resistance from the usual sources to these
ideas, not helped by Kenya's shortage of cash
to invest in public services. “Tax collection
and enforcement is weak”, says Konyimbih,
“but land tax is increasingly being seen as the
main source of growth in revenue for local
government, as grants from central govern-
ment reduce.”

The main activity of this research is estab-
lishing an education programme for officials
and local politicians: reform will have to be
‘bottom-up’, given the resistance from certain
top officials. Interestingly, little or no further
legislation is required to implement full LVT:
the barriers are procedural and institutional
inertia.
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ODD Litman is a transport consultant

from Victoria, British Columbia, whose

interest in LVT is linked to his desire to
see more efficient use of land set aside for
transport systems. He believes that if the
opportunity cost of such land allocation — for
parking as well as movement — was properly
reflected in land value assessments, it would
assist the justification of sustainable transport
systems. His research aims to develop ways to
measure the amount of land devoted to trans-
port, how it wvaries under different
circumstances, how to value it and how tax
policies and other regulations are — or could be
— optimised in terms of various social and eco-
nomic objectives.

OB Gloudemans is the author of a
Brecently published text-book Mass

Appraisal of Real Property. His
research aims at deriving a method for
assessing land values for individual sites on a
very large scale with very little market evi-
dence from bare land sales. He has taken
several complete property tax jurisdiction
data sets and applied non-linear regression
and feedback statistical techniques, hoping to
empirically derive formulae that can be
proven to offer realistic land values for taxa-
tion. Results so far appear very promising:
real market data compares with values
derived from Gloudemans’ model to within
5-10%.
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