Financing a new rail track

RAFFIC congestion costs UK busi-
I ness £20 billion a year. Now, the
government is to spend £180 billion

in the coming decade to reduce conges-
tion’s relentless growth. As
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it would be suited to heavy freight and high
speed passenger trains. 30% of its 800
route miles would be 4 track from the out-
set. With a loading gauge large enough for

Continental sized rolling stock

industry languishes and
brown land and houses lie
empty in the Midlands and
North, the South East is beset
by economic overheating.
Soaring house prices in and
around London are causing a
dearth of labour for important
public and private sector
services.

The Direct Link North rail
system would be to the exist-

it would end the effective iso-
lation of Britain’s rail
network.

Having read the full pro-
posal by Keith Gerry, a
consulting engineer, the
British Road chief executive
commented that the “the most
extensive upgrade of the exist-
ing rail system would only
have a minimal impact on traf-
fic growth”. Hence the leading

ing network what motorways
are to other roads. Running from the
Channel Tunnel under the Thames east of
London and up the eastern side of England
to the Scottish Lowlands, it would link all
major British conurbations together and to
their Continental markets. Joined with the
existing system, it would enable the growth
in passenger and freight traffic to be shifted
from road to rail.

With a ruling gradient of 1 in 200 and
ruling radius of curvature of 4 kilometres,
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questions to Britain’s Strategic
Rail Authority, as yet unanswered, — “Is a
new rail system, as envisaged by Direct
Link North, needed?”

My concemn is that implementing lesser
schemes, such as Central Railways’ pro-
posed freight line round London, following
the M25 orbital road, and Virgin's scheme
for supplementing the East Coast mainline,
will prejudice evaluation and adoption of
Direct Link North. After less adequate rail
links have been constructed, routes identi-

fied for Direct Link North have been built

over and major inter-regional traffic prob-

lems remain, there will be hindsight
recognition of an opportunity missed.

The all inclusive cost of the scheme, cal-
culated in 1998 at 1997 prices, is estimated
at £49

billion. The extent of its financial self-
sufficiency would depend on land needed
being obtainable at existing use values, and
the development gains at its 25 regional rail-
ports accruing to the railway.A need for
significant support from public funds is
envisaged for routes beyond Newcastle into
Scotland and beyond the Birmingham area
into South Wales. No estimates have been
made of the gains to the Treasury from
increased prosperity.

(OThe report ‘THE DIRECT LINK
NORTH. The proposal for a modern rail-
way system for Britain with specific
reference to relieving the burden of traf-
fic on the roads’ is obtainable from Keith
Gerry, 56 Beverley Gardens, Wembley,
Middx. HA9 9QZ for £42 including
postage and packing.

# John Pincham is a Surrey County
Councillor and director of Direct Link
North.
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