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are valueless. The increased rent is reflected in increased
land values and nothing else. A tax on these land values,
that will bring them into the public treasury would soon
stop the practice. Nothing else ever will. Not only will
it stop this most miserable form of hold-up, but it will
open up the acres around Washington that the national
government needs. It would stop the spoilation of the
beautiful parks, relieve congestion, and keep from private
pockets the values that the thousands of new residents
are bringing here.

The only thing that will cure conditions in the Capital
is a large dose of Single Tax.

NEWS FROM DAKOTA

rd

A few days ago I had an interview with Judson King’
Secretary of the National Popular Government League-
Mr. King had just returned from a long speaking trip
through the Northwest and he was enthusiastic over
the prospects of the Non-partisan League, convinced of
their patriotism, and inspired by their intelligent under-
standing of fundamental questions. He told how he would
go to some town of about 75 people far out on the prairies,
the thermometer about 20° below, and yet at the meeting
hour the hall would be packed with farmers who had driven
in from miles around—some of them living as far as 15
miles away. And they were intelligent men, he said, who
were disgusted with quackeries, and who would listen to
you by the hour if you had a real message for them as to
how they could get to the root of the nation’s social ills.
He said they had worked out a comprehensive plan of
popular government. They were to have a short ballot,
elect only the governor and hold him responsible for the
proper administration of the laws; they were to have a
one chamber legislature, and would have a check on the
action of every official by means of the initiative, refer-
endum and recall. He said while they were not talking
Single Tax directly they were doing it indirectly. They
were talking of the removal of taxes from farming imple-
ments, personal property and improvements, and they
were denouncing in unmeasured terms the land speculator
and the man who would not put his land to productive
use. He said that there were no slackers in the Northwest,
that the farmer boys were going gladly to the battle-front,
that the farmers were putting in larger crops than ever
before, that there was no sedition or treason except in the
eyes of the Milling interests, and Special Privilege, and
Big Business, that had been fattening for years on the
labor of the farmers. Mr. King suggests that every real
democrat keep his eyes on the Northwest. Upon the
prairies they have passed the propaganda stage and their
decks are cleared for action. B. F. LiNDas.

THe Limitation of Output and a Better Plan, is a
pamphlet by W. R. Lester, published by the United Com-
mittees for the Taxation of Land Values, at 11 Tothill St.,
London, S'W., Eng. It is admirable, as is all that comes
from Mr. Lester’s pen.

" James F.Morton’s Lecture Work

OLLOWING the present policy of THE SINGLE Tax

REVIEW, I present a brief summary of my field and
lecture work since the period covered by my last report.
My annual record, to appear later, will give more details.

Unusual difficulties prevented an early start in the
Fall; and the work throughout the year has suffered through
lessened co-operation in certain quarters, due to unfortu-
nate events which could not be foreseen, as well as to the
extraordinary conditions existing during the war. Never-
theless, thanks to the help of certain friends of the Single
Tax cause, the continuity of the field work has not been
broken.

Of special importance has been the co-operation of
the Farmers' National Single Tax League. Commissioned
as its field secretary for New York State, I have been able
to reach a number of granges, where the planting of Single
Tax thought has proved of special value.

Up to the Christmas holidays, my work consisted of
sporadic lectures not far from New York City, with the
exception of a short trip during which good meetings were
held with various organizations in Hudson, Albany, Troy,
Schenectady, Saratoga Springs, and smaller communities
in the neighborhood of these cities. In January, a brief
visit to Middletown included several lectures with satisfy-
ing results. Then followed a longer trip, with lectures in
numerous communities in Herkimer, Oneida, Madison,
Onondaga and Broome Counties. The present trip, not
yet completed, following a short but very busy period in
Chautauqua and Cattaraugus Counties, and a flying visit
eastward to debate the Single Tax in Philadelphia with
Professor Hollander, of Johns Hopkins University, has
taken me to divers points in Erie, Niagara and Orleans
Counties, with further engagements waiting to be filled.

James F. MorTON, JR.

Missouri

OR sixteen years | have worked from day to day on

the front end of this car wth the ambition in mind to
some day have a home of my own, but today I am about
as far away from it as I have always been. The working
man doesn’t stand much show under the present system.”
These were the words of a motorman in the employ of the
street car monopoly in St. Louis, Missouri, when the pro-
gramme of the Homestead Home and Land League was
explained to him.

The speaker was a man of more than ordinary intelli-
gence and capabilities. He is the father of six children,
and he and his wife have always endeavored to provide
them with the common advantages of schooling and free-
dom from éarly wage slavery. As a consequence, the
father’s small wage has been insufficient to do more than
provide for the family needs, with nothing in addition for
the establishment of real economic independence. The
man went on to tell of instances with which he was familiar
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of the evils of land monopoly and speculation and caught
the point at once when it was explained that the programme
of the League provided for the exemption of all improve-
ments from taxation and the levying of all taxes simply
upon the land, used and unused alike, according to its value.

This is not a rare case but only one of many which
come from day to day to the attention of the campaigners
for the Single Tax in Missouri. These war times are
putting the workers in a frame of mind to consider pro-
grammes making for fundamental economic changes. It
is highly important that the opportinuty be developed in
every community to emphasize the one plan which will
abolish land monopoly and its kindred evils, We, in Mis-
souri, feel fortunate in having the advantage of a political
programme for the presentation of the Henry George idea.

Petitions to place the measure of the League on the
ballot for the November election are in circulation in every
district in the State. Thirty-five thousand voters must
sign before a place on the ballot is secured, and names are
coming in at headquarters every day. In more than half
of the districts required we are in sight of the top with a
full quota already in from several. A few are requiring
special effort, but we feel confident of success, as far as
this first step goes. QOur serious problem is the securing
of funds to do the necessary work connected with finishing
up the petition work. Every reader of the REVIEW is
asked to consider the opportunity which Missouri affords
for a great step forward toward full economic justice and
then to give something to carry the movement to the front.
For a State as centrally located as Missouri to adopt the
Single Tax would mean its rapid spread, first to the con-
tiguous States and then to the whole mid-continent section.
Our State is in line for this great advance. Single Taxers
and radicals generally owe it to the philosophy they es-
pouse to give their aid to this movement.

Land and Labor, our monthly publication, will be sent
to every contributor. It will carry the full news of the
progress of the campaign. CARL Brannin, Field Sec'y.

Ohio

HE Ohio Tax League, with offices and a secretary in

the Williamson Building, Cleveland, is spending money
for double-column advertisements at $2.50 an inch, and
has a field manager at work. Among other things it pro-
fesses a desire to abolish double taxation, to lessen rents,
and to be a friend of the home owner. It calls for “fair
taxation in Ohio,” and wants to ‘‘eliminate perjury, eva-
sion, confiscation and the scandalous cost of administra-
One advertisement reads: ‘‘Lower taxes in Ohio

tion."”
on business and realty will result from fair taxation. More
revenue to cities for war purposes will also result. Bring

above about by mortgage recording tax, nominal rate on
deposits, low rate on securities, and strict limit of one
per cent. on business and realty.” .

The voters of Ohio next November will pass upon a con-
stitutional amendment which reads as follows: “And laws

may be passed to provide against the double taxation which
results from the taxation of both the real estate and the
mortgage, or the debt secured thereby, or other lien upon
it.”

The Ohio Tax League is back of this amendment.
If it is adopted, the legislature will be asked to abolish
the annual mortgage tax, from which little or no revenue
is derived. That would do away with the “double tax-
ation’’ which so distresses the Ohio Tax League, and then
the legislature would be asked to adopt a heavy mortgage
recording tax, from which much revenue would be derived.

The League's field manager says that this mortgage
recording tax is the first step in securing an ‘‘automatic
tax system in Ohio, based on incomes.”

Single Taxers suspect that the League’s plan is to
abolish the direct real estate tax entirely, if enough revenue
can be secured by other taxes.

The Hydraulic Pressed Steel Co. of Cleveland, listed
its property, for purposes of taxation, at $450,000.
Auditor Zangerle, of Cuyahoga County, the assessing officer,
refused to accept that valuation and placed the company
on the tax duplicate for $2,400,000. The company got
an injunction from the lower courts, and now Ohio’s Su-
preme Court has settled the dispute by refusing to inter-
fere. County Auditor Zangerle announces that he will
start an agitation to have the laws changed so that corpo-
rations may be taxed according to the value as indicated
by market quotations of this stock, rather than the ordinary
value of their physical property. He says that by this
court ruling $100,000,000 of corporation property values
escapes taxation.

Section 2 of Article XII of Ohio’s constitution provides
that ‘“Laws shall be passed taxing, by a uniform rule, all
moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint stock
companies, or otherwise; and also all real and personal
property according to its true value in money.”

The owners of capital stock in Ohio corporations have
successfully defied this uniform rule, and no attempt has
been made to tax such stocks. Moneys, credits and bonds
also largely escape taxation. The situation is becoming
desperate for Ohio municipalities, which are facing bank-
ruptcy. All sorts of suggestions are continually appearing
for providing more revenue without increasing the *‘burden”
on landowners; and it seems certain that a radical revision
of Ohio’s ancient tax laws cannot long be postponed.

Michigan

HE Michigan campaign for site value taxation is be-

ginning to assume importance in the public eye. One
State tax organization controlled by corporations has done
it the honor to condemn the movement as a menace to
vested intcrests, and a farm publication run for profit
rather than for service has declined to publish an adver-
tisement offering its literature for sale. But the organs
of the Gleaners, the Grange, the Fruit Belt and the trade
unions are outspoken in approval of site value taxation.



