Cities on the Danger List

SICK CITIES, by Mitchell Gordon.
The Macmillan

y, New

York. 1963. $6.50

HEN one considers the state of

affairs in our cities—con
tion, decay, smog, crime, blight, fiscal
crises—the term “sick cities” is a very
apt one. The author of this
however, is not like a doctor, diag-
nosing and prescribing, Instead he
reports the various rashes and dis-
loc;tions aﬁilctxr;g today’s urban ams,dt
and speaks of their “patch-quilt”
growth. Unfortunately, this bo'g: is
something of a patch-quilt itself,
piecing together a great amount of
information about a great number of
cities.

Nevertheless, it is a good reportor-
ial job, and along with the horrible
side, Mr. Gordon presents some con-
structive solutions being attempted by
various cities. But
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did not, a common denominator by
looking more closely at the land on
which cities are built. The high price
of land, the monopoly of land, the
effects of land ion, the under-
taxation of lan oser attention to
these matters would have shed much
more light on the diagnosis of our
sick cities. -
Here and there in the book, some
pertinent cases are related, but with-
out being given the emphasis they
deserve. The author ledges
that, with all the crowding, there is
still plenty of space, but that it is
ing “less and less acoessible,”
and more and more high-priced, but
he lets this fact slip by. He also sees
that, ite complaints and crises of
munici 't}es, they have not made
as of the property tax bs
should, but he np:l):es no distinctiith:;
between land and buildings.
Mr. Gordon also observes that
cities, instead of turning to Washing-
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