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a friend to him one day. “There are a
good many whoare just as conscientious
as yourself. They send them back, but
they do it privately, quietly, without
making & public furore, There is Mc-
Call, of Massachusetts, for one.”

“I know it,” said Baker, “but If Mr.
McCall held the railroads responsible
as [ do for the evils of our political life,
1 think he would do what I have done.”

Beating about the bush is an occupa-
tion unknown to the young radical's
working hours. The New York Board
of Trade and Transportationtelegraphed
him to use his influence for the bill pro-
viding a commission to investigate the
merchant marine, He replied Tn two
minutes as curtly as possible: *“Shall
oppose ship-subsidy schemes as [ shall
all speclal privilege iegislation.”

In the Congressional pharmacopoela
some men may be likened to tonics,
some to stimulants, some to healing lo-
tions, somé to powerful opiates. Baker
is a mustard plaster, which makes the

" patient uncomfortable and starts the
circulation, though it occasionally slips
and blisters the wrong spot.

TAFT A BIASED JUDGE.
Prof. Willlam Jamcs, in the Boston
Transcript, as republished in the New York
Evening Post.

. May a humble citizen add his word to
the discussion between the Secretary of
War and those who are asking the com-
‘ing Presidential conventions to put
plankspromising eventual independence
to the Filipinos into their platforms?
Secretary Taft thinks that any such
promise will unsettle the Filipino mind,
now in a fair way of being “‘educated”
politically. It will start all the native
politiclans to intrigulng for position in
anticipation of the promised day, and it
that day be less than a hundred years
off, Mr. Taft thinks it will find the na-
tives still untrained, still unfit, and
prove to be more of a calamity than a
blessing to them.

Now, I yleld to no one in esteem for
Secretary Taft, whom 1 believe to be one
of the finest characters now in public
life anywhere. The candor of his
speeches on this question wins my espe-
cial admiration. Unlike the simple,
brazen official utterances to which we
have grown accustomed in Filipino af-
fairs, what he says is really Instructive.
Assuming that we are something more
than partisan rooters, to whom he must
supply phrases, he seeks to persuade our
intellects by the very reasoms which
persuade his own, and he conc®als no
facts. It would greatly raise the tone
of political discugsion everywhere if his
exemple could be foliowed,

On all these accounts, and because he
has been there, and knows the places
where the shoe pinches, Mr. Taft's
prestige is naturally enormous. His
knowledge is concrete and solid, men
say, while that of the bishops and col-
lege presidents who have signed the peti-
tion for independence is vague and
remote. It would be no wonder if at the
conventions his advice should carry the
day against all the voices that urge an in-
dependence plank. “In the very nature
of things,” the delegates will think, “his
opinion must be wiser thah that of all
these people at this distance.”

I wish now to glve some reasons why
the opinion of a man who has played
Gov. Taft's position in the islands does
not deserve to carry this preeminent au-
thority, and why the remoter view of
long-range judges may well on the whole
be wiser., I believe that his close per-
sonal relations to the struggle, so far
from strengthening the prestige of any
general views of policy which he may
utter, ought, on the contrary, to be al-
lowed for and discounted. It seems to
me emphatically a case for applying the
“personal equation.”

Secretary Taft is himself the creator
of the present regime in the Philippines.
He was sent there to repair the work of
mere destruction which President Me-
Kinley's administration had with sucha
light heart originally blundered into,
and to turn, if possible, a purely military
conquest into a genuine assimilation.
He accepted the miesion in good faith,
and organized a government, of which
the sole animating prineiple is the per-
manent welfare of the natives—as we
are able to conceive that welfare. He
started this work tinder incredible diffi-
culties, in the midst of war, with Amer-
fcan army opinion dead against him,
with all the riff-raff of American ex-
ploiters and editors In Manila down
upon him, with native support inefficient
and suspicious when not actively treach-
erous, and with no help save that of his
few officlal coadjutors and of his con-
sclence. The hard beginnings of the
task are over, and the infant adminis-
tration toddles on two legs successfully.
Evolution on the lines attempted seems
possible; one by one the later features
of the programme may be realized.

Is it humanly conceivable that the
creator of such an unfinished state of
things should willingly suffer its evolu-
tion to be interrupted? It is the child of
his loins and he must insist upon its
growing to maturity. The good of the
islands, as he is able to imagine it, is
identified with that programme ex-
clugively. Other good, as other people

may imagine it, is not that good, is but
’

that good's destruction. Secretary Taft
is in the very nature of the case bound,
even though there were a flagrantly bet-
ter possible alternative, to remain a
passionate advocate of the system of
which he is himself the author. He is
morally unable to be an Impartial wit-
ness,

As regards the system’s prosperous
evolution, his hopefulness ought also to
be taken with a large discount by the
American delegate and voter. The gov-
ernor general of an Oriental dependency
cannot possibly see into the full rotten-
ness. The information he goes by Is cer-
tain tobe accommodated and predigested
for his reception. Hardly a native meets
him sincerely; and his official family,
laboring under identical drawbacks,
cannot restore the bulance to his sense
of reality.

Mr. Taft, in short, is too close to the
Philippine job to estimate its general
historical bearings. Theese general
bearings are, it seems to me, probably
more justly apprehended by such edu-
cated men at home as those who have
signed the petition to the conventlons.

To myself, as one of the signers, the
great historical objection to Secretary,
Taft’s scheme is that it is so desperate-
ly Utopian. “The Philippines for the
Filipinos™ i{s an admirable watchword,
but that it actually should be a watch-
word reveals thewhole priggichness and
spuriousness of the situation. Coun-
tries that really are for their Inhabitants
have no such watchwords; the fact that
they are for them is obvious. The watch-
word In this case is to remind us con-
querors of our duty. We are to “‘give"
the Filipino true liberty instead of the
false liberty he aspires to; we are to re-
veal his better self to him, to be his
savior against his own weaklzess.

The officials entrusted with the car-
rying out of such a policy ought to be the
offspring of a marriage between angels
and steam engines. They ought, at
least, to be an apostolic succession of
missionaries. Secretary Taft himéell
and a few of his colleagues have the best
missionary spirit. But the frankness
with which he admits his moral isolation
is pathetic. If the natives are ever to
do the American character justice, he
thinks, the Americans who go to the
Philippines must, first of all, change
their character and manners. Even the
teachers, if reports can be trusted, have
become rowdies, and scores of them de-
serve to be deported.

Mr. Taft says: “Give us a hundred
years and we may outgrow these diffi-
culties. Let the question of indepen-
dence then be broached, if need be, but
not soconer.” But isthisanything but the
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enthusiasm of an initiator over his own
work, and does not all history speak
loudly against it? Is it likely that a suc-
cession of Tafts can be provided? And
if we turn from official life to private
life, can the leopard change his spots,
or the Anglo-Saxon his unsociability?
And can Amerlcans of the sort that go
to try thelr fortunes in the tropics ever
be expected to succeed in the role of
sympathetic friends and helpful elder
brothers?

The trouble is that every step in the
success of the Taft programme will
breed new kinds of trouble. Suppose the
Filipinos take all the education we give
them—that will only make them the
wmore frantic for independence—it is the
“educated” natives of India who are the
really troublesome enemies of British
rule there, and if independence is out
of reach there will be endless agitation
for Statehood, as even now in Porto
Rico it is beginning.

It is impossible seriously to believe
that 100 years or 200 years will be differ-
ent from 20. They will still show a ter-
rier-and-rat relation. History shows
that no force endures like hatred of the
allen ruler. The Filipinos had it when
we arrived there, and they have national
ideals which no yellow race except the
Japanese has ever poscessed. We have
immensely deepened this side of their
nature, enriching their history with im-
perishable legends and traditions and
with a procession of heroes and martyrs.
Two hundred years will alter this no
more than 20.

Secretary Taft is too good a liberal to
eay the word ‘‘never” when Inde-
pendence is suggested. He simply says:
“For God's sake, don't mention such
a lhi:‘:g Just now. Let things drift along
as they are indefinitely.” Does he for-
get that it was through the McKinley
policy of drift that we lost our hold on
the original situation? Benevolent
drifting can hardly be much more gatis-
factory than crafty drifting. People's
minds are settled, not unsettied by a cer-
tainty, and when Secretary Taft affirms
the contrary I can only suspect his in-
terest in his own schemes of government

_tobe growing a little convulsive,

The real obstacle to a promise of in-
dependence by our Congress is the old
human aversion to abdicating any pow-
er once held. When love of power and
the desire to do good run in double
harness the team is indeed a difficult one
to stop. Cant and sophistry then cele-
brate their golden wedding. It is then
that we have to kill thousands in order
to avert the killing of tens or hundreds
by one another. 1t is then that the boss-
ruléd Yankee finds the sacred duty laid

-taneous.

upon him of preserving alien races from
being exploited by their own politicians.

If after 20 years or s0 we let the Fili-
pinos part in peace, it is likely that some
American commandments will be
broken. But the situation will have this
much of good about it, that it will then
have become endogenous and spon-
It will express native ideals,
and natives will be able to understand it.
Continuity is essential to healthy
growth. Let the Filipino leaders try
their own system—no people learns to
live except by trying. We can easily
protect them agalnst foreign interfer-
ence; and if they fail to be good exactly
according to our notions,is not the world
full even now of other pecple of whom
the same can be sald, and for whose bad
conduct towards one another we agree
that it would be folly to make ourselves
responsible?

Any national life, howevet turbulent,
should be respected which exhibits fer-
ments of progress, human individual-
itles, even small ones, struggling in the
direction of enlightenment. We know
to our cost how strong these forces have
been in the islands. Let them work qut
their own issues. We Americans surely

i

do not monopolize all the possible forms.

of guodness,

It Is for such reasoms as these that,
with all respect for Secretary Taft, I am
not in the least degree converted by his
pronouncements against promising the

Filipinos independence.
———

I repeat so that all men may hear,
that I am a free trader, and proudly
take my stand with Sir Robert Peel,
Richard Cobden, John Bright and Henry
George. I may be an humble member
of that [1lustrious company, but it is bet-
ter to be a doorkeeper in the house of
honest free traders than to dwell in the
tents of wicked protectionists. —Hon
Champ Clark.

He who consents to special privilege,
is loglically estopped from criticism of
any proposed plan for amelioration to
the unprivileged.

"EDWARD. HOWELL PUTNAM.

Curse me, O ILord, with want and ],
But make my spirit strong, and still;
Give me, whate'er Thy hand denies,

A soul no swine-trough satisfies,

—A, 8t, Jehn Adcock.

BOOKS

LANDMARKS OF SOCIAL PROGRESS.

Ably assisted by W, D. P. Bliss, editor
of “The Encyclopedia of Reforms,” Dr.
Josiah Strong has edited a new year-
book (Social Progress. New York: The

Baker & Taylor Co., Union Square,
North), the first number of which, that
for 1904 ($1 net), has just appeared.
This American annual undertakes to
furnish statistics and other information
relative to the economic, industrial, so-
cial and religious activities of theworld;
and on the whole it appears by the
initial number to have made more than
a fair beginning.

Defects in the first number of such a
publication are Iinevitable. It is not
altogether surprising, therefore, to find
such omissions as Shearman’s “Natural
Taxatlon” from a bibliography of the
“land question and the single tax,” in
which Seligman’s tax essays appear, nor
such another as George's “Protection or
Free Trade” from the bibliography of
“tariff and taxation,” in which Selig-
man'e essays again appear. These
omlisslons are somewhat conspicuous,
inasmuch as Shearman’s book Is widely
known and contains the antidote to
Seligman’s essays, and George's is the
best known as well as the moet radical
discussion of the tariff question. How-
ever, euch omiselons are doubtless due
to oversight and can easily be remedied
in future numbers of the Annual.

One other defect of the book is {llus-
trated by the reference at page 128 to
the popular defeat of local option im
taxation at the Colorado election a year
and a half ago. That defeat, due to a
multiplicity of causes, i8 accounted for,
as matter of opinion, by ene cause. The
fact that this was probably one of the
minor causes is less important than the
expression of a mere opinion as explan-
atory of facts in & work that ought to be
absolutely colorless, and must be so if
it is to acquire the kind of reputation
without which no such periodical can
command unquestioned confidence.

But after all is said that can be said
about its shortcomings, Dr. Strong's
“Social Progress” amnual remains a
book for ready reference which men
interested in the public activities of the
time can {1l afford to be without. There
are few if any subjects of vital publie
interest regarding which the book does
not furnish at least a pointer for in-
vestigation, and on many it supplies all
the information the ordinary -citizen
needs. Its scope has been thoughtfully
outlined and the work has evidently
been done with skill and patient care.
The contributions on the progress of so-
cialism are by H. Gaylord Wilshire and
A. M. Simons, and that on the progress
of the single tax is by Henry George, Jr.

PAMPHLETS.

The Federal Single Tax Councl] of Aus-
tralia, which may be reached@ by addressing

Mr. John 2. White Writes for * ‘Wlly.

Mr. White will have an interesting letter in
April “Why" and each month thereafter, until
further nofice. describing his lecture tours and
the work of the Henry George Lecture A!sm‘:ll-
tion. You rhould not miss any of these issues.
Send twenty-five cents in stamps or coin to
FRANK VIERTH, Editor *Whv, "Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. This pays for yearly subscription.
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