D e

.. R P S . ...
T e e T T e T T

._.
g

134 Land
LAND VALUES
Twenty-firsi Year. (Established June, 1894)
Monthly Id. By Post 2s. per annum.
Editorial Offices
The United Committee for the Taxation of
Land Values,
11, Tothill Street, London, S.W.

Telegrams: “Eulav, Vic, London.”
Telephone: Victoria 7323.

All communacations to be addressed to the Ediu_)r. y

“OUR POLICY.”

“We would simply take for the community what belonugs to
the community-—the value that attaches to land by the gmw:th
of the community ; leave sacredly to the individual all that
belongs to the individual.”—Henry George.

THE EUROPEAN WAR

(Translated from En ImpuesTo UnNico, Malaga, September,
1914.) o s

Public misfortunes and corruptions of government
spring from ignorance, neglect or contempt of human
rights.

Civilisation, as it progresses, requires a higher con-
science, a keener sense of justice, a warmer brotherhood,
a wider, loftier, truer public spirit. Failing these

civilisation must pass into destruction. It ecannot be

maintained on the ethics of savagery. _
Hexry GEORGE.

Bloodshed, fire, pillage, outrage, heaps of corpses
and the whole train of horrors which follow the barbarism

that is called by the name of war are outrageous cruelties |
and acts of savagery which provoke righteous indignation |

in_honourable and truly Christian minds. Hence, the
universal outery, surprise and stupefaction at seeing the
glaughter of medieval times re-enacted in the full
twentieth century, when our civilisation was thought
to be sufficiently advanced to make such horrors but the
nightmares of the past. ;

Yet for those who have eyes to see and ears to hear
this calamity of war, outrageous as it is, is but one more
calamity in the terrible drama that humanity must go
on enduring until it is successful in adjusting the
foundations of society to the supreme law of justice
which is the moral law, More havoc is caused in the
ranks of mankind by poverty and the fear of poverty,
with its consequences of vice and crime, than is wrought
by all the guns and cannon. No invading army will
cause more suffering than consumption fostered in our

wretched slums ; no pillage can be compared with that |

inflicted ' by tariffs and unjust taxation; no disaster
can be more terrible than unemployment and death from
starvation, to see one's fellow creatures compelled to
die of hunger in the midst of plenty.

These terrible plagues which slay millions of vietims
without shedding blood, which kill slowly but surely,
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. which wound and sear the most delicate fibres of ‘the
| soul more cruelly than the most dreadful tortire, are
. witnessed day by day all over the world with the greatest
. indifference ; and now there is excitenrent and indignation

at the outbreak of a war for which all these things have

. helped to pave the way. SE3AM,
Let us be logical and admit that none of, these

calamities should cause us surprise: so long as this-so-

called Christian society does not comply with the precepts
' of Christianity. WL 1
! Christianity teaches us that all men are brothers,
| that their true interests are harmonious and not. con-
' flicting.  Tts fundamental rule of life is that we should do
| to others as we would have them do to us, Thou shalt
| notsteal. -Thoushalt notkill. How are these commonly
interpreted ? Take care not to tumble into a garrison for
“Thou shalt not kill ” is not understood to apply to
soldiers., A society which so adulterates its .funda-
mental precepts can reap nothing but misfortunes.

Listen once more to the words of the ,Prophet of
San Francisco :—

Nor should we forget that m civilised man still lurks
the savage. The men who, in past. times, oppressed or
revolted, who fought to the death in petty quarrels and
drunk fury with blood, who burnt cities and rent.empires,
were men essentially such as those we daily meet. Social
progress has accumulated knowledge, softened manners,
refined tastes and extended sympathies, but man is yet
capable of as blind a rage as, when clothed in skins,
he fought wild beasts with a flint. = And present
tendencies, in some respects at least, threaten to kindle
passions that have so often before flamed in destructive
Ty,

The evils that begin to appear spring from' the fact
that the application of intelligence to social affairs has
not kept pace with the applieation of intelligence to
individual ‘needs and material ends.: Natural science
strides forward, but -political science lags.. With all
our progress in the arts which produce wealth, we have
made no progress in securing its equitable distribution.
Knowledge has vastly increased ; industry and commerce
have been revolutionised ; but whether free trade or
protection is best for a nation we are not yet agreed.*

With what wonderful ability and constant sacrifice
Henry George devoted his whole life to making known
his discovery of how to cure the most frightful of
social ills, and replying to those who dubbed his remedy
' a panacea, he said - ' -

Let me not be misunderstood. 1 do not say that in
the recognition of the equal and unalienable right of
each human being to the natural elements from which
life must be supported and wants satisfied, lies the
solution of all social problems. 1 fully recognise the fact
that even after we do this, much will remain to'do. 'We
might recognise the equal right to land, and yet tyranny
and spoliation be continuned. But whatever else we do,
so long as we fail to recognise the equal right. to the
elements of nature, nothing will avail to remedy that
unnatural inequality in the distribution of wealth which
is fraught with so much evil and danger. Reform

| * Socian Prosrems, Chap. 1.




October, 1914, 135

Land Values.

1
1

as we may, until we make this fundamental reform I

our material progress can but tend to differentiate our
/ people into the monstrously rich and the frightfully poor.
Whatever be the increase of wealth, the masses will still
be ground toward the point of bare subsistence—we
must still have our great criminal classes, our paupers,

and our tramps, men and women driven to degradation |

and desperation from inability to make an honest living.*

According to the Return now issued. 5,328 Acts were
passed. Of these, eight only bear date prior to 1700.
The area enclosed is not stated in respect of 3,067 of these
Acts, while for the remaining 2,261 it 1s given as 2,520,684
acres. The following table summarises the Return. by
counties :—

ENGLAND.
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several Acts, it is not now possible to complete the tale. |

Nor is this all. As Dr. Gilbert Slater says :—

““ Early in the eighteenth century there began the great
gseries of )]r:rivate acts of enclosure, of whiohg:,nooo in all,
covering some 7,000,000 acres, were before the
General Enclosure Act of 1845. During the same period
it i8 that about the same area was enclosed without

" application to Parli " (THE LAND, vol. 1, p. Ixxii.)

* SociaL | ProBrLEMS, Chap. XVIIT.
I Iﬁl.um Aors. Parliamentary Return, 3090 of 1014,

What their commons meant to the villagers will be
readily gathered from a perusal of Mr. and Mrs. Hummond’s
description of the three kinds of common :—

‘“The arable fields were divided into strips, with
different owners, some of whom owned few strips, and
some many. The various strips that belonged to a par-
ticular owner were scattered among the fields. Strips
were divided from each other, sometimes by a grass band
called a balk, sometimes by a furrow. They were culti-
vated on a uniform system by agreement, and after
harvest they were thrown open to pasturage.




