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FACTORIES DRIVEN OUT OF
NEW YORK.

“In 1869, along the easterly and wester-
ly shores, there were large factories em-
ploying at one time a hundred thousand
skilled workmen. The first case that
came up was the Singer Sewing Machine
Company. For three years they confer-
red with the department as to what their
taxes would be. Finally they moved to
New Jersey, and from that time up to the
present they have been going almost every
year and to day there is only one large es-
tablishinent that was here at one time, and
that is Hoe's establishment.”

—Hon. Michael Coleman, Deputy Tax
Commissioner of the City of New York,
before the joint committee of the Senate
and Assembly in 1893.

BRAVO, CONGRESSMAN'!

You see I do not believe in anyone mak-
ing money out of land. I agree to their
getting profit for their labor and for the
actual investment of capital, but not for
the use of the land. That should belong to
the people. I believe in individuals having
land for possession but not for profit. I
believe this Williamson building should
pay an interest on the actual capital in-
vested on the building itself, but I don’t
think the land site should yield a profit.
If that site were taxed for the full econ-
omic rent—for the six per cent which the
land owner expects to make out of it—you
see there would be no profit from it to the
individual—that would go to the State.

I think the Single Tax is all right, ex-
-cept that it does not go far enough. A
Single Tax means that the Tax on land
shall be the only tax. It does not provide
what the tax should be. That would not
prevent people holding undeveloped nat-
ural resources; as it would if the tax were
gix per cent.—Representative Robt. J.
Crosser in Cleveland Leader.

Anp the people who work and who do
not use strong drink, all have property.
—Elbert Hubbard in October Philistine.
You humbug!

MISS COLBRON'S LECTURE TOUR IN
NEW YORK STATE.

Miss Colbron’s lecture tour through
New York under the auspices of the New
York State League was a notable series of
successes. In Buffalo, where she remained
for two and a half days, a full programme
had been arranged. Here she addressed
1000 pupils of the Central High School.
On the conclusion of her talk the principal,
Dr. Vogt, expressed himself as highly
pleased. Miss Colbron also spoke at a din-
ner to Mr. Rann, the newly elected Cor-
poration Counsel of Buffalo, at the Hotel
Touraine. Addresses followed at the
meeting of the N. Y. State Federation of
Women's Clubs, the Nichols High School,
at the State Normal School, and the Ro-
tary Club.

In Cleveland, N. Y., Miss Colbron had
two meetings arranged for her by E. C.
Clark, a veteran Single Taxer. At Sodus,
N. Y., there was a successful meeting at
the High school. In Albany there was a
meeting on the 19th of Nov. at the People's
Forum. At Marlborough Miss Colbron
also spoke at the High School, which meet-
ing had been arranged by C. H. Baildon
of that town.

Miss Colbron expressed herself as highly
pleased with the result of her New York
tour,

THE HOUSTON PLAN OF TAXATION.

Some or “HonEesT Joe's"” METHODS.

(By H. F. Ring.)

The following clipping is from a recent
article in the Houston Daily Post, a
somewhat conservative publication:

““The Somers tax system is but the en-
tering wedge for the Henry George system
of taxation of land values, known as the
Single Tax plan of raising revenues for the
support of the government and of giving
to each individual his righcful participa-
tion in nature's free gift to humanity—not
to one generation, but to all generations—
of land, air and water, without which, it is
claimed there can be no equality of op-
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portunity. There is too much land mon-
opoly in Texas, hence with the unearned
increment evidenced by the rising values
of unimproved land appropriated by those
who hold title to it, there is growing dis-
satisfaction with the State’s policyof land
taxation.”

Twenty-five years ago this same paper’
under the same management as at present,
published in full, with editorial headlines
and introductory remarks which were
hardly courteous, the address delivered by
me at a Knights of Labor celebration,
which Henry George afterward published
in a tract named the‘‘Case Plainly Stated.”
I had announced myself a Henry George
man and was severely berated by the edi-
tor for such a brazen avowal of faith in
his teachings. It was even mildly inti-
mated that dangerous personages like my-
self ought not to be tolerated among honest
citizens. The Chicago Hay Market bomb
had exploded but a short time before, as I
remember it, and as I walked to my office
that morning after having read what
the Post thought of me I wondered how
many of the people I met were staring at
me with ill-concealed aversion and terror.

What a change has since taken place in
the public sentiment of this community!
At that time Joe Pastoriza was apparently
a mere money grubber. He did not see
the “‘cat” until years afterward, but even
then, deep in his heart, was the plan to de-
vote the remainder of his life to the pub-
lic good after he had acquired a compe-
tency. As a pennyless orphan boy, he read
Ben Franklin’s autobiography, and he has
never since swerved from the resolution
then formed to emulate in all respects the
example of that benign philosopher. He
is now possessed of a great and taking idea
about which he thinks and talks and writes
and acts with the shrewdness and force of
his great exampler. When Joe Pastoriza
first ran for city commissioner three years
ago he went in with a whooping plurality.
The mayor, at that time though bitterly
opposed to him politically, was big enough
and patrioticenough and intelligent enough
to make him tax commissioner and back
him up in his plan to introduce the Somers
system and reduce taxation on personal

property and improvements, forthe mayor
even had become inoculated to some ex-
tent with the Single Tax virus which we
had been stirring into things here in Hous-
ton for many years.

* * %

This was the situation when Joe took
hold: The constitution and laws of Texas
and the ordinances of the city of Houston
then, as now, required a tax levy for State,
county and municipal purposes amount-
ing in the aggregate to about 214 per cent.
on the full valuation of every kind of prop-
erty owned by every citizen of Houston,
including ‘“‘credits,”’ so called, and money
in bank. That was the law then, and it is
the law now. Money on deposit in the
banks of Houston, amounting to about
$30,000,000 on the first day of January
next preceding Joe's election, was subject
to this tax of 234 per cent, which would
have come to $750,000. But had Joe
attempted, according to the plain letter of
the law, to take from these bank depositors
$500,000, the city's share of it, what a howl
would have been raised] And what rack
and ruin would have ensued when the next
first of January came around by the with-
drawal of the $30,000,000 from our local
banks in order to prevent 234 per cent. of
it being grabbed by tax collectors. The
banks also had loans outstanding on that
fatal first day of January amounting to
say $15,000,000. Hence they were liable
on these items alone to a tax of $350,000;
and citizens of Houston lending money on
mortgages to the extent of at least $10,-
000,000, as shown by the county records,
were also liable because of these ‘‘credits’
owned by them to taxes amounting to
$250,000. Here were money and ‘‘credits”
to the extent of at least $55,000,000 clearly
subject to taxation, and yet none of Joe's
predecessors had ever attempted to com-
pel the rendition of hardly any of it, and
so in plain violation of the law and con-
trary to the constitution of Texas upward
of $55,000,000 of ‘‘credits’’ had, year after
year, escaped taxation, And not only
80, but grand jury after grand jury had ad-
journed without indicting the hundreds
and thousands of citizens who had com-
mitted perjury in swearing to the correct-
ness of tax lists signed by them, in which



THE HOUSTON

no mention had been made of money in
bank and money loaned. This was cer-
tainly an awful condition of affairs for
Honest Joe, as he is often called, to take
hold of. Here he was, elected to office
by a constituency, of which nine-tenths
of those who had money enough for a
bank account or for a loan were per-
jurers, liable under the wording of the laws
to imprisonment in the penitentiary.
Great is the constitution of Texas and
that of every other State in the Union
where provision is made for the collection
of taxes on ‘‘credits.”
* x =

Of course every intelligent person knew
that an attempt by the tax commissioner
of Houston to collect from depositors a tax
on money left by them in bank on the first
day of January of each year would cause
the withdrawal before that day of nearly
every dollar on deposit and break every
bank and three-fourths of the merchants
and manufacturers in the city, but this
fact did not change the legal effect of the
language used. Neither was its legal ef-
fect changed by the fact that a systematic
and persistent attempt to tax credits held
by banks and individuals would enorm-
ously increase rates of interest and throw
the full burden of the tax upon the bor-
rowers. Yet these obvious facts had
caused Mr. Pastoriza’s predecessors in
office and the grand juries of Harris county
to ignore, year after year, the plain pro-
visions of the law and thereby spit in the
face of the sacred constitution of Texas.

* * x

Now here is where the genius and hard
common sense of Pastoriza came in. If
his predecessors and the business men of
Houston could, for the public good, ignore
with impunity the existence of $55,000,000
of “‘credit” values, clearly subject to taxa-
tion and easily listed and put upon the tax
rolls, why couldn’t he, for the same reason
ignore the existence of large amounts of
personal property and improvement values.
Anyway, he went to work on this idea, and
the mayor and the other commissioners
readily acquiesced in it, for they were
pretty good near Single Taxers themselves,
and besides, Pastoriza and James Charlton,
the county treasurer, an indefatigable
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Single Tax worker, re-elected now for the
third time, had demonstrated that belief
in the Single Tax was really a valuable as-
set for any politician to hold, especially in
Harris county.

And so to begin with, the Somers sys-
tem of assessing property for taxation was
adopted. It revealed here, as it will prob-
ably everywhere else, that the real estate
of the rich was being assessed at about 40
per cent. of its value and that of the poor
at about 80 per cent. The assessed values
of land, exclusive of improvements, in the
business part of the city and in the suburbs
held in large tracts, was raised often from
100 to 200 per cent. and some times more,
in one instance the increase was 1500 per
cent., and that of the small homestead
owners and often of rich land owners, too,
were reduced in many cases. Yet no one
seriously contended that the assessment
rolls, as finally approved, were not fair,
and immensely nearer exact right and jus-
tice than had ever been the case before.
Land exclusive of improvements, whether
platted into lots and blocks or not, was
put in at 70 per cent of its value, and im-
provements at 25 per cent. Tax payers
were encouraged to forget all about ‘‘cred-
its"’ and money in bank, household furni-
ture, watches and jewelry and nearly
everything else pertaining to personal prop-
erty, except in the case of merchants,
whose stocks of goods went in on the 25
per cent. basis. The franchises of public
service corporations, never taxed before
by the city, were assessed at one fell swoop
in all, at $1,800,000, and Pastoriza gave
them to understand that he would make
it $3,000,000 if, by refusal to sign assess-
ment sheets prepared according to his val-
uations, predicate was laid for an injunc-
tion or any kind of legal disturbance.
They paid up with eagerness. This year
these franchises are assessed at $2,200,000,
in addition of course to the many millions
assessed upon the value of the plants and
land held by the corporations owniag the
franchises. Joe's policy is to raise the
franchise assessment values in broken
doses, for fear of shocking a management
here and there into an apoplectic fit at
the idea of a public service corporation,
paying taxes on anything like the real
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value of its property, as required in the
case of an ordinary citizen. He
will probably educate them up to it, how-
ever, within the next year or two.

LOS ANGELES, CAL.

Home Rule in Taxation League
516 American Bank Building.

Visitors to Los Angeles are invited to
make the League their headquarters.
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The Philosophy of
the Single Tax

AN 8 PAGE PAMPHLET
By James F. MorTON, JR.

A profound, yet clear, exposition of
the philosophy of our movement

in small compass.

. O cents
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Single copies .
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SINGLE TAX REVIEW
150 NASSAU STREET, N. Y. CITY

What Is The Fels Fund
Commission Doing?

If you don’t know you must not be
a subscriber to

The Joseph Fels Fund Bulletin

issued monthly by the Commission.
It will keep you posted. It tells
what money is being raised and in-
forms you concerning the activities
supported thereby. Besides it has
other items of interest to Single
Taxers. Only ten cents a year.
Send subscription to

THE

JOSEPH FELS FUND COMMISSION
77 Blymyer Building, Cincinnati, Ohio

Henry George’s Works.

PROGRESS AND POVERTY,

in cloth.

SOCIAL PROBLEMS, $1.00 in cloth.

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE,
$1.00 in cloth.

A PERPLEXED PHILOSOPHER,
$1.00 in cloth.

THE LAND QUESTION, CONDITION
OF LABOR, AND A PASSAGE AT
ARMS, Cloth, $1.00.

SCIENCE OF POLITICAL ECON-
OMY. Henry George's last book.
In cloth only, $2.50.

Sent postpaid on receipt of price.
SINGLE TAX REVIEW
150 Nassau Street New York.
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