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When the community recognizes that—a
simple enough fact—our fight is ended and
and our victory is won.—J. D. M.

THE WORLD STORM AND BEYOND.*

This is a series of essays on the great
European war, its causes and probable
consequences.

The author traces the spread of mili-
tarism northward from the days of Julius
Caesar and Imperial Rome, through
France and Bonaparte to the German
Kaiser and the Russian Czar. The Kaiser,
he intimates, may be an unconscious in-
strument for the furtherance of those dem-
ocratic ideas which were undermining his
throne when the war was precipitated.
Whether militarism will finally take refuge
in Russia, the only great power further
north, remains to be seen. Germany he
regards as a dual monarchy as much as
Austro-Hungary, the military machine be-
ing imposed upon the Socialistic people,
who really represent the modern projection
of the ideas of the French Revolution.
Karl Marx he calls the Rousseau of the Rev-
olution beyond the Rhine, and the tremen-
dous military machine, he thinks, was
maintained as much to hold these two an-
tagonistic parts together as to foster Pan-
Germanism in Europe. The German people,
if they did but know it, are in the throes of
an internal revolution. The free institu-
tions across the Rhine seem likely to be
extended to them while the wonderful
social and industrial progress of Germany
bids fair to spread throughout Europe.

Whatever the outcome of the present
war the author thinks the future belongs to
Russia. She is a true cosmopolitan, ever
eager to learn from other civilizations.
But Russia dreams of the sea. ‘‘The open
sea is the open mind. The oceans are civ-
ilization.” The great nations of the earth
are those that have conquered the oceans
and so Russia has longed for ports, but all
the other nations have opposed her ambi-
tions even at the price of war. Europe has
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looked down upon Russia, but unjustly.
Democracy means something more than
government and the Russian people, in
spite of their Czar and their bureaucracy,
are democratic and this quality of the
people will finally assert itself in the gov-
ernment. The centre of the real Russian
life is the village, not Petrograd, and the
Russian village is a democracy similar to
the Saxon village of early England. In
England excessive individualism has brought
poverty while the Russian lends himself
readily to cooperation. In England the
baron has absorbed the property of the
commune while in Russia the commune has
absorbed the property of the baron. In
the so-called civilized nations the miseries |
of the people are due to government and
can only be remedied by a social revolu-
tion, while in Russia they can be changed
by popular education in normal develop-
ment. The Saxon mind is obsessed with
politics but the Russian sees things more
in their social aspect. The plutocratic
aristocracy which is the curse of the Ger-
manic people is traced back by the author
to the gilds. The Russian institution
known as the Artel he finds a true and na-
tive cooperative movement which is indig-
enous to Russia and may be taken as an
indication of what the people will accom-
plish when they finally begin to move.
Already the artels are entering the manu-
facturing field with the sanction of the au-
tocratic government. The ruling house in
Russia is half German and many of the in-
fluences that have worked harm to the
Russian people during the past 200 years
are Germanic in their origin. The true
voice of the Russian people is found in
Tolstoi.

There are two classes of wars, says the
author, wars of conquest or personal am-
bition, and wars of human need. The
land holdings of a people individually
are generally in inverse ratio to the
land holdings of their State; or, in
other words, as the State begins to win
the world the people of that State begin to
lose their own farms. We have not per-
ceived this patent truth because we read
history for cultural, not for ethical reasons.
In other matters we progress, but in the
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land problem we seem to learn nothing
from past experience. The author finds a
close parallel between ancient Rome and
modern Britain in the policy of world con-
quest and contrasting domestic misery.
He thinks it is open to question if it would
not have been better for the people of Eng-
land if Napoleon had conquered their land.
“Once let England’s foreign trade be men-
aced and the Island Kingdom faces the di-
lemma, Circuses or Land.” While Eng-
land has been developing extensively, Ger-
many has been developing intensively. Two
tremendous social experiments have been
going on, the extensive and the intensive,
provinces, and acres, world dominion and
individual efficiency, and now confront
each other across the Straits of Dover.

We cannot fairly judge a State unless
we know something of the relation of its
people to its land, for free institutions de-
pend for permanency upon this relation.
England today finds herself in a dilemma.
There is not one argument which the Lib-
eral Party has used against the landlords
of England that cannot be used by Germany
against England herself, as most of her for-
eign possessions were acquired by the sword.
Why is England entitled to ten times more
of the earth’s surface than Germany?
“Landlordism, no less than militarism, is
one of the problems that must be solved by
this war if permanent peace is to come.
Any talk of disarmament that does not pro-
vide also for the disarmament of the land-
lord is a mere bandying of useless words."
Landlordism is the cause of militarism and
judging as between Germany and England
the effects of the former are the worse of the
two.

A plea for a federation of European States
next follows, the example of the United
States being brought forward as an histor-
ical precedent. No choice is possible ex-
cept between this and imperialism. Ger-
many's experiment in world empire is the
sixth that hascursed Europe. Whydid Ger-
many not read history aright? Will Eu-
rope leave the task of federation to Russia?
‘Whatever the failings of the United States
may be we have at least solved the problem
of the unification of States although our
problem is simplified by a common lan-
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guage, whereas in Europe there are at least
three distinct races to beconciliated—Latin,
Teutonic and Slavonic. The political work
of the Anglo-Saxon will probably be re-
garded as his chief contribution to the future
civilization. All the energies of the Euro-
pean nations have been directed toward co-
operation for war and not for peace.

Hequestions whether the set-back given by
the war to Socialism is permanent and re-
gards the spirit of Socialism, which is noth-
ing but co-operation or mass effort, as an
old and gradually growing principle, which,
manifesting itself most strongly in war, is
bound to spread its influences through all
the phases of human life. Why has the
machinery of death been socialized while
the machinery of life remains competitive?
Even the class struggle disappears in war.
In the present war we have the most perfect
example of the efficiency of Socialism the
world has ever seen. Any wide social strug-
gle that is attended by great suffering is
war. For the first time in Europe Socialism
is being heard and actually seen in opera-
tion. Our war system is centuries ahead of
our peace system. During war a nation is
a society; during peace it is an aggregate of
individuals. Sooner or later Peace will
have to go to school to War to learn how to
care for men.

The author draws a very instructive pic-
ture of the altruismof the generals who are
leading the great armies in this war, con-
trasted with the greed of the captains of in-
dustry. What would one of these military
leaders say if he were offered a tent and
paraphernalia furnished with Oriental lux-
ury by money taken from the wages of the
common soldiers? This spirit of comrade-
ship more than anything else we need if we
are to put an end to the barbarism of
peace.

One legacy of the past which should be
newly assessed as a result of this war is cul-
ture. The scholar instead of the priest has
become the father confessor of the nations.
Culture is a new religion employing all the
instruments of the Dark Ages for its spread.
How incongruous, a cultural crusade in an
era of democracy! Germany has not eman-
cipated herself from the medievalism of her
universities where human values are ignored
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entirely or are considered of secondary im-
portance.

One chapter of this interesting work is
devoted to the ‘“Moral Failure of Efficien-
cy.” We have mistaken literacy for edu-
cation. Literacy is the sop which our com-
fortable society throws to democracy. We
are blind to the inner forces of life, spiritual
paupers. We are turning our schools into
workshops. We are living for the present
only, for the commercial efficiency that
dominates the age. Efficiency produces a
workman, education a human being. We
are purchasing efficiency at the price of the
eternal verities. Germany, the most con-
spicuous example of efficiency in the modern
world, has shown us where it leads if carried
to its logical conclusion. The center of our
modern system is the factory —industrial-
ism. The moment a man gives himself up
to being a mere part of a great machine he
loses sight of the fact that he is a human

being. In this respect the workman and
the soldier are alike. Each is a mere unit of
labor. If our whole superstructure has col-

lapsed it is because our foundation, our edu-
cational system, are false. Militarism is
simply a militant factory. The factory is
simply our educational system at work.
These are the three cars in the train of the
modern world. Who cannot see that the
present catasrophe is the wreck of the whole
train?—EpwaRrRDEs P. INGERSOLL.

EVOLUTION AND THE WAR.*

Among the countless books that have
poured from the British and American
press as a reaction to the stimulus occa-
sioned by the European Revolution, that
one which bears the title at the head of this
article and which has been written by Dr.
P. Chalmers Mitchell, of the Zoological
Society of London, deserves the attention
of those who seek through clear vision and
right understanding of the nature of things,
to mould the future of Society.

No more tragic psychological catastrophy
has ever been precipitatedfby blundering
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humanity, than the perversion of the doc-
trines of Darwin by the prophets of German
political philosophy, Trietchke, Bernhardi,
and others, in their attempts to justify
aggressive warfare by invoking the theory
of the struggle for existence as the means
by which progress has been and must be
effected. Dr. Chalmers has done what
was much required for the clarification of
thought on this most important subject. It
is unfortunately true that the popular mind
has become magnetized by the phrases and
catch-words of some of Darwin’s successors,
who have familiarized us with such express-
ions as ‘“Nature red in tooth and claw,”
“Survival of the fittest,” ‘“The perpetual
effort to catch and eat and to avoid being
caught and eaten;” and so has become pre-
disposed to think of the past history of the
world as a battle-ground where a ruthless
war of extermination has been constantly
going on; and that the horror of it is just
the price we have paid and must continue
to pay for all that we call progress in civiliz-
ation. The popular mind, therefore, has
been by its induced condition, compelled
to an unwilling assent to such propositions
as that of Bernhardi's, ‘“Wherever we look
in Nature we find that war is a fundamental
law of development. This great verity,
which has been recognized in past ages, has
been convincingly demonstrated in modern
times by Charles Darwin.” Few of us,
even those who are most familiar with the
writings of the great naturalist, have had
the courage to boldly put'a mark of in-
terrogation against such dogmatic state-
ments as this. But Dr. Mitchell has done
it, and done it mos. effectively, and for
that service all who wish to retain some-
thing of their faith in the ultimate suprems-
acy of Good, must feel deeply grateful.
“Eyes and ears,’’ said Heraclitus, “‘are
bad witnesses to those who have barbaric
souls.” It is one of the most difficult les-
sons given humanity to learn, that the
chances of our rightly interpreting even
the most obvious facts of experience, de-
pend upon the quality of the emotions un-
der which we collect, collate, and reason
from them. And when the facts from
which theories of life have been deduced
are not those which have come under the



