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The latest proposition of the Span-
ish peace commissioners is to arbitrate
a dispute over the scope of the Philip-
pine clause in the protocol. There
1s nothing to arbitrate. The protocol
is quite plain, and the Spanish gov-
ernment along with all the rest of the
world well knows it. If the United
States choose to go into a land-garb-
bing speculation in the Philippines,
there is nothing in the protocol to
prevent. Itisonlyaquestion of phys-
ical force. Throughout this whole
Spanish-American affair, from the
beginning to the absurd suggestion of
arbitration, Spanish diplomats have
t¢hown themselves to be mere petti-
foggers.

Gov.-elect Roosevelt, of New York,
who posed so long as an independent
in politics, and fooled so many simple
people thereby, has done one thing
more to convince the observant that
lie is Boss Platt’s man for good. There

.was little room to doubt this, when
he took so kindly to Platt’s machine
nomination; but he has now appoint-
ed asprivate secretary to the governor,
the governor’s confidential man, no
other than one of Platt’s most loyal
lieuienants.

Doubtless there are still some con-
fiding people in New York who be-
lieve that Roosevelt is not wunder
. Platt’s control. For Roosevelt has

blue blood, and he doesn’t pick pock-
ets by moonlight. But that only goes
to show how acute Abraham Lincoln
was when he said that “you can fool
some of the people all of the time.”

One of the interesting features of
the alliance between Platt the “boss”

and Roosevelt the “independent,” is
the promise it gives of a battle royal
at the next republican nationai con-
vention between William the Unco-
Guid and Teddy the Terrible Terrier,
with Hanna and Platt for stake-hold-
€rs.

The results at the late elections,
though disappointing to the demo-
crats, were belter for them than a vie-
tory. A democralic victory this year
would almost have insured a repub-
lican land-slide two years hence.
That is evident from one considera-
tion alone. Ifad the republicans been
defeated, the democrats would have
heen charged with responsibility for
the ensuing hard times.

To the great mass of the American
people, the times are no better now
than they were three years ago. The
papers are full of advertisements for
situations, and empty of advertise-
ments for workers in legitimate occu-
pations at remunerative pay. Store-
ke(;pers feel the pressure intensely.
Small manufacturers are barely able
to keep going. Failures continue in
large numbers. Business houses are
overrun with applications for work.
Wages are falling. Commercial
vrofits are receding. All classes are
suffering, except mounopolists who
have secured privileges through pa-
{ernalistic legislation. Yet with pre-
concerted and persistent cries of
“prosperity!” a vague impression has
been created that times are better
than they were and are steadily im-
proving. It is no uncommon ex-
perience to be approached by hungry
men who in the same breath in which
they ask you for God's sake to give
them work, speak enthusiastically
and honestly of the retuin of prosper-
ity! Iiven better balanced men, who
know that prosperity has mot re-
turned, have been so far affected by

all this prosperity touting as to believe
that it is almost here. Now, in fact,
general prosperity has not come nor
will it come within the next two years’
or more, if indeed it ever comes again.
Lverybody would realize this if the
parrot cry of “prosperity!” were to
cease. How easy then it would have
been, had the democrats carried the
recent elections, for the plutocratsto
have thrown up their hands despair-
ingly and announced that the good
times, so near at hand if not actually
here, had been “shoo™-ed off by a dem-
ocratic hoo-doo.

As it is, the republicans must keep
up their prosperity touting for two
years yet to come, in spite of persist-
ent depression. Before long that will
be very fatiguing. Whistling up the
wind is exhilarating exercise, but it
becomes debilitating when prolonged.
And many a moon before the next
presidential election, even tie sim-
plest and most be-fooled of the hun-
gry masses will realize the trick
ti.at has been played upon them. In-
flated imaginations cannot forever
satisfy the craving of empty stomachs.
And when the trick does finally ex-
pose itself, the republicans instead of
the democrats will be held responsible
Zor the hard times, by the unthinking
to whom republicans now appeal and
upon whose votes they now depend.
Then it will be seen that the recent
elections were not such an ill-wind to
the democrats.

While the republicans have re-
lained a congressional majority, and
0 been burdened with responsibility,
as they ought to be, in accordance
with their own teachings, for every-
thing that may cause or contribute to
hard times, their majority in the next
house iz not large enough to be re-
essuring. In the present house it is
47, and an equal majority was expect-
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od by the republican prophets in the
next; but while the majority. in the
next house is not yet determined,’it
will be less than 20 and probably not
more than 13.

To one class of voters, the elcctions
were unalloyed disappointments. We
refer to single taxers. In Delaware,
where there is a single tax party, prob-
ably the only one in the world, the
single tax vote.of two years ago was
not increased. In fact there was a
fallingoff. Butas that was about in the
proportion of the falling off in the to-
tal vote, the single tax party may be
said to have held its own. In 1896
ils vole was 1,146 in a total of 8,520;
in 1898 it was about 900 in a total of
about 30,000. But the managers of
the little party claim to have de¢feated
the democrats in Delaware and to
have made the state republican.

In Wazhington and California the
single tax question was at lecast a
more sensational feature of the elec-
tions than in Delaware. The repub-
licans of Washington fought a “local
option in taxation” amendment to the
ccnstituiion, which the democrats,
populists and silver republicans had
indorsed, doing so upon the ground
that this amendment would be an en-
lering wedge for the single tax; and
in California they fought Maguire,
the nominee for governor, of the dem-
ocrats, populists and silver republie-
ang, upon the ground that he is a well
known single tax advocate. In both
states the attack upon the single tax
was virulent. In both ihe issue was
refused, nominally because it was not
an issue of the campaign, but really
because the fusion manager: were
in sympathy with the republicans re-
garding this question. The constitu-
tional amendment was defealed in
Wacshington and Maguire was defcat-
ed in California.

A correspondent, Alfred Cridge, of
San Francisco, writes vigorously in
condemnation of the fusion managers
in (alifornia. Among other things
he says:

Somebody has said that “God hates a
coward.” I don’t know; but I know

that men do. And it is largely because
men hate cowards that Maguire, who
could have been elected governor by 40,-
000 majority, was defeated by a non-
entity by 17,000. At least 30,000 voters
hated even the appearance of coward-
ice. In speaking of cowardice I do not
refer to the candidate, but to the fu-
sion state campaign committee.

For some two months past two morn-
ing papers of San Francisco have aver-
aged two columns of mud-slinging at
the single tax in each issue. They as-
serted that under the single tax, taxes
upon working farmers and small city
home owners would be more than
tripled. In fact, as I could easily prove
by statistics in abundance, the single
tax would reduce the taxes on those
classes in this state by from 25 to 75 per
cent. But the fusion state campaign
committee, acting just as it would had
it been bribed, would not allow the
subject to be discussed. Any well in-
formed single taxer could have refuted
the enemy’'s proposition in this instance
inside of 10 minutes on the platform or
a column of a daily paper. I had the
figures to do it, and did it, in type, so
that any farmer could comprehend it.
But the orders were silence. Nothing
could be said of the single tax except
that it was not an issue.

When small farmers and home own-
ers are thus made to believe, or even to
suspect, that a candidate for any office
whatever is fundamentally determined,
whenever opportunity permits, to con-
fiscate the farm or home by taxation,
what else is to be expected but that

-they will vote to keep such a candidate

out of office? That he might have no
power to enact such a law in such an
office would count for little with them.
That a tiger might be securely fastened
in a cage would not reconcile a farmer
to having it on his premises. The farm-
ers were taught, without contradiction,
to regard Maguire as a confiscator of
farms and homes. Can it be wondered
at that enough of them, who would
have been favorably disposed had they
known either the candidate or his doc-
trine, accepted the uncontradicted as-
sertions of their enemy, when their
friends, with abundant opportunity,
failed to show them that the single tax
instead of confiscating their homes
would make them more secure and les-
sen their taxes?

Mr. Cridge believes that the fusion
committee was bribed, and that a
bolder campaign would have won the
fight. We should hesitate to accuse
the fusion committee of venaliiy. On
the face of things, its attitude is fully
and fairly explained by the fact that
none of the organizations it repre-
sented was favorable as an organiza-
tion to the single tax. Probably a

large majority in every one of those
organizations would, after a two
months’ campaign, have voted sagainst
the single tax. To have made the
campaign upon that issue, therefore,
would have insured defeat unless
enough republicans could have been
won over to-make up to Maguire for
the loss of his own supporters. More-
over, the question was really not an is-
sue in the campaign. What Maguire
believed as to the principles of taxa-
tion had nothing more to do with the
real questions at issue than what he be-
lieved as to religion. That a bolder
campaign would have given more lus-
ter to his name, whether he won or
lost, and that it would have been bet-
ter for single tax propaganda, is
doubtless true. But then the ques-
tion arises, whether a political com-
niittee or a candidate would have the
ioral right to make a campaign in
advocacy of a radical doctrine theld
by the candidate, which the party had
not only not adopted but to which as
a party it was opposed.

Single tax men will have to learn
patience. Their reform will not be
accepted in a day. Its very sim-
plicity, justice and perfection, will
delay thetime of its acceptance. While
superficial reforms are quickly taken
upby themultitudeand as quickly cast
aside, fundamental reforms are but
slowly apprehended by the many
whom they would benefit, and are
most easily fought off by the few
whom they would divest of unholy
power. Those were not idle words of
Henry George when he wrote:

The truth that I have tried to make
clear will not find easy acceptance. If
that could be it would have been ac-
cepted long ago. If that could be it
would never have been obscured.

Nor when he predicted that—

for the man who seeing the want and

‘misery, the ignorance and brutishness

caused by unjust social instituticns,
sets himself, in so far as he has strength
to right them, there is disappointment
and bitterness.

Disciples of Henry George who
ponder those words will lose no heart
in the fight because an election or two
goes against them. They will rather
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take on new hope because their adver-
sary has been drawn into the open
struggle.

The election in North Carolina
forcibly recalled the days wher it was
part of the democratic faith that
white men have an inalienable moral
right to wallop niggers. The negroes
of the coast counties were terrorized
by armed white mobs, who forbade
<Liem to exercise their suffrage rights,
openly proclaiming that the negro
who dared to be a candidate for office
should suffer death, and as openly
intimating that negroes who valued
their lives must stay away from the
polls. In this way a republican coun-
ty was made democratic in the wink
of an eye; and to celebrate the despic-
able victory, the office of the colored
paper at Wilmington was gutted and
its editor driven out of the state.

The men who engaged in this series
of outrages for the purpose of denying
cqual rights before the law to their
neighbors, have the effrontery to call
themselves democrats. Among them,
too, were professed ministers of
Christ, idolators who, because with
wooden literalness they believe in the
ailegory of Jonah and the whale, sup-
pose that they may disregard ihe two
great commandments and ignore the
golden rule. And all these rioters,
these pulpit defilers, these hypocrit-
ical democratls, these murderers, these
cowards, claim to belong to the re-
spectable classes, and to be of a su-
perior race!

In what are they superior? Cer-
tainly not in respect for the law. Not
in peaceableness. Not in neighbor-
liness. Not in Christian forbearance.
‘Not in anything except that which
by certain standards makes the
cut-throat superior to the gentle-
man. And what is their title to re-
spectability? They themselves lay
stress upon the false pretense that
they are the taxpayers. Of all the
taxes of Wilmington these lawless
white mobs pretend to pay 96 per cent.;
and therefore they claim the Chris-
tian right to disfranchise the negroes.

But in fact the negroes of Wilming-
ton pay as much in taxes as the whites,
if not more. What the whites mean
when they say that they are the tax-
payers is that they deliver most of the
tax money to the tax collector. But
they get a large proportion of this
money from the negroes. They make
the negroes pay that much more for
almost everything they consume. Ne-
groes rent houses if they don’t own
them, and the white landlord adds
his house tax to the rent. Storekeep-
ers do the same as to the taxes they
have paid; when they sell the negroes
goods, they add-the tax to the price.
And while each white man in Wil-
mingion probably pays more taxes
than each negro, because he consumes
more goods and lives in a better house,
vet as the negroes largely outnumber
the whites, it is reasonably probable
that the burden of the largest j:ropor-
tion of the taxes of Wilmington is
vorne not by the whites but by the
negroes. The talk about the whites
paying 96 per cent. of the taxes 1is
empty talk. As to the largest part of
this per centage the whites are not
taxpayers at all; they are only tax col-
Yectors. They have as much reason,
and no more, for saying that they
pay 96 per cent. of the Wilmington
taxes, as the county collector would
have for saying that he pays all the
state taxes. It is one of the infamies
of indirect taxation, that it ¢nables
mere tax collectors to pose as taxpay-
€rs.

By way of excuse for such outrages
upon the legal and moral rights of ne-
groes as that of last week at Wilming-
ton, it is often urged that the pres-
ence of the two races in iarge numbers
in the same community makes an irre-
pressible race conflict. Butitisnota
1ace conflict. That 1z only the surface
appearance. Itisalabor conflict. The
whites want to make the blacks their
virtual slaves.

If the negro question were a race
question, the whites would be glad
to have the negroes leave, just as the

whites of the Pacific would be glad

to have the Chinese leave. But that

is something they bitterly oppose.:

When a negro exodus set in some years
ago from some of the southern states,
the whites opposed it in the saine law-
less way in. which they had onposed
the enjoyment by the blacks of civil
and political rights. The cxodus
would have deprived them of their
laboring class! The whites don’t
want the negro to leave; neither do
they want him to have the rights of an
equal before the law while he remains.
Those whites who own the land of the
coutn want the negro to work it for a
hare living, giving the rest of their
yroduce to them in ground rent or its
cquivalent; and the whites who
don’t own land are assinine enough
to play into the hands of those who do.
That is what makes the race question.

The essential character of the race
question at the south is illustrated by
the disposition shown by the whites
towards negroes in respect of common
social rights. A bill is now pending
before the Georgia legislature, which
requires separate sleeping cars for
vhites and blacks. It was the out-
come of a railroad episode in which
iwo state senators figured. These sen-
ators had engaged berths at one end
ofa Pullman. They afterwards found
that a negro and his wife had a berth
at the other end; whereupon with
characteristic good feeling and chiv-
alry they demanded that the negro
and his wife be ejected.  Their de-
mand being ignored, they introduced
in the legislature the bill for separate
sleeping cars. Now does any one sup-
pose that it was mere race feeling that
prompted the ruffianly demand of
those two senators? It was nothing
of the sort. At any rate, it was only
that kind of race feeling which
yearns to make servants of people
of weaker races. Had that negro and
his wife been servants, and had they
been sleeping in the car on chairs or
on a bench, they might have gone on
breathing the same air and snoring
in the same key with the highbred
Georgia senators without evoking a
protest. It was not their presence in

[N
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the car, but their presence there as
cquals, with equal accommodations,
that the senators objected to. During
the very night when these white men
demanded the ejection from their
sleeper of the negro passengers, they
110 doubt endured without a murmur
the presence, and the sleeping pres-
ence too, of the negro porter. I'ut he

was a servile porter, not an equal pas- |

senger, and in that distinction lay the
whole difference.

This difference is illustrated in the
rules governing day cars in the south.
Negro cars are provided and no negro
iz admitted to the white cars. That
is therule. And against independent
negro passengers the rule is strictly
cnforced. But negro servants travel-
ing with white masters or mistresses,
are freely admitted to the white cars.
The question is not one of race, but of
servitude. It is not a question of dis-
agreeable race characteristics; it is a
question of democracy. The altitude
of the whites toward the negroes at
this late day in the nineteenth cen-
tury, is precicely the same in motive
and principleas the attitude of French
scigneurs towards French peasants
in the middle of the eighteentl;.

It would be an oversight to dismiss
the elections and the events con-
nected with them, without consider-
ing the effect of the returns upon
business. Immediately after election
it was proclaimed by the who'e pros-
perity chorus, that business had re-
sponded briskly to the republican vie-
iory. Investigation revealed, how-
ever, thal the kind of business which
responded was Wall street business.
According to one rather frank repub-
Lican report, the election returns
which made the control of the next
liouse at Washington by the repub-
licans fairly certain, “struck Wall
street as positive forces” and “the
strongest market seen in many days
resulted.” Further examination dis-
closed the interesting fact that this
strong market related to watered
stocks. That is to say, ihe republican
success in ke clections had inspired

A

confidence in the ability of over-
stocked corporations to squeeze
enough unearned profits out of the
public {o make their water yield divi-
dends. But the search for prosperous
markets for other things was vain.
Farm products fell, as watered stock
rose. Verily, of such is the kingdom
of Hanna.

What this prosperity for watered
stocks means to the public may be
inferred, though only in slight de-
gree, by some figures which the United
States Investor recently pubiished.
That periodical named seven indus-
tria) trusts which have outstanding
common s{ock to the amount of $145,-
295,000, representing not one dollar
of tangible property. This vast
amount depends for such dividend
paying power as it may ever acquire,
upon the strength of the monopolistic
privileges of the corporations that
have issued it. Should monopolies be
fostered by government, it will yield
dividends; should monopolies be
broken down, it will be blank paper.
Such watered stock is bought and sold
on the stock exchange as “pure gam-
bie,” to borrow a phrase from the In-
vestor. When the prospects for mo-
nopoly look bright, the stock rises;
when the prospects for monopoly
look dull, it falls. Its price,therefore,
indicates the views of the stock gam-
blers as {o which political party is
most {riendly to monopoly. When
the first election returns showed a
democratic tinge, watered stocks on
the exchanges were dull; when the
success of the republicans hecame
certain, watered stocks strengthened.
The inference is plain. Drawt.

According to an estimate just given
out by the war department the num-
ber of officers and men who were
killed or died of wounds in the war
with Spain, up to September 30, was
345. The number that died of disease
up to the same date was 2,565. From
this the war department argues that
as these losses were out of a total mil-
itary force of 275,717, the number to
the thousand, 10.5, is exceedingly

small. But that is not the way to esti-
mate the percentage of loss. Much
the larger proportion of those 273,
Y17 men never went where, with de-
cent care, they would have run any
risk of death, either from wounds or
disease. The number of men in the
army who got to the seat of war was
little if any more than 50,000. The
deaths, therefore, reiatively to those
who saw actual service, were more
than 55 in the thousand.

At last the failure of the Dingley
bill as a revenue raiser is econceded.
Chairman Dingley himself has given
out an interview in which he says that
the war revenue bill will be retained
in force without material alteration,
and that the tarifl bill will not be re-
vised. Thus the war revenue bill is
to be used as a supplementary revenue
raiser. It is intimated, of course, that
this is made necessary by war ex-
penses. But that is not true. The
cost of the war up to date is less by
several millions than the $200,000,-
(00 which Secretary Gage borrowed
for war purposes. Not a dollar of the
war revenue is needed, therefore, for
war purposes. But the war revenue
law is to be retained in force. The
only reazonable inference, which does
not imply a corrupt purpose, is that it
is needed to eke out the income of the
ineffective Dingley bill.

Mr. Ilanna does not leave the pub-
lic to draw this inference. In anin-
terview telegraphed from Cleveland
on the 13th by the Associated Press,
he states itasafact. Under the Ding-
ley bill, he says, “we are not getting
very much revenue, because we are
exporting instead of importing; and
something must be done to meet these
new conditions.” For one thing, he
proposes a duty on tea and coffee; bui
lLie thinks “it will be necessary to re-
tain some of the features of the war
revenue measure” also. It is quite
apparent that both Mr. Hanna and
Mr. Dingley realize thal but for the
war, with its war bonds and war rev-
cnue, and with only the Dingley bili
1o depend upon, the treasury would
Le already running low.
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In the interview put out by Mr.
Hanna, and from which we quote
sbove, that distinguished. keeper of
the presidential conscience indulges
in a breezy remark on the general sub-
Ject of taxation, which is truly re-
freshing. After profoundly cbserv-
ing that “the revenues for the support
of the government must be raised in
scme way,” he announces that ac-
cording to hjs idea, “the indirect is
the best way.” The indirect way. of
rgising revenues, let us explain, is
what Thomas G. Shearman calls the
“crooked” way. It Is not remarkable,
tnerefore, that Mr. Hanna should
prefer it. It is remarkable though
that he should stale his reasons so
frankly. He thinks the indirect way
of raising public revenues is the best
way, because, to quote his own words,
“when the people do not realize that
tney are paying a tax, there isno com-
plaint™!

Many statesmen, not only of the
Tweed and Hanna type but of other
types, have advocated indirect taxa-
tion before; but seldom have they
been candid enough to admit that
they prefer it because it makes it pos-
sible to tax the people without their
knowing it. A Frenchian once de-
scribed indirect taxation as a method
for “plucking geese so as to get the
wost [eathers with the least squawk-
ing;” but he was opposed to indirect
taxation. Mr. Hanna is probably the
first among its supporters to advocate
it for the very reason which the
Frenchman urged againstit.

If we consider Mr. Tlanna's reason
for supporting the indirect method
oi taxation, we may find that such as
lie have personal motives for liking
that method. If people can be taxed
without knowing it, as Mr. Hanna
truly asserts that under indirect tax-
ation they can be, they can, of course,
be taxed wunfairly, also without
knowing it. Consequently, by means
of iniircet {axation, men like Hanna
may avoid pretty much all taxation,
while.the masses bear taxation in bur-
densome degree; and yet, not know-
ing that they are taxed at all, the

masses will not realize that tney. are’

raying tne taxes of millionaires like
IHanna as well as their own. Isit un-
charitable to infer that we have here
the true reason for the prefercnce of
rich plutocrats for indirect taxation?

While speaking of I{anna, it may
be worth while to call attention to his
disappointment over the reelection
of Congressman Lentz, from the Co-
lumbus district in Ohio. Lentz had
raade himseif especially obnoxious to
the administration, by reason of his
candor and vigor, and Hanna set
out to prevent his return to congress.
The district was close, Lentz having
cerried it two years ago by something
like 100. So Hanna hurried home
from Puerto Rico the Ohio reziment
whose members belonged in ti:at dis-
trict. They were rushed through
quarantine, yellow fever or no yellow
fever, and straight on to Columbus,
just in time to vote. But Lentz in-
creased his majority by some 700.
That regiment must have voted for
him.

A convict recently released from a
Swiss penitentiary, where he had been
confined for three years under a life
scntence for murder, but whose inno-
cence has just been discovered, is not
only released but will receive a com-
penzation in money for the wrong
done hinr by the public. That is an
approximation to justice. In this
country, under similar circumstances,
the prisoner would have been gravely
pardoned for the crime he had never
cominitted, and with the brand of a
convict upon him and robbed of three
years of his life, would have been left
to make his way in the world, a pen-
niless man, as best he might.

One of the leading clergymen of
(leveland, Dr. Louis Albert Bangs,
is a very estimable gentleman, who,
since he has much to say about many
things, sometimes talks serious non-
sense concerning things which he
knows nothing about. He did thisnot
long ago in answer to a question as to
taxing land values to the exclusion of
everything else. Dr. Bangs thought

that such a tax would enhance the cost
of living, by increasing the value of
land. That answer proves that he
had neither read upon the subject nor
thought upon it. Had he read he
would have learned that however
much economists may differ on other
things, they agree Lhat the abolition
of taxes on goods would cheapen
them, and that the imposition of
higher ad valorem taxes on land
would cheapen that. Had hethought
upon the subject he would have real-
ized that a heavy tax on land values
would drive vast quantities of unused
land, both in city and country, into
the market; and his own common
sense would have told him that with
the land market glutted land cannot
rise in value.

The Insurance Monitor, of New
York, one of the oldest and best of
American insurance journals, takes
positive ground, in ils November is-
sue, against the attempt, of which
cx-Comptroller Eckels, the Chicago
banker, has made himself spokesman,
to identify the legitimate interesis
of insurance companies with the
plundering interests of monopoly
corporations. It doessoinconnection
with an able and peculiarly interest-
ing article which it publishes from
ihe pen of Franklin H. Wentworth..
Mr. Wentworth in his article insists
chat fire insurance companies are com-
petitive business enterprises, without
monopoly characteristics, and that
they have nothing in common with
monopoly corporations; for which
reason he urges them to identify
themselves with the people in the
fight against monopoly. By way of
introduction of Wentworth’s article,
the Insurance Monitor says editori-
ally:

Mr. Wentworth is among the first
to point out a stupendous blunder that.
has been persistentiy made in attempts
to defend insurance as a corporate in-
terest, allied with railroads and other
natural monopolies. Tt has suffered
from the society in which it has been
forced. and with which it has nothing
in common but its corporate form. Let
future defenders of insurance note the
distinction drawn below and not fall

into the error of the well-known bauk-
er at Chicago.
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DECEPTIVE STATISTICS."

In a recent issue of the Chicago
Tribune, an attempt was made edit-
orially, upon the basis of the Aldrich
1eport on wages and prices, to
show that the gold standard has in-
creased wages. I agree with the
Tribune that the free coinage of
gold and silver, instead of bene-
fiting, would injure our industrial
classes. But I take exception to
the Tribune’s method of opposing
free coinage—a method which is un-

“fortunately common with gold stand-
ard advocates.

The strength of the free silver
movement lies in the fact thatitisa
protest against existing economic
conditions, and it cannot be met by
an array of fallacious statistics intend-
ed to demonstrate that the deplorable
conditions complained of do not ex-
ist. These statistics fill no empty
stomachs, and they deceive bui very
few wage-earners.  Workingmen
know from observation and personal
experience that facts differ from the
figures.

While such statistics as those from
which the Tribune’s anti-silver argu-
ment is made may soothe people in
comfortable circumstances, whose op-
portunities for observation are lim-
ited, they only excite the animosity
of wage-earners against men who
either 1ignorantly or willfully thus mis-
represent their condition. By so dis-
crediting the cause they advocate, op-
ponents of free silver have done
more to confirm wage-earners,in the
opinion that free coinage is desira-
ble, than have the avowed advocates

of that policy. Knowing the fallacy-

of the statistics from their own ob-
servation and experience, wage-work-
ers very naturally conclude that a
cause which is generally supported
in that manner must necessarily be
4 bad one.

The Tribune editorial referred to
above, assumed $500 as the average
annual earnings of all classes in 1878,
and claimed an increase in 1890 to
$680—a sum more than double the
probable average earnings of wage-
carners in that year. The probabili-
ties in this respect are confirmed by
the census report on the subject of
agriculture.

Agriculturists are our largest in-
dustrial class. Theirs is a class which

comprises about 40 per cent. of all
versons having gainful occupations.
Yet the average earnings of this class
amounted in 1890 to but little more
than one-fourth the sum set up by
the Tribune as the average earnings
of ali classes of wage-workers.

Let us examine the census Sgures
on the subject. The value of farm
products in the census year, 1890, was
$2,460,107,454. Dividingthis amount
by the number of persons reported
as engaged in agriculture, 8,565,926,
we have as the gross value of the prod-
uct per worker, $286. Now, the value
of the agricultural investment—Iand,
improvements, live stock and imple-
nients—is reported at $15,982,26%,-
689. Computing interest on this
amount at five per cent., and allow-
ing ten per cent. of the value of ma-
chinery and implements ($151,587,-
638) for renewal and repairs, and
tiien deducting these amounts from
the value of the agricultural product,
there remains as the earnings of
8,565,926 agricultural workeis, the
average annual sum of only $188.

This is without making any deduc-
tion whatever for repair of buildings,
fences and other fixed improvements.
And while it is true that some small
agricultural earnings are mnot in-
cluded in the census, it is also true that
a large body of labor (1,913,373), re-
turned as not specified, is partly ac-
ccunted for by this foot note: “Inag-
ricuitural districts agricultural la-
Lorers are often reported simply as
laborers.” The agricultural laborers
thus included in the unspecified class,
but not considered in the above com-
putation, would more than correct
the influence in the same computation
of the omission of any small agricul-
tural earnings. Itisasafe conciusion,
therefore, that according 1o the
¢leventh censug, the earnings of farm
workers, comprising about 40 per
cent. of the industrial class, did not
exceed in 1889 an average of $183.
That sum is very far short of the
8680 which the Tribune assures its
readers was the average earnings of
all classes of workers in that year.

Turning from the census report re-
carding all farmers to the statistician
of the department of agriculture (see
report No. 4, Misc. Series, Dep’t of
Agriculture), regarding farm lahor-

ers, we find that average farm wages
in 1890, without board, were $18.33
per month. This was the average
only while the laborers were emoloyed.
1f we assume constant employment
the year around—and it is well known
that in fact employment was not
constant—the average annual earn-
ings of this numerous class of wage-
earners in 1890, as found by a repub-
lican statistician after careful and ex-
tended investigation, were only $219.-
96 per year, or less than one-third
the amount set forth by the Tribune
as the average earnings of wage-earn-
ers in all occupations.

The same agricultural statistician
further shows that, instead of a
gradual advance of three per cent. a
year, the amount the Tribune claims
for all wages, farm wages fell from
§19.87 a month,in 1875 to $16.42 in
1889. They rose to $18.94 in 1882,
hut after that there was no increase
down to 1892, and in 1892 they had
fallen to $18.60.

In the face of the statistical data
regarding agricultural earnings and
farm wages, showing that instead ol
having rizen they have fallen, it could
hardly be expected that other wages
would have risen. There is no reason
why the course of wages should
greatly differ in other industries from
the course of wages in agriculture.
And an investigation of the data of
the Aldrich report shows that no such
advance in general wages has been
made as the summaries of that re-
port indicate and the Tribune claims.

In the Aldrich report the data are
jvggled for the purpose of concealing
a decrease in the rate of wages in re-
cent years. But even the juggled
summary which the Tribune cites as
ils authority indicates an increase of
Jess than six per cent. from 1872 to
1891, by simple average; and it is
only ten per cent. even when averaged
according to the statistician’s falla-
cious estimate of relative importance.
Either increase is very much less
than an average increase of three per
cent. & year, the increase claimed by
the Tribune.

But the data of the Aldrich report
are astonishingly inadequate. Table
45, which may be found on page 176,
Part 1., of that report, professes to
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show “relative wages in gold in all
occupations.” Yet for agriculture,
our most important industry, there
is not a solitary wage quotation. The
figures of the table for three periods
are as follows, the year 1860 being
taken as the base with an average of
100:

Average
Simple According to
Year. Average. Importance.
1872 ccevviinnnnn 152.2..cc0iieenne. 153.2
1879 ... 139.9....0nenn 139.4
1891 ... 000t 160.7..cnienenn. 168.6

According to the statistician’s es-
timate of relative importance, the in-
crease shown for 11 years is only 20.9
per cent., or less than 2 per cent. an-
nually; while by simple average the
lotal increase is but 14.9 per cent.

It is out of these figures that the
Tribune computes an average increase
of three per cent. a year. It does so
by finding the difference between
1879 and 1891 to be, according to the
statistician’saverage, 29.2—or, rough-
ly, 30—and dividing by the number
cf years, thus producing as arongh re-
sult the average increase of three per
cent. a year. But per centum means
per hundred, and an increasc from
139.4 to 168.6 per cent., though it is
nearly 30 in amount, is nowhere near
30 per cent., as the Tribune makes
it out to be. To get the increase of
percentage, we do not subtract the
Jower from the higher percentage, as
the T'ribune has done; we must divide
the amount of increase by theamount
on which the increase is reckoned.
Neglecting to compute percentage
correctly, it is not strange that the
Tribune’s editorial writer failed to
discover the true character of the
summary of the data of the Aldrich
report.

But the figures of this report them-
selves are deceptive. They do not
represent, as they purport to do,
either the increase in the average
rates of wages in all industries or in
any industry.

Alittle intelligent examination will
reveal this fact.

If the wages of the foreman of an
establishment increase during a
given period 100 per cent., and the
wages of the other employes increase
during the same period ten per cent.,
there has not been an increase in wages
for the establishment equal to the av-

erage of these two percentages of in-
crease—namely, 55 per cent. Or, if
the foreman’s wages have increased
100 per cent. and those of the other
employes, say 100 in number, have
decreased ten per cent., there is not
an increase for the establishment of
45 per cent. To argue the contrary
would be absurd. Yet it is by means
of precisely such a method of compu-
tation that the statistician of the
Aldrich report has shown an increase
in wages since 1872.

He puts the foremen and overseers
of departments each in a class by
themselves, and gives to their in-
creased wages—which represent not
increased pay for the same service,
but increased pay for increased skill
and responsibilities—the same weight
as the increase or decrease in the rates
of wages of classes embracing a large
number of employes. The rates of
wages for each class in 1860 being
taken as the basiz, and represented by
100, the ratio of wages to 1860 of cach
class is computed separately for each
vear. The ratios of each separate
class are then equated or avcraged,
and the amount thus obtained is taken
as the average wages of the industry.
And thereupon the averages so ob-
tained for each industry are equated
or averaged, and the result adopted
as the average wages for all indus-
tries!

In one brewery establishment,
which may serve for illustration, the
wages paid to the brewer increased
from 1855 to 1691, 650 per cent. This
brewer being put in a class by himself,
his increase of wages is given equal
weight with the wages of each of four
other classes which in 1891 embraced
70 employes. In consequence of this
deceptive method of computation,
there iz an apparent increase of wages
{or the whole establishment of 165.9
per cent.; whereas if we omit from
the calculation the class comprising
but the one brewer, the averages for
the remaining classes show an increasq
for the same period of only 90 per
cent. Thus, the increase in the wages
of but one man—an increase which
does not indicate that he is getting
hetter pay for the same work, but only
that he is getting better pay for a po-
sition of increased responsibility re-
quiring greater skill and efficiency—
is made to nearly double the apparent

average increased wages for the en-
tire brewing industry, an industryfor
which this one establishment stands
as the sole representative in the Al-
drich report.

The brewer in the illustration, who
received $23.96 per day in 1891, was
evidently a salaried official, and prob-
ably the principal owner of the stock
of the concern; yet he was included
as a wage-earner, just as in the manu-
facturing statistics of the last census
the salaried officials of the corpora-
tions and the estimated value of the
services of employers are included in
the wage account for the purpose of
making in annual earnings an appar-
ent increase for which in fact there
is no foundation.

The census computations which
purport to show annual average wage
earning in the manufacturing indus-
tries are obtained by dividing the
lotal amount paid as wages by the av-
crage nuniber of employes. But, in-
osmuch as the total wages are the
earnings of the whole number of em-
rloyes, the true average annuai earn-
ings can be obtained only by dividing
the total wages, not by the average
number of employes, but by the total
number.

Nevertheless, these census statis-
tics, juggled though they are for the
purpose of indicating an increase of
wages, show no such annual earnings
a3 the Tribune assumes to be the av-
erage for all occupations. The aver-
age annual earnings of operators
proper—that s, omitting officers, firm
members and clerks—were $444.90.
As this amount was obtained by divid-
ing the tolal wages by the sverage
instead of the total number of em-
ployes, it in fact represents the av-
erage earnings only of the few who
had constant employment. A consid-
eration of the partially employed
would very much reduce that average.
If we assume that there was only
25 per cent. of unemployment, that
is that wage-carners were employed
tnree-fourths of the time, the average
ennual earnings would be reduced to
$533.30, which is probably not far
from the mark.

The fallacious character of the cen-
sus computations of annual earnings
in manufacturing industries I have
irrefutably demonstrated in the Jour-
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nal of Sociology and the Journal of
Political Economy, publications of
the University of Chicago, and to my
articles in those magazines 1 respect-
fully refer the Tribune editor and all
other persons who may need or desire
information upon the subject.

In the mining industries, the cen-
sns presents no summary of wages;
but in the volume devoted to those
indusiries we may find that in the
three principal ones, wages, including
superintendence and office force,

were as follows:
Total Average

Number of Total

Employes. Wages.
Coal........... 299,552 $112,286,099
Tronore......... 38227 14,409,151
Stone c.oeeeen. 82,374 30,555,877
420,153 $157,251,127
The apparent average earnings,

thereflore, in those three mining in-
custries, were only $374.27. Thisav-
erage is too large, since it iz obcained
by taking the average number of op-
crators instead of the total number,
as the divisor. But that vice enters
into all the estimates of wages, and the
result corresponds substantially with
tiie result in the other industries. Al-
lowing for unemployment and the
fact that the salaries of superintend-
ents and of the oflice force are here
included in the data, the wages thus
shown agree fairly well with those
intheagricultural and manufacluring
industries.

Instead, then, of an increase in
wages {rom $3500 in 1878 to $680 in
1890, wages in 1890, even according
to the data of the census and the
Aldrich report were considerably be-
Jow $374.

To this Tmight add that in the Bul-
ietin of the Department of Labor for
September, 1898, at page 669, Col.
Wright shows that wages were higher
in 1892 than they have been since.
Upon his authority they rose slightly
from 1890 to 1892, but ever since then
Lieve steadily declined, and were lower
in 1898 than in 1872, measured both
years in gold.

The statistical pretense that wages
have been increasing is supplemented
by the equally false pretense tnat the
purchasing power of wages has also
increased, and the deceptive compu-

tation of the Aldrich report and of the
census bureau are responsible for both
deceptions.

It is true that the prices of many
commodities have decreased, as the
result of improved methods of pro-
duction. But it is also true that many
things have become necessaries of life
that were not necessaries formerly,
notably car fares; and that the wage-
carner has been ohliged toincrcase his
outgo in many other ways, notably
for rent. '

To sum up the whole matter: Bet-
ter than any statistics for the pur-
pose of showing the condition of the
luborer, is the fact, patent to every
intelligent observer, that itisnolong-
er possible, as it formerly was, for the
wage-carner*to rear a large family re-
spectably. To eke out his scant earn-
ings he is compelled to send hiz little
ones to the factory or the department
store when they should be at school.
Improved methods of production,
which should naturally result in in-
creased wages, notoriously have the
contrary effect. By depriving the la-
horer of employment, labor-saving
machinery increases the competition
of the labor market.

The data of the Aldrich »eport,
which show a large increase of wages
prior to 1872, show a decrease, meas-
ured in gold, since that date. Badly
juggled as these data are, it is only by
ignoring 1872 as the date of highest
wages, and mingling the dccrease
since then with the increase hefore,
that an average increase is made to
appear at all. But worse than the
decrease of wages since 1872 is the
ack of employment since that year,
al any wages at all. Wage-earners at
Virden but recently cngaged in a
sanguinary struggle for an opportu-
nity to work at wages scarcely above
the starvation point; and the Virden
case is not exceptional.

The advocates of free silver coin-
age offer thal policy as a panacea for
the bad condition ol wage-workers.
What has the Chicago Tribune to of-
fer? Nothing at all, but a lot of sta-
tisties doctored for the purpose of
making it appear, in the face of what
every intelligent man knows to he the
truth, that the condition of wage
workers is improving. Isitany won-

der that such advocates of the gold
standard drive away more working
people than they convert? that they
make more {ree silver men among the
working classes than free silver ad-

vocates do?
H. L. BLISS,

NEWS

Later returns from the recent elec-
tions do not to any important extent
alter the results as we reported them
last week. Nevada, which was for
for some days in doubt, remains in the
fusion group where we placed it, and
William M. Stewart is confident of re-
clection as a senator in congress. The
fusion governor was elected. West
Virginia, which we placed in the dem-
ocratic group, though very close, is
likely to remain in that group. Gov.
Atkinson, a republican, has conceded
the legislature to the democrats. The
democrats also elect a congressmanin
one of the four districts, thus displac-
ing a republican. But Nebraska,
which we gave to the republicans last
week, has been carried by the fusion-
izts by a small majorily in a reduced
vote. 'The republican candidate for
governor received 83,569 votes, being
143,735 less than were cast for McKin-
ley in 1896, and 440 less than the re-
publican candidate for supreme court
judge received in 1897. On the other
side, the fusion candidate for gov-
ernor received 91,108 votes, which is
iess by 24,772 than Bryan received in
1896, and by 11,720 than the fusion
candidate for supreme court judge re-
ceived in 1897, As compared with
1896, the percentage of loss is 21 to
the fusionists and 13 to the republic-
ans. The fusion plurality, which was
13,576 in 1896, is this year 2,339.
Both parties ciaim the legislature, and
therefore the United States senator.

The political complexion of the
states as indicated by the latest re-
turns is as follows:

REPUBLICAN STATES.

California. New Hampsire.
Connecticut. New Jersey.
Delaware. New York.
Illinois. North Dakota.
Indiana. Ohio.

Towa. Pennsylvania.
Kansas. Rhode Island.
Massachusetts. Wyoming.
Michigan. Washington.
Maryland. ‘Wisconsin.

DEMOCRATIC STATES.
Alabama. Montana.
Arkansas, North Carolina.
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Florida. South Carolina,
Georgia, Tennessee.
Kentucky. Texas.
Louisiana. Utah.
Minnesota. Virginia.
Mississippi. West Virginia.
Missouri.

FUSION STATES,
Colorado. Nevada. .
Idaho. Nebraska,

South Dakota.

The result of the elections has in-
duced Col. Bryan to express his views
on pubiic affairs for the first time
since his enlistment in the army. On
the 15th he gave out an interview
through the Associated Press. Not-
ing that the result was not a sweeping
republican victory, but a modified re-
sponse to the argument used in the
campaign, “that a republican defeat
would discredit the president in the
eves of foreign nations while his com-
missioners were engaged in making
a treaty,” Col. Bryan says of the elec-
tion {hat—

1t was not a trial upon the issues now
before the people, but a successful plea
for a continuance of the case. The peo-
ple have not accepted the gold stand-
ard; they have not fallen in love with
the plan to give the banks a monopoly
of the issue of paper money; they have
not decided to retire the greenbacks;
they have not surrendered to the trusts,

These questions were forced into the
background by the declaration of war,
but they must be faced again as soon as
peace is restored. The Chicago plat-
form presents for public consideration
certain vital, economic questions. That
platform has not been abandoned by
those who indorsed it in 1896. It will
be reaffirmed in 1900, because it gives
expression to the hopes and aspirations
of a large majority of the party.

When the democrats, populists and
silver republicans favored Cuban inde-
pendence they. understood that war
would give a temporary advantage to
the party in power, but they were will-
ing to risk defeat in order to aid the
people fighting to be free.

In Idaho, where women voted at
1he recent elections for the first time,
several women were elected to office.
Mrs. Clara Campbell, a.republican, of
Ada county, and Mrs. Hattie Noble, a
democrat, of Boise county, were elect-
ed to the legislature, while Miss Per-
meal French was elected state super-
intendent of public instruction, and
nearly all the county superintendents
of schools chosen were women. We
referred last week to the good effect
the presence of women at the polls
had produced in restraining disorder
ana crime.

These elections have given the
country another woman suffrage
state. South Dakota voted to extend
the voting right to women.

In connection with the political
rights of women, one of the in-
teresting results of the elections is
the election in Michigan, where wom-
an suffrage does not prevail, of a wom-
an to an important public office. Mrs.
Merrie L. Abbott, of West Branch,
was chosen by popular vote to fill the
office of prosecuting attorney. She
ran on the democratic ticket. An at-
tempt had been made to keep her
name off the ticket by legal process,
but the attorney general refused to
interfere, holding that the question of
her eligibility could be detemmined
only by the courts, in case of her elec-
tion. That question: will now come
up. Women have heretofore been
held eligible to public office by the
courts in states where they are not
allowed to vote, notably in New York,
where several women hold the office
of notary public under the sanction of
court decisions. )

We were able to report last week
that the expected race conflict in
North Carolina on election day had
not broken out, but that the terrorized
negroes had remained away from the
polls in such numbers as to enable the
democrats to carry the strong repub-
lican coast counties of the state. Two
days after eclection, however, the
whites of Wilmington attacked the
negroes there, killing at least 9 and
wounding others.

The immediate cause of the out-
break at Wilmington appears to have
been the publication by the negro
newspaper, the Record, of an editorial
which gave offense to the whites. In
what way it gave offense is only vague-
'y reported. It is said to have been
an attack upon the white women of
the south, but the only part of the
offensive editorial that has been def-
initely reported indicates it to have
Leen not only a just but a conservative
consideration of the situation. The
reported extract is as follows:

The editors pour forth volleys of as-
persions against all negroes because of
the few who may be guilty. If the
papers and speakers of the other race
would condemn the commission of
crime because it is crime and not try
to make it appear that the negroes were
the only criminals, they would find
their strongest allies in the intelligent
negroes themselves, and together the

whites and blacks would root the evil
out of both races. '

Trom this it may be inferred that in-
stances of condoned crime among the
whites—possibly on the part of white
women—were given, which caused
the resentment of the white mob.
Whatever the cause, a mass meeting
of whites notified the negroes that the
editor of the Record must leave by
a given hour or his office would be at-
tacked and he, if found, summarly
dealt with. No reply having been re-
ceived by the appointed time, an
armed mob, under the leadership of
A. M. Waddell, formerly a member of
congress, gutted the Record of-
fice and set it on fire, meantime firing
guns and pistols at random and yell-
ing and howling. The burning of the
Record office frightened the negroes
of the town. Rumors spread among
them that the negro quarter was to
be sacked and burned; and they gath-
ered in groups upon the street, terror-
stricken. One of these groups in the
negro quarter was ordered by the
white mob to disperse, and either re-
fusing or neglecting to do so, it was
fired upon by volleys. After this, oth-
€1 shooting was done, some of the ne-
groes engaging in it and slightly
wounding, all told, two or three
whites. In each instance the offensive
negro was riddled with bullets. Dur-
ing the afternoon following this out-
break, the republican board of alder-
maen, intimidated by the violence of
the morning and influenced by de-
mands for its resignation, resigned.
As each member in turn resigned, his
place was filled by the rest of the board
with a candidate named by the mob of
the morning, until the whole board
had been changed. Then the mayor
resigned. Thereupon the lcader of
Lhe mob, Waddell, was elected mayor
in his place, members of the mob were
appointed special policemen, and by
night order reigned in Wilmington.

Similar lawlessness occurred at
Phoenix, Greenwood county, S. C.
But this was an election riot and it oc-
curred on election day. A man named
Tolbert was the republican candidate
for congress. To gather evidence as
to the disfranchisement of negro vot- -
ers, for use hefore congress in a con-
tested election case, he provided boxes
in which disfranchised negroes could
deposit affidavits of their intention to
vote for him and of their disfranchise-
ment. The whites made a violent at-
tack upon the men at this box, who re-
sisted, and in the fight several were
killed. After the fight, a band of
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whites scoured the country and killed
all the negroes they could find who
had taken part in the fight. With
only three or four exceptions all the
victims of this murderous episode
were negroes, and with only one ex-
<cption the injured whites were act-
ing with the negroes.

From the elections and their results
and incidents, American interest re-
verts to the closing up of the war with
Spain. Gen. Miles’s report as com-
manding general of the army, the
filing of which was noted last week,
has since been given out for publica-
tion. It is a lengthy document, full
of detail. Another important report
has been delivered at Washington. It
is the report of the commission for the
surrender of Puerto Rico to the Unit-
ed States. The work of that commis-
sion 1s now compiete.

No joint meeting of the peace com-
mission at Paris was held on the 12th,
pursuant to the adjournment noted
last week. At the request of the
Spanish commissioners the date was
changed from the 12th to the 15th;
and on the 15th, also at the request
of the Spanish commissioners, the
date was again changed, this time to
the 16th. A brief meeting was held
on the 16th, at which the Spanish
commissioners submitted their argu-
ment against the- American claim to
Philippine territory. The argument
was delivered in manuscript and was
not read, but it is reported to be a
denial of any authority for the com-
mission to act upon the Philippine
matter under the protocol. The Span-
iards are said to insist that the words
of the protocol, empowering the com-
mission to “determine the control,
disposition and government of the
Philippines,” do'not warrant any ref-
erence to Spain’s withdrawal from
the Philippines, except on her own
terms. They, therefore, propose ar-
bitration as to the construction to be
placed on the words “the control, dis-
position and government.” The joint
meeting of the 16th adjourned until
the 19th, when the American reply

o the Spanish argument is expected. |

While the fate of the Philippines
hangs in the balance before the peace
commission, the Filipino junta at
Hong-Kong, representing Aguinal-
<0’s government, sends & memorial to
President McKinley complaining of
unjust treatment of the Filipinos hy
officers of the American army and

navy. This memorial charges that
false reports against the Iilipinos are
being spread, and that the tension is
such that a shot fired by an irrespon-
sible Filipino or American soldier
might lead to great bloodshed. It
{herefore begs President McKinley
to help the junta to control its own
people “by directing American offi-
cials at Manila to temper their ac-
tions with friendship, justice and fair-
ness.” One of the clausesin the me-
morial is as follows:

From the commencement of hostil-
ities, the Filipinos acceded to all the
American requests; but after bottling
up the Spaniards in Manila the Fili-
pinos were completely ignored when
the Americans advanced, and thus de-
prived of the fruits of victory. Now,
after months of campaigning, the Fili-
pino troops have been ordered beyond
the suburbs, where they have no quar-
ters and where supplies are difficult to
obtain. All our launches have been
seized because of foolish rumors that
we would attack the Americans, and
when we asked explanations we were
not even answered. The Spaniards, of
late the enemies of the Americans, have
been shown: every consideration, while
the Filipinos, their friends and allies,
are often treated as enemies.

Cuban evacuation proceeds slowly
out steadily. Gen. Wade reported of-
ficially on the 10th that the Spanish
liave been carrying out the terms of
cvacuation to the best of their ability.
He says that ships arriving from Spain
have been promptly and fully loaded
and dispatched, and that about 20,-
000 men have already gone. Serious
trouble is being caused by lack of
transportation and also by lack of
money with which to pay off the Span-
ish soldiers; but Gen. Wade appears
confident of Gov.-Gen. Blanco’s abil-
ity to deal with the condition.

Of the concerns of other nations
than our own, those of France still at-
tract most general attention, though
the two subjects which have given
peculiar interest to French politics,
the Dreyfus case and the occupation
of Fashoda, are apparently well in
the way of being finally disposed of.

The court of cassation, having the
Dreyfus case before it, has notified the
ininister for the colonies that it has
decided that Dreyfus shall be in-
formed by telegraph of the com-
mencement of revision proceedings,
and be afforded opportunity to pre-
pare his defense. Only three days be-
fore, the ministers had refused either

.| income tax.

to permit Mme. Dreyfus to communi-
cate the news of the revision of his
case to her husband, or to communi-
cate it themselves. It was upon this
refusal that she appealed to the court
of cassation, which has decided in her
favor. Opinion is growing in Paris
that Dreyfus is to have a fair trial.

As to the occupation of Fashoda,
Trance seems to have abandoned all
claims. Major Marchand, accompa-
nied by Capt. Baratier, who had
brought Marchand’s report to Paris
and returned with the reply of the
French government, is now on his way
back up the Nile to Fashoda; and it is
reported that upon his arrival his ex-
pedition will immediately withdraw,
leaving the Anglo-Egyptian authori-
ties in full control.

With the Dreyfus case and the
Fashoda question thus in hand for a
safe disposition, each minister of the
French cabinet is able to devote his
altention to his own department, and
the minister of finance is reported as
preparing to push through what in
France is regarded as the leading
measure of socialism—a progressive
He relies for success
upon the budget committee, just
elected by the chamber of deputies,
which for the first time in the history
of this republic is composed with a
radical majority. Of its 33 members
18 are thorough-going radicals.

Crete has at last been rescued from
Turkish government. Chakir Pasha,
tie last Turkish commander in Crete,
sailed away on the 15th, and on the
same day, Prince George of Greece,
the newly appointed high commis-
sioner in Crete, for Great Britain,
France, Russia and Italy, sailed for
Crete from Austria.

Labor affairs in the United States
during the week have been marked
by a shoe strike in Massachusetts, a
Michigan decision against coercive
boycotting, the annual convention of
tiie Knights of Labor at Chicago, and
the settlement of the Virden strike.

The Massachusetts strike involves
seven factories and 2,500 employes.
It began on the 14th at Marlboro, and
ity cause was the refusal of the em-
ployers to recognize the shoe workers’
organization.

The anti-boycott decision in Michi-
gan was rendered by the supreme
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court of that state. It reverses the
iower court, which had refused an in-
junction against boycotting without
violence, but with threats to ruin an
employer’s business by diverting cus-
tom.

No such setilement of the Virden
lockout as that which has just been
made was expected. This is the place
of the bloody riot over the importa-
t'on of negro miners from Alabama,
which occurred a few weeks ago. The
lockout had lasted since April, the
operators refusing to pay not only
tne wage scale, but a very considerable
reduction from the scale, and holding
out stubbornly even against arbitra-
tion. But they have at last agreed to
pay the scale of 40 cents a ton for
hand mining and 30 cents for machine
mining, to reduce their charge to
miners for powder from $2.25 to $1.75
a keg, and to make other concessions.
The lockout is therefore at an end
and the troops have been withdrawn.
The locked-out miners returned to
work on the 16th.

NEWS NOTES.

—The sixth annual horse show was
opened on the 15th at New York.

—The Belgians are reported to have
captured Bohr, a dervish post 90 miles
north of Rejaf, on the White Nile.

—The sugar trust, on the 14th ad-
vanced all grades of domestic refined
sugars one-eighth of a cent a pound.

—The winter session of the Italian
parliament opened at Rome on the 16th,
with the delivery of the speech of King
Humbert from the throne.

—The annual convention of the equal
suffragists of Illinois was held on the
15th and 16th at Springfleld. Mrs, Julia
Mills Dunn was elected president.

—A snake show, the first ever held,
was opened on the 14th at Grand Cen-
tral Palace, New York city. More than
1.000 varieties of snakes are on exhibi-
tion.

—A semi-monthly winter mail service
for the Yukon region, via Juneau and
over the regular route through Dawson
to Circle City, has been established by
the United States.

—The emperor of Germany left Da-
mascns on the 10th, and at Beirut board-
ed his yacht, which was reported in
Cretan waters with the emperor on
board, on the 14th.

—Onun the 13th all Switzerland voted,
under the referendum. in favor of mak-
ing the civil and criminal laws of the
different cantons uniform throughout
the republic. The plurality was 170,000

—Campos Salles, the new president
ofBrazil, was inaugurated on the 15th

at Petropolis, 23 miles north of Rio
Janeiro. The officers of the Iowa and
the Oregon participated in the cere-
monies.

—A brief meeting of the Anglo-Amer-
ican commission for the adjustment of
questions between the United States
and Canada, which has heretofore been
held at Quebee, was held on the 15th
at Washington.

—For unknown reasons numerous ex-
pulsions of Danes from northeru
Schleswig, Austrian Slavs and Polish
Jews from Breslau, and Dutchmen
from Gronau, Westphalia, have taken
place within the past two or three
weeks. ’

—The Boers of South Africa have cap-
tured the mountain stronghold of the
hostile natives whom they had previous-
Iy driven into the mountains, as noted
here two or three weeks ago. The cause
of the war was the massacre of a mijs-
sionary and his family by the natives.

—ILi Hung Chang has been degraded
by an order requiring him to concert
measures with the viceroy of the prov-
ince of Shantung to prevent future in-
undations of the Hoang-ho. He pleaded
age and infirmity, begging to be ex-
tused from the mission, but the Dowa-
ger Empress was unyielding.

—The street car question in Milwau-
kee has been settled. The street car
company is guaranteed freedom from
competition until 1924, upon the pay-
ment to the city, over and above taxes,
of an annual sum which in the aggre-
gate will not be less than about
$2,000,000. At the expiration of the pe-
riod specified, 1924, the city is to be at
liberty to purchase the roads.

—On Oct. 16 Dawson City was for a
second time swept by fire. Forty of
the principal buildings were burned
and $500,000 worth of property de-
stroyed. The fire was caused by a
drunken woman who threw a lighted
lamp at another woman. The previous
fire, which occurred a year ago. was
caused by the same woman, who then
threw a lighted lamp at a man.

—Luccheni, the assassin of the em-
press of Austria, was tried at Geneva.
Switzerland, on the 10th for her mur-
der. and on the same day was convicted
and sentenced to rigorous imprison-
ment for life, the extreme penalty. He
was taken on the following day to
Eveche prison, and on the 14th gave
formal notice of appeal. His counsel,
assigned by the court, made the plea
of insanity. *

—At one of the Hooley bankruptcy
hearings in London this week, Sir Wm.
Marriott, a queen’s counsel and a leader
in the conservative party. admitted
that Hooley had paid him £1,000
for his introduetion into the aris-
tocratic Carleton club, and £50,000
for a baronetcy to be procured from the
conservative ministry, the latter sum

having been returned upon failure to
procure the baronetey.

—The oldest actress in the world,
Clara Fisher Maeder, died on the 12th
at Metuchen, N.J. Mrs. Maeder began
her career upon the stage 81 years ago,
at Drury Lane theater, London. She
was then 6 years old. Her last appear-
ance upon the stage was at Baltimore
in 1889. She had played Desdemona to
Forrest’s Othello, and Juliet to Kean's
Romeo; and among the other famous
men with whom she had performed
were the elder Wallack, in a long past
generation of actors, and Richard
Mansfield of the present generation.

MISCELLANY

THE AVERAGE MAN.

For the Public.
A ring, wanting workers to fill
The private political bellows
That further some simmering plan,
Choose, instead of the one with will
And merit beyond his fellows,
A nondescript average man.

At sight of a bone or a crust,
Doglike. he follows his betters;
Does such windy work as he can,
And cheerfully lies when he must,
Forging the while his own fetters—
This pliable average man.

Is he of the laboring force,

His shreds of unformed convictions
Lying under his boss’s ban?

It’s only a matter of course—
These little entailed restrictions—
To the abject average man.

Higher up he is still the same,
8till ready to fawn, and follow
The wake of the prosperous clan;
Our magnates are never to blame
With this echo, weak and hollow—
The politic average man.

The thing he will flercely resist
Is a righteous innovation;

In the martyr who leads the van
He finds only an anarchist

Just ready to wreck the nation—
This peaceable average man.

. When our race has made forward move,
He has stood through all the ages
Since ever a cycle began,
Firm fixed in his narrowing groove,
Mumbling the backward pages—
The negative average man,

Whatever of high or brave
In this age of disillusion,
What remnant of honor we scan,
May the heaven of mercy save
From mental and moral confusion—
That blight of the average man.
D. H. INGHAM.

A CELESTIAL CONVERSATION.

Said Zeus to Minerva: ‘“Minnie, I
wish you'd go and see what's the mat-
ter with those mortals. They complain
that they are short of all the things
they need.”

So Minerva opened the windows of
heaven and looked out.

She reported to Zeus that men were
crowded together in the towns, and

ol
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wanted to know if they couldn’t have a
new continent to discover.

So Zeus said: *“Well, mortals don’t
get any of the things they need off that
unused land; just scoop it all out and
make a new continent of it, and set it
down in the middle of the sea.”

“All right,” said Minerva; “but the
new continent will produce more things,
and the merchants and farmers—from
whom we get the most of our offerings
—say they can't sell what is produced
now.”

‘Do what I tell you,” said Zeus; “they
can't sell anything to the vacant lots,
anyhow.”

“Well,” sid Minerva, rather sulkily,
*I suppose that will do; but why not let
the oracle tell them to fine everybody
that keeps one of those patches of earth
vacant; the land would be where they
could get'at it and would be used ?”

“You're not so stupid as you look,”
Minerva,” said Zeus; “but I'm afraid
they wouldn’t do it.”

Said Minerva: *“Oh, yes, they would.
They're always fining each other for
all sorts of things—for going into busi-
ness and for not doing anything, and
for making drink and for drinking it,
and building houses and buying goods
and selling them.”

“You make me giddy, Minerva, with
Your imaginiation. You shouldn’t in-
vent such things.”

“They do; it’s truth I'm telling you,”

said Minerva; “they call them ‘duties,’
and ‘taxes,” and ‘imposts,’ and ‘licenses,’
and ‘tariffs,’ and I don’t know what be-
sides, and think they do them all a lot
of good.”
. “Well,” said Zeus, “if they are so fool-
ish as that, how are they to know how
much to charge for each lot that peo-
vle keep vacant?"

Minerva turned away to hide a swile.
She said: *“Iam the goddess of wisdom,
and [ will tell them to charge each for
every piece just what it's worth.”

Zeus said: “Minn, you're alwavs
springing some new-fangled far-off
scheme on me, and I've no time to dis-
cuss panaceas for the woes of men.
What I want to do is to really help
those people out of their troubles, so
You just start them a Sunday school
1o teach them common sense.”—Bol-
ton Hall, in The Coming Nation,

IN THE MATTER OF PROTECTION.

The Republican party is clearly com-
mitted to Expansion. It is eager for
the annexation of the Philippines with
their 8.000,000 savages. Then why
should it not be many times as eager
for the annexation of Canada with 1ts
5,000.000 prosperous, hard-working, civ-

ilized members of its own race? “Trade
follows the flag,” it says of the Philip-
pines, thereby implying that the Re-
publican party is out for trade. But
trade—a thousand-fold more—would
follow the flag in Canada; whereupon
it is discovered that the Republican
party is not only not out for trade but is
positively afraid of it. It is anxious fo
spend millions of dollars for the little
trade of the Philippines, but it wouldn't
take the incomparably greater trade
of Canada as a gift.

Youhadn't hcard of any proposition to
annex Canada? And you really thought
the Republican party would consider 1t
a valuable possession if we could get it
Lonestly? Then you have been misled
by a note in Republican utterances
which we think is described by tlc
word “guff.” We have had a number
of statesmen representing us in a Joint
High Commission at Quebec, for the
purpose of considering this proposition,
among others. Not actual annexatton,
it is true, but a substitute with all of its
advantages and none of its disadvan-
tages. There was arich land, humming
with people that buy a thousand dol-
lars’ worth of goods where the Phikip-
pine Tagal buys ten; no battles to be
fought to gain'an entrance, no standing
army to be kept there and no expenses
of government—but we didn't want the
trade. *“American industry must be
protected,” that is, except where we
can take a country by force of arms.

And why, you ask, should not Amer-
ican industry be protected from the
competition of the Tagals? or, if thut
doesn’t ainount to much, as yet, why
should it not be protected from Hawaii
with its Chinese labor and from tliec
closely cultivated islands of Cuba and
Porto Rico? Well, if you discover why,
you must worm much deeper into the
Republican intellect than Puck has
been able to do. The Protectionist has
heretofore fanned the fear of foreign
competition by depicting the low estdte
of foreign labor. The “pauper” labor of
Europe was bad enough; but infinitely
worse was the Asiatic with his wage of
ten cents a day, his wardrobe a pair of
cotton trousers and his daily allowance
of food a pint of rice? Yet here are the
preachers of this gospel welcoming the
“yellow peril” in Hawaii, and its twin
in the West Indies, with open arms, and
getting up on their dignity about it
too. They swallow the camel, but when
it comes to the gnat—the -civilized
North American living the other side
of a certain Jine, wearing underclothes.
boots, a hat, an overcoat and plenty of
other garments. demanding and secur-
ing a fair wage for his labor and spend-
ing it for manufactured products of all

kinds, they strain. Truly thereis a
great deal of politics in Politics.—Edi-
torial in Puck.

THE MOVEMENT FOR THE TAXA-
TION OF LAND VALUES IN
BRITAIN.

The tory party, which is the land-
lord's party, stands as a rock for “vest-
ed rights,” and it is likely to be joined
by the old whig element in the liberal
purty in parliament the moment that
any general attack is made on land
values.

It is to the radicals and the mass of

sthe liberal party—to such men as those

who forced the repeal of the corn laws,
the extension of the suffrage, and the
establishment of public schools—that
those who favor the taxation of land
values now look.

And the liberal party, bending to
popular will, has in many ways com-
mitted itself to the principle. In its
party platform, known here as the
Newcastle programme, it declares for
a “reform in the land laws such as will
secure the just taxation of
Iand values and ground rents.” Andat
the conference last November of the
Scottish liberal association, composed
of representatives of all the liberal as-
sociations in Scotland, it was unani-
mously declared:

“That, whereas the land question lies
at the root of the social problem; that
land monopoly. which is directly caused
by the value of land being exempt
from taxation, forces labor into invol-
untary idleness, and thus createsan un-
employed class; and, whereas, the val-
ues of land are created by the presence,
industry and growth ef the people, this
conference is of opinion that the tax-
ation of land values should occupy a
foremost place in the programme of
the liberal party, to be dealt with at
the earliest possible moment by—

“First, the abolition of the break-
fast table duties—the duties on tea,
coffee, cocoa, dried fruits, etc.

“Second. the substitution of a direct
tax vn the value of land, apart from
improvements.

“Third, the reform of the valuation
acts to provide for the separate sched-
uling in the valuation returns of the
values of land and the values of im-
provement, with a view to separate as-
sessment. ete.”

This showing that the liberal party
is pretty well committed to the prin-
ciple of taxing land values, the ques-
tion arises how do the liberal party
leaders stand? Sir William Harcourt,
the party leader in the house of com-
mons, stands on record as saying that
“the question of ground values affects
the whele country, local and imperial,
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and ought to be considered in any plan
of local taxation.” Ex-Premier Rose-
bery says: “The taxation of ground
values is a principle which will not be
allowed to die until it has been carried
into effect. It is a principle which is
becoming universally established, be-
cause it has been acknowledged to be
both just and sound.” John Morley
says: “I cannot doubt that the prin-
ciple involved in what is called the
question of ground values is one which
must make quicker and quicker way
into the minds and opinions of the peo-
ple. It will be thought an intolerable
thing that men should derive enormous
increments of income from the growth
of towns to which they have contribut-
ed mnothing . . that they shall
be able to go on throttling towns, as
they are well known to do. It is im-
possible to suppose that the system will
not be vigorously, persistently and
successfully attacked.”

This much for the liberal party
principles and the liberal party lead-
ers. What of the followers in parlia-
ment? There is nothing that shows
just how the present members stand,
as the question has not been raised in
any formal way, and has not even been
brought to a vote, except when, on
March 8, 1895, even the tories not dar-
ing to challenge a division, it was
unanimously resolved by the house, on
Mr. Provand’s proposal: “That no sys-
tem of taxation can be equitable unless
it includes the direct assessment of the
enhanced value of land due to the in-
crease of population and wealth and
the growth of towns.”—Daily Whig, of
Kingston, Ont.

PRINCE KRAPOTKIN ON THE AS-
SASSINATION OF THE EMPRESS
OF AUSTRIA.

Extract from a letter from Prince Krap-
otkin to Dr. George Brandes, as pub-
lished in the Chicago Tribune.

As you did, as the whole world did, I
felt my heart contract with pain on
hearing of this murder—of this fresh
issue of the social struggle. An eld-
erly woman, unhappy even long be-
fore the catastrophe of her son’s death,
could she awake anything but pity in
those who knew intimately the story
of her private life? Women and chil-
dren, at least, ought to be spared in
the terrible strife that now holds our
attention—and in the still more fright-
ful battles which are in preparation.

If, by the sacrifice of my own life,
at least some of the victims who have
faller in this struggle during the last
30 years, in the streets and on the
scaffolds, could have been spared, I
should not hesitate to offer myself.
But even that would be far from suffi-

cient. What goes before everything else
is to teach mankind the great art of
thinking.

Analyze Lucheni. He saw the light
on a bench in one of the Paris boule-
vards and never knew his parents. The
orphans’ homes of Paris and Parma
took care of his education in the man-
ner that is peculiar to such institu-
tions. When only ten years of age he
was thrown out in the streets to shift
for himself without the aid of rela-
tions or friends, to find shelter and
food without help. My heart nearly
ceases to beat when I think of this child
—and of many, many others.

At the age of 21 this man drifts into
a society of persons who teach him the
art of killing—Kkilling his fellow beings
right and left, without regard to youth
or old age, whenever he is ordered to
shoot for the so-called salvation of the
community. Somebody has told him
that this consideration outweighs all
others, even that of human lives. And
then his comrades send him to Africa
on the mission of committing murder!

He has held the position of valet to
a cavalry officer. This would not tend
to make him respect the human family.

He was among the fugitives who in-
vaded Switzerland after those revolts
which were induced by sheer hunger
and the mass murders to which they
led. ’

What could he learn from this?

He learned that both in the north
and in the south hungry peasants were
massacred; that in Milan the authori-
ties fired at the people for three days
in succession, killing workmen by hun-
dreds; that grape shots were poured
into the streets, while no one stopped
to think if the children whose bodies
became pierced by bullets were respon-
sible for the revolt or to consider how
the many fatherless and motherless
little ones managed to exist. He learned
that fashionable women in Milan of-
fered flowers to the soldiers and told
them to rid society of the rioters—to
knock them down and to aim well!

Well, my dear George Brandes, what
if our own children had been surround-
ed throughout life by such things!
Consider for yourself if not most likely
their instinct of pity would have been
extinguished, and if there would not
in their minds have been inspired
hatred toward all those who cultivate
their own inclinations without consid-
ering for a moment that misery for
which their wealth was bought.

People often say in a thoughtless
manner that modern society is dan-
cing upon a volcano. Thisisdire truth.
One cannot easily imagine what hatred
the hearts of poverty-stricken people

really harbors, but I know it. This
hatred is something fearful. And yet,
o not the actions of our courts as well
as the results of militarism impress
them with this idea: Human lives
count little; away with sentimentality ?
If it becomes necessary for the preser-
vation of society to take the lives of
sundry workmen and peasants, it must
by all means be done.

And then we are wondering at
such people as reverse the conclusion
and think that it might be equally nec-
essary for the maintenance of order to
assassinate a few hundred prominent
men and women!

The magical power of an execution is
at present the first article of an aver-
age man's faith. Most politicians, some
ministers and certain philosophers rec-
ognize it. What higher view, then,
could be fostered by the poor classes?
Can we reasonably expect them to ar-
rive at any other conclusion than that
expressed by Lucheni in the following
words:

“We must kill among the wealthy
classes, regardless of names or per-
sons; this is the only way in which oth-
ers can be brought to realize what
wrong society does.”

It would be absurd to expect any oth-
er conclusion than this. -

In those days when everyonc talked
of the deplorable fate of Queen Eliza-
beth, there were made four attempts
of derailing railroad trains in the vi-
cinity of Northampton. Huge stones
and heavy beams have been heaped
upon the tracks of different lines, with
the view of demolishing the express
trains. Now, if this end had been ac-
complished, which would have been
far more terrible than the murder of
any one person, who would be respon-
sible for it? Certainly neither social-
ists nor anarchists. No doubt the
crime would have been done by some
judividual in whose mind misery would
have created implacable hatred toward
mankind in general.

This, then, is the volcano upon which
man is dancing.

Stabbing a woman in the heart solely
because some may suppose that this
heart has never harbored a feeling of
pity toward the sufferers among men—
surely, this is awful. ‘

But as long as one carnage after an-
other—such as those in Italy—is in-
flicted upon those who cry out for sheer
want of bread, and as long as mankind
continues to foster the idea that human
lives count nothing in view of what 15
termed the common welfare, one victim
will fall after another, and will con-
tinue to fall, even if everyone who sym-
pathizes with the poor classes and pon-
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ders over the psychology of misery be
condemned and executed for telling his
thoughts.

THE DOUKHOBORTSI IN SIBERIA.

The Public has recently stated that Wil-
liam Dean Howells, Bolton Hall, Ernest
H. Crosby and Isaac N. Seligman, of New
York: Jane Addams, of Chicago: Willlam
Lloyd Garrison, of Boston; Rev. George D.
Boardman, of Philadelphia, and N. O. Nel-
son, of St. Louis, are assisting Tolstol in
locating in this country a Russian sect
known as Doukhobortsi, or spirit wrest-
jers. This sect, founded in 1750, has suf-
fered Russian persecution for 100 years.
The following account of the recent suf-
ferings of some of these brave people in
Siberia 1s taken from the Manchester
(England) Guardian, being written by ‘‘a
Russian correspondent.”

That the remains of the Doukhobort-
si have been allowed to emigrate from
Russia, and that 1,126 of them had
actually reached Cyprus, was stated in
the press some time ago. Those who
knew the story of these Quaker-like
people and their sufferings (through
which in three years one out of four
have died) for their adherence to the
Christian principles, hailed this news
as indicating the complete delivery of
the martyrs. But they hardly knew
that all the Doukhobortsi of the con-
scription age were carefully excluded
from the permission to leave the coun-
try. They had to go into exile to the
remotest wilderness in the extreme
north of Siberia for the period of 18
vears, i. e., the terms of Russian mili-
tary service (both actual and in the
reserve). In 1897 the first party of
them, 35 in number, was sent under es-
cort from Tiflis (in the Caucasus) to the
Yakoutsk province. Their families
were not allowed to join them. News
from Yakoutsk, which is the chief town
of the province, travels very slowly.

But the province itself covers an area-

nearly 13 times larger than Great
Britain and Ireland, and the Douk-
hobortsi were exiled to a region hun-
dreds of miles distant from that town,
with which it has but casual and rare
communication. No wonder that in-
formation concerning the journey and
settlement of the exiles reached us only
recently. ’

Of the 35 who originally left Tiflis
fourdied before they reached Yakoutsk,
a fifth being not able to procecd fur-
ther, as he was in the last stage of
consumption. This is not to be won-
dered at, notwithstanding the splendid
build of the Doukhobortsi, as they

. were regularly tortured by hunger,
flogging and beuting day after day in
the *“disciplinary battalion” to which
they were comfined before their exile.
One of them thus came to his death in
the battalion. On September 3-15, 1897,
the party, consisting of 30 prisoners,

left Yakoutsk. They possessed about
three pounds each of their own money.
At Yakoutsk they were told they
would be allowed three pence a day per
man, but that with the New Year that
allowance would be stopped, and that
tley must not expect a farthing more
from the government. It must be un-
derstood that they were on' their way
to a mere desert, so that all necessaries
had to be bought in Yakoutsk before
starting. Thus the miserable pittance
anllowed to them, to have any real value,
should have been paid them then and
there in full. Asa matter of fact they
1eceived (altogether) an advance of
ten pounds only. It waswith the great-
est difficulty that they contrived to
get from the government the gray cloth
suits to which every prisoner in Russia
has the unquestioned right. It is re-
freshing to notice that the local mer-
chants, though far fromn being very
soft-heurted people, proved to be kind-
ness itself compared with that soulless
machinery the ruling imperial official-
dom; they sold their goods to the
Doukhobortsiat 50 per cent. below their
usual prices. With this beggarly equip-
ment this knot of courageous people
started for the river Notora, a tribu-
tfary of the Aldan. * % * All their
supply of food consisted of ryebread.
salt, and a small quantity of “lapsha,”
a kind of home-made vermicelli. This
boiled in water constituted their only
warm meal during the day. At :nidday
they had another meal, consisting of
1yebread, salt and water only. They
had no breakfaust at all. * * *
Only the invalids were permitted by
the local police ofticer to pass the nights
in the station-houses, the rest of the
exiles having to sleep practically in
the open air. Yet these men marched
on, singing hymns to keep their courage
vp, and exhibiting such untiring en-
durance and manliness that the super-
stitious drivers (Yakouts) explained it
by the presence of some ‘ great wizard"”
among them. % # #*

Finally, while some three miles from
their destination at the mouth of th«
Notora, sailing became altogether im-
yossible because of the ice. Fortu-
nately some Toungouzs (natives of an-
other pagan tribe, and far more gener-
cus in disposition than the Yakouts)
came to their rescue and removed the
luggage of the exiles to their place of
cettlement. This is a regular wilder-
ness. The nearest Russian habitation
is at a distance of over 60 miles; even
the semi-nomadic natives cannot be
found nearer than 20 miles. Tired, half

. starved, but not heartbroken, the Douk-

hobortsi set to work at once. The
Toungouzs had ,in that place an old

abandoned hut. This was repaired, and
in three or four days the newcomers
had already added a new room to it
and made an oven, and in a week they
ate new bread of their own baking.
This was only made possible by the
splendid physique of the exiles, their
unswerving spirit and their habit af co-
operation.

The old Toungouz who afterwards
related his impressions of what he saw
of their work, thus expressed himself:
“Now I have at last seen regular Rus-
sians; I understand now why Russia
is wealthy!” What a bitter irony! If
he had only known that the rulers of
Russia exert themselves to Jeprive
their country of these Russians.!

Seeing that the Doukhobortsi had to
carry everything themselves, the Toun-
goyzs protested, and made them a
present of a bull with a sufficient store
of hay to keep him alive over the win-
ter. “Why, it is not proper,” they said,
“that man should have to carry logs
and stones; God created bulls and
horses for that.”

All this information dates nearly a
vear back. How they contrived to live
through the winter we do not know yet.
We know only that another company
cf the Doukhobortsi, 50 in number,
was wintering in the province of Ir-
koutsk, waiting to be sent to join the
first party as soon as the authorities
would decide the point. More exiles
will feilow, no doubt. The latest news
of the original 29 settlers was that they
complained of the inadequacy of their
store of food and of the scarcity of
books. and that they longed to be able
to bring their families over.

LIFE ON SIX DOLLARS A WEEK.

This is the true story of how one girl
in Chicago lives on six dollars a week.
She stands behind the glove counter in
a State street retail store and I had had
a customer’s acquaintance with her
many months before she told me how
she manages to make both ends meet
so, neatly. An article in a paper de-
scribing the luxury a young woman
might enjoy on $30 2 month had attract-
¢d my attention and I plucked up cour-
age to show it to her and ask her opin-
icn. She read the clipping in the slack
time at noon and handed it back to me
with a smile. “I don’t believe the per-
son who wrote that piece ever tried liv-
ing on less than $15 a week,” she said.
“1 could write a true article about how
to live on six dollars a week, but it
wouldn’t sound so good as that does,
and there isn’t any money left for con-
certs or books, Itisfunny, butall those
articles speak about laying aside money
to improve the mind, while we real
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people generally have to get along with
an evening paper and a vaudeville show
once in awhile.”

She was neither flippant nor cynical
in her observations and I asked her if
she would mind telling me just how she
did make ends meet.

“You won’t use my name?” she
asked, with the laywoman’'s usual sus-
picion of a newspaper person. When
she was assured that nothing but her
facts wWould be useg she said that she
was perfectly willing to tell “how she
did it.”

“I guess you'll have to give me some
paper, for 1 can’t very well use my
checkbook,” she said. “Of course,
weeks vary and if I am going to buy
anything like shoes or a new dress I
calculate a long ways ahead. Now, first
is my room. Another girl—she’s in the
underwear department — rooms with
me, and we get a real good room for
$2.50 a week, that makes my share $1.25.
It is in a real nice good neighborhood
on the West side, only a block from the
cars. By going into a poorer neighbor-
hood perhaps we would save a little on
room rent, but if you don’t live on a de-
cent street you get a bad name for your-
self. In our room we've got a good bed,
au  washstand, bureau, two rocking
chairs, a table and a gasoline stove
with two burners, for we cook our own
breakfasts and dinners. We've got
quite a large closet, for our room is the
big back one in an old-fashioned base-
ment house, and we can keep all our
groceries out of sight. But I'll teli
about our cooking after awhile.

“First, I'll tell you about the regular
expenses that I have every week of my
life and always have to count on, for
neither me nor Milly—she’s my room-
mate—has any folks that help us at all.
There is always the 60 cents for my
car fare, for when you stand all day in a
store you can’t ever walk home. Then,
as we can’'t cook things that we can
carry for lunches, we have to allow ten
cents a day for lunching at some cheap
place. This makes my expenses $2.43
now, doesn’t it?” she said, putting
down the car fare and lunch items be-
low the room rent.

“Now, we use about ten cents’ worth
of gasoline a week, buy one five-cent
loaf of bread a day and for 15 centsa
week the woman who rents us the room
lets us have about half a pint of milk
every morning for our coffee. Half of
these expenses for me makes 30 cents,
and we try never to allow the rest of
our things to cost more than 95 cents
apiece each week. Of course, sometimes
we get kind o’ reckless and spend more
than we ought to on a meal, but we
generally get scared and save some-

where else before the week is out. Now,
just last night, Milly bought 15 cents’
worth of ham for dinner, when we real-
ly didn’t need it. Eggs are about the
cheapest and most filling things to eat,
and we know about 25 ways to fix them
—still they always taste like eggs.

“If we had more time we could do
better with our cooking, but we have
to hurry around to get downtown by
Lalf-past eight at least, and lots of
times we are too tired to care much at
night. We drink a good deal of coffee
and sometimes we have cocoa. Liver
and sausage are the cheapest kinds of
meats, for there isn’t any waste tothem,

and we don’t buy many vegetables ex-

cept potatoes. Sometime we get five
cents’ worth of grapes or plums from a
peddler in fruit season, but we feel that
we can't afford to spend much money
c¢n eating things that aren’t more fill-
ing. That word doesn't sound very
nice, but you know what it means.
Laundry is awfully expensive here in
Chicago. We wash our own handker-
chiefs and. stockings and such things,
but when we wear shirts and waists and
linen collars you can’t keep your laun-
dry bill much under 25 cents a week,
and sometimes it runs up quite a good
deal higher. Let’s see, addidng $1.25
«. week for our board at home and 25
cents for laundry brings my expenses
up to $4 a week.”

“That leaves you $2 for clothes and
incidentals,” I said. *“That is $104 a
year.”

The saleswoman laughed. “Itsounds
pretty well when you count it that
way,” she answered. “But when it drib-
bles along and you have to spenditin
small bunches it doesn’t seem so much,
We girls who clerk in the stores have
10 be much better dressed than the girls
who work i shops and factories. The
managers would very soon let us out if
we got too shabby.

“] always wear black clothes. Some-
times I get awfully tired of the dark old
things,” she continued, looking down in
some disgust at her somber gown and
klack apron, “but you can piece out and
put different skirts and waists together
Letter if they are all black. Right in
the middle of the summer I wean dark
shirt waists that have some color, like
dark blue or gray, but now I have gone
into my winter uniform. I generally
buy clothes ready made. Tt is cheap-
cr than having a dressmaker and I
haven’t time to fuss with them. Once
[ tried to make a skirt at nightsand I
was so cross to the customers from
want of sleep that I pretty near got
discharged.

“This black woolen shirt wadst is just
new; it cost me $2.10, and I expect it

l will last me until Christmas, then I'll
have to get something else, for we rub
through clothes here behind the coun-
ters. My skirt I wore all summer, but
I had to rebind it the other day, and
that cost 33 cents. I never pay more
than $2 for my shoes, but I can’'t get
them much cheaper, for I have to have
them comfortable when I am on my
feet all day. Then lately I got me a
new felt hat. Thank fortune, that was
cnly 75 cents at asale. Ibuy the cheap-
est kind of stockings, and a good many
times they are more hole than stock-
ing. I have got to get a new cloak this
winter, and that will be a pull. Still I
Lave saved almost $5 toward it and it
must not cost over $7. But it's the lit-
tle things that count up against me—
collars and gloves and umbrellas and
rubbers and hairpins. I go without
veils and I don’t have a new necktie
more than once in three months, but it
seems like something is always break-
ing or wearing out that I must re-
place.”

.“But when you are sick?” I sug-
gested.

The face of the girl clouded. “That
is the worst. of it all,” she exclaimed.
“I don't dare to get sick. Why, last win-
ter I had an awful cold, and just two
little bottles of medicine cost me $1..
And then the dentist scares me almost
as bad. People are always talking
about saving for a rainy day, but it’s
awful to go without things you need for
fear you'll need them worse some other
time. Ialways think that I'll begin
tc save $1 a month or something
like that, but somehow it always slips
out of my fingers.”

“But. what do you do to amuse your-
self?” I asked.

“Well, on Sundays we generally spend
the morning patching and mending
cur old duds, and sometimes in the
afternoon we go out to Garfield park in
the summer. Neither me nor Milly have
anybody who takes us out, so we go
together. About once a month we go to
a vaudeville show, in' the 20-cent seats,
but we don't feeb that we can afford it
very often. Then we each of us buy an
cvening paper and read that at night.
Once in awhile we get a book out of the
public library, but we haven’t much
time for reading.

“That’s where my $6 a week goes,”
she said, handing me the. paper on
which she had jotted her standing ex-
penses. “But there are a lot of girls
that aren’t near so comfortable as Milly
and me.”—Raymond Maxwell, in Chi-
cago Chronicle.

Great Britain has accepted an invita-
tion to take part in a conference with
European powers to consider measures
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for the suppression of anarchy, but
Lord Salisbury confesses that he has no
great hope of a successful outcome.
There is no such hope in sight. An-
archy is a product of the conditions ex-
isting in Europe, and until these con-
ditions change it will continue to flour-
ish. The statesmen who will be called
to consider it will, perhaps, note that it
is most rampant in those countries
where the most despotic conditions
prevail. There is comparatively little
of it in England, where it is never dan-
gerous, but a great deal in Germany,
Italy and Russia.—Philadelphia Ledger.

The confusion into which the political
mind of the country has fallen is due to
non-observance of the fact that both
religion and militarism as nation crea-
tors have done their work. The na-
tional must now give place to the in-
ternational ideal. . . . This will
seem sheer drivel to those who maintain
that in trade national interests are nat-
urally antagonistic. Butonce the mind
rubs off this superstition bred by our
antiquated education, and rises 1o the
view that free trade is not synonymous
‘with a clash of interests, but in essence
means mutually advantageous ex-
change of services. Once this view is
reached there flashes on the mind the
vision of a time when the whole world
will be bound together by the golden
chain of enlightened self-interest—a
self-interest which recognizes the
truth that, given the conditions of lib-
erty and justice, the gain of one is the
gain of all. Free trade thus appears in
its true light as from the economic side
the application of Christian ethics to
the international sphere. Nations, in-
stead of being hated rivals, each armed
to the teeth lying in wait for the other,
are seen to be members of a great fed-
eration, each developing its resources
to the utmost, and exchanging its prod-
ucts in harmony and with mutual profit.
—Edinburgh (Scot.) Evening News.

“What do you think of the proposi-
tion to sell the government of the Phil-
ippines to a corporation?” asked the
junior alderman.

“It would never do,” said the senior
alderman.

“Why not? Isn’t that pretty near
what you've been hammering into me
right along?”

“Why, naw. What would it grab its
franchises from? Itself? How long
would that sort of work pay? No, my
boy; there’s a limit even to a good
thing.”—Chicago Chronicle.

Joseph Jeffersom, at a recent dinner
in New York, said that when called
upon for a curtain speech in New

Haven Billy Florence once delivered
himself thus: “It is here, and to you,
ladies and gentlemen, that I owe my
present success in my profession. We
knew each other when boys and girls.
We played marbles together under the
shadow of the old church, and now to
receive this warm welcome from old
friends—what can I say? Simply that
I never can forget the people of Hart-
ford.” A man in the front row said:
“This is New Haven, Mr. Florence.” *I
mean New Haven, of course,” said Flor-
cnce, gravely.

A fresh milch Cow was hard at work
in a pasture when she attracted the at-
tention of a Foreign Syndicate of Flies,
who were {raveling through the country
in search of investments. “This is a
sure thing,” said the head of tl.e Syn-
dicate, who was a model merchant.
“There are no flies on this Cow. Let us
put our Trust in Her and put Her in
our Trust, for it is a poor rule that will
not work both ways.” The Cow gave
her consent by silence, as is usual in
such cases. Harmony being thius re-
stored, the Flies settled themselves on
her neck and drew their Dividends from
her Circulating Medium. — Henry D.
Lloyd, before the Chicago Sun-Sct Club.

“Does Fashoda really belong to Eng-
land or to France?”

“I’'m not posted; but, judging from

the history of similar squabbles, it
belongs to somebody else.”—Puck.

“Swiggs has quit bragging.”

66\Vhy ?‘9

“He says our country is so superior
to all others that we ought to be
ashamed to mention it.”—Puck.

Lady—You say, professor, that tobac-
co is an aid to thought, and a stimulant
1o the reasoning faculties; but Pro-
fessor Greathead says that tobacco is
in every way injurious. How do you ac-
count for that difference?

The Professor—Easily enough, Mad-
am. Professor Greathead does mnot
smoke, and consequently he can neither
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think straight, nor reason correctly.—
New York Weekly.

I cannot sing the glad free songs
That the world around me sings,
Whiie my fellows move in crying throngs
At the back of the golden kings.
—Joaquin Miller.

WANTED FOR DONATION TO LIBRARIES:

Henry George's Standards: 1887; Vol. 1,
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4,5,6,17, 8, 11, 13, 18, 19, 20, 21, 4, 25,
26. Vol. 2, Nos. 1, 4, 5. Mail what you can,
no matter how mutilated; they" are V{&rsy

56, 68, 79, 81

Courlers: Any of the first 119 numbers, and
No. 149. If sender’s address appears on the
package, postage will be returned— cts. a
Ib. Will anyone knowing of any portion
of an index, please inform me. Ellery
Ware Ellis, 26 Morris St., Everett, Mass. tf

ANNOUNCEMENT.

From time to time Txe PusLic will reproduce, in
pamphlet form suitable for mailing in open envelopes
at the one-cent rate of postage, the editorial articies
of permanent interést that appear in its columns.
These pamphlets will be supplied upon the following
terms:

Single copies, delivered at office, . $0.02

guanﬁtles delivered at office, per 100, . . 1.00
ingle copies mailed to any address, postage paid, .03

Single copies mailed to any address, postage

paid. upon orders for 100 or more, per 100, 2.00
In quantities, mailed in bulk to one address,

postage paid, per 100, . . . . L2§

The following pamphlets are now ready :

I. A Business Teadency (from The PusLic of Sep-
tember 10, 1898).

2. That Favorable Balaace of Trade (from Tz
PusLic of October 22, 1898).

3. Nero-Thea, by E. J. Salisbury ( from Tur Pus-
Lic of November 12, 1898).

4. Department Stores (from THe Pusric of No-
vember 12, 1898).

FRIENDS

of this paper are requested to send us the names
and addresses of persons of their acquaintance whe
would be interested in reading it regularly.

THE PUBLIC

is a weekly paper which prints in concise and plin
terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial
bias, all the really valuable news of the world, It s
also an editorial paper. Though it abstains from
mingling editorial opinjons with its news accounts. it
has opinions of a pronounced character, which, In the
columns reserved for editorial comment, it expresses
fully and freely, without favor or prejudice, withoat
fear of consequences, and without hope of discreditable
yeward. Yet it makes no pretensions to infallibility,
either in opini or in ts of fact; it simply
aspires to a deserved reputation for intelligence
honesty in both. Besides its editorial and news fea-
tures, the paper contains a department of original and
lected miscellany, in which appear articles and ex-
tracts upon various subjects, verse as well as prose,
chosen alike for their literary merit and their whole-
soirl'ne human interest. Familiarity with Tue PusLic

it 43 a paper that is not only
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