A Word Whth Y

WONDER if it would ever be

possible to establish the Rule of
Reason in human affairs. Reason is
the best instrument man has for
solving problems, so why shouldn’t
it be used at all times? Instead, it
is used so seldom that you'd think

man had found something better.

But he hasn’t!

Reason evidently requires a qual-
itative effort that most people shun
most of the time. It shouldn't seem
like too difficult a task to quietly
pursue a logically connected series
of thoughts. But rather than under-
go this mild business, people will
suffer and whine, commit acts of
violence, and go on wasting their
substance and their lives.

Suppose we could set things u
in sul::ioa way that the still, mnﬁ
voice of reason would not be
drowned out, as it is in the world
today. Every utterance, every pro-
posal, every deed would have to

ass the test of reasonableness,

hat a difference that would make!

But first there are numerous pit-
falls that would have to be over-
come. ,

First, we would have to abolish
the Rule of Rant, wherein he is
the winner who interrupts the most
and raves the loudest and longest.
According to the Rule of Reason,
every sentence uttered would be
analyzed and the speaker (or rant-

Another pitfall to overcome is
the great fgey of Face Saving.
More counterfeit reasoning is done
to serve this false idol than per-
haps for any other motive. g‘?:w
way to overcome this is to let it
be known that reason is impersonal,
that a2 person’s dignity and honor
are not at stake when we are prob-
ing, that all questions are permis-
sible but none are accusations.

Still another booby-trap is The
Group. Belonging to a clique, cult
or caste frequently has a damaging
effect on the quest for reasonable-
ness. The pack must run together,
and that stifles independent think-
ing. This is a tough problem, for
no one likes to risk the displeasure
of his “gang.” The remedy (after
all, we are imagining the ideal set-
up) is to only form associations
that can hold together in the face
of reason, and to grant everyone
the independence to pursue reason
to its utmost limits. The only pen-
alty should be that everyone must
be subjected to the reasonable dis-
cussion of others.

You contend that I am ask-
ing for. impossible. But if it
is possible for me to _conceive it,
then it is i If you don't
like my reasoniag, I'd be to
discuss it with der the con-
ditions outlined above!

—Robert Clancy

er) would be held accountable.
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