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America’s Only Original Economist

By G. R, DAVIES

F‘II’-T‘J’ YEARS ago the only distinctively
Aumerican ccenomist to win warld fame died
in Now York, America las forgotten him, but
the word of scholarship abread gives him a
frigh place i the Hali of Pame. His principal
worx was translated into all the important lan-
guages, and sold millions of copies. Fves in
this country it teceived the transient honor of
a place in the Congressiona! Record.

It is strange that even though America hag
produced eminent business leadess, it has never
produced a system of economic thought. Our
ceonomics—a blend of science and ninsteenth-
century ethics—has bren almaost altogether im-
postec from Burope, The English classicists of
the cighteenth and nineteenth cenwury, and the
Austran “targioalists,” have been our teach-
aps, Our own lendiag econpmists have merely
wchoed Europesn teachings, or st best have
contributed meatc commentaries. For this
reason Our predent economic system, without
our iotending it, has deifted into the historic
dilemmn of lectic inflationary progress alter-
mattng: with  pacalyzing dedationary employ-
ment=in Henry George's phrase, Pragress and
Poverty, the litle of his chiel work.

Insofar as Henry George is remembered here
at ali, he is remembered as an exponent of the
so-called “single tax.” The term implics a tax
on laad wepresenting nornal interest on its cap-
italized value, 1t was based on the feffersonian
theory thet “the carth is given as a common
stock for man to labdt and live on”

This theary of equal rights in the use of land
is one of the oldest ethical concepts of history.
Jt was held by the Hebrew prophets, and in
somewhat modifisd form by classic and medieval
philosophers. In an expanded form it was wov-
en into Adam Sraith’s theory of small business,
Hence merely in respect to the single tax, Heory
George seeims to bave little pectinence in these
days of world markets, high finance, corpora-
tions, and other forms of centralized business
control, He seeins to violate the truth that re-
Jigious symbolism since the days of St. Augus-
tine hag clearly expressed: a man cannot return
ti the idyllic simplicity of a frontier Eden, but
must ook forwnrj, to a visioned Eternal City; in
the poet's language, the “pawiot's dream” of
“afabaster cities ., . undimmed by human tears,”

But Henry Gearge is well worth remember-
ing s o stumulus to Amesican thinking, For
nothing is clearer than that action and theory
belong together in business and politics just as
much as in chemistey and physics, | , .

If we wish (o anderstand the philosaphy of
Henry George, swe must ignore the single tax
panacen, Fis thought went far beyond this, and
if his whole philosopby is understood, one can
see why he emphasized land rent as the initial
form of taxation. What he really atterapted was

4 philesophy of history from the Christiat: point
of view, Hix view of history is aot unigue but
he gives it an aptimistic coloring where others,
such as Brooks Adams, succumbed to a pessi-
miztic view,

As Henry George saw it, civilization began
when land passed into privale ownsrship with-
out recognition of the nature of [and vent. This,
a5 George thought, was the ecoronuc aspect of
the “fall of man"~~not private nweership, but
tather the fallure to recognize the potential priv-
ilege of absentee ownership. He saw that in the
usual operation of markets, Jand rent and de-
rived capitalized teai properties absorbed from
a fourth (o a half of the product of industry,
and constituted a natural form of taxation,
which became the perquisites of hereditary
weaith, What he did not clearly recognize, how-
ever, was that such rent, at least in an account.
ing sensc, is essential in an efficiently organized
economy; and that, moreover, it has been the
chief source of the savings devoted to new cap-
ital. Hence as an economuc fact i cannot be
treated lightly. . ..

George explained the rise and fall of empires
in terms of man’s failure to nederstand the na-
ture of economic law. As toade expanded and
cepters of coordivation atose, capital was con-
solidated in the hands of monopolistic ruling
classes. The complexity of roarkets created in-
superable diffcultivs which led to booms and
depressions, &s today. Depressions stimulated
revolt, or wars of aggression. Then the wealthy
uobility became warlaeds, or were supplanted
by brutai usurpess. The Hitler episode is a
typical modern illustration of this trend.

In George's view, as 2 consequence of dis-
torted markets, the masses fell into slavery or
servitude, and toiled chiefly for the benefit of
others. Thus the ancient empires geoerally
passed through periods of free enterprise, and

AmBAn

matured into systems of contialized admiaistea-
tion by fusncial and mditry power. Even
benevolent monatchs could do fittle, siace the
masses inceeased beyond the appasenc capacity
of the country to care for them, as in the Orient
today. And when vice and luxury Hmited re-
praduction, family life decayed, and the ration
with it The “'strait and ascow way” Uhat
avoids extremes and foadnrairs a4 progressive
balance has always been hard to find,

Sa the early empires passed tirough the free-
enzerprise stage, only to mature and dedine
with the misused concentration of wealth, But
un favorable froatiers trade again expanded,
teking advantage of the cultore developed in
the old centers, The new nations thus initiated
grew to 4 commanding stature before they in
mrn decayed. Thus Persia displaced Babylon,
Greece displaced Persia, Rome displaced Greeee,
and Englund similarly expanded into the wide
frontiers of & New World, New America—the
latest favocable frontier——hay surpassed thew all
in commerce and war. Here, Henry George
hoped, true freedom would at last be organized,

it is clear thar George kas noi made a direct
wontribution to the solution of the preblem of
poverty and war, but he has done something
loward & statement of the problem. We may
object to catling the income of capitalized nat-
vl resources, as developed by corporations, 4
form of taxution, But at least such income hay
facilitated progress, even though it ultimately
may mature privilege because, in the upper
levels, it strexses aristocratic conperation ather
than competition. Obviously the real problem
ties only indirectly in the details of organization
and taxation. It lies chiefly in the subordina-
tion of all-—tulers snd ruler alike—to reason
and censcience,

We are in o tragic crisis of Jistory brought
on by the expansion of trade (ar in advance of
the Anancial and political means of its coordina.
tivn. We bive been betrayed by the superstition
that the “law of supply and demand” will take
wee of us if we merely follow our selfish inter-
vsts in the macket. Consequently we have devel-
oped the material sciences far beyond the reach
of our ethical and spiritual understaading. Our
capacity for organizing destzuction has outdis.
tanced our mastery of the ways of peace. Let
us hope that Heary George was righit in bis ex-
pectation that under the guidance of Truth 2
vew age of peace and goodwill eventually will
dawn.

In that case America’s only original econo-
wist may have sug,gested the direction of our
quest, Perhaps under adequate leadership Am-
vrican corporate Anance, with its recognized
tight of quasi "laxation”~—as Henry George
implies—may become a porent factor in a uni-
fied world civilization,
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A Word
With You

By Ropmer CLANCY

These days we have but 1o men.
tion the word “labor™ and we have
a problem. Brows knit in thought.
“What to do abous labor?” Emo-
tions rise, “Aze you for iabor or
against?” Laws are passed. “This
faw will be good—or bad—For
fabor.”

And while discossions, emotions
and laws wax—what abowt “labor?”
It seems to have been all bue for-
Botten that labor is the human <f-
fort necessary for producing the
things we want, Andpin the forget-
ting, attitudes go awry. Some be-
little “labor,” contending that it
should stick to its chores and “stay
in its place.”” Qthers glorify it and
remind us of “the dignity of labor.”

Thus, in one ar two easy steps,
labor is stripped of human meani
and becomes an entity. The entity
is given one job for one hand, n-
other fob for the other, and twe
more jobs for the feet. That's the
schedule, and no back talk. To re-
lieve this intolerable condition, the
Iabar union enters, The entity now
has only one job te do—a tusn of a
screw or @ handle, Is the screw too
greasy? Don't touch it, that's for
the grease-wipers to do. No back
tulk. '

And what if the entity says, A
few of us know this job pretty well
new, Let's open a little shop of our
owt” “Insurrection!” cries organ-
ized mamagement. "It will upset our
established and efficient way of do-
ing thinga.” “Treason!" cries or-
ganized Jabor. "You waat to be-
come o capitalis.”

The screw keeps turning, lnde-
?endcncc becomes o quaint, old.
ashioned virtue. Discarded is the
idea thut wll of vy are labor aad
that the ensiest way to proviuce what
we want is the best way, In all the
debate on what is good or bad for
labor, has it never occurred to any-
one that it is good if we cap pro-
duce the things we want with Jess
labor? But as soon a5 you suggest
this, it is interpreted that yon want
to rob the entity “lahor” of its rea-
son for existing--to work, But if
we are 2ll fabor ansl wenk not work
but the results of werk, would it
not be better to be able to produce
mote with less work ? Would it not
be better to open up opportunities
rather than restrict them ?

Happy will be that day when
every min shall sit under his own
tree with none to make him afrsid
-and look back oo sll this, and
laugh,
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VIEWS OF THE NEWS

By SYDNEY MAYERS

"{Freedom of the press in the U. 5.7 docs exist to 3 degree of pear-

anaschy and irresponsibility. There is no body or IREOCY OF COnsor of

official or law to tell 2 newspaper what to publish o what to lerve out . . .

This untampered freedom may be good ar bad.” We quote this editorial
gem from The Newspaper PM, champion of the peaple’s rights.

Now empowered to apen private mail eascviog “suspicious” colt-
tents, Britain’s Treasury Depastment will vse ¥oraps and Auorescent
screens te search for contraband salnabies, Calmily abscrves The Landon
Evening Standard: “This latest infringement of indivigusl liberty brings
the country & long way down di- road o a palice state.”

After a special swrvey, the U, N. Economic Commision for Exeope
feports & cutrenl mugpower defcit in Buropean countriss of 1,139,
workess. We suggest introducing the commission to the Intermational
Refugee Organization, now trying desperately to settle 1,500,000 “dis-
placed persons”—they ought t6 get rogether?

A En n flight requires meking out aver 500 papers; a L. §-
Australia :m uiglgnhlh Fglruabmt 500% sheets; an air traveler to Europe
returning vii South America must supply the sme deta 26 times, it
takes 1600 pages to print our foreign air travel restrictions. Did somebody
ask whar's holding np aerial progress?

Thaoks to cootinving world-wide 'dollar shortages, harter frans.
actions ace steadily increasing, with ten or more nations eagaging i high-
ly successful bartertrading. Yes, as any student of P, . T" will
brightly points out, international trade is an exchange of commoddities for
cammod:ties-—moaey or po.

Confounding eritics who decsy New Yaek's neglect ts provide much.
needed housing, cut fuir city's authorities sre planaing o new 6,600,060
steucture, suiliciens for 800 tenacts. But befoze you dash out to feseeve
%mrters thete, be advised that the proposed building is to be the new

rooklyn City Prison. Sr———

Complaining that 2 proposed U. S grant of $200.000.000 would
be “a drop in the bucket,” China's Vice President Sun Fo dechares: "T've
always had 1 hidden suspicion that American friendship was not depead.
able.” "This will compel China to work out its own desting,” bitterly
concludes the son of Dr. Sun Yat Sen, emancipszor of his country,

Ta a Britaln-wide broadcast, the Minister for Fconomic Affairs urped
"cheerfulness on everyone’s patt.” A few days iater, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer announced & new tax propram, “desigoed to drsin some
#852.000,000 from expendable fundy in the pockets of British taxpay-
ers"—adding greatly to the cheer, no doubt,

A city plan to widen Montreal’s busy Dorchester
20 pet cent of the cost will be payable pro rasa on the municipal valua-
tion of the land, withaut buildings, in the affected district, Oscar Boelens
poitts out that this levy will encouenge building construction, since in no
ather way can landowners recover the assessments they mnst pay.

Steeet provides that

Counsel for the Natiooal Coopentive Milk Producls Federation
warns that “the American faemer may be faced with competing effective-
ly in the world matket” uader the new 23-natn taridl agreement, which
livits subsidies and price supports. He adds the aew program is an
“advanced concept of free trade”; we add: "Is that bad 7"

Noemally we eschew the subject of palitics, a dublous field of
etideavor: but when political reactions ze rooted in ccononic phenomena,
we feel loath to ignore il. We wonder if the sovere Tabour Party set-
backs in recenr English, Scottish and Welsh slections teflect the results
of the goverament’s bungling Fablanista-~we just wonder, that's all!

The Citizen's Public Expenditure Survey discloses that of the
$9,804.089.407 coatributed (?) by New York State’s taxpapers to fed-
eral, state and local governments, cver 76 per cent czme from personal
inconte and business taxes. Lest you feel that 2t least a small pact of this
busrdea ﬂ'l.l#h{ fall on Jand-monopolies, the survey emphasizes that it in-
cludes 0o “real estate” taxes—which account separately for 5.1 per cent!

Among Our
 Contributors

Harry Guwnson Drows, Pro.
fessor of Economics at Missouri
University (Columbia), author and
lectarer. prepaced the unique Exten-
sion Division course desceibed olse.
where in this issue. He thinks it im-
portant for students to learn to rea-
son from cause to effect, rather than
ta spend much time memorizing
definitions. Asked, somewhat jocu-
farly, by Bathara Schemitz whether
4 man had to be a social phileso
pher 0 be an economist, he replied
that “a man with 2 heart can be an
economist.” After a pause he added,
“An economist could conceivably be
a man with no heart if be could rea.
son accurately from cinse to effect,
since then his reasoning could serve
as guidance in human affairs even
though he had himself no interest
in the welfars of athors,'”

Gieorug) R Davies, sociolo-
gitt and professor of statistics in the
College of Commerce at the Univer.
sity of Towa (lowa City), tas heen
for oighl«:en yeacs, editor of the
Town Business Digest in which his
article here published first appeared,
This momhfy Digest which teaches
business men snd Formey Towa grad-
uates is a very hurien blend of busi-
niess philosophy and statistics. When
Editar Davies wrote his article about
Ameriea's Quiy Geiginel Beonomin
b was ot awace (a5 be 15 now)
thit there were any schools in which
Henry George's principles were b
ing taught He is the author of
Secisl Epvivowment, National Byo-
intian, and Introduetion to Beonpwr
ir Statitties,

MurpRrp JoNsEN  Loosds, co-
editor of the well known decentral.
ist paper, The lotetpreter, lives in
Brookville, Ohio. She majored in
economics in Nebrasks Univeraty
but did not explore Progress and
Poverty until ten years later, at
which time she became o teacher of
its principles. Three years ago she
published, with able assistance from
Ralph Borsodi, Vol. 1, No. 1 of the
semi-monthly periodical which con-
unues o il'l'i?l.'f?rf.'f “eurzent events
for people concerned  with  the
achievemen: or noemal living." Tts
phifns(gﬁ:xy is based opon Belloc
and - Chesterton — Heary  George,
Jefferson, Warbasse and Virgil,
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Georgism and Decentralism s e mxsey Loows

‘UCH AS WT deplore the ose of ism,”
those three lefters when attached to 2 oot
word, help identify an ideclogy ov set of ideas.
To me, &argism means the fundamental en-
slysis of econoraic realities which Henry Georgs
macde—his differenciation berween fand ind
capital, his statement of the Jaws of sent and
weages, his sugpestion that site-zent go for pubs
Jic use while all Jubor products be resarved for
private. ownership of individual producers,
Though it stands as a negation to the cutreat
trend of Centralization, fism iy like-
wise a positive philosopby and practice.
“'Centralizetion,” says Ralph Borsodi, whose
name is most often linked with specific def
nition of conzralization and decentralization, "is
that method of planued action in which control
of any sctivivtics—industrial, fipagcial, edace
tional, political or religious—of individuals or
of the people a5 a whole, is concentrated in the
tands of fewer and fewer people. Decentral-
ization is that method of implementing humas
. aspirations in which andividuals satisfy their
wints as Kar us possible through pessonal action
{including that of the family) aad toly as lle
as possible upon group action aad instizations
for their satisflaction.”

Most Georgists will sense and agree with
the undeslving principle of individual liberty
which Deventralists thus put faremosl, But they
will doubtless quickly note that Decentralists
put less stress on group action than do Georg-
ists. Decentralists, for the most part, [avor a
cultute in which 8 majority of people have same
part in prlmacy production—in the crestion of
their own food, clathing and shelter. My under-
standing ol the teaching of most curtent Georg:
ist leaders iy that they do not question (a8
George did not, in Pragress und Poversy) an
almaost limitless specialization of lhor and an
almost eodless labyrinth of exchange. True,
people could escape the dehumanizing aspaces—
the monotonous Factory assemably hines and uo-
creative transporting of goods—if free land
and full competition existed, but this does not
obviste what seems to the convineed Decentral-
ist an over-emphasis {rom pany Georgists oo
“growp action.” Trom George's statemens that
three or & hundeed people working together can
produce more than three or 2 hundved working
alone, bas resulted a wholesale and ung
ing insistence on three or a hundred combining
in the production of eperytiing. Even milk,
bread and botier, where both experience and e
search prove it is more efiicieat-~on the hacd
basis of cost as well as concomitant satisfactions
~to implement the desires for these necessaries
in the Decentralist way—"through direct per
sonad action, relying as little us possible upon
group action anpd institutions,”

My former faith in what | now teay over-
specislization, was one deposit of a college
major in economics which ege’s fundamen-
tal cconomics did not upset. But the Borsodi
School of Living and seven years of decenteal-
ist home-production have shown that high di-
versification and much exchange, for many
things, is not cfficient in terms of cost, nor de-
sirable in terms of freedom, For instance, 1 have
produced hundreds of pounds of nutritious
whole wheat bread at less than 3 cents.a loaf,

ion-

when under the “nstitubiopal, group action,
Jdivessified-Jabor system™ it was selling far 11
and 12 cents. We grind our own wheat in an
inexpensive electeie mill, kncad the dough in an
clectric mixer and bake it in an electric oven.
When prices were “average” we entered the
cost of the wheat at 2 ceats 3 pound, added
cost of all other materials, figured in deprecia-
tion, intersst and overhead, taxes, ete. Aaual
labos is only the proportionats share of the few
minutes needed o assemble materials.

Granted that the price of commercial baker's
bread is luoaded with taxes and monopoly items
which Georgs's system would csadicate, bat so
are the costs of our mill, motor mixer sad
stave which we prorate to each loaf we pro-
duce. Hwh:;,t’ our loaves do oot carry 2
tising, selling, transporting and a dozen other
costs inherent In :hepzsfrss production of bread.
Our avechanical equipment is, of course, the re-
sult of sprcialization in Jabor, which Decentral-
ids npprove, All we ack is that we de-centralize
int pecsoral family action ail these activitios
like production of {ood-sluff, most clothing and
other ttems, tohdlivg almost two-thirds of the
average family's budget, which medera technol-
ogy and eclectricity make mare efficient there
than in the exchange system,

Moreover, the Decentaalist docsn't reckon
simply with cold cash as the only cost of a
productive activity, He rates high, as nny real-
ist must, the inevitable social, esthetic and
chacacter-forming aspects of all “cconomic”
activities. Granting that “paly individuals ex.
ist,” the Decentralist plans for himself the day
by day life which involves the lsrgest area of
actual significant decisions which he himself
must make. Viewed from the needs of 1 whole
life-span—including that of the swall child and
of the Isﬁd per the E d ﬁ‘c, self-sus-
taiged [aemstead offers 3 greater numbes of
such choices than almost any other place, Elbow-
oom is aa essential to the Decentralist type of
fresdom. We feel the need ta move from an
eovitonment in which people are so inter-de-
peadent thae no one of us can take any action
which does not affect the others, and so subjects
us ull to some common and restrictiag regula-
tion. Because of these and other considerasions,
the Decentralist movement centers in & rucal
emphasts, which geaerally speaking, is ubscot
feom the thinking of many Georgidts.

Decentealists also take exceplion to the impli-
cations in Geeorge's famous dictum, “Human
desires are never satished” Too often this
means that if one has an ice-cream cone, a suit
of clothes, an automobile, oc a home, it there.
fore follows one will want ten ice cream cones,
six suits, & speedier car or an ever larger home,
and that life is “better” if that be accomplished.
The fact s that human beings are distinguished
tram animals in possessing reason—the ubility
to teflect on, alter and direct desire. Homan
desires are, snd always have been, subject to0
“influence. Decentralists suggest that desices
be cducated in relativos to “norms” or stand-
ards which will issuc in the fullest development
of all the capacities in the human personality.
These capacitics, they cmintain—the biological,
nunual, ethical, intellecrual, astistic, psycholog-
wnl eapacities—find an essential environment

aid ndequate stimulus for full, rounded devel-
opment in the welleguippud fumily home.
steadd: in the direct praduction of the simple
necessaries of food, clothlng sad shelter, plus
the health, retreational and cultueal effects which
result.

Genegism and Decentralism are together in
wanting to limit government to (1) guacantec.
ing equal opportunity and (2) pretecting life
and p . Many Decentralists—not all-—see
the public collection of site-rent a5 a prerequisite
ko vzual opporstunity. But the Decentealists who
have given most thought to this are not satisfied
with the vague Georgist concept that “govern-
ment” should collect the tent. Too often this
denotes or implies the federal government, rod
this to & Deceatralist is anathema, Decentral-
ists reject centralized :nment for even so
geod an end as collecting site-vent. They fasist
that ouly in smali government units—the local,
face-to-face communities—will justice be sure
and democracy approximated. They therefore
peoraote the organization in each local com.
muaity or township, of 8 Land Association to
adinmmster surface land and its rent. Site-value
of rivers, harbors and forests should be region.
ally administered, and the sitewvaloe of oil, ores
and minerals go to a werld tust fund,

The word, decentralization, i coming into
common usage. & growing number of agencies
are forming o foster some resistunce to ine
creasing regitmentation, ucbanism and central-
{zation. Sowme of these have definitely partici-
pated in the twoyearold National Decentral-
ist Conference, an informal association for the
exchange and integration of the various ideas
which motivate them. To suggest that the word
“Decentzalism™ has, a5 yet, the saine meaning
to all of them, or that it means all that has been
discussed here, would be misleading Some
groups are {ostering primarily the decentraliza-
tioa of industry~-cthe physical removal of plant
and equipmeat from large urban centers to the
cpen country or snull towns; some are working
to enliven rhe small commoaities; others are
against the chain store and seeking legislution to
profect small business men; many are fostering
the diversified farm, the productive home and
the modern homestead; some are most cone
cerned with the conservation of the soil, and
the building of human health throngh proper
soil und food culture. For the most part, the

cooperatives which seck to bring business into

the hands of the consumer or producer ure de-
centralist; seveeal which make their special em-
phasis on eradicating the monopoly in money
and currency are induded, an certainly the
Georgists belong in this growp, though many
will never have heard the term decentralism.

To bring them all together—to gnable each
one to realize that theits is but a partial answer
——and to focus the energy of all to a sufficiently
intelligent program to meet the crisis of our
time is the function of the Decentealist Con-
fecence. It 15 in that group that Georgists can
make o real contzibution by sharing their find-
s, and by learning from the others what is
being undertaken, In due time the Decentralist
Conkereace can become the action program for
every person who loves liberty and wants to re-
store responsibility,
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- Ground Due Part of Danish

By F. FOLKE

QOKING BACK

from my 74th
year 1 can see clearly
the pattern my life
has foliowed since
sariy childbood. My
father was a farmer,
) born in deep paverty,

. who 2t the age of
. \ nine wis sent away
e from home and

forced - to  support
himssAf. My saother was From a home of old
rural culture, snd her peetic mind had been
deeply influeaced by a visit to & Folks Hi
School. Both my parents were devored disciples
of the founder of these schools, N B T,
Grundtvig—a great refigious persomality and
promnoter of liberty snd justice. He died a year
cfore T wag boen,

It is new 104 years since Grundtvig expressed
his vivws on the Jand question in words which
ight be translated thus:

“In every country the people are the proprie-
Loy of the land and can never by any ll:w lose
this right of possession. Iz is only the utility
and use of the laad thar can eightly be scttled
by the laws of the country and be bought and
sold. fnjusties never can by any law be changed
into justice.”

Could Heaty George have said it better?

Tr this spirit of devotion and freedom 1 grew
up as s only child, My youth was stamped with
the violent struggle of the common people
apaiast the aggression of a landed aristocracy
{or the preservation of their constitutional rights
and liberty. I weat through the Technscal High
Schop! and praduated In 1898 as a civil engi-
neer, Four years later on my wedding trip to
England my young wife and J foend ourselves
one cvening listeplng to a lecture by Jobn
Wilheln Rowntree on "The Garden City of
Tomoerow.” 1 did not then realise fully how
much this would influence my later life, thongh
1 had a premonition of it.

We both felt strongly the infuence of the
speaked’s persopality when in his clear and
convincing demonsttation he told how the hous-
ing problum had hitherto been neglected in our
madern socicty. A2 an engineer 1 had been
educated to the promotion of techaieal prog-
ress, especially in city life, and there before me
stend that prophetic young man, poioting out
that the modern city with all its facilities, is
not & Howee of our civilization but rather a
tuar upon it sign and soucce of social
sitkness

My professional work in the civil service of
Tredericksberg (no independent part of Copen-
hagen) chicfly coacerned with water supply
and lfire Aghting, gave me the opportunity to
follow and occasionally to influence the evolu-
tion of the housing Probk*m. and to take part
in the discussion of it. Gradually a number of

copic became convinced of the necessity of
radical reform but none was able to find the
way.

It was thetefore a tevelation when 1 mer
Hettry George and felt that at last I had discov-
ered the fundamentals. That conviction has
never left me since the time, in 1909, when 1

ettered the Danish Henry George Union, of
which [ 'was chaitman for 23 years. The purpose
of this Union was, briefy, 1o promote the so-
bution of social questions through the economic
fiberation of the people along the Lioes indi-
ated by Henry George—complete land valve
taxstion, free trade. and the abolirion of all
txes on income and values created by labor.

We have songht to realise this object through
education of public opinion by means of public
asldresses, writings, and paolisical activity within
ail parties. It has been 2 Ioag 20d troublesome
way, but atways worth the effort as we marched
aloag, siep by step. In 1911 we succeeded in
having a frst fentative land valuation and in
1$15 2 common valuation. But not until 1922
was & common state tax foundsd on land values.
In 1926 the sume principle was ad in com-
muaal mting, In 1932 we got 4 land value incre-
ment tax of lwo per cent ip principle but with
great deductions {exemptions] and now this
year, we hope to have it raised to four per cent
and to have the deductions reduced.

This last step bas been posible becasse fi-
nally an inceeasing aumber of people have come
to understand thar the specalation in land vakues
is at the root of our housing erisis. When, dur-
ing the first world war, sach a crisis arose, &
cominittee on the honsing question was appoint-
ed by the government As a member 1 then
triesl o wpin tu convince them of this underly-
ing factor, Nevertheless the truth is always
marching, how ever slowly.

Thengh the idea o spitit of Henty George is
even now understood by only a small minority,
the principle of land value tasation bas been
adapted by a strong majority, even by the Social-
ists and Communists—but only as 4 component
of an exorbitant tsxation, Today the taxes on
nd valves amount o less than one per cent
of the swate taxes. When 1 reticed in 1945 1
became editor of our periadieal Grumdskyid,
This name means "ground due,” or “duty to-
ward the community,” as contrasted to faves
which depend upon the power of the State.
Through tonstant reiteration by us, this word
has now become a patt of the Danish language
and has been inteoduced into our legislation.
With this much accomplished it should be easier
for succending generations to cacty on the battle
for justice and to experiente the joy and happi-
ness which is its certain reward.

Iei France

OUR FRENCH colleagues ure busy reviving
Georgist activaty in the land of the Physio-

ceats, We are fally gratificd to see the
reappeatince of Terrw of Liberte, the Freach
Georgist quarteriy, which was obliged to sus-

pend  publicaticn dtm'ng the war. The July
August-Septembee issue has renched us, and its
masthead prevdly announces that this is the
16th year of publication. While the journal
must be imimcogmphed for the time being, we
note at least one significaot advance—it is pub-
lished simultaneonsly in France and Belgium,
in the Freach and Flemish langnages, A. Daude-
Bangel is editor of the Freach edition and Mas-
cel Cortvriend edits it in Delgium under the
title Grond en Veijberd,

Dispatch from

By T, A M

T SBEMS that Gino Caliaioli, one of the

many thousands of sharecroppers, tas “gone

Commuaist.” These are 300 more Hle him on
the ancient Corsini feudal estate which covers
€0 square miles, about 38,400 acees

Gino lives in abject destitution, Water must
be carned several hundoed fect to this houss
He has no stove, so maals are cooked over an
opzn Gieplace. He works 18 hours a day in the
summer; 12 in the winter,

The Communists proinise Gino they will ous
the Carsimi family, and give him the 25 acpes
he works; and all kinds of other things, free,

What does Gino want? Not much, He wenld
like to own what his labor produces, and not to
share it with the Corsinis, He believes this
would give him a beteer Hfe, and as the Com-
munists promise to do this, he is for them. No
other relief is offered him.

What to do? A “do-nathing" policy, & let
things reverst to the status before the war” will
fail. Dividing the fand into minute pessant
farms 15 not the answer. Russia has wisd this in
conquered Prussia and the peasants wre worse
off than before, Who cmn say wherher Gino
should have the 15 acres he cultvares, Some
other farmer may receive 15 or perhaps 40
acres. Or, better or poorer quality seil. Possi-

America’s Answer

RGANIZED at the University of Notre
Dame in September 1943, the national De-
centralist Conference met for the fourth time
at Parsors College, Faicheld, Towa. Referring to
the conference theme, “Decentralization-=
America’s Answer tn Communism and Monog
oly.” Upron Close explained to a large luncheon
audieace Communist stategy [or taking over
the reins. in the United States, Later he Joined
Ralph Begsodi: R. |, Blakely of The Des Mownes
Register, and Don Berry, publisher of the
Indianola Record; in defining the Awmerican
¥y as the way of initiative and frezdom from
monopoly as well as decentenlization of owner-
ship, conteal, governsnent, production, popula
tion. and education
Ways of implementing decentralist ideas were
tesented by able leaders on “The Productive
ome,” “The Small Commurity.” and “The
Challenge of Rural Life." Ralph Borsodi of
Suffern, New York: Noah Alper of St Louis,
Louis Weitzman of Newsrk; and Royal Rood
of Detroit; participated in a discussion of “De-
Centraiization of Cootrol" presided over by J.
R“.’K"" Mason of San Francisco,

e

gala fall festival of dancing and ariginal -

rural songs concluded the two-day sexsions. An
executive secretary will be employed to further
integrate the efforts of various groups whose
aim is to resist regimeatation.

"The Deceorralist Answer,” by Mildred Jen-
sen Loomis, a reprint from The Clristiaa Cen:

tuey; together with 2 veliable bibliography by

Mss. Loemis, ariginator of the Conference; will
be sent to any reader, upon request.
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biy the supsrintendent of the Corsing estate may
b worth many times Gine's yeady value to
society, and the latter o make mose working
for hum on 2 large faem than fos himself on an
wievonotmical tiay subsistence one,

Tealy showld immediazely fres all land—city
and farm—{or its best possible use, It can do
“His by eollecting all fand rent in taacios. Then
b who can praduce most-—and benelit honself
and society mast~will pay the bighest ren and
use the land, Ne one then would hoid land
Erom its best use; the small farmers would hive
cqanl vights with the Corsinis to the fand of
their hitth—Italy.

How could it be done practically? Al taxes
should be remaoved, as quickly as possible, from
the results of Ging's labor—his cattle, kis crops,
and his home. And, of coase, from the Prodm
of the lzbor of all the people in all ltaiy—city
and epuntry, both rick and poor. Trade shouid
be froe with the whole world, so that she Ginos
cant sell o the bighest market and buy in the
cheapest. Support government by a foll wx on
the value of land,

Phoenix-like, a great Traly would arise from
the ashes of war, and a free people would mock
the effosts of the communistic state slavas, But,
da nething and rhe Gines will succumb to the
wiles of the siten.

Price Shrinking
By R. G. L{TOURNEAU

w I WILL NEVER freeze the spiral of
inflation witil we thaw out the law of
supply and demand, Legisliilon naot, io my
apinion, bolish the black market in autos,
puilding supplies, sieel or other matedials and
products, Why, leglslacion—yes, legislated cco-
nomigse—ig e villain who got us fato ouc pres-
ent pickle, Flow then can e be the hero to
rescue ug from it?

Beinging pressute o bear on the producer
of goods to hold his prices down and al the
sune time featherbedding the warker is like
pu:linﬁ water in 4 tin can, szaling it tight and
then buoilding a fice under it 1t can stand con-
siderable pressure, but evearually it will let go
weith o bang,

Shortening of work lours and raising wages
to produce worker prosperity s 4 dog chasing
ity twil., It just can’t catch up. The only way
men o have more than they produce is by
banidiog themselves together to take more than
their share at the expense of other workers, But
even that they cannot Jo for long, Others will
follow suit and the end will be poverty for all,
ror peoduction will decling progressively.

What Iy real prosperity? As we have said

sefare, it is act mecely haviog a fistful of fold.
tog money. It is laving avnilable an abundance
if the things we want. Such abusdance is pos-
ible coly through mass Frm!ucﬁon. and mass
praduction is possible oaly through well-tooled
aned well-directed labor,

The answer then to inflation isn't legislation
—-it’s perspiration,

Study Relation of Men to the Earth

By HARRY GUNNISON BROWN

HE HENRY GEORGE School of Social

Science, compered with our earious univer
sities and colleges, bas only insignificant finan-
cial supporz. 1t has, ip the main, ealy part-time,
unpaid, volunteer teachers. Yet jr iy striving to
spread information and uadesstanding on &
phase of econvmics which has, with only a vety
few exceptions, been either caticely m:glﬂ,denl in
the universities or treated briefly, with gross
madequacy and with inexcosable biss. The
Henry George School is sisiving ta do what the
weachers of economics in the schools, colleges
aad universities ought to be doing and, indeed,
ought to have been doing for at Jeast the last
five or six decades, Had the professors of eco-
nomics thus wken pains to make clear & their
siudents just how a land-value tax system would
affect our econvmic fife—und why-——we might
by now have widespread seotimeat for and be
well on onsr way toward realizetion of this
overwhelmingly impotaot reform. Uoless and
until the professional teachess of eronomics
will assume this task, the Henry George School
of Social Science is needed desperately,

The Henry George Schoel should condnue
to stress  Fundamentzl economics,” 1.¢., the eco-
nomics that considers especially the telation of
men to the earth and the right of nll men to
wetk on, to live on and to deaw subsoil deposits
from the earth, without having to pay s few
men for permiszion to do so. IF ever the time
should come when the School ceases o stress
such fundamental sconomics or when its teach-
ers cease to do s, it will no longer kave « right
to its presen: name,

But this does not mean that the leaders sad
teachers of the School coght to be unfamiliar
with «ll branches of economics except those
thar have been especially contributed to and
clarified by Heaty George. In fact, some who
lisve been rather close students of Henry George
are thus quite vafamiliar with highly significant
contribations to econamics, iucluding conteibu-
tions which shed a good deal of light on some
of the very questions io which they are most
inzcrested. Many cimes, when poodering how
the Henry George School might increase its
prestige and its influence, it has seemed to me
that an imporiant means to this end wacld be
an fncreased understanding, by some of its
teachers, of these other branches of economics.
Such understanding would help them to sce
Heary George's contributions in their proper
setting as part of a lasger body of knowledge, It
would enable them to discuss with persons out-
side of the School, and to illuminate for these
outsiders, aspects of economics which, now, they
do not themselves understand, Thus they would
win added ves for theie own insight and
added respect for the School.

Among various aspects of economics  with
which Georgists are, ofteo, altogetber unfu.
miliar are wany important facts regarding capi-
tal, regarding the “marginal productivity” of
capital and, therefore, of saring and regarding
the relation of the rate of interest to this mar-
ginal productivity. Yer wo one who lacks this
background is completely squipped to puncture
the fallacies in the socialist and corununist {the
Marxian} theory of "surphes value” And for

lack of this back.
ground oot oa few
whaose social idealism
was first stiered to
life by Henry Georgs
have afterwards be-
cure socialists them-
selves.

Another branch of
economics ¢n which
the great majority of
Grorgists appear to
be unioformed s that dealing with money,
commercial banking, inflation and deflation of
commescial bank credit (checking accounts),
with the relation of such: inflaticn and defladon
to avemge prices, wages, e, and, when prices
(including  wages, interest and rests) ace
“sticky,” the relatica of such inflation and de-
flation to Huctuations i business activity,

Certainly not ali, nor even & majority, of
alumni and students of the Henry George
School cun be expected to go far into these vari-
ovs diverging aspects of our economic set-up.
Maoy of these alumni nd students ace indeed
very busy persons upon whors rest other and
impartant obligations, And I wouid repeat here
what 1 said la my begioning paragraph, that
there is desperate need for ¢ group and an in.
stitution which shall steess above all else the
relation of men to the ¢arth on which and from
which all men must bve, Neversheless, if it is
possible For alamni and students who do not
themselves yet have complete understanding of
the operation of the cconomic system, to point
ta the Henry George School of Sveial Scionce
ar an fastitetion ameng whore leaders and
ieachers swch woderitanding is to be fownd and
if, from time to time, the coutacts of these
undastanding lenders and teachers with pessons
oulside of the School serves to reveal such en-
deestanding, sisely the prestige of the School
and its influence will be appreciably enhanced,

This Is to Announce

A CORRESPONDENCE cousse in Genetal
Econosmics identical with that taught on the
campus of the University of Missouri and cur
rently being taken by about 900 students, is now
being offered ta readers of the Henry George
News. Assignments and questions were pepared
by Professor Harey Guanison Brown as part of
the Adult Education and Extension Service of
the University, and students who have the prop-
er prerequisites may, by takiog this course, earn
a credit of five semester hours,

Heary George's Progreis and Poverty as
abridged by Dr. Browa, and two books by
Haery Gunnison Drown will be used as texts
in tas course which is as Mndamenta) and ex-
haustive as its length permits; aad the fee is
only $20. Papers will be read and commented
on by a readee st the University. The long list
of tapics to be covered (available on request)
will be ol vital interest to all Georgists. Here
is an jovaluable opportunity for students and
teachess to test their knowledge and add to their
mastery in the ficld of economiss,
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QOMANCE that fowered under the very

noses of the staff members of HGSSS-Chi-
cago withowt their knowing i, culmipated ia
the marrizge on October 24, in Chicago, of Miss
Grace M. Campbel! und Robert Tideman.

Bob, son of Desn Henry L. T, Tideman. is
education director of the Chicago Fxtension,
and has serecd as teacher, speaker, and publicity
and advertising ditector, A gradeate of the
University of Ilineis, he was an electrical en-
gineer with the Public Service Cornpany of New
Jersey from 1941 to 1943, During this time he
was an instouctor in the Newartk extension of
the School. Upon retorning to Chicago he
helped organize the Chicago extension’s speak-
ers burean, He was employed by Hotpoint Com-
pany, & division of Genrrai Electric, uatii 1943
when he joined the School's full-time staff.

Grace first studied with the School in 1940
on the recommendation of “my sister, Eileco™
Campbell, ag instructor. She joined the staff in
1945 and now heads the mimeographing and
mailing department, always hamdling the work
with such aplomb and cheer that she chacms
all those about her.

Mr. and Mes. Tideman are now at hame at
1650 Nelson Strect. and as useal, at the School
beadquarters, 23é N, Clark Street, Chicago.

- BOL CHAMNESS

Ottawn

The Ottawi Henry George Society is a our-
ishing body of seriously-thinking wembers who
meet on Monday evenings m the home of H. G,
Barber, their Dirsctor, This clzss has 2 member-
ship this year of twenty-four members, repre-
senting many professions: Government Sarvice,
teaching, commeccial and business callings

- They have most dignified surroundings for
their meetings, having for a background count-
less shelves of books, in 4 gquiet atmosphere
far from the noise of steeet cars and the blaring
of svurlitzers, Bach member feels wost fortunate
in baviag the opportunity of attending.

- Lively discussions take place and, later they
hope to weiate Here some of these discussions
becavse, ns time clapses, they should become
increasingly interesting.

The Ottaws Society takes this oppostunity of
wishing all other Societies the compliments of
the season, and may the year ahead prove the
best ench ever has had,

Boston

Boston, the dignified home of the “Bean and
the Cod” unbended Halloween evening when
the Henry George School held its second get-
together of the year in the form of A quiz
progratm.

The quizamasters of the progeam were Jobo
S, Codmun, J. Robert Nichols, Mitchell Lurio
and Sanford Farkas, Questions wese thrown at
the experts with preat speed, but these seasoned
Georgisty could not be stumped and the evening
ended with some lively round table discussion.
Une heckles present ansisted that the money
yuestion was the cause of the social problems of
the times, The andience very auickly pointed out
that the money problem was oot basic; the
cffect of this reform would be similar to the
effect of a4 laborsaving invention resulting in
an increase o progress. So long as the land
yuestion was not solved, no permanent resalts
would be abtained. Land owners would ceceive
alt the gain, and the forces of progress wauld
tend to push those who labor, gownwani ton

A Merry Christmas

greater degeee. Maoy present asked that the quiz
progam be made a3 monthly feature of the
school’s activities, Fortiied with clear, terse
asswers, they wenr forth to help in the work
¢l getting students for the winler term.

The Commencene=ae dinner for the Fall term
classes will be held at the Fox and Hounds
Club in Boston the evening of Decemnber 12¢h.
Six graduates will give short talks op "What the
caurse in Progress and Poverts has done for
e, The main speaker will be Mi, Cexil Pasco
of London.

Chiengo

Eagens €, Phillips will speak on "Why
Chose America” séps the Chicago Extension's
fourth monthly commerce and industry funcheon
in Marshali Fields' English Room December
10thx. Mz, Phillips was formetly head of G. C
Sicgle Company and Kast and Ehringer, chem-
ical manufactucess with plants in Austeis, Hun-
gary, Rumanis, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and
Bulgaria. He citne to the United States in 1938
after Hitler invaded Austria and is now assist-
ant sales manager of Pettibone Mulliken Cor-
peration,

Me. Phillips follows W. W, Kester, consult-
ing economist and instructor in the School, who
spoke in Septewber on A Pricticn] Beonomic
Progran for Compwerce and Industsy”; Louis E.
Nelson, presidens of the First National Bank
of Maywood and treasurer of Cook County,
wio addressed the commerce and industry
group in October oo "A Banker Looks at the
Teeasurer's Office”; and ferome Joachia, pub-
Lsher of the Berwyn Beacon, tlso 2 member of
the Srhool's facuity, whe spoke to the group
1 November on his successéul expeticnce with
the “incentive plan™ in his plant,

Speaker in February will be F. D Ander-
son, president of the Wilmette State Bank.

The commerce and industty luncheon is held
o the second Wednesday of the month and is
attended by Chitago executives and business
& vlvbo ate graduates of the Heary George

Lus Angeles

Heniry George is to be on the air December
20th. Through the efforts of our good [riend,
Heranan Ellenoff, the stisring tale of the Propbet
of San Francisco will be broadzast on the Amer-
wan Storybooic Pro) over Station KLAC,
Vollywood (570 kilocycles) Saturday, Decem-
ber 20, at 1:15 P.M. The American Storybook
',.’:“g‘"“ is produced by the Los Angeles City

crention and Park Depactment.

Mr. Ellenof wrote n Ietter to the directoe of
the program, suggusting that Henry George be
inciuded. Following are excerpts (rom the re-
ply: "Thank you very much for your sugges-
tiong. It is Jetters like yours that keep us o the
air and how we do appreciate them! Yours was
read to cvery member of the cast. To be given a
“request” s something we had hoped for, but
never quite expected, So thank you agaio.” This
shows what one peron caa accomplish, Bvery
one of us can write letters to programs such as
this, and, who koows, we might be surprised
at the results.

In line with the policy of lawaching a pro-

mm of community activity among graduates
in each neighborhuod, a group o? the most

interested graduales and some instructors i the
Santa Monica Bay area had a s;?pcr meeting at
the Helen Foster Restaurant, Monday evening,
November 3rd, After 2 delightful magic ex-
hibition by Herb Sulkin, who filled a tumbler
with water to about half an inch above the top
without spilling any, the group discwssed enthu-
siastically intellectual, social and promotional
activiey programs for their community, Thoss
present were: Mys, Margaret F, Austin, Mr. and
Mes. A, E. Hartmann, Willian Johe, My, and
Mrs. Lawrence T. Maricer, Herbert Sulkin,
John Will, aod Mr. and Mrs, Win. B. Truehazt.

Ohie

Mrs. Juanita Guat devoted several para-
gophs of her interesting column in the Zanes-
ville, Ohio News, “Here and There with the
Old Gossip” to an explanation of the program
of the Henry George School, urging readers to
attend classes,

Robert D. Benton, wha is conducting lwo
fundumental courses in Zangsville and one in
Philo, is always being told he looks like some-
body else. "1 must be sort of o cosmopolilan
mug,” was his recent retort,

Allaa J. Wilson, Cleveland instructor, was
the contributar of & splendid theee-part editocial
entitled “Henry George—Apostle of Freedom”
published in the Cleveland Plain Dialer in O¢-
tober. He was invited to write this i commers-
ostion of the 50th soniversary of the death of
Feary Geo:ge.

Cincinnati sudents opened theee Tull classes
in Fundamental Economics. One is meeting in
Hughes High School under the leadership of
Carl Gailey; and Cael Steack, accomplished
linguist, is teaching in the Wehrman Avenue
Cheistign Church. The third is being conducted
by Rabbi Michael Aaconsobn, anthar snd schal-
ar, whose inspiting book, Braken Lightr should
be mad by every Georglst, Behind the scenes
stand the Reverend W, L. Weber and Harey
Kuck, two ardent Georgists who deserve much
praise for the cooperation they have given.

Fred Rothfuss of Columbus is teaching a class
in the Fiest Upitarian Church, just across the
steset from Ohio State University and hopes
2 number of wniveesity instructors will join,

Edwin C. Esten, Lima Public Library insteue-
ter, hasn't lost a single student since the opening
of his class, Verlin D. Gordon, director of the
Ohio Extension, who lives in Lima, spoke be.
fore a recent gathering of the Women's Guild
of 8. John's Chorch, at Losin. Dr, . M,
Mowry of South Chatleston plans to resume
teaching in Springfield soou.

San Diego

The San Diego, California, extension held
eurly finishing exercises this Fall, to buat the
Thacksgiving bolidays, although the classes
were completing their work ouly that weeic, The
evenr wis observed Tuesday, November 25, in
First Unitarian Church.

J. E. Addington, lately of Yos Angeles and
Pasacenn, where he served on the Hency George
Bourd of Directors and faculty, but recently
moved to San Dicgo, delivered the address,
“Earnings vs. Winnings," to some fifty gradn.
ating students of basic classes, with a large as.
semblige of friends and well wishers, bosides
other students of past-gradvate courses,

i T e . A L



iy ety e o A i S

Dreensses, 1947

T -

Hangy GEGRGE Niws

PAGE SEVEN

And Happy New Year

A question period and lively discussion fol-
Towed the locture and awarding of certificates,

Captain Jesse B, Gay, USN. Retired, a high-
Iy esteemed member of the faculty of the San
Diego, Caiifornia, extension, has been in the
Nyval Hospital hete for a check-up, but is ont
apain, with flying colors, and back on the job
of teaching a sl select group of “reul estate
speculators” who, incidentally {or rather, quite
asturally, considering the instructor they hve)
are turaing out to be 100 per cent Georgists!

Bessie B, Truehart, divector of the extension,
substituted for him during his absence,

Newark

Requests  for k bave fairly over-
whelosed Newark }L&adqunmn: and the Dean,
Alesander Goldfinger, is kf]p’: busy. A meeting
which revealed an unusually interested group
took place in November when he addressed the
MNational Meeting of the Newark Hard-of-Hear-
iy League at Batcheller Hall, Y. W.C.A. Some
of these present are planning fo tske a special
cings at the schoal. The dean s scheduled to
speak to about 500 students of the Essex Coumty
Vouational and Technical High School in De-
cemliey on the subject, "The Scieace of Econom-
ics amd Its Relation fo Current Bvents,” He will
wlso wddsess the Men's Club of the Elizabeth
Avenve Presbyterian Church of Newark on
December  10th,

Amorng the faculty membess teaching some
17 clusses in Newark and envitons are: H. F.
Hadgley, Frank A. Bermingham, DeWitt Clin-
ton, Ms, Geoffrey W, Esty, Lewis R. Hares,
De. Edwin € Hut, Robert &, Hayward, Wil
Ham A, Keaiss, Michael Merlin, George R.
Meyer, Mis, Co A, Miller, Frank Oliver, Wil-
liamr Pecking, Louis N, Perma, Dr. William R,
Rinkenbach, and Mrs. Andrew Thompson. One
of the new instructors is contemplating forma.
tion of a class of top executives in Newark who
will mdet ab headquacters. Class attendance has
been kept up by a secies of telephone calls from
the instructors, with the result that many classes
have added acw students toward the middle of
the course. Students make up the previous work
by taking the true and false correspondence
lessons.

Another innovation tried out by the new
dirsctor, Miss Marjorie Sweet, was to circular-
ize, periodizally, in lots of 100, some of those
who failed to entoll for the classes; suggestin,
thit the corsespondence course be taken instead.
This has brought in 65 earollees so far and the
students are doing spleadidly, with a percent-
age uf errors as low as one, two and three, indi-
cating o good type of student indeed.

81, Louls

Noah Alper had the delightful idex some
ten vears ago, of writing to Father Dawson in
Dublin, who knew Heary George and undoubt-
wdly admired him. Father Dawson replied to the
St Louisan's letter (Nosh was then living in
California) but he sent his reply to Mrs. Anna
Guorge de Mille. Shortly before her death Mrs,
de Mille came upon the favocful letter and
sent it to Woah. A brief section follows:

"1 can wel) understand the regret that is felt,
by thase who understind this Secial Problem,
when they consider how little is done by the
Catholic Church to bring things round to a

pood and just conclusion. But we ought %o
acknowledge what really has been dote by
Charch authority, and what cnounous difficul-
ties stand in the way of deing more

“1. In 1891, soon after Cardipal Manning
in Esglend, and Bishop Naly in Ircland, had
explained the meaning of the Land Question,
Pope Leo XHI published to the whole world an
Encyclical Letter on The Condition of Labour.

2. In the Fncyciral of 1891, there was 2

Little passage which cansed some alarm. These
3 or 4 lines seermed to say that Henry George,
in his teacking concerning public rights, was
not quite in agreement with the ordinary rea-
sonable and Catholic waching on the same sub-
ject.
! "3, Thercapon, io the sems vear 1891, Henry
George, in ordar to explin himself very Fully,
wrote a little book which he called The Condi-
timr of Labor. Shortly afterwards, he received
(as be told me himself) o assuraaxe that his
book had been ‘received, and read, and under-
stood.’

"4, In 1892, the representative in America
of the Holy Sec made & very precise examing-
tion of the Heory George Doctrine coacerning
private property in land, calling inte counci
with himself four lexened American priesss. The
decision of the Papal Delegate was o the effect
that in thae doctrine there was no contradiction
of the ordinary doctune of the Catholic Church,

"5 In 1931, the present Holy Father, Pope
Pios XI, issued the Encyclical Quadragesime
Anno, dealing with the same subject as the In-
cyclical of 1891, In this new pronouncement the
few lines mentiones) abave ace not epeated, but
stress is laid upon the fact that the Church has
always sought to promaote the best interests
{even temporal interests) of the whole people
and to protect the paivate rights of individuals,
Private lawfui progress o prosperity is alweys
helpful to the neighbours, and to all te people.
And from the public prospesity {vot wickedly
made private) advantages in abundance flow
freely 1nto private Jife.”

Anyone wishing to read the entire letrer may
receive a copy from Noah Alper, director of
the Heary George Schoul, §t. Louis, Missouri.

Wilkinsburg

The secret is ovt. Richard E. Howe, who
admits he'’s a ficebrand, is not nearly so much
afraid of the bricks husled by Communists as
he is of the fuct that his wife may diveece him
for making her a “single-tnx widow.”

"I wish you people in New Yodk couid get
together,” says he. "Writing all information In
triplicate arouses my individualistic ire against
bureaucratic red tape,”

Instructor Hows is teaching within Union
U. E. C 10, "believing that coly amongst the
niltitude can direction to the top be given.”
He has 14 gaduates and 5 studeats n the
Union with some 3C taking the correspondence
course. This is a union of 17,000 contralled by
60 Communist party members. He has been
nominated by the Rank and File for Finncial
Secretary, an executive board pesition, buk is
taking this under ddviscment,

New York

So many interesting class lectures are taking
place at 50 East 69th Street that we could not

begin to cover them ail, not to mention the bril-
liant Triday evening series which Includes, for

. such eminent Georgist speakers as
the Reverend W, Wytic Young of Batavia, New
York, and Alexander Goldbnger of Newark,
New Jersey, o

Since the ever pleasing English visitor, Cecil
Pasco, hus several times proved himself the idol
of audiences, we may as well admiz that he gave
3 second command pecformance in New York
speakiag on carrent labor problems, with accus-
wmed cloquence and grace.

Said Mr. Pasco, after analyzing the problems
of management and the problems of labor, the
“sceurity of labor wiighs against the securd
of menagement. A lot of people do not thi
they can settle down and work together. 1 don't
ageee.”

During the last bwelve years, it was pointed
out, management has been vety conscious of the
ing power of [abor, and has sought to
cown the barrler sepasating the wortkman
wed the manager, as welk as to dispell the hor-
cible fesling of distrust existing in the minds
of the warkers. He gave examples of the um-
pire msthod as employed by Henry Ford and
the United Automobile Workers, and quoted
james F. Lincoln, whom be refected to as a
Uvery wise man” (—"'since we cannot command
we must make him [the worker] 2 member. We
call that incentive management.”

"People are trying contrals,” said the speeker,
“Watch the papers and you will see that people
are beginning to think some kinds of controls
ace necessary, and so they are being zecepled.”
(In Russia completely, in England partially).
Looking at controls you might ssy they do snc-
ceed. Bussia has had & moderate succiss: and
in England theve is six per cent mote production
in wan houes (a3 compared with 1939),

But notice that “under any other control,
pacticulurly from an outside soarce, 3 man gives
up his freedom, Concrols breed controls. Con-
trofs asually say “you meast duo so and so.” This
neviet does work. You see how it breaks down
in war time. You can’t make a man work, You
can mske hun give a sentbianee of work. You
can rtep a pesson from doing things—you can't
maks him do things. If these controls were
sight. man would acoept them,™

Houston

From an apastment in Eagle Strect, Houston,
comes news of the birth of one more Texas
Georgis, James Allen Packer was born on July
29th, 1f all goes well in the Texas district, the
ditector, Foxhall A. Parker, plans to begin
classes about next January, by which time James
Allen should be ready to tuke his first steps
in the quest for justice,

Also planned for January is an essuy contest
offering $200 in cash awards, with the winnets
spuaking over one of the local radio stations.

ublicity from this event should attract 2 nurn-
ber of new students to the Fouston class in
Fundamental Economics.

crow
break

We began with news of a marciage and ended
with the antouncement of a birth-—just to prove
that the Georgist movement is haman, vibeant
and alive, And now we wish to say in rebuttal,
to Ottawa in patticulac-—we thand you for your
thoughtful Christmas wishes—and on behalf of
all Henty George Schools in the U. 8, disec-
tors and miembers, we heartily wish you and all
Capadizn Friends, the same.
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| MODEIRN MAN AND THE LIRERAL ARTS.
New Yook Roked
1T 330 P

o By Framd Neftms
o Sehulpentach TPogudaion.
Indexed, Cloth, £330

fn this companion picce to iz eackier werk,

The Roows 8f Qar Learaing, Franchs Nelbon

challenges the epindons of such wmen as Jokn

- Dewes, fames B, Conang and Awpeld 1 Torne
bee. The result 3s 2 goonp of oritcal ssap
written with clastty, simplicisy smd enthusiasio.

Througheut bis fong fde, Mr Neison bas
watched and Shen parst i sdogationad, polites
and economdc aovements, Thus, ic us essays
on sduration jie speaks 15 one who hos secn 2t
elase sange the expertmiars of moders sduor
tors and £3 able to weigh o the scalss of achieve
ment the resulis 50 fav attaned by the so-called
progressives, Mr. Nelbos 15 sronpie of fhe
opinion thet we are losing ot in the education-
#} feld by preseniday methads e is Bosly
convinced thet 0 be trody edocated, & man or
wimia must be sieeped in the wisdom of the
past, must havy stdied the soeresses 224 faik
uses of bygone o one, and must realls
kaow what ke bs tsiking shoa when i romes
t gach impoeat Makes 5s, [ omstanse, hos
man liberty and sconmuie justice. He Ends lile
to comdore him in the current wene. “There s

an ifliteracy of the edvcated fxdar” he swps
“that is far more dingereus thas the Hitteracy

of the iliterain”

In sharp contessr fo this coatun's cop of
miseducated youngstess, hopping off the col-
lugiate assembly ling every twelve months, Mr.
Neitson cites Meary George whose Alma Mater
wits 0o vine-clid hall bes the crowded Zore-
castle of a foursmsred lediaman and the inke
splashedd offiey of o printer’s shop. Yet, in his
fater years, Mr. Nellson pelnts aub chis self.
taught scholar woove a hook which reveals “not
only o tepacity of purpose, bt a thurgughsess
of review wharl rovers Wl thy heown works of
the chick ecompmists - . durlng thy sighieesth
aed nineteenth centunce Moreovet. Proagres
ard Poverty shows o Ganuliagity with studies
that le on the friage of the scivace of political
eeonomy, There ate innaussrable re{eences to
anthors who are net mestioned by writers on
economic subjects, even so law as foln Stoart
Mill.” And Mi. Neilson cencludes: T'n 2 man
like Menry Genrge, the puoosuit of knowleidge
meant toiling to the heart of the subicet elong
the tough riad of themy probleaw: the best
way in the end for & mae to squip fhmsclf
with the thought of his worlly predocessoss.”

In a two part ey endtled, “The Consplnag
Against the English Pessantre” the asthor
tsaces in shoet compass the war of thee nobles
against the tillers of the soil. For seven hundred
years at least, through furced enclasuze of e
fand, the villages were dupopalited and the
people driven it the 1owns. N woe @ woeas
misconception,” it is stated, “to Lreat the so-
called Industrisl Revolution as o cause of the
mpoverishivent of the poople, Thene was evi-
dence snotigh o be found in the frst rocords
of the Febian Society to convince spv engasst
studeat that . . . the migration of the conntry
men te ihe towns sesulted oo sitpersbuadant
laber roacket, with the result that wages fell as
prices of commudities rose” The touz story of
thiy dage periad in Eoplsh history has beea ig-
nered by the chied histozians, but here it s told

Cin & weay to moke Uis soher Tossoni clae. -

The authed's pwa carsey 0 Brttigh polivics
gh‘aﬁ. fam bz souene mateeial Tos
of Liberafism and Radicafisan. In

he Decay of

Libesalises™ e fraces he histonical tackgrouné
- and soope of the movemsat in Englind from

the time of its inceprion, thoough the dips of

s preatest infugoee, o fs dechre and dearh
st the begloming of Wordd War 1 He abic
eranines Do Conert's starnd on Amevioas sed-

fcalisin and (b possibility of #5 raejval

My Nuilon &z: ;5 e ioss of vidility 1o
wup present-dey pofitical movements and the ab-
seree of vigorons protest against the wrong-do-
s oi hose in power. In his eser, “The S
forwe of the Opposition,” b2 says, "W have ne
Swify 1o mzoe 3 frontal arteck wpon the hastious
of polital feiquiry . . . no Hazlit 1o shake
the very feundstions of aa Edmund Bordte; no
Jumius to eveal the sardid methods of shatesmen
and their toadies. The oppoagen is sifant.”

Aguinst a broad :__u!mra! baekgronnd the
theme of theose essays is brought to 2 doamatic
climax in the twe conclading pieces and the
auchor™s digrmusina of the ~aneus philosaphics
st higtorical interyretsrion., Tiere he comapares
and sooiruts Spengler and Toynber, Treedoun
asd Brooke Adums, Vieo and Bordbardt in o
maaner which Jewves 0o wader ranfmed a5 f0
Lis purpnse noe mesi stiangle ipoess evory
themzhitful persue wih che i poince of koow
mg how fa the sngesicdze of the past e
the conditions o the preent dap.

Ay, Netlson s also the auther of The Elee-
entl: Canmendmees, Ty Queed of Instice, Tae
Teayedy of Eneope (Ave volunes), The Rooss
of Gur Loaiping, Al of thy € i a
many otler wieks, Now in s sighly-lisst year,
he is an indefatigable writer, and bis aticles
ary constandy baing puilished in such listin.
yuished smagasioes a5 The Asmerizan Jaginal of
Etavanics and Socology, lndeed, I s in thix
Touraal that many of thess assays et appraced,
and the enthusiastic reception which they re-
reivedd there encouzaged ihe anthor in the com-
pilatton of the present bosk.~V. G. Prrerson

ON UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE. By James
B Conent, Vale Cuiveesity Preq, Num
Haven, 1947155 pp. 200
The intadecion to Dr Conant’s book in

spires confidence in the mar and respeut for the

Philisepher, Fietaply in the preface he has

sapght 10 appralse and set in proper perspece

tive the atom bomb The scieotists, ho wlates,
fad hoped shar theiz sescarzhes soubd develop
aomic energy For power and demonstrare the
impossibility ohic explosive Bat sinee

¢ of ag
the discovery of the boiab was in a nense e
evitabide 0 a soiemibe age, he i3 corselad with
the thaught that the demossacies were fou.
aale in fhe dming. Noting the many beneticent
discaverizs of scieare be invobies the wisdon so
abundan: i oz of the atsatest of all phile-
shphical essavs, Fraersoa's Law of Cumpensa:
tion, “Wih every influx of light comes new
danger. . . Thete is 2 cradk in everything God
bas nade. . . . But the doctrine of compensa-
tiof: 15 not the docitiae of inmJifference,”

The main trmatize wveals the schala in ag-
tioeea stimulating wed enlightening tcacher,
He ciros the mowing impocance of soience
with the sttendant meed o clarlfoation 2f pop-

Ris drcussion -

WILLIAM §. VCONNOR, Editor

niar dhivkany sbouf aredficas of scencs
ings genen! cuimre The
manon ol objectve, factunl  acalysis
ased ol contelied apesimeniation waold,
ba Selieves, rzad o give poater weight to the
satenzl oot s de g factows in 5
pzopressive Free sociory. it 1 not suffclent fo be
will informed about sience, The cssendal hing
is undecstanding, Fe prefers the histori]

cemtiser  Ghaa [i&ikxa-:}gniﬂ_w}_- approach fos
ackiaving difs snd,

His demanstration of e mieodes 3 an ahe
siwheng snd fascinating stery. He combines the
techaigoe of the Libertery with the elogusine
of the lettue roow aate o Jeieg, doswmenged
higiery of the cealmren of windil methed and
discovery. At the Jawn of the 17 cenlury
Aristorie’s dogme that maduse sbhor aovasauen
eordinued to hedpe the covcupts of the wien
dsts. When Galideo pondersd the reagon why
mater wanld oor Hl0 2 vacman mwore thon 34
feet above the level of the semece b soegh
extend the vanzun coneept by apecclitagg
the cofursn broke of Bs own weight, His papilg,
Torsivelit and Vivians, equisped with the Jong
wsed machanionl pumn aad (ke koown b lutie
ronsiderad waighs of air voncept, abolished ti
vicunm theors Dy supportiog 4 column of mar-
cory with aiy prossre. Pasial geee addnionad
weidrote of the “sprng of 207 by showing thet
the memure oolomp sherteped Wit My olevae
pon abuve sex level, Voo Guerddke devised the
Magdeburg demitphieres et with air expelied
defied the strenath of horses 1o sepaabe thein
Yal fedl apat when the almesgherio pressus
mans casibiznd il W . Rofaeer Bovke
wmith gmore clshoraty con ot enesl
Torrleeli by demonstrating the rise and 41 of
the mcrogs celugin as the air prossurs upon i
was fncreased and decrmsed.

The twitching of & frog’s bog ia proxiungy o
an electrical muchone aftrachod fthe emeead Ga.
serest of Galvanl. Volt theangh coptrelled ox
perient revised Galvian's specelative couey
and the ectric Datrery was bom, Resotgen we
vestigatcd what othess bad sured—the foggiog
of photsgrephic plates near sa dleenic: dis
charpe—and by the romse of accideatal discovery
and plapnsd expervent the 2oy was evolved
Haw the adbitracily entecuched element, phiog-
istng, inoa long tadle of pelemics. socideniad
digeemeriah and cantrolled tests, was transsutid
into the scientific concepe of combustion s
drasatically but feroally anfelded and dbere
ical sefence was emancipated frop the Arisio.
velean concept of the four slements, sagth, aiz,
Ao and wates,

The reader is lefe aith the langing this De
Corant will recongider his criginal cmenpt—
a puide for feschiog e mothads of sifencee-
and wxpansl o Bis awn angpossing srple the
glimpse he has exposed of & magic wortd into
the complere sanorema of scence, Aad io the
peocess e wistfully Hope thal he will agaln
conaft the great masterplice of hls—-pd o
s—=favogite philasopher. Tmenon’s Law of Com
pensation, sod extend Ris great tadent ta the
fiedd of sucial sclznce with by mentor's ame
ristons constantly fo mind, Cidatues hates raon.
opolies and exceprons, . . . Thiags refise o
be mismonaged bang. .. I you max too high,
the reveeme will yield aotbing. . . . Nething
arbitenrs, cothing amiiera] ot enduee,”
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