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MR. WILLCOX ELABORATES HIS VIEWS

Eprtors LLaNp ANp FreepoM:
The following are reflections stirred by a reading of Miss Caroline
G. Nations' article, “The Common Wealth,” in your last issue.
Nature, the land, does nothing for man. Tts forces act and its
processes operate wholly independent of man, or of consideration for
him. With knowledge of these forces and processes, all man can do

T
I st Iahor it he 35 10 beneﬁt from them, if he is to mampulate these :
L forces ‘and ‘processes  in his own inferest, When these: forces have

acted and :these - processes: have: reached :a certain : stage, the .conse- .|
- quences of which are: suztable to man’s needs and uses, then man must f

' -Iabor“to obtain any beneﬁt from them. -

-If, due to-lack of knowledge, he labors too, soomin eonnectlon thh .
them, or if -he .delays his-Jabor until these processes have gone’too
- far, his labor will not vield its full poss:ble retora:-to him, In thé i,
. latter case, 'if too. long deferred, his, Jabor will.go fo naught and
L the Torces, and processes; of nature will return nature’s- i

whatéver the form thése - may have assumed agam to th it :'elernents.

" Also, if inan . has insufficient, or. meﬁ”ne:ent tools with "~ which to

manipulate these forces and processes .of natitre, or their- ‘vesults, hi

o labor will be increased to his detrimient, yielding less for the samé.
exertlon Labor, -not - land yields. everything with which man can”

become possessed w1thout labor, man can. have nothmg. -

* The tools man uses to increase. the. y1e1d of his labor- (to, “save

: him labor) are. also the produet ‘of man’s labor in. connection with. -
these same forces and processes, W1thout labor d:rected by’ his
knowledge and, Sklll these ‘tools would not_exist, Thus: appears the
advantage to man of knowledge of these forces and processes and__ i
the skill a6 mampulate thern-—the sufficient’ reason for. mans seelcmg

e ‘enlightenmment, his true education.

Smce mans situation and condmon 1s wholly dependenr upon hgs ;

- labor -and thhout labor nature y:elds man_rothing, problems con-
nected with h:s Situation. and condition are labor problems pr

. Whl(.‘.h are to-he solved. only by, and-in proporuon to, his. recogmtmn:
- that it is his: labor modified by the use he makes of his knowlédge |

- and skall;; whlch ylelds him anything.. It 'is therefore desirabl

o study and m51ght that tnan discover the-laws of nature which: deter- . *

. ming his~ instifictive-.reaction” to ]abor and, ; ;as’a’ eorollary, to the
"‘ products of labor. " - LR BT - :
" There i i$ an- axiom with respect to’ human nature that man always

- takes the easiest toad, within-his knowledge ‘and skill; to the satisfac- " i
tion ‘of his -desires. In- ma.ny cases, perhaps most, he does not. know o

- that road ‘but-so far-as he can:discern it he will: take it Hence for’
_any labor he expends. directly iz his own interest, he’ will at:eept what-'

" everresilts -his-labor yields as “his eompensaﬁon For any- labor
: expended in the: mterest of others, at their instigation, he: will’ expect

and demand ‘compensation: for- his ‘share’ of “labor in producmg the
“results -desired. He will not ‘assent to another’s. receiving . “pay,” as

. is:said; for his efforts; for another’s recéiving pay-for the labor which

."he-himself 'has. expended for services or mstnnnents of produetwn
"whach ‘his labor- have provided..’ .

" This is so: fundamental a reactlon of man w1th respeet to_his labor
. that récognition of it is universally accepted as the. only honest and
" -legitimate basiy of all-business transactions involving an exchange of -

-+ iabor or the products. of’ labor, wherever . the- factors in-these trans-

- d@ctioris:are clearly defined  and’ reeogmzed So instinctive; lS‘JhlS X
& -reaction. in man- that the: child perceives its ;ustlce Whoever, and. to -
" whatever eéxtent, 3 'man expeiids his labot in the interest of another 2

“the latter, by the same-token, expects and is in duty hound to pay. for
-this_ Iabor -and to pay him whe expended it, not. another.

. Ther_e retiiains only to note the few categories of h_nman rélation-

_ships in which the obligation to make compensation exists. These -
relatlonshlps comprise those between man and man; and between_ the
_'j.mdw1dua1 and any Erowp. (sneh as partnersh:ps o corporatrons) s

serving’ “him® m -any. capacity. Among ‘these groups are those social -

: orgamzatxons known as’ cities, .counties, states the nation, ete, For
'-"the convemenee and use of all seryices pmvxded and ‘made ava:lable
fby any-division of governmeut ‘of “whiich ‘the individual -avails him-

lf—for the - labor mvolved in . providing or performm_g these

“services—each “individual is obllgated to compensate that govemment

as ‘he would any other creditor, which by its setvides makes the road- )

‘ to the satisfaction of his personal desires easier.-

~It:is the worth'to. him.of these aids to. ‘his, progress along that road :

© for wh1eh he wxllmgly pays Rent; not for the cxistence of the forces
o and- protesses of nature, the land, which’ bas no value to; man, though

it comprises all natural utilities €ssential to man’s. labor .The idea that -

- the difference in ‘Rent between: one place and another 15 due-to the

relatwe productmty of the land arises from_the failure to note that '

: 3 in seekmg the easiest toad to the satlsfactxon of his- desires, not onIy, .
3 but naturally, will man seek the best land: to be found for his special’
¥ purpose; -but- thiat in-order. to - make such land “useful to- “him in-the
_ highest p0551b1e degree, he willithere. prowde and make avazlablef-

“helpful’ services of all sorts. If wise, he: wnll not: expend Tabor to -
prov1de services out. of proportmn to. the produetlwty of his- labor' :
" at.places where the forces and processes of. nature, the natufal utilities
of the land, are poorly adapted fo-his uses..Hencg, it is not the relative, |
‘natural utility of the Jand for which Rent is pa.ul but for the services .

i provxded and:made available for utlhzmg the forces and processes of
.'natare at that-place; and the Rent will be in proportlon to‘the worth

of - the. labor 'expended in produemg these services, or. saved by
their use, - - . W e e
It is for these ‘Services provxded at the eost of Tabor for whlch_

Rent is" pald No man owes, nor r1ghtfully can exact’ payment ‘of
; anather: (and in fact ke never-does) for the use of the land, That he -

thinks. he pays; Rent for the use. of the: land is.a result of that “mind-

= set”. -of leng standing: referred to, which, unfortunately, has blocked-:"'_
: progress toward the goal of Henry Géorge; the publze collection of
. the Rent as'a governmental revenue: policy. - :
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