsters’ strike became
more general, although it was not of-
ficially authorized, the teamsters’
union being under contract; and on
the 12th over 7,000 teamsters had
refused to do hauling to or from the
railway freight houses. Attempts
to effect a settlement were contin-
ued, hoth by the arbitration commit-

tee of the teaming interests and by

the state board of arbitration, the

demands of the hoard of railway man-

agers that all negotiations take place

Dbetween the railroads individually

and committees of their respective

employes heing complied with. But

no perceptible headway was made

. until the 15th, when an agreement



The Public

231

was effected with the Lake Shore
road by a committee of its own em-
ployes. This settlement was fol-
lowed by others on the following day,
and before noon half of the striking
freight handlers had gone back to
work. The president of the freight
handlers’ urmion consequently ad-
vised the rest to follow their example.
In doing so he acted under the ad-
vice of the state board of arbitration
which, on the morning of the 16th,
recommended that—

the men return immediately to their
respective places of employment and
apply for the positions held by them
previous to the strike (and) . . .
that the employes of each of the sev-
eral railroads appoint a committee to
confer with the management of the
railroad by which they are employed
for the purpose of adjusting existing
differences.

The boiler makers’ strike on the
Chicago & Northwestern (p. 217%)
was settled on the 11th.

Delegates to the general conven-
tion of coal miners at Indianapolis
(p. 185) are gathering as these lines
are written (July 17), but nothing
is yet reported. .

Not altogether unrelated to labor
troubles is the trust question. This
has come to the surface again
through a report of the current week
that the meat packers, who are under
injunction forbidding their pooling
their interests by agrcement (pp.
106, 140), have consolidated their
interests in a single corporation un-
der the New Jersey laws. Rumors
of this combination gained currency
last month; but not until the pres-
ent week was any positive announce-
ment made, and even now it is not
made with authority. The proceed-
ings have been kept as secret as pos-
sible. Among the houses that are
said to have consolidated are the fol-
lowing:

Estimated
Capital Annual Busi-
Stock. ness, 1901.
8wift & Co.......... $26.000,000  $1N .0, 000
Armour & Co........ 20,000,000 2,003, xx)
Nelson, Morris & Co.Partrership  100,000,0%
Sulzberger & Sch-
warzchild ......... 15,000,000 50,000,000
ammond Co....... 3,600,000 50,900,000
Libby, McNeil &
Libby .............. 1. 000,000 20,000,000
Cudahy PackingCo.Partnerhip 40,009,000

One_'of the persistent rumors in con-
hection with this combination asso-
clates John D. Rockefeller with it.

A wholesale grocery trust, also, is
reported as organizing under the

New Jersey laws, to be known as the
National Grocer company.

Following closely upon the report
of dividends of the steel trust (p.
202) comes an official statement by
Charles M. Schwab, president of
the trust, enumerating its holdings
and their values. Thestatement was
made on the 15th in an affidavit by
Mr. Schwab filed in the court of
chancery of New Jersey in an injunc-
tion suit brought by stockholders of
the trust to é)revent it from convert-
ing preferred stock into bonds. Mr.
Schwab’s schedule of the trust’s as-
sets is as follows:

Iron and Bessemer ore proper-

L8 =3 2 $ 700,000,000
Plants, mills, fixtures, machin-

ery, equipment, tools, and real

ESTATE vivvranreonennociosonsnanaas 300,000,000
Coal ard coke flelds (87,589 acres) 100,000,000
Transportation properties, in-

cluélng rallroads (1,467 miles),

terminals, docks, ships (112),

equipment (23,185 cars and

locomotives), etC. ceuvevnerennnns 80,000,000
Blast fUrNACES ..cvuveenirnnrennans 48,000,000
Natural gas flelds ....ccevvnennss 20,000,000

Limestone properties ............
Ciagon and cash assets.June 1,

................................ 148,281,000
Total asets .ivvveeirninrecancnnes $1,400,281,000
Earnings for year.....cceievvnness $ 140,000,000

The Republican convention of
Wisconsin met at Madison on the
16th. A bitter fight has torn the
party in this state. It is between
the faction of Gov. Robert M. La
Follette and the factions opposed
to his renomination. LaFollette
stands principally for two things—
a direct primary law and higher tax-
ation of railroads. To both these
policies United States Senator John
C. Spooner is opposed, which, to-
gether with the fact that his active
friends are hostile to LaFollette,
puts him nominally at the head of
the anti-LaFollette or “stalwart”
faction. On the face of the returns
the LaFollette faction appeared to
have 798 of the 1066 delegates elect-
ed to the convention. Thisprepond-
erance of power held good when the
convention organized, and the “stal-
warts” were utterly beaten. On the
16th a platform was adopted which
condemns the “stalwart” legislature
of last year for its refusal to redeem
the promises of the previous Repub-
lican platform for a primary law and
increased railway taxation; and de-
nounces “the pernicious activity of
the Federal ofticials” in the state “in
violation of the civil service laws.”
for the defeat of those measures. It
specifically demands a primary law
requiring nominations hy direet pop-
ular vote, and also “the equal taxa-
tion of all railroads;” and it provides

that “all condidates be called on to
pledge themselves to support these
planks.” On the question of sup-
porting Senator Spooner for reelec-
tion, the convention defeated the
“stalwarts.” The platform, as re-
ported by the committee, asked him
to reconsider his announcement of
two years ago that he would not again
be a candidate for senator, and to
“express his willingness to stand as
a candidate in harmony with the sen-
timents and in support of the plat-
form of principles here adopted by
Wisconsin Republicans, and for the
election of a legislature favorable to
their enactment into law.” Thiscon-
dition wasopposed by-the“stalwarts,”
who admitted that Spooner was not
in accord with the platform, but
urged that the senatorial office is na-
tional, and that he should not be
bound in such a candidacy to con-
form as to state issues. They were
voted down andthe conditionsadopt-
ed by 7093 to 3533. No nomina-
tions were made until the 17th; but
the state committee was organized,
and only four out of the 22 members
are “stalwarts.” La Follette is in
complete control.

In Missouri the Republican con-
vention met a Joplin on the 15th and
nominated a state judicial ticket.
The Republicans of Wyoming and
the Democrats of Texas nominated
gubernatorial tickets.on the 16th,
DeForest Richards being nominated
for the Republican candidate for gov-
ernor of Wyoming, and S. W.T. Lan-
ham for the Democratic candidate
for governor of Texas..

Democratic politics in Ohio (p.
217) has been left virtually to the
management of Mayor Johnson, of
Cleveland; Congressman Norton, of
Tiffin, having on the 10th made pub-
lic at Columbus the following state-
ment for John R. McLean, speak-
ing, as he said, “by the card and with
authority”:

I saw Mr. McLean in Washington
just before he left on his summer va-
cation, and he told me that there is
nothing whatever in the reports of
a fight between him and Johnscn.
He said to me: “I am taking no part
in any fight. Mayor Johnson can
name the ticket, build the platform,
outline the policy and carry on the
campaign without any opposition
from me. My paper has a right to
express its opinion, but when the
ticket is made and the platform built
it will be found supporting them as
it has in the past.” I know that Me-
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Lean will take no part in the con-
vention. Some persons are putting
up a man of straw and fighting him.
They call him McLean, but he is a
creature of their imagination. There
will be no contest at the Cedar Point
convention. Johnson can have every-
thing his own way. He has the piano
and can sing and play any tune he
wishes to.

The most engrossing subject of
discussion in Ohio at present is the
question of framing a municipal
code, which has been made neces-
sary by the decision of the supreme
court of the state (p. 201) invalidat-
ing all the municipal charters in
Ohio as unconstitutional special leg-
islation. Gov. Nash has announced
that he will convene the legislature
in special session for this purpose on
the 25th of August. Meanwhile the
state bar association has beeh in
session at Put-in-Bay, and the gov-
ernor has taken an outing at the
same place with a view to consulting
lawyers from all parts of the state.
He favors a system involving to some
extent the appointment of state
boards, especially for the police serv-
ice, and 1s opposed to the federal
system, which is operative and pop-
ular in Cleveland. But he found that
the state bar association has'en-
dorsed the federal system last year
and the year before, and that the
general sentiment of the lawyers
was in favor of home rule. No ac-
tion was taken by the association be-
yond appointing a committee of
three, at the governor’s request, to
confer with him on the draft of a
code. It did not rescind its previous
endorsements of the federal plan,
and its committee consists of John
W. Warrington, of Cincinnati, who
has declared emphatic opposition to
board government; T. H. Hogsett,
of Cleveland, who is strongly in fa-
vor of the federal plan and is one of
Mayor Johnson’s advisers in prepar-
ing a proposed code, and E. B. King,
of Sandusky, who has for two years
been an active advocate in the state
bar association of the federal plan.
It is probable that when the legis-
lature meets four proposed munici-
pal codes will be laid before it—one
prepared under the advice of Mayor
Johnson, which would adopt the fed-
eral plan of home rule: one by Har-
ry Daughertv, the leader of the in-
dependent Republican faction that
controlled the organization of the
legislature last winter (vol. 10, p.
633), which would favor home rule,
but probably not on the federal plan;

one by the state board of commerce,
which would authorize each munici-
pality to create its own charter in a
local charter convention; and one
by the state administration, sup-
ported by Senator Hanna, which
would be in the direction of subordi-
nating the cities to state authority.

British polities has experienced a
riffle in the resignation of the pre-
mier, Lord Salisbury. There is no
manifest political significance in
this, such as attaches to the resigna-
tion of & ministry; but under the
surface it is believed that political
considerations were not wholly want-
ing, although personal reasons alone
were assigned. The premier’s resig-
nation was tendered to the king om
the 11th and at once accepted. On
the 12th Arthur J. Balfour, the min-
isterial leader in the Commons, was
sent for by the king and offered the
vacant post. It was understood at
this time that no other changes in
the ministry would occur, but on the
14th Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, the
chancellor of the exchequer, also re-
signed.

Negotiations at Rome with the
Vatican in behalf of the TUnited
States with reference to the friars
(p. ?16), have come to a sudden,
though presumably only a temporary
stop. Instead of making another
proposal, or modifying that already
made, Gov. Taft, acting under im-
mediate instructions from the Pres-
ident, has notified the papal author-
ities that he will leave Rome on the
27th, and that, in view of the inabil-
ity of the pope to accept the Amer-
ican proposals, the American govern-
ment recurs to the suggestion of the
papal commission to make all adjust-
ments through an apostolic delegate
to be sent by the pope to Manila. In
giving this notice Gov. Taft refers to
the absence of many of the {friars

-from their parishes, and says that

they “can only be reinstated by using
material force, which the TUnited
States cannot permit.”

NEWS NOTES,

—Patrick A. Feehan, Roman Catho-
lic archbishop of Chicago, died of
heart failure on the 12th, at the age
of 73.

—Lord Kitchener arrived in London
from South Africa (p. 184) on the
12th and received an enthusiastic wel-
come.

—The coronation of Edward VII.,
postponed on account of the king’s

illness (p. 200), has now been official-
ly set for August 8-12.

—The Chinese government has re-
called Wu Tingfang and replaced
him with Sir Liang Chentung as min-
ister to the United States.

—A terrible explosion of fire damp
on the 10th in a coal mine of the
Cambria Steel company at Johns-
town, Pa., killed over 100 miners.

—The American Philological asso-
ciation closed its annual convention
at Union college, Schenectady, on the
10th. It is to meet next year at New
Haven on the 7th of July.

—The National Federation of
Teachers was organized at Minneap-
olis on the 11th at the session of the
National Educational convention (p.
217), with Margaret Haley, of Chi-
cago, as the first president.

—On the 14th 108 Boer soldiers,
who Lad been prisoners of war in
Bermuda, arrived at New York on
their way to South Africa. They had
elected to pay their own passage
rather than wait for British trans-
ports.

—Formal orders were issued by
Gen. Chaffee on the 11th for termi-
nating military rule in the Philip-
pines (p. 215), and on the 14th he
was ordered home to take command
of the department of the East, Gen.
Davis being left in command of the
troops in the Philippines, this change
to take effect September 30.

—On the 14th the detached bell
tower of St. Mark’s cathedral in Ven-
ice, the tower known as the Cam-
panile, fell with a great crash in a
pile of ruins 100 feet high. The
height of the tower was 327 feet. It
was erected in 888, restored in 1329,
topped with marble in 1417, and
crowned with the statue of an angel
in 1517.

—The court-martial verdict in the
case of Gen. Smith, charged with giv-
ing orders to kill and burn in Samar
(p. 71), was made public at Washing-
ton on the 16th. He was found guilty
by the court-martial and sentenced
to be admonished. The President has
accordingly admonished him and re-
tired him under the law allowing the
President to retire at will officers of
62 years of age.

—The statistics of exports and im-
ports of the United States for the
year ending June 30, 1902, as given
by the June treasury sheet, are as
follows (M. standing for mer-
handise, G. for gold and S. for sil-
ver):

Exports. Imports. Balance.
M ..$1,382,(83,407 $902.911,308 $479,122,069 exp.
G... 48541176 49,349,113 807,938 imp.

49,732,390 28,282,264 21,500,135 exp-

$1,480,306,972 $980,492,676 $499,814.297 exp.
—An edict has been issued by the
Chinese government praviding for
the completion of the Canton-Har-

S..
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kow railroad by the American-China
Development company. The edict au-
thorizes the issue of $40,000,000 in
gold bonds, and removes all obstruc-
tions to the completion of the line.
This is the most valuable railroad
concession ever granted by China.
The main line will be 700 miles long,
and there will be a branch 200 miles
in length.

—The June treasury report of re-
ceipts and expenditures of the Fed-
eral government for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1902, shows the fol-
lowing:

Receipts:
Tariff ......coeee ...$233,189,343 47
Internal revenue... 248,763,784 66
Miscellaneous ..... 31,784,691 8
————$613,727,719 22

Surplus, 1902...........
Surplus, 1901 (vol. iv. p. ... 75,864,
Surplus, 1900 (vol. iii, p. 218).. 80,676,600 23

Accumulated surplus July 1,
1899, to June 30, 1902

PRESS OPINIONR.

OHIO MUNICIPALITIES.

Cleveland Plain Dealer (Dem.), July 11.—
It is self-evident that local self-govern-
ment should be one of the main featuresin
any municipal legislation that may be en-
acted. This principle can be made uni-
versal, so that never in the future any
question may arise as to its being special
legislation. The fact is this is a funda-
mental principle in our American policy of
government.

Chicago Evening Post (Rep.), July 1¢.—
Municipal reformers and advocates of home
rule will be keenly disappointed Iif the
leading cities of Ohlio shall neglect to im-
prove the splendid opportunity now pre-
sented to them to secure a sound, modern,
proper municipal code. . . . Anewlaw,a
generallaw, must nowbe framed and passed
at a special session of the legislature, and
that law might embody the ‘federal plan”
of government which Cleveland has now
had for ten years and found eminently
expedient.

TRUSTS.

Omaha World-Herald (Dem.), July 9.—
The repreentatives of the anthracite-car-
rying rallroads are not the only ones who
do not take seriously the report that the
United States attorney general has been
directed by President Roosevelt to inves-
tigate and report concerning any trust
which supplies the Republican party with
campaign funds.

Dubuque Telegraph-Herald (Dem.), July
1L—There is reason for the administration’s
inactivity. The Republican pearty
is controlled by the trusts and rather than
compel the few coal barons to make con-
cessions by forcing criminal proceedings,
the administration would sacrifice the
peace and happiness of the 150,000 miners,
their families and the thousands indirectly
affected by the strike.

Buffalo Enquirer (ind.) May 27.—If ever
there was an opportunity for the adminis-
tration to prove its sincerity in opposing
trusts, the one now offered by the coal trust
is plain and inviting. The anti-trust law s
being violated; why is it not enforced?

at did President Roosevelt mean when
he said that it “is our right and duty to
gee that great corporations work in har-
mony with our institutions?”’

Farmers Volce and National Rural (ag’l),
July 12.—In its issue of May 13, 1899, just
at the time when trusts were forming by
platoons, regiments and brigades, the
Farmers Voice declared its faith that
“no monopoly can long endure which is
not based upon special privilege in one
form or another.”” This has been proven
a well-founded faith by the failure of many
trusts organized without any special priv-
ilege behind them.

Springfield Republican (ind), July 11
(week]y ed.).—There is no question what-
ever about the existence of an anthracite
coal combination, and yet the boasted anti-
trust feelings of the Washington govern-
ment have so far found no expression in
overt acts. If any trust deserves
to feel the strong hand of the government,
it is that trust which holds possession of
an invaluable and limited store of Nature,
which arbitrarily controls output and
prices, and which then assumes the atti-
tude that it never haganything to arbitrate
and that it is none of the public’s business
what {t does or does not do, no matter how
great the injury to the public may be from
its course of action. But the hand of the
government is held back. It will not, or it
dare not, touch this trust.

MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP.

Buffalo Enquirer (ind.) May 29.—Supt. E.
W. Bemls, of the Cleveland water works, is
making an excellent record as head of that
important branch of the city government.
Prof. Bemis, it will be recalled, was dis-
charged from the University of Chicago
seven or elght years ago because he Der-

sisted in making speeches in favor of mu-

nicipal ownership of public service corpora-
tions. He is now one of Mayor Tom L.
Johnson’s right-hand men and is astonish-
ing the oldtime politicians by the manner
in which he keeps politics out of the water
works. By so doing he is making the best
kind of argument for municipal ownership.

THE BALANCE OF TRADE.

Pittsburgh Press (Ind.), June 16.—The bal-
ance of trade authoritles should keep a
sharp eye on that commercial barometer.
It is indulging in some new fluctuations,
and if they take careful notings of its vari-
ations they may be able to throw some
light on the long-standing puzzle whether
the so-called ‘‘favorable’” balance is as good
a thing as the go-called ‘‘adverse’ balance
for the country. The balance isapparently
turning against us.

THE MONROE DOCTRINE.

Chicago Inter Ocean (Rep.), July 16.—The
Monroe doctrine is rightly named because
James Monroe took the responsibility of
its definite, afirmative enunciation to all
the world, knowing the possible conse-

quences of his act and fearing not to face’

them.

IN CONGRESS.

This report is an abstract of the Ce
Record, the official report of congressional proceeds
ings. It includes all matters of general interest
and closes with the last issue of the Record at hand

ing L0 press. Pu.goreterenoea are to
;"::s%g %L 85?)( that publication.

Record Notes.—Both Houses adjourned
sine die on the 1st, but subsequent Records
contain (p. 806) an appendix to the pro-
ceedings of the 1st, and also the following
speeches:

Senator Elkins (p. 8441) on the annexa-
tion of Cuba; Representatives Southworth
g. 8444), Jones (p. 8497), Goldfagle (p. §487),

ulzer (p. 8485), Cooper (p. $9) and Fin-
ley (p. &24), on civil government in the
Philippines; Representatives Dick (p. 8453),
Gaines (p. 826), and Bristow (p. 827)
on the efficlency of the militia; Represen-
tative Bartlett (p. 8484) on the oleomargar-

ine bill; Serator Allison (p. 807). and
Representative Mann . 8§487) on the
Isthmian canal; Representative Gib-

son (p. 8489) in comparison of Republican
and Democratic parties, and Represer.ta-
tives Gaines (p. 827) on Cuban reciprocity.

MISCELLANY

THE ARSENAL AT SPRINGFIELD.

Mr. Longfellow and his second wife,
during their honeymoon, visited the United
States arsenal at Springfield, Mass., about
half a century ago. The figure of speech in
which the poet speaks of the burnished
arms rising llke a huge organ was sug-
gested by Mrs. Longfellow. The poem was
inspired by Charles Sumner’'s oration,
“The True Grandeur of Nations,” which
was an argument for peace and against
war.

This is the Arsenal. From floor to ceiling,
Like a huge organ, rise the burnished
arms;
But from their silent pipes no anthem peal-
ing
Startles the villages with strange alarms.

Ah, what a sound will rise, how wild and
dreary,
When the death angel touches those
swift keys!
What loud lament and dismal Miserere
Will mingle with theirawful symphonies!

I hear even now the infinite flerce chorus,
The cries of agony, the endless groan,
Which, through the ages that have gone

before us,
In long reverberations reach our own.

On helm and harness rings the Saxon ham-
mer, }
Through Cimbric forest roars the Norse-
man’s song,
And loud, amid the universal clamor,
O'er distant deserts sounds the Tartar
gong.
I hear the Florentine, who from his palace
Wheels out his battle bell with dreadful
din,
And Aztec priests upon their teocallis
Beat the wild war drums made of ser-
pent’s skin.

The tumult of each sacked and burning
village;

“The shout that every prayer for mercy
drowns;

The soldiers’ revels in the midst of pillage;

The wail of famine in beleaguered towns;

The bursting shell, the gateway wrenched
asunder,
The rattling musketry,
blade;
And ever and anon, in tones of thunder,
The diapason of the cannonade.

the clashing

Is it, O man, with such discordant noises,
With such accursed instruments as
these,
Thou drownest nature’s sweet and kindly
volces,
And jarrest the celestial harmonies?

Were half the power that fills the world
with terror,
‘Were half the wealth bestowed on camps
and courts,
Given to redeem the human mind from
error,
There were no need of arsenals or forts.

The warrior's name would bela name ab-
horred!
And every nation, that should lift again
Its hand against a brother, on its forehead
Would wear for evermore the curse of
Cain!

Down the dark future, through long gen-
erations,
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The echoing sounds grow fainter, and
then cease;
And, like e bell, with solemn, sweet vibra-
tions,
I hear once more the voice oY Christ say
“Peace!”

Peace! And no longer from its brazen
portals
The blast of war's great organ shakes
the skles!
But beautiful as songs of the immortals
The holy melodies of love arise.
—Henry W. Longfellow.

A SOURCE OF “UNEARNED INCRE-
MENT.”
Extract from a Private Letter from Lon-

don.

It is very difficult for one to look
around here without seeing the re-
spectable element religiously put-
ting their hands in other people’s
pockets.

For instance: Some smart Ameri-
cans conceived the idea of construct-
ing an underground railway (the
“two-penny tube”) from the Bank
to Shepherds Bush, and making the
fare twopence all the way or same
for any part of the journey. This
meant a saving to me of five pounds
a year. My landlord recently in-
formed me that upon the expiration
of my lease the rent would be ad-
vanced five pounds. How lovely!

Now if we all became so good that
it would not be necessary to employ
police to watch us, and we could dis-
pense with jails, “pubs” and all
other institutions established to
meet the requirements of civilized so-
ciety, what a picnic the landlord
would have. I don’t by any means
advocate the retention of objection-
able places to thwart the greedy ten-
dency of the landlord class, but
would do my utmost to wipe off the
blots and make every place an ideal
spot even if I had to pay Paradise
rates to the landlord, which, there
isn't the slightest doubt I should.
That is the way we (I suppose I can
include myself) are all built.

THE REFORM OF THE CALENDAR.

For The Public.
At the annual dinner of the Benevo-

lent Society of Amalgamated Land-
lords, the president, Mr. Selfmayde
Mann delivered a most eloquent ad-
dress on “Our Rights and Wrongs”
which evoked the heartfelt plaudits of
his hearers. lHe pointed out that the
recent advances in two of the staple
necessaries of life, beef and coal, had
made living very precarious.

“When such advances,” he said, “are
gradual, we are able to protect our-
selves, but when they come as in this

instance without justification or warn-
ing, our calculations are upset and
our interests jeopardized.

“It has occupied much of my
thought for days past, to figure out
how we can recoup ourselves and I
have come to the conclusion that it
can only be done by undoing the crime
of 55 B. C. My friends, we have been
the unconscious victims of a fraud
running back to the time of Julius
Caesar. I refer as youwill at once per-
ceive to the fraudulent calendar under
which we are now living. Most of us
are aware that there are 52 weeks in
the year and that there are supposed
to be four weeks in each month. Yet
in the face of these undeniable mathe-
matical facts, we only have 12 months
in each year. I have been unable to
determine who is responsible for this
reprehensible anomaly, but it was
doubtless some crafty tenant of
Caesarean days, who hoodwinked the
immortal Julius, in order to get 13
months’ accommodation for 12 months’
rent.

“Words fail me, when I think of the
billions of dollars due by tenants of
the United States to their landlords;
even since the foundation of this re-
public. Ido not know that any of this
gigantic sum is recoverable. In justice
to its most valuable citizens, the gov-
ernment ought to do something. If
the people cannot buy beef they can
eat mutton or become vegetarians; if
they cannot purchase coal, they can
burn wood or go south; but if we did
not furnish them land, what would
they do? (Sensation.)

“I believe therefore that a commit-
tee should be appointed to draft a
bill, for introduction into the next
Congress, to reform the calendar by
the introduction of a new month to
be known as Primary, which would
precede the month which now mas-
querades as the first division of the
year. In this way, even if we cannot
recover our past losses, we can prevent
future frauds and incidentally increase
our incomes sufficiently to withstand
the onslaught of the trusts.

JOHN J. MURPHY.

A GENTLEMAN IN RAGS.

She was looking for Hull house, and
had left the car at the wrong street.
It was growing late in the afternoon,
and when she realized her mistake she
was alarmed, for, as anybody wtho has
been over on Halsted street after
nightfall knows, the locality is not one
which gives confidence to a timid wom-
an, and especially one who believes she
has lost her way.

Down the street toward her reeled a

drunken man. She trembled when she
saw him, and looked around for some
sort of protection. A neighboring
doorway was the most inviting thing
in sight, and into this she edged and
waited breathlessly until the man had
staggered by and was well out
of sight. Stepping out again, she
encountered a little street urchin, rag-
ged and dirty, but apparently harm-
less.

“Are there no policemen around
here?” she asked of him, in a fright-
ened tone.

“Yes,” he answered, and then added,
sarcastically, “when you don’t want
’em.,’

“That's too bad,” the woman said.
“I don’t know what I shall do. I
wonder, little boy,” she ventured, “if
youcould direct meto the Hullhouse?”

“Sure Mike,” he said. “Come right
along with me,” he added, with a con-
fidence that would do credit to a full-
grown man..

“Oh, you needn’t go with me. Ifyou
will tell me which way to go and how
far it is, I can get there all right.”

“It’s only a block,” he answered,
“and I'd just as soon take you there
as not. 'Sides, this ain’t a very good
neighborhood for ladies to be loose
in.”

They walked along, chatting togeth-
er, ‘she asking him questions about
himself, which pleased him, and he an-
swered them with a frankness; and
keenness which astounded her. When
they reached the corner he tipped his
hat politely, and, wishing her a gdod
evening, started away. She called
him back.

“Here is a dime for your trouble,”
she said, as she handed him a piece of
money.

“I don’t want that,” he said, in a
disgusted tone as he drew away from
her. ‘“Gee whiz, don’t you think we
have some gents out here who can
show a lady around without beir’ paid
fer it?”—Chicago Evening Post.

A FEW FACTS ABOUT FINLAND.
From an article by Henry Norman, M. P.,

| published in Scribner's Magazine for June,

1901,

The Finn has an enthusiastic ad-
miration for the capital of his coun-
try, which could be pathetic if it had
not so good a basis of justification.
Indeed, I doubt if any of the capi-
ltals of the world which count their
age by centuries and their inhabit-
ants by millions, evoke such a patri-
otic appreciation as this little place
of 85,000 people which only began to
exist in its present form within the
lifetime of some now living. In cer



The Public

235

tain respects I have never seen any
city like it. It appears to have no
slums, no rookeries, no tumble-down
dwellings of the poor, no criminal
quarter, no dirt. I did not specially
eearch for those things, but I wan-
dered about a gool deal during a
week’s stay, and did not see them.
And I could not find them from the
top of Observatory hill with a field-
glass. Down the center of the city
runs the wide Esplanade, all gar-
dens and trees, with fine houses
upon one side, and a truly metro-
politan range of shops and hotels
upon the other. Forty years
ago Helsingfors had only 20,000 in-
habitants, to-day it has more than
four times that number, and as I
have already remarked I know: of
no capital city in the world which
surpasses it in order, cleanliness,
convenience and all the externals of
modern civilization. The streets are
perfectly kept, little electric cars,
models of their kind, furnish rapid
and comfortable transport to all
parts; education in all branches of
knowledge, for both sexes, offers
every theoretical and material op-
portunity; the post office, to take
one example of government, is the
best arranged—not the biggest, of
course—I have ever seen, our post
offices in the great provincial towns
of England, where the whole of Hel-
singfors would be but a parish, be-
ing but barns in comparison; and on
the table in my sitting-room at the
Hotel Kamp was a telephone by
which I could converse with all
parts of Finland! All these things
are the signs of good citizenship, the
more to be admired as it has grown
upon no rich soil of unlimited natur-
al resources and vast easily acquired
wealth, but has been cultivated, like
the Spartan virtues of original New
England, in the crevices of the
rocks.

I have spoken of education in Fin-
land, and this is as good a point as
any at which to give the striking par-
ticulars of it. It is a land of schools.
Except upon the eastern fromtier,
where the people are still backward,
everybody can read and write. The
total population in 1890 was 2,380,000,
and so far as I can calculate, no few-
er than 540,412 souls attend school.
That ds, out of every 100 of the en-
tire population, something like 23 are
actually at school. This seems an ex-
traordinary record, taking all things
into consideration. . . .

I find'in my note-books a number

of other figures about Finland, some
of them eloquent comcerning the na-
tional character and achievement.
We hardly realize what a little peo-
ple it is until we see the fact in
numerals. Twice the whole popula-
tion would still be 500,000 short of
filling London. Including the capital,
there are only three towns larger
than Viborg, which has only 24,569
inhabitants. In the whole country
there are only 37 “towns.” There are
but 461 Roman Catholics in Finland,
and only 45,000 members of the Rus-
sian Orthodox church, and these al-
most all on the eastern frontier ad-
joining Russia. Of 2,380,140 inhabit-
ants at the census of 1890, no fewer
than 2,334,547 were Lutherans.

The public debt is 112,000,000 francs,
and every penny of this has been in-
curred for construction of railroads,
of which there are 1,094 miles belong-
ing to the state, and 112 miles of pri-
vate companies. There are 174 sav-
ings banks—six to a town, and it
must be remembered that many of
these “towns” are what we should
call villages. . . .

There remains to speak of the one
matter of vital importance—the ques-
tion which keeps the little northern
land in the world’s eye. I refer to
the relations between the grand
duchy and the Russian empire.

At present, as everybody knows,
these are almost the worst possible.
Twice within the last few months I
have seen a capital where every wom-
an was in black. One was London,
where the people were mourning
their dead queen; the other was
Helsingfors, where people mourned
their lost liberty. Every woman in
Helsingfors bore the black symbols
of personal woe. But personal pro-
test went much farther than this.
When Gen. Bobrikoff, the Russian
governor general, who was sent to
carry out the new regime, took his
walks abroad, every Finn who saw
him coming crossed to the other side
of the street. When he patronized a
concert for some charitable purpose,
the Finns bought all the tickets, but
not a single one of them attended.
The hotels refused apartments to one
of the Finnish senators who support-
ed the Russian proposals. By the in-
discretion of a porter he secured
rooms at one of the principal hotels
and refused to leave. Therefore the
hotel was boycotted and it is tem-
porarily ruined. The Russian authori-
ties, intending to make the Russian
language compulsory in all govern-
ment departments, invited several

young Finnish functionaries to St.
Petersburg to learn Russian under
very advantageous conditions and
with every prospect of official promo-
tion. When the language ordinance
was published and these Finns saw
why they were desired to learn Rus-
sian, they immediately resigned. The
Russians took charge of the postal
system of Finland and abolished the
Finnish stamps. Thereupon the
Finns issued a “mourning stamp,” all
black except the red arms of Finland
and the name of the country in Fin-
nish and Swedish, and stuck it beside
the Russian stamps on their letters.
The Russians retorted by strictly for-
bidding its sale and destroying all let-
ters which bore it. Now it is one of
the curiosities of philately. So the
wretched struggle goes om, and the
young Finn turns his eyes and often
his eteps toward the United States
and Canada.

“LOBSTERS” I HAVE MET.
For The Public.

There ‘were five of us. We were all
traveling men. e had just had sup-
per, and were seated in the office of
the little cottage hotel at Fulton.
We haa nothing to do till train time,
which was more than an hour away.
Thinking a political discussion might
be profitable I started it with the
observation that it would be pretty
nice if we could all be kept busy sell-
ing goods till train time. The others
agreed that “that would help some.”

It seemed to me that if the people
were possessed of sufficient means to
satisfy their desires we should all
be busy at that moment taking or-
ders. After a little argument most
of the others agreed with me.

The only objection was made by a
“guy” who was with a hardware
concern. He contended that the peo-
ple would have money enough if they
didn’t spend so much of it for liquor.
We happened to have a man with us
who was traveling for a liquor house
and he wanted to know how it was,
if so much money was spent for
liquor, that he wasn't doing more
business. Some one sug,ested that
perhaps he didn’t have good goods,
whereupon the liquor man *“pro-
duced” and we all agreed that he was
carrying “fine drinkin’ liquor.” The
hardware man was forced to aban-
don his position, on the evidence, and
the discussion continued.

It was agreed that the people had
the desires all right but were unable
to satisfy them. The next step had
to do with their employment. Either
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the people are fully employed and
cannot produce enough, or they are
not fully employed and for that rea-
son do not produce enough. If they
are producing enough so much of it
is taken from them without recom-
pense that enough does not remain
to enable them to satisfy their de-
sires.

Now it was a *“cinch” that we were
on the right track and we set to
work locating the trouble. And what
a discussion we did have! The hard-
ware man was always ringing in
some new issue, and a fellow who
was traveling for a grocery house
was forever getting mixed up with
him. I had a hard struggle keeping
the party to the subject. It was
easy enough to agree that the peo-
ple could produce enough if they
were fully employed. We went over
the ground carefully and finally
agreed that our system of land ten-
ure was at fault. It enabled peo-
ple to hold valuable land idle which
others desired to use. That Iles-
sened the opportunities for employ-
ment to such an extent that peo-
ple were bidding against each other
for the mere opportunity to work.
That in turn resulted in low wages,
and proportionately small purchasing
power, for the great mass of the
people. All this was agreed to in the
discussion.

It was getting on towards train
time and I opened up my grip and
handed each man a copy of “The
Land Question” by Henry George.
As I did so I remarked that I hoped
they were sufficiently interested to
pursue the subject farther. Much to
my surprise the hardware man
handed me back the booklet with the
remark that he didn't “take any
stock in that sort of doctrine.”

I called his attention to the fact
that he had agreed with us in the
discussion and that we had indorsed
the proposition of Henry George. He
declared he didn’t know it at the
time or he wouldn’t have agreed.
He had read all of George’s works
and was sure there was nothing in
the argument.

“George has written eight books,”
I said; ‘“do you mean to say that
you have read them all?”

“Yes, sir. Every one of them. Read
them years ago, and I tell you, sir,
they ain’t fit reading for any man
to spend his time on.” He said this
with much emphasis. In fact it
séemed to me that he talked like a
man who had just been up against an

aqua fortis cocktail, he seemed to

burn so.
resolved to test-his veracity.
continued:

“I expect you can tell us in a few
words what it is that George pro-
poses to do?”

“I could if I wanted to, certainly,
but I don’t care to discuss such non-
sense.” He was becoming impatient
and the others smiled incredulously.
I pressed him farther.

“Do you remember what his defini-
tion of rent is?”

“Well, no, not exactly—that is T
can’t give it to you in his words.”

“Well, approximately. What do you
understand it to be?”

“Well, I don’t think my memory
serves me well enough to give even
the gist of it now.” He was begin-
ning to see his “finish” and appeared
very restless.

“Do you recall his definition of
wealth?”

“No, I can’t say that I do at just
this moment.” We all wanted to
laugh, but we didn't let omn.

“How about capital, you surely
must remember how he defines cap-
ital?”

“No, I can’t just remember now
how he did define those different
things; it’s nearly ten years ago
since I read his books.” He fidgeted
about a little and everyone else
seemed to be moving nearer or
farther away according to his nerve.
We wondered how it was all going
to end.

“As a matter of fact then you are
not much better off than you would
be if you never had read any of
them?” The liquor man laughed out
loud and the others, with the excep-
tion of the hardware man, joined in.
The hardware man looked dangerous
as he replied to my question.

“I hope you ain’t insinuating that I
never did read them,” he asked, with
some show of feeling.

“Oh dear, no,” I replied with per-
fect calmness. “I wouldn’t be so
rude as to doubt your word. You
say you have read all of George's
works?”

“Yes, sir; every one of them,” he
answered, pounding the arm of his
chair with his fist as he did so.

I was now thoroughly satisfied that
he was a “piker,” and I resolved to
ask him about George’s books and
fake the titles on him. Again I con-
tinued:

“Did you read his ‘Good Times?'”

I was very suspicious and
So I

“Yes, sir; read it over ten years
ago.”

“How about his ‘Married Men’ and
‘Farm Life’ and ‘City Topics?’ Did
you read all of those, too?”

“Every one of them.”

The thought of Henry George writ-
ing books with such outlandish titles
as these almost made me laugh, but
I kept my sober look and continued
again for ome last shot: “Do you
recall the names of any other of his
books that you read?”

“No, I can’t say that I do! it’s so
long ago since I read them.”

“You probably have read his mas-
terpiece ‘Twenty Thousand Years
Later?'”

“Oh, yes, certainly; every one has
read that.”

That settled it. I reached for a
copy of the “Land Question” and
showed him on the cover a list of the

books that George did write. The
others read it also. At first they
grinned, then they laughed, then

yelled—all except the hardware man.
He looked like 30 cents in Chinese
money and seemed to have a head-
ache.

M. J. FOYER.

SINCERITY IN POLITICS.

The following editorial in “Why,” thelit-
tle but ably edited cosmopolitan magazine
which is published.at Cedar Rapids, Ia., in-
troduces a statesman’s letter now of na-
tional interest.

One of the most conspicuous of the
public men in the United States to-
day is Tom L. Johnson, the Demo-
cratic mayor of Cleveland, O.,a Repub-
lican city. Something of his remark-
ably successful political career is al-
ready known by every newspaper
reader. His campaign for the mayor-
alty of Cleveland was particularly
notable from the fact that it was

‘won in spite of the almost unlimited

use of money against him by his op-
ponents and the united opposition of
all the Cleveland newspapers except
one, while on the other hand no
money was used in Johnson’s cam-
paign, he having declared that if the
issues upon which the contest was
made were not enough to elect him
money should not, and the appeal
was made to the intelligence and con-
science of the people. Mr. Johnson's
well-known incorruptibility and de
votion to principle which made him &
zealous champion of such measures
as would insure freedom and equal-
ity of opportunity to every individ-
val, and a tireless and almost in-
vincible opponent of those who
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would give greater power and addi-
tional privileges to the class that
is now with the aid of government
absorbing the wealth produced by
labor, and at the same time forcing
upon their victims through unjust
taxation the support of the govern-
ment that fails to protect them
against robbery, is the foundation of
his political strength. And yet John-
son’s sincerity and energetic warfare
upon special privilege are not alone
enough to make a man invincible;
a foundation is only the beginning of
a structure. Tom L. Johnson has
raised a magnificent superstructure
on that foundation. He perceives
the wrong and enters actively and
courageously into the work of over-
coming it. He knows the remedy
and asks for authority to apply it.
This is the only object he has im
view when seeking office, and were
it not for that reason nothing could
tempt him away from peaceful pri-
vate life.

But the people have faith in Tom
Johnson, and they have faith in the
policy he would enforce. It is con-
templation of this fact that cheers
the heart of the single taxer and re-
vives the hope that sometimes falters,
for Tom L. Johnson’s inspiration
came from Henry George. Is it this
that makes him seemingly invincible?
His defeats are only temporary and
the efforts of his enemies to van-
quish him will only end in deep and
crushing humiliation to themselves.

An incident in Johnson’s political
career which happened almost ten
years ago when he was in Congress
will be remembered by many who
were interested in his work. A
Cleveland firm of cloak manufactur-
ers appealed to him through their
employes to vote for an increased
duty on imported garments, and in
reply to that appeal he wrote a let-
ter that reveals something of the
man’s unflinching courage and at the
same time presents some very whole-
some thoughts for the reader's con-
sideration. The letter was made a
part of the Congressional Record and
is as follows:

“I have received your communica-
tion and that from Messrs. Landes-
man, Hirschmeyer & Co., to which
you refer, asking me to vote against
the Wilson tariff bill, unless it is
amended by adding to the duty of 45
per cent. ad valorem, on cloaks, as
it proposes, an additional duty of
491, cents per pound.

“I shall do nothing of the kind. My
Objection to the Wilson bill is not

that its duties are too low, but that
they are too high. I will do all I
can to cut its duties down, and I will
strenuously oppose putting them up.
You ask me to vote to make cloaks
artificially dear. How can I do that
without making it harder for those
who need cloaks to get cloaks? Even
if this would benefit you, would it
not injure others? There are many
cloak makers in Cleveland, it is true,
but they are few as compared with
the cloak users. Would you consider
me an honest representative if I
would thus consent to injure the
many for the benefit of the few,
even though the few in this case
were yourselves?

“And you ask me to demand in ad-
dition to a monstrous advaloremduty
of 45 per cent. a still more monstrous
weight duty of 491, cents a pound
—a weight duty that will make the
poorest sewing girl pay as much tax
on her cheap shoddy cloak as Mrs.
Astor or Mrs. Vanderbilt would be
called on to pay on a cloak of the
finest velvets and embroideries! Do
you really want me to vote to thus
put the burden of taxation on the
poor, while letting the rich escape?
Whether you want me to or not, I
will not do it.

“That, as your employers say, a
serviceable cloak can be bought in
Berlin for $1.20 affords no reason in
my mind for keeping up the tariff.
On the contrary, it is the strongest
reason for abolishing it altogether.
There are lots of women in this
country who would be rejoiced to get
cloaks so cheaply; lots of women
who must now pinch and strain to
get a cloak; lots of women who can-
not now afford to buy cloaks, and
must wear old or cast-off garments
or shiver with cold. Is it not com-
mon justice that we should abolish
every tax that makes it harder for
them to clothe themselves?

“No; I will do nothing to keep up
duties. I will do everything I can
to cut them down. I do not believe
in taxing one citizen for the purpose
of enriching another citizen. You
elected me on my declaration that I
was opposed to protection, believing
it but a scheme for enabling the few
to rob the many, and that I was op-
posed even to a tariff for revenue,
believing that the only just way of
raising revenues is by the single tax
upon land values. So long as I con-
tinue to represent you in Congress I
shall act on the principle of equal
rights to all and special privileges to
none. Whenever I can abolish any

of the taxes that are now levied on
labor or the products of labor I will
do it, and where I cannot abolish I
will do my best to reduce. When
you get tired of that you can elect
someone in my place who suits you
better. If you want duties kept up,
you may get an honest protectionist
who will serve you; you canot get
such service from an honest free
trader.

“But I believe that you hav%® only
to think of the matter to see that in
adhering to principle I will be act-
ing for the best interests of all work-
ing men and women, yourselves
among the number. This demand for
protective duties for the benefit of
the American workingman is the
veriest sham. You cannot protect
labor by putting import duties on
goods. Protection makes it harder
for the masses to live. It may in-
crease the profits of favored capital-
ists; it may build up trusts and
create great fortunmes, but it cannot
raise wages. You know for your-
selves that what your employers pay
you in wages does not depend on
what any tariff may enable them to
make, but on what they can get oth-
ers to take your places for.

‘“You have to stand the competition
of the labor market. Why, then,
should you try to shut yourselves
out from the advantages that the
competition of the goods market
should give to you? It is not pro-
tection that makes wages higher
here than in Germany. They were
higher here before we had any pro-
tection, and in the saturnalia of pro-
tection that has reigned here for
some years past you have seen wages
go down, until the country is now
crowded with tramps and hundreds
of thousands of men are now
supported by charity. What made
wages higher here than in Germany
is the freer access to land, the nat-
ural means of all production, and as
that is closed up- and monopoly sets
in wages must decline. What labor
needs is nmot protection, but justice:;
not legalized restrictions which per-
mit one set of men to tax their fel-
lows, but the free opportunity to all
for the exertion of their own pow-
ers. The real struggle for the rights
of labor and for those fair wages
that consist in the full earnings of
the laborer is the struggle for free-
dom and against monopolies and re-
strictions. In the effort to cut down
protection this struggle is timidly
beginning. I shall support the Wil-
son bill with all my ability and all
my strength.”
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THE COMING BUSINESS DEPRES-
SION. °
Extracts from a paper on “The Next
Depression in America,” from the pen of
Henry George, Jr., in the Westminstew Re-
view for May, 1902.

Consider one of our depressions
somewhat carefully—that of 1837.
Land speculation was what
piled the load on the camel; the cur-
rency circular was the straw that
finally broke its back. Similar ex-
amination of the facts will show that
land speculation was the main fac-
tor in the succeeding crises of 1857,
1873, 1884 and 1893—that tariff
changes, currency changes or mere
fear of currency changes was in this
or that instance the fatal last straw.
But admitting that this may have
been at the bottom of the five crises
named, . . . in what way does
this kind of speculation differ from
other forms of speculation?

It differs from other forms of spec-
ulation and it is persistent in its op-
eration because it attaches to one of
the three fundamental factors in gen-
eral production, these three factors
being—Iland, labor and capital. Land
is at once the resting-place and the
storehouse of all mankind. It is as
necessary to the existence of human
beings as is the air. Build a railroad,
start a steamboat or steamship lins,
cut a canal, spread telegraph or tele-
phone wires, erect houses, clear away
timber, break ground, drain a marsk,
sink a shaft, construct an aqueduct,
displace cobble stones with asphalt
pavement, introduce electric lighting,
lay out public parks, add to the con-
venience or the beauty of a locality,
introduce labor-saving machinery, de-
velop new methods—and land, the
land of that vicinity, whether the vi-
cinity be extended or contracted, is
benefited. If there is advancement in
all directions—that is to say, if there
is general progress—so much the
more is land benefited in price. Let
a municipality lay out a street; let
a Carnegie establish and endow a
great concert hall or college or
library; let the county authorities
build a filne public highroad; let few
or many individuals pierce a new
country with a steam highway—and
land in the mneighborhood, be its
realm wide or narrow, is bettered in
price. Considered as a mere location.
and irrespective of any improve-
ments, irrespective of any labor of
whatever kind upon it, the market
price of a piece of land tends to ad-
vance with social growth and social
improvement about it; tends to keep
step with the increase of population

and the development of civilized
ways. The economic value of land—
that is, of land considered as bare—
depending upon environment, the
selling price mounts in anticipation
of improved environment. This an-
ticipation becomes a speculation
Quantities of land at once available
for primary uses are valued at their
possible future availability for high-
er uses; that is to say, the selling
price is based not upon its present,
but upon its prospective advantages.
This anticipated value in effect dis
counts the future. It leaps beyond
present conditions to what is prom-
ised in time to come. And since all
present activity quickens expectation,
speculation as to the benefits to be
at some future time conferred upon
a locality increases with the growth
or evén persistence of present pros-
perity. Present “good times” will
send hope forward with leaps and
bounds, and land will now sell for a
considerable part of what it is
thought it will be worth in the still
greater “good times” to come.

This is what occurs to more or less
extent in all seasons of prosperity
and its operation becomes the more
marked as such prosperity becomes
broad and general; as it matures and
intensifies. Speculation sends the
price of land up according to the ex-
tent, strength and duration of the
prosperity era. Continuing to rike
in anticipation of the still larger
value to spring from the greater
prosperity that mounting hope prom-
ises, the price of land overtakes and
outstrips the present state of ma-
terial progress. The price that labor
and capital must give to engage pro-
ductively with land becomes too
great to encourage them to remain
active. Land gets too much of the
fruits of production; labor and capi-
tal, too little—distinguishing capital
from monopoly of course. Labor and
oapital, therefore, stop producing; the
more abruptly if some extra burden
is suddenly thrown upon them, such
as increased taxes of any kind or a
changed currency. . . .

Now if the main cause of industrial
‘crises in the United States i® to be
found in land speculation, what signis
there of that kind of speculation over-
taking our present extraordinary
“business prosperity”? One’s eyes
naturally first turn for answer to the
money center of the continent—New
York. .. Thereatfirstglanceappear
no evidences of serious land specula-
tion. But looking closer rents as a
whole seem to be advancing. . .

Then, too, . . through the con-
struction of the time-and-distance-de-
stroying electric roads, which have
made a sudden spring into ‘existence,
land value has rigen tremendously in
new urban and suburban districts. . . .
There has also been a considerable rise-
in the value of farms of New York

state What is true of New
York is true to more or less
extent of most of the eastern

states. Land as a whole is appre-
ciating faster than the ratio of popula-
tion. But for obvious and extensive
speculation we mustlook to the middle
west. . . A recemt report says thata
few yearsagotherewasbutlittle farm
land in Illinois valued at higher than
$50 or $75 an acre, whereas a farm in
Kankakee county has recently been
sold at $112.50 an acre, and another at
$120 an acre. At Roanoak, Woodford
county, a farm of 160 acres has just
been transferred for $150 an acre, and
$140 an acre has been refused for a
farm of 240 acres lying between Kappa
and El Paso. The Champaign Gazette
reports a 160-acre farm near Ellsworth
selling for $130.50 an acre. All these
farms have but moderate improve-
ments, and they indicate the rise of
prices all over Illinois. ... A direct

report from South Dakota says that

“land sales have during the past year

been enormous,” and that “prices

have advanced from 25 to 100 percent.”

Similar reports come from southern

Minnesota, Nebraska, northern Mis-

souri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Indian Ter-

ritory, and Texas. Eastern money is

pouring in for investment—largely iz

mortgages—so that is another way in

which the east will suffer when the

“slump” shall come. )

Yet serious as this state of things
may appear, it does not include a form
of land speculation now involving many
parts of the country, chiefly the large
money centers and notably New York.
This is embodied in the concentration
or “trust” movement. Take steam rail-
roads and steel making as two of
the many types of this kind of specula-
tion. . .

Now what is the first important ele-
ment in a railroad? The land. It is
set apart for transportation purposes;
land devoted to a steam highway; land
commonly spoken of as a “right of
way.” This land mounts in value with
increasing traffic, and consequently
increasing toll, or with the expectancy
of such, so that speculationinrailroad
stocks and bonds is a very important
kind of land speculation.

Turn to the enormous steel-making
consolidation—the United States Steel
corporation. Itspresident, Mr Charles
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M. Schwab, practically admitted, when
cited before the United States indus-
trial commission, that the plantsof its
constituent companies could be repro-
duced for the corporation’s bonds
($304,000,000), and that its stock, pre-
ferred and common, aggregating
$1,100,000,000 par value, was based on
a land speculation—to wit, on the cor-
poration’s coal and ore supplies, his
claim being thatit had an absolute mo-
nopoly of the Connellsville coal fields
of 60,000 acres, making the best coke
in the world, and that it had “in sight”
in the northwest 500,000,000 tons of the
best steel-making ore to be found in
the country. These mineral lands, he
thought, gave more than sufficient
basis for the Steel corporation’s pro-
digious capitalization, and it is upon
that kind of foundation that the com-
pany’s stock is now being placed upon
the market. What is thisbuta colossal
capitalised land speculation—a spec-
ulation founded upon the assumption
that the present extraordinary demand
for steel and steel products will con-
tinue? Whatif this demand should not
continue?

When one realizes that practically
the same few hands controlling this
steel operation control the centraliz-
ing railroeds, the supply of copper, of
petroleum, of linseed oil, of anthra-
cite and bituminous coal, of saltand of
borax, and that they have great bank-
ing facilities scattered over the coun-
try—one estimate for New York alone
being 85 per cent. of the aggregate de-
posits of the banks there—for financ-
ing their enterprises, we get some sug-
gestion of the stupendous speculation
involved. The public is investing in
these trust securities not at the price
of the old constituent companies, but
at “watered” and vastly higher price.
These combinations in turn are put-
ting up the price of their products,that
unquestionable authority, Dun’s Re-
view, for January 7, showing an in-
crease of 40 per cent. in the price of
350 typical commodities within less
than five years. High prices must
sooner or later shorten demand, when,
of course the trust revenue must
shrink and with it the value of trust
stocks.

Here, then, is another and tremen-
dous form of land speculation in full
progress, with this difference from the
speculation in city lots and farms,

that the latter is slow to start and slow
to stop; whereas, with its Wall street
Pprinces of speculation who have access
to every channel of information, this
steel trust—and the other great combi-
nations are like it—is as sensitive to
tpeculative conditions as a barometer

is to those of theatmosphere. The trust
managers are first to read indications
of advantage and first to see the sign
of warning, and where trusts are op-
erating under conditions of general
prosperity, as at present, these man-
agers will probably ‘“discount” the
business boom and be prepared for a
downward stock market long before
the mass of the people realize that the
summit has been reached and a decline
is imminent. Nothing is so timid as
money, and any one of scores of ap-
prehended dangers or accidents may
shiver confidence and chill credit.
Some speculators will immediately
sell their securities. That will start
others, and then, if the other forms of
land speculation have reached their
limit, the deluge.

SONG OF THE CAPTAIN OF INDUS-
TRY.

When I was a lad I managed to squirm

In as office boy for a brokerage firm;

I cleaned the rug and the cuspidor,

And at last bought and sold things on the
floor—

I pushed along so successfullee

That now I am a captain of industree.

I watched the ticker and I took a chance,
Now and then, on a siump or a sharp ad-

vance;

Things happened somehow to turn my
way,

And I bought out the brokerage firm one
day—

Then I was the firm and the firm wasme,
I'd become a captain of industree,

I watched my chance and I gobbled blocks

Of what I knew to be gilt-edged stocks—

I gobbled stocks wherever I could

And wrecked roads wherg it would do me
good;

The money came rolling in to me,

And =0 I'm a captain of industree.

I've a marble shack on the avenue,

And a brownstone cottage at Newport, too,

I've a splendid yacht and a private car,

And my fame’'s wherever the railroads
are—

I have pulled the strings so successfullee

That now I'm a captain of industree.

I have dined where a prince sat down to
dine,

And few have wads that are bigger than
mine;

I possess two hundred milldon plunks;

When I travel I take along eighty trunks—

Oh, I tell you what, it is great to be

A glorious captain of industree.

—Chicago Record-Herald.

“You are charged with burglary.
The complaining witness says you
broke into his house and forcibly
possessed yourself of all his money
and valuables. What have you to
say?”

“I admit all he charges, your hon-
or, but the next morning after rob-
bing kim I spent the money for

books and gave some of them to his
children.”

Courts are great on following pre-
cedent, therefore the judge felt im-
pelled to discharge the prisoner and
fine the complaining witness for con-
tempt.—The Commoner.

He that dies shall not die lonely,

Many an one hath gone before;

He that lives shall bear no burden

Heavier than the life they bore.
—Wm. Morris.

BOOK NOTIOCES.

PROF. ABBOTT'S “ROMAN POLITICAL
INSTITUTIONS.”

This book by Prof. F. F. Abbott, of the
University of Chicago, published by Ginn
& Co., is primarily intended foil use as a
text-book in colleges, but it is worthy of a
place in the library of all who are interested
in historical reading. It is well that the
publishers have taken pains to present it
in an attractive binding, suitable for the li-
brary itself as well as for the classroom.

In spite of the many points of difference,
American history finds its most instructive
parallels in the history of Rome. Material
for modern comparison can be found in
every period of Roman history. Especially
is this true of the century between the
final overthrow of Carthage in 146 B. C., and
the murder of Caesar in 44 B.C. Itisareal
satisfaction, therefore, to have a book
which deals with thisimportant epoch with
clearness of statement and with insight into
the soclal problems of the times. Prof. Ab-
bott’s brief work has both these virtues,
and it can be highly recommendead as a com-
panion volume to any general history of the
Republic or Empire.

Itg treatment of & particular epoch was
mentioned because the treatment of the
history of that time may be taken as a
touchetone of the writer's conception of all
history. In that period the same widetMng
of the breach was going on between the
masses and the privileged classes, as we see
in America to-day. Prof. Abbott enumer-
ates very clearly the causes of the breach,
giving due prominence to the concentration
of the land of Italy into the hands of rich
Romans who lived in the city.

The arrangement of the book is excellent.
Each of the three periods—Monarchical, Re-
publican, Imperial—is dealt with in two
ways: First, historically; secondly, with a
description of the political institutions of
the time. The index Is quite inadequate.
For example, the important headings, Tax-
ation and Revenue, do not appear.

It is a pity thdl a book so clear and cor-
rect as this should lack the distinction of
style. It seems inevitable that books writ-
ten for the purpose of being text-books
should be ipso facto dull and colorless. I
know of but one historical text-book that
has life and spirit—John Fiske's School
History of the United States. If;Fiske had
become & teacher, perbaps his book would
be like the others. Teachers, for some mys-
terious reason, seem to think it necessary
to make text-books as stiff and stilted as
possible, To break the ice it would be a good
idea for some enterprising publisher to en-
gage Edmund C. Stedman to get out a series
of Arithmetics and Mark Twain an English

Grammar.
.J. H. DILLARD.

The third edition, that for 1902, of Moody's
Manual of Corporation Securities, has just
appeared. It is larger than the previous
editions, and much more comprehensive.
This Manual is intended for the informa-
tion of investors and business men inter-
ested as such directly in financial affairs.
But it bristles with information of excep-
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AN ABSURD MISTAKE.

™= The Giants—Ho, ho! we’ve got you
Fourth, hey?

Roosevelt—Gentlemen, here’s the
for the grand stand. Denounce you
the Republican nomination ?

? Com

me, come, friends—don’t you know I'm after

now! Denouncing us at Pittsburg on the
h; read it and you'll see it was a pure bluff

tional value to students of economic and
civic conditions. It contains data regard-
ing practically all of the ‘trusts,” and
one of its revelations of general interest
is a list of municipal lighting plants, which
shows that over 300 American towns and
cities do their own gad and electric light-
ing. There are 2,239 pages to the Manual,
which is published by John Moody & Co.,
35 Nassau street, New York, for $7.50.

PERIODICALS.

—Mr. Howells has a very appreciative as
well as discrimirating word about Dickens
in the easy chair of the July{Harper. “His
black was very black, his white was very
white, and all his colors were primitive, but
he painted an image of life which was not
wholly untrue, though it was so largely
unlike.” This is a true bit of criticism; and
so is the following, which points out truly
Dickens’ greatest value: *“His work made
always for equality, for fraternity, and if
he sentimentalized the world, he also in
equal measure democratized it. We fancy
it was the instinctive and often unconscious
democracy of Dickens which did much to
endear hilm to Americans, whom other-
wise he took little pains to endear himself
to; and we could wish him back in his old
influence for that reason if for no other, at
a time when our earlier and nobler ideals
of nationality seem to be endangered as
at present.” In the same number there is
a short poem, ‘‘The Old Home,” which is
a refreshing contrast, in simplicity and un-
strained art, to the prevailing run of maga-
zine poetry. Even Wordsworth might have
a}}%roved this verse:

“The garden's myriad cups of bloom

His withered heart with fragrance flood;
Barn pigeons, cooln% lull to rest

The unrest of his blood.”

J.H.D.

In the July North American Review, Mr.
John Handiboe writes of *“Strikes and the
Public  Welfare,”” holding, as we have
heard before, that the public has rights
which both labor and capital ought to be
bound to respect. He Is In favor of com-
pulsory arbitration, and sees that for this
end labor unions must be incorporated.
He does not tell us how labor unions are
to be induced to become incorporated, “‘a
step,” he confesses, *to which they have

no inclination.” In the same number Mr.

. W. Hazeltine writes of Mr. Carnegile’s
book, ‘“The Empire of Business,” in a high-
lialaudatory vein, and says ofj the author
that ‘“Among the lovers of mankind his
preeminence Is undisputed.” The writer
probably does not consider certain grimy
‘hands’” in Pennsylvanda, who have bullt
libraries which they use not. as' coming
within the category of mankind. After
reading such an article one feels like ask-
ing once more the question: *‘“Who is the
better lover of mankind, he who piles up
wealth, however sk:llltuhy and honestly,
bg' monopoly and the labor of others, and
then distributes it, however liberally, ac-
cording to his will and desire of fame; or
he who uses his ability to champlon con-
ditions that will bning to the laborers a
better distribution of the wealth which the
caﬁltallst and they together produce’”?
‘Which, for example, of the two California
workers was the better lover of mankird,
{{,elaDnd Stanford or Henry George?—J.

The Public

1s a weekly review which prints in concise and plata
terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial
bias, all the news of the world of historical value. It
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THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN.

golltlcal campaign now open-

With the
ing, in which important questions of gov-

ernment, both political and economic, are
at stake, we follow our usual custom of
offering The Public at a reduced rate for the
campalgn, with the view of extending its
influence and promoting its circulation. We
will therefore receive

CAMPAIGN SUBSCRIPTIONS

from bona fidle NEW SUBSCRIBERS from
now on, to and including the issue of No-
vember 8, next, for

FIFTY CENTS.

This price i{s cons{derably below the reg-
ular terms, but we have found that{a large
proportion of campal subscribers, be-
coming acquainted with and friends of the
paper in that way, become regular sub-
scribers, which makes it worth our while
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CONOMIC TANGLES, by Judson
Grenell, latest book dealing with in-
dustrial problems.

Wm. Lloyd Garrison says: “The hook
cannot faill to arrest attention and en-
lighten minds.”

Cloth, 220 pages: sent Eostpald for $l.
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