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until a.fffer the War, and the collection of at least £200,000
now leviable as Increment Value Duty will be indefinitely
postponed.

d. Reversion Duty.

Owing to legal technicalities (Camden case, &c.) the
collection of Duty is temporarily suspended, but a large
number of cases are in suspension and consequently a
correspondingly large amount of Duty remains uncollected
As in Inerement Value Duty, a fairly complicated valuation
has to be made, again dependent as to payment of Duty
on the settlement of the 1909 valuation, the retrenchment
of the valuers who did the work will result in loss of revenue

5. The Valuation as a Check upon other
Assessments
There is no co-operation whatever between the staffs
of the Surveyors of Taxes and the Valuation Offices,
although they are under the same Board of Inland Revenue.
The responsible Surveyors of Taxes who control assessments
on Schedules A and B, notwithstanding their Civil Service
training, will find that experienced officials of the Land
Valuation office have come into more intimate acquaintance
with values during the past five vears than they have.
The assessments to the Poor Rate in which Schedule A
is based are no criterion whatever of the correct anuual
values or upon which to capitalise the leasehold or freehold
values, If the discrepancies in annual values were cor-
rected in the tax district of Marylebone, Hampstead,
Paddington, St. Pancras, Holborn, Westminster and
Kensington alone, it would result in a considerable increase
to the local and Imperial treasuries.

6. The 1909 Budget a Dead Letter

It is impossible that the Permanent Staff as now consti-
tuted can deal with the work imposed upon them in anything
but a slipshod manner, and the loss of revenue will assume
serious proportions. Considerable difficulty was exper-
ienced in getting together the stafi—the profession being
a limited one—and this suggests the desirability of the
Government keeping the existing staff at least under
- their control.

In conclusion, the definite statement may be made that
“in the Finance Act (1909-10) Act, 1910, there is an Act
of Parliament in being, but not in force.”

Addendum

Although no reference was made to the point at this inter-
view with the retrenched valuers, it may be noted that the
Commissioners of Inland Revenue, in their annual report to
Parliament, have consistently neglected to give informa-
tion as to the sum total of the * gross values,” the * full
site values,” and the ° assessable site values™ of all the
hereditaments valued by the Valuation Department ; their
return states only the sum total of the * total values ™ of
all the hereditaments assessed. There is good reason to
believe that this negligence is due to the fact that the
Commissioners have not required the District Offices to
submit information to them concerning * gross values,”
“ full site value,” and ° assessable site value.” The data
have not been assembled or tabulated at the head office,
and it is essential that the facts be duly presented to
Parliament.

COST OF STRIKES
In an appeal for increased contributions, the Northum-
berland Miners’ Association states that the funds are
exhausted. The Union’s property is mortgaged, and there
is a bank overdraft of £14,000. Five years ago the
‘association had £125,000, but this has been swept

away in two strikes.—(EpinBuran Evenive News, 22nd
November.)

THE CAUSE OF SOCIAL
INEQUALITY

By Louis F. Post

Assistant Secretary of Labour, U.S.A.

(Part of an Address delivered at Ford Hall, Boston, on
November 21st.)

My idea of government is a perfect balance between
society and the individual, between the social and individual
functions, and T think that one of the great troubles we
have had in our politics, our religion, and our laws is that
we have not recognised that balance.

But we must take government as we find it. We will
never get anything done if we refuse to begin working
until everything is just the way we want it. What should
government as it is do in the matter of idleness ? And
what do we mean by idleness ?

There is one kind of idleness with which no government
ought to interfere, and that is earned leisure. Every man
should have the right to do as he sees fit with his earned
leisure, unless he is damaging somebody else. . =

The idleness of those who are living on what they are
pleased to call the saved-up wealth of their ancestors is
the kind of leisure that government should interfere with.
They get it at the expense of the working masses. How
do they get it # Through municipal laws they get the
privilege of holding control of those things which labour
must have in order to work. . . .

Now you can abolish all kinds of social inequalities,
but if you leave the prime one—if you leave the monopoly
of this earth that God has given to his children—yon will
continue to have the old slavery conditions in one form
or another. Remove that monopoly, and every other
social improvement you make will come more easily. Land
monopoly is at the bottom of it all. If we are going to
improve these conditions and abolish idleness, we have
got to strike at the root, and get rid of the underlying
causes, -

There are other things which have to be done. Don’t
imagine that I think we can bring about a millennium by
doing any one thing. We could do several things if we
could only get people to agree to act together. . . .
How are we going to bring them together !

I would say to them, *“ Gentlemen, this earth was meant
for men. We have made it private property. We have
no justification for making it so, except that men can
make it more useful to the common good if they work
it piece by piece than it would be if it were one great public
common. Let us, then, continue to hold the land we
have, but let us take only the money that is produced by
our own labour upon it. Any unearned increment due to
the land itself should be permitted to go into the public
treasury =

When you say things like that, some people immediately
begin to say “ Confiscation.” Words don’t scare me.

+ When the people wake up and realise that certain other

people have been living off them, some things are going
to happen.

In a report made on November 15th to Mayor Newton
D. Baker of Cleveland, the city’s Tax Commission unanim-
ously recommends abolition of the uniform rule for tax-
ation of all kinds of property, legislation for classification
of property, exemption of mortgages and substitution of
a recording fee and preparation of a new tax code by the
State Tax Commission. A majority of the Commission
recommends land value taxation for local purposes and
an inheritance tax for state purposes:




