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| MODEIRN MAN AND THE LIRERAL ARTS.
New Yook Roked
1T 330 P

o By Framd Neftms
o Sehulpentach TPogudaion.
Indexed, Cloth, £330

fn this companion picce to iz eackier werk,

The Roows 8f Qar Learaing, Franchs Nelbon

challenges the epindons of such wmen as Jokn

- Dewes, fames B, Conang and Awpeld 1 Torne
bee. The result 3s 2 goonp of oritcal ssap
written with clastty, simplicisy smd enthusiasio.

Througheut bis fong fde, Mr Neison bas
watched and Shen parst i sdogationad, polites
and economdc aovements, Thus, ic us essays
on sduration jie speaks 15 one who hos secn 2t
elase sange the expertmiars of moders sduor
tors and £3 able to weigh o the scalss of achieve
ment the resulis 50 fav attaned by the so-called
progressives, Mr. Nelbos 15 sronpie of fhe
opinion thet we are losing ot in the education-
#} feld by preseniday methads e is Bosly
convinced thet 0 be trody edocated, & man or
wimia must be sieeped in the wisdom of the
past, must havy stdied the soeresses 224 faik
uses of bygone o one, and must realls
kaow what ke bs tsiking shoa when i romes
t gach impoeat Makes 5s, [ omstanse, hos
man liberty and sconmuie justice. He Ends lile
to comdore him in the current wene. “There s

an ifliteracy of the edvcated fxdar” he swps
“that is far more dingereus thas the Hitteracy

of the iliterain”

In sharp contessr fo this coatun's cop of
miseducated youngstess, hopping off the col-
lugiate assembly ling every twelve months, Mr.
Neitson cites Meary George whose Alma Mater
wits 0o vine-clid hall bes the crowded Zore-
castle of a foursmsred lediaman and the inke
splashedd offiey of o printer’s shop. Yet, in his
fater years, Mr. Nellson pelnts aub chis self.
taught scholar woove a hook which reveals “not
only o tepacity of purpose, bt a thurgughsess
of review wharl rovers Wl thy heown works of
the chick ecompmists - . durlng thy sighieesth
aed nineteenth centunce Moreovet. Proagres
ard Poverty shows o Ganuliagity with studies
that le on the friage of the scivace of political
eeonomy, There ate innaussrable re{eences to
anthors who are net mestioned by writers on
economic subjects, even so law as foln Stoart
Mill.” And Mi. Neilson cencludes: T'n 2 man
like Menry Genrge, the puoosuit of knowleidge
meant toiling to the heart of the subicet elong
the tough riad of themy probleaw: the best
way in the end for & mae to squip fhmsclf
with the thought of his worlly predocessoss.”

In a two part ey endtled, “The Consplnag
Against the English Pessantre” the asthor
tsaces in shoet compass the war of thee nobles
against the tillers of the soil. For seven hundred
years at least, through furced enclasuze of e
fand, the villages were dupopalited and the
people driven it the 1owns. N woe @ woeas
misconception,” it is stated, “to Lreat the so-
called Industrisl Revolution as o cause of the
mpoverishivent of the poople, Thene was evi-
dence snotigh o be found in the frst rocords
of the Febian Society to convince spv engasst
studeat that . . . the migration of the conntry
men te ihe towns sesulted oo sitpersbuadant
laber roacket, with the result that wages fell as
prices of commudities rose” The touz story of
thiy dage periad in Eoplsh history has beea ig-
nered by the chied histozians, but here it s told

Cin & weay to moke Uis soher Tossoni clae. -

The authed's pwa carsey 0 Brttigh polivics
gh‘aﬁ. fam bz souene mateeial Tos
of Liberafism and Radicafisan. In

he Decay of

Libesalises™ e fraces he histonical tackgrouné
- and soope of the movemsat in Englind from

the time of its inceprion, thoough the dips of

s preatest infugoee, o fs dechre and dearh
st the begloming of Wordd War 1 He abic
eranines Do Conert's starnd on Amevioas sed-

fcalisin and (b possibility of #5 raejval

My Nuilon &z: ;5 e ioss of vidility 1o
wup present-dey pofitical movements and the ab-
seree of vigorons protest against the wrong-do-
s oi hose in power. In his eser, “The S
forwe of the Opposition,” b2 says, "W have ne
Swify 1o mzoe 3 frontal arteck wpon the hastious
of polital feiquiry . . . no Hazlit 1o shake
the very feundstions of aa Edmund Bordte; no
Jumius to eveal the sardid methods of shatesmen
and their toadies. The oppoagen is sifant.”

Aguinst a broad :__u!mra! baekgronnd the
theme of theose essays is brought to 2 doamatic
climax in the twe conclading pieces and the
auchor™s digrmusina of the ~aneus philosaphics
st higtorical interyretsrion., Tiere he comapares
and sooiruts Spengler and Toynber, Treedoun
asd Brooke Adums, Vieo and Bordbardt in o
maaner which Jewves 0o wader ranfmed a5 f0
Lis purpnse noe mesi stiangle ipoess evory
themzhitful persue wih che i poince of koow
mg how fa the sngesicdze of the past e
the conditions o the preent dap.

Ay, Netlson s also the auther of The Elee-
entl: Canmendmees, Ty Queed of Instice, Tae
Teayedy of Eneope (Ave volunes), The Rooss
of Gur Loaiping, Al of thy € i a
many otler wieks, Now in s sighly-lisst year,
he is an indefatigable writer, and bis aticles
ary constandy baing puilished in such listin.
yuished smagasioes a5 The Asmerizan Jaginal of
Etavanics and Socology, lndeed, I s in thix
Touraal that many of thess assays et appraced,
and the enthusiastic reception which they re-
reivedd there encouzaged ihe anthor in the com-
pilatton of the present bosk.~V. G. Prrerson

ON UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE. By James
B Conent, Vale Cuiveesity Preq, Num
Haven, 1947155 pp. 200
The intadecion to Dr Conant’s book in

spires confidence in the mar and respeut for the

Philisepher, Fietaply in the preface he has

sapght 10 appralse and set in proper perspece

tive the atom bomb The scieotists, ho wlates,
fad hoped shar theiz sescarzhes soubd develop
aomic energy For power and demonstrare the
impossibility ohic explosive Bat sinee

¢ of ag
the discovery of the boiab was in a nense e
evitabide 0 a soiemibe age, he i3 corselad with
the thaught that the demossacies were fou.
aale in fhe dming. Noting the many beneticent
discaverizs of scieare be invobies the wisdon so
abundan: i oz of the atsatest of all phile-
shphical essavs, Fraersoa's Law of Cumpensa:
tion, “Wih every influx of light comes new
danger. . . Thete is 2 cradk in everything God
bas nade. . . . But the doctrine of compensa-
tiof: 15 not the docitiae of inmJifference,”

The main trmatize wveals the schala in ag-
tioeea stimulating wed enlightening tcacher,
He ciros the mowing impocance of soience
with the sttendant meed o clarlfoation 2f pop-

Ris drcussion -

WILLIAM §. VCONNOR, Editor

niar dhivkany sbouf aredficas of scencs
ings genen! cuimre The
manon ol objectve, factunl  acalysis
ased ol contelied apesimeniation waold,
ba Selieves, rzad o give poater weight to the
satenzl oot s de g factows in 5
pzopressive Free sociory. it 1 not suffclent fo be
will informed about sience, The cssendal hing
is undecstanding, Fe prefers the histori]

cemtiser  Ghaa [i&ikxa-:}gniﬂ_w}_- approach fos
ackiaving difs snd,

His demanstration of e mieodes 3 an ahe
siwheng snd fascinating stery. He combines the
techaigoe of the Libertery with the elogusine
of the lettue roow aate o Jeieg, doswmenged
higiery of the cealmren of windil methed and
discovery. At the Jawn of the 17 cenlury
Aristorie’s dogme that maduse sbhor aovasauen
eordinued to hedpe the covcupts of the wien
dsts. When Galideo pondersd the reagon why
mater wanld oor Hl0 2 vacman mwore thon 34
feet above the level of the semece b soegh
extend the vanzun coneept by apecclitagg
the cofursn broke of Bs own weight, His papilg,
Torsivelit and Vivians, equisped with the Jong
wsed machanionl pumn aad (ke koown b lutie
ronsiderad waighs of air voncept, abolished ti
vicunm theors Dy supportiog 4 column of mar-
cory with aiy prossre. Pasial geee addnionad
weidrote of the “sprng of 207 by showing thet
the memure oolomp sherteped Wit My olevae
pon abuve sex level, Voo Guerddke devised the
Magdeburg demitphieres et with air expelied
defied the strenath of horses 1o sepaabe thein
Yal fedl apat when the almesgherio pressus
mans casibiznd il W . Rofaeer Bovke
wmith gmore clshoraty con ot enesl
Torrleeli by demonstrating the rise and 41 of
the mcrogs celugin as the air prossurs upon i
was fncreased and decrmsed.

The twitching of & frog’s bog ia proxiungy o
an electrical muchone aftrachod fthe emeead Ga.
serest of Galvanl. Volt theangh coptrelled ox
perient revised Galvian's specelative couey
and the ectric Datrery was bom, Resotgen we
vestigatcd what othess bad sured—the foggiog
of photsgrephic plates near sa dleenic: dis
charpe—and by the romse of accideatal discovery
and plapnsd expervent the 2oy was evolved
Haw the adbitracily entecuched element, phiog-
istng, inoa long tadle of pelemics. socideniad
digeemeriah and cantrolled tests, was transsutid
into the scientific concepe of combustion s
drasatically but feroally anfelded and dbere
ical sefence was emancipated frop the Arisio.
velean concept of the four slements, sagth, aiz,
Ao and wates,

The reader is lefe aith the langing this De
Corant will recongider his criginal cmenpt—
a puide for feschiog e mothads of sifencee-
and wxpansl o Bis awn angpossing srple the
glimpse he has exposed of & magic wortd into
the complere sanorema of scence, Aad io the
peocess e wistfully Hope thal he will agaln
conaft the great masterplice of hls—-pd o
s—=favogite philasopher. Tmenon’s Law of Com
pensation, sod extend Ris great tadent ta the
fiedd of sucial sclznce with by mentor's ame
ristons constantly fo mind, Cidatues hates raon.
opolies and exceprons, . . . Thiags refise o
be mismonaged bang. .. I you max too high,
the reveeme will yield aotbing. . . . Nething
arbitenrs, cothing amiiera] ot enduee,”
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