William Marion Reedy of $t. Louis
- “Hloquent Apostle”. of Single Tax

by CAROLINE G. NATIONS

W'II.I.IAM Marion Reedy was bom
on December 11, 1862. It is a
little late to pay tribute to the hun-
dredth anniversary of the birth of this
big man, but an iative re-
appraisal of him is very much in order.
He became famous as the editor of
Reedy’s Mirror, published in St. Louis,
and was so closely identified with his
r that it expired five weeks after
is death in 1920, Would that we had
a William Marion Reedy writing at the
resent time! Especially would the
ilenry George movement profit by
facing up to the enormous fact of the
land question as Reedy did in his day.
It is too little known that the Mirror
was an ardent supporter of the theories
ofHenryGeo:fe.SinocReed s death
governmental slum clearance has been
regarded as the ‘golution
for the decay and which'infects
~ the heart of St. Louis and other
cities. Reedy like Henry
see this method as a step in the wrong
direction. He would not hesitate to

sgeaka inst it as forthrightly as did
enry 5:;":;: himself.

Henry Geor, opﬁosedﬂ:e roposals
of th:ryTenemsczt ouse Co;mxssion
of New York as quackery. Anna
George de Mille, in her biography of
her father, Henry George, Citizen of
the World, explained his position in
terms that are are just as sound today
as when first expressed: “Doubtless
it seemed st to many at the meet-
ing, that Henry George, who dedicated
himself to improving the condition of
the poor, should denounce p
for tenement house reform and vehe-

mently oppose the plan to use public
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money to bsy condemned tenements
andbni.ldbc:tyerones. He had made it
clear that taxing land would make it
ive to lose it to slums atial
that “untaxing” improvements wou
automaticall mufe good buildings
instead of rookeries, He had
proved definitely that these were the

ickest, the most just, and the most
undamental means of slum clearance,
so it was not difficult for him to be
patient.”

The decay so much in evidence at
the heart of St. Louis and many other
large cities, demonstrates the very

lem Henry George clearly defined ;

e defined also its solution, the total
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tution. (It was in this same year that
Reedy was nominated as Missouri Sen-
ator for his party—but declined—and
he also received an honorary vote from
the Missouri as Presidential
Candidate on the Single Tax ticket).
Between ftlm;e years the editor’s ad-
v of this program through his
em in thePLﬁrror added many
interesting friends and incidentally in-
creased the sales of the paper.”

He also noted in this thesis that
there was little doubt that Progress
and Poverty had a marked effect on
Reedy. “Hardly an issue of the Mirror
appeared without some inent re-
marks rding the Single Tax ques-
tion. Oftimes important personages
who were Single Taxers wrote for the
weekly.” '

When William de Mille, son-in-law
of Henry George, wrote a children’s
play called “Dreams,” Reedy published
it as “The First Single Tax Play.” -

He was referred to as one of the
most informed men in politics in the

called him to
occasions, “where in private confet-
ence, he described the political and
economic conditions of Missouri to
the Executive.” He was also the con-
fidant of many members of the cabinet.

Max Putzel gives Reedy credit for
playing a significant part in encour-
aging pivotal authors who established
new trends in literature in “The Man
in the Mirror” which was published
by Harvard University Press last year,
and reprinted by permission in Focus/
Midwest in December, 1962. He points
out that “the broadening and liberaliz-
ing effect of the resulting naturalistic
trend redirected our letters, and in so
doing changed our lives. The trend is
now well known. Reedy’s part in it is
not, In the standard reference works
where his name is mentioned at all,
the account is invariably inadequate
and ill-informed.”
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Mr. Putzel mentions Reedy’s sup-

rt of Henry George only in passing.

et in embracing and vigomuslyhproE
moting Hi George's phil y 0
socialgscit:cz nee£ also _;ﬂ“ﬁﬂed a
keen discernment of the value of an-
other important trend, and one which
greatly increased the circulation of his

per. The Mirror enjoyed a national
circulation of 32,000 copies at its .
At that time the Atlantic’s ci ion
was seven thousand and the Nation’s
twelve. There can be little doubt that
the space Reedy gave to the Henry
George movement had much to do
with the popularity of his journal, for
at that time the single tax was a hotly
debated national Political issue.

Reedy'’s article, “Light on the Path,”
in the Mirror of March 28, 1912, is
humorously instructive on this point:

“The best, because the clearest book
ever written upon Protection or Free
Trede on the Free Trade side,‘is that
so entitled by- Henry George. It is the
most reliable book on the subject, and
i ting as a novel. Twenty years
ago this was printed in the Con-

ssional Record. Six members of the
g'ouse divided the book among them,
and each, under the ‘leave to print’

rivi.l?e, introduced a section in the
Em)r as part of his remarks during 2
debate on wool. These members were
Hon. Tom L. Johnson of Ohio; Hon.
William J. Stone of Kentucky; Hon.
Joseph E. Washington of Tennessee;
Hon. John W. Fithian of Illinois;
Hon. Thomas Bowman of Iowa; and
Hon. Jerry Simpon of Kansas. By an
old rule of the House, whatever ap-
pears in the Record is privileged to
sent through the mails free under a
Congressional frank. Protection or
Free Trade had therefore become
frankable.

“Funds were raised by popular sub-
scription to meet the se of print-
ing and in the form i:uf a si::lty-four

ge phlet, one million and sixty-
go :gzmd copies were printed and

(Continued on page 15)
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" the benefits George

Professor Hall said, “preferably the persuasive speakers alive, and because

titles should be left in private hands
as they are now, to give people a
greater sense of security in-therr im-
provements, The rental valuesis paid
to the community in lieu of a tax on
improvements.”
Miss de Mille emphasized, among
claimed for this
miethod, the fact that it would do away
with all land speculation. Around 1911,
she said, single taxers in Alberta,
Canada had written into the constitu-
tion the that if any mineral
deposits were found they would belong
to the government. Much later oil was
discovered, and now Alberta is ex-
tremely rich — they have all the high-
ways, schools and hospitals they
and for two successive have de-
clared a bonus of $20 to every living
Albertan,

€,

ism he drew a

eal of attention to himself.

followers understood him thor-
oughly and some didn’t. He was also
a highly controversial political figure,
His death occurring a few days before
election night in New York was
of the most dramatic episodes in
end of the century. The general
ic remembered that he’d been de-
eated—and the impression was that

his theory had been tried and failed—
it never bad been. Where it's been
tried parti in Denmark, New Zea-

of his

the
one
the

to the extent that it's been tried, and
with beneficial results, always.

In introducing this program, John
Dewey was quoted as saying that
“Henry George stands almost alone in

As a s as t0 why George our history as a man who . . . left an
l;;lslli't been heged. of mmch, Miss indelible imprust::n on ﬁ:’t onl.l! hi;
ille ed ‘that “during his life- own generation, but on the world an

time he was apparenitly one of the most _ the future.”

(Continued from page 1)
circulated in the second Presidential
struggle between Grover Cleveland
and Benjamin Harrison, when the
tariff question was the main issue.”

Reedy then stated that the Fels
Fund ission would print a new
edition of Protection or Free Trade
charging 214 cents a copy to cover the
cost of printing. It hoped to sell a
million copies. Each book would be
enclosed in a sealed franked envelope.
“If you're ‘agin the Tariff' here’s a
way to make converts to your side.
Circulate this book,” urged Reedy.

Since the tariff was the main issue in
the Presidential election, Reedy was no
doubt boosting the sales of his literary
journal throughout the country. That
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he was himself a tho ing
Georgist there can be no question. He
has said, “Henry George is the last
word on economics.”

Mr. Putzel tells us that Reedy “ridi-
culed Henry George even as the old
campaigner lay on his death bed, then
turned suddenly into an eloquent
apostle of the single tax.” How greatly
is this “eloquent apostle” needed
today!

[Anna George de Mille, daughter of
Henry George, once told of William
Marion s visits to her home in
California. Her endurance on the sub-
ject of si tax was greater than that
of her husband, who retired for the
night and left the two to go on dis-
cussing it enthusiastically.]
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