LAND AND FREEDOM 1.

e
u

hio, was the next speaker. He is Representative for the
ame district that Tom 1. Johnson once represented in
ongress. Mr. Crosser delivered an eloquent and brilliant
alk on “Standards of Absolute Justice.” He took contem-
orary statesmen to task for ignoring fundamental principles,
nd for considering only the expediency of the moment—the
tandard of justice is in the long run more satisfactory and
ore expedient than the “expedient” policy of taking from
ome to give to others. Mr. Crosser made a plea that human
eings emulate the example of the Creator, Whose intent
s absolute, and Who does not vary His principles. He
dded that unfortunately for the truth, people are governed
more by fuzzy emotions than by correct thought, but that
e must learn to get down to categorical statements. “Let
rinciple prevail,” said Mr. Crosser, in concluding, “and
reedom will come.”

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Phillips, in an interlude between the
eavier speeches, amused the group with dramatic recitations
f humorous poetry. The applause she received was so
ustained that she was obliged to render an encore,

Hon. George E. Evans, President of the Henry George
oundation, was unable to stay long enough to speak at
ength. He yielded to Percy R. Williams, who presented
an explanation of Pittsburgh’s graded tax plan. There is
now a 4% tax on land values and a 3% tax on improvements,
The community is being educated to accept the idea, and
when there appears to be suffcient popular approval, the
‘tax on lands will be extended and the tax on improvements
urther reduced.

l Francis I. Mooney was then called upon to say a few
ords, which he did in an enjoyable, spicy style. He showed
| that the Georgeist philosophy is true religion. After Mr.
- Mooney’s talk, Miss Charlotte Schetter proposed a rising
ote of thanks for the fine work of the Women’s Single Tax
Club in making the Congress a success.

Thus concluded the Fifteenth Annual Henry George
The delegates, departing, carried with them a
esolve that this year would mark “the beginning of the
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E have received a challenge at this Conference from
Mr, H. J. Haase, who suggested that the single tax

get to work for it in every possible way that we can.

. The time has come in the Georgeist Movement—with the
large number of new younger members drawn in by the

Iienry George School of Social Science—to give thought to
organizing in a nation-wide way, not in any political or
partisan sense, but in the interest of fundamental economics,
for putting over the principles of taxation of land values
as promulgated by Henry George in “Progress and
Poverty.”

I would not for a moment think of trying to limit in any
way individual initiative or rugged individualism in the
man‘y cities and states where good work is going forward;
but we should coordinate this work, and organize with a
center, or headquarters, where we can learn what is going
on, who is doing it, and where the work is most successful
in accomplishing the best results,

At the present time we have a large number of active
organizations throughout the country. In New York City
we have the Henry George School of Social Science, the
publication LAND aAND FrEEDOM, the Robert Schalkenbach
IFoundation, the Graded Tax Committee and the Manhattan
Single Tax Club. In Chicago we have a number of organ-
izations, among which are the Chicago Single Tax Club,
“We, The Citizens,” and the Tax Relief Association. Among
other organizations are: the Henry George Foundation of
America, in Pittsburgh; the Henry George Society of
Canada, in Toronto; and here in Washington, the Women'’s
Single Tax Club, the People’s Lobby and the National
Popular Government League.

Besides these organizations—and the many others that
exist—we have a great number of individuals doing active
work. Among them are: J. Rupert Mason of San Francisco;
Jokn C. Rose of Pittsburgh; Charles H, Ingersoll and Harry
J. Haase of New York City; George J. Knapp of Denver,
who is campaigning for Governor of Colorado, and many
others.

All these efforts should in some way be coordinated. A
central headquarters for the Movement is the answer. While
I have no special interest in any city or organization, it
would seem that the logical place for such a headquarters,
at least for the present, would be in the largest city, New
York. And the logical place in New York would be the
present permanent building owned by the Movement, at 30
LEast 29 Street, now the offices and headquarters of the
Henry George School of Social Science. At the central
headquarters should be maintained a master index of all
active Georgeists and representatives in all the 48 States
and the District of Columbia, and agents in the 3,000
counties throughout the United States, located at the county
seats.

With this central headquarters in our largest city, and .
with the influx of many new and younger persons in the
Movement, we can go forward with the assurance that we
are all working together for Victory in fundamental tax
reform.



