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Destitution and Crime

HAIRMAN KENNEDY of the New York Prison
Commission reports that there are about 12,000
boys from sixteen to twenty-one years of age, confined in
the prisons of that State, charged with crimes of violence.
The principal cause of youthful deliquency, he says,
iswant of religious instruction, and next, the lack of parental
restraint in a well-ordered home.

Commenting on this report, the Catholic weekly,
America, says:

‘““A conviction at eighteen may often trace back to a
fourteen-year-old criminal in the making. This unhappy
fact is a challenge to our schools, to our religious societies,
and, in a larger sense, to society itself. 5 e "

“When social and economic conditions make homes im-
possible for thousands of upright, God-fearing fathers and
mothers, it is greally lo be feared tha! the efforls of church
and school will fail of their full effect. We all know of the
Saints and heroes who grew up in the midst of grinding
poverty. Perhaps we do not inquire so carefully into the
effects of want and destitution. Poverty, voluntarily em-
braced, or accepted with resignation to the Divine Will,
is a powerful quickener of sanctity. But the want and
destitution which crowd a family into a hovel where there
is no privacy, and often not even decency, and which force
the growing boy and girl into the strects for amusement,
count their victims by the thousands. & ¥ i .

“Until we can establish an economic system which will
minimize the evils of the present regime, much of the
work for the child which really belongs to the parent, must
fall to the church and the school. Coemmissioner Kennedy
is correct in stressing the need of religion and parental
influence. But we must not forget the further need of
social reform.”

Port Newark

ORT NEWARK is a harbor and industrial development
comprising about 1600 acres of land, bought by the
City of Newark, N. J.,in 1914 for about $80 an acre. Most
of this was marsh land adjoining Newark bay, and is being
filled in and improved gradually. A new 40-acre tract has
just been put under contract and will be ready for de-
velopment by December, complete with dock facilities,
railroad sidings, etc. Then this tract will be leased by the
city on a twenty year basis with a sliding scale of increase.
So far the city has invested about ten million dollars in
this enterprise, and last year the port showed a profit,
though some of it was indirect. An income of $122,000
was derived from rentals, and the city officials estimate
that the added taxes from adjacent property which has
goneup in value becauseof the port project reached $500,000
for the vear. This rental comes from only 320 acres, and
as the expense of developing the rest will be much less
proportionately, a very large income is expected when the
project is finished. And as the city will not sell, but plans
to lease on a sliding scale, the revenue will increase as
land values rise because of the greater commercial activity
resulting from additional development.

Of course while the public reaps the benefits of the in-
creased land values within the area owned by the city of
Newark, only a part of the value given to adjacent areas
by these public expenditures goes to the treasury through
taxation; a far larger part going to the owners of such
adjacent land. But until our land and tax systems are
changed so as to take the rent of all land for public pur-
poses, such projects as that of Port Newark are useful in
retaining for the people the increased rent of so much of
the land as the City acquired; and useful also as an object
lesson to show how under a proper system, public revenues
would be directly increased as a result of public expenses.

How to Pay for a Court House

HE following item is from the New York Times of
February 11.

When Borough President Julius Miller of Manhattan
formally turns over the New York County Court House,
Pearl and Centre Streets, to Acting Mayor McKee at the
dedication of the new structure at 10.30 o’clock this morn-
ing, he will announce that the $11,500,000 site of the court
house centre has practically paid for itself. It has nearly
done so by the yearly increase in unimproved rcal estate
values since the City of New York assembled the large
plot for the new court house and Civic Centre.

The surplus land, which was left over after a site for the
court house was utilized, is equal in value, according to
President Miller, to the original purchase price of the
entire plot. The surplus is to be used for other buildings
to be erected as part of the New York Civic Centre.

Several months ago the city sold its surplus unused
land at anction and made several .million dollars above
cost. A few years ago Hon. Edward Polak, at that time
Registrar of the Bronx borough, advocated that the city
lease this land for home building purposes so as to supply
the housing shortage, obtain a revenue for the city, and
the city would receive the increment. This land would
come in handy now for the Limited Finance Building
Corporation to build cheap apartments upon. Their
complaint is now that they cannot buy land at a low
enough price so as to erect buildings at a low rental. This
is another object lesson for our public officials to ponder
over.

An Old Established Paper
For the Single Tax

HE Montreal Witness in answer to our friend, Alex-

ander Hamilton, of Pender Island, B. C., who wrote
that he was glad that the paper had taken a definite stand
on our principles, replies as follows:

We can reciprocate our correspondent’s pleasure by
saying that we are glad that he has discovered the Witness,
which has always held his main proposition, namely, that
ground rent belongs properly to the community, and has



