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Is This True About Business?

By JEROME JOACHIM

$6’FVHE PRESENT inflationary spiral is pri-
Trmuﬂy due to the business man's sel%xh

desite to greb all he can”. ’
The above mis-statement constitutes the hasis

of communism in all of the world. Spokea
glibly—and mq:tef;b a major premise by
millions without question—it makes an excel-
lent starting point for arguments favoring con-
trolfed econoray. _
To begin with, it is no? the business man
taday whose so-calied selfishness has cansed
igh prices, The business man today is no more
selfish than he was in the depths of the depres-
sion when these same “ccotrolled economists”
said that low Ii:im were wrecking the country,
' The cause of high prices today is the result of
the fact that there 15 more buying power than
there is goods and in a free or ively
© free economy, this invarisbly results in an in-
crease in price. An increase in price, whea ac-
< uf btyiu.t increased wages not neces-
n'gmem  an hour's labor buys less com-
odities—- in fact it may mesn an increase in
buying power.
But it is the so-called sclfishness of «¥ of our
ation that hss brought about a decrease
in real price. The average American-—can
an suotmobile in America if he wants to
- hard and forego the of other thi
instead. Millions of Russians, whete the “seif-
'ish’* business man has been eliminated, could
not own an automobile no matter how
they wocked. -
Tt was because Henry Ford was “selfish” and
wnated a Iot of m and r, that he
created a situation wm brought the price of
cars down from $2000 to $500, while at the
same time he caused to be created a vast em-
pite of tools and machines which enabled men
to produce millions of antomobiles at these
. low prices,
It was the “selfishness” of hundreds of our
ifndnst:ialisu t;hut cngd %hl&;a c}:mn to have
orty corporations, each w cal assets in
excess ol}m a billion dollass. m nation on
earth would not welcome these billions of dol-
Jars worth of tools and factories which con-
tribute sp greatly to the common welfare?
What great deed in history has ever been ac-
complished by altruists? Who can name 4 single
act that contributed to the well being of so
many people as did the building of the Ameri-
can railronds out “tobber. harons” who
functioned y from the most selfish of mo-
tives? What r;;i:ln ;:restth has mimduh:
many cars available T so many people as
that nation which operated purely from selfish
motives? America bas no natural advantages
over ather countries, Her resources, without the
wotk of free le, were absolutely valueless
in the begioning, Manhettan Island sold for
824, The hillions of dollars worth of tangible
wealth which now exists en that island were all
created through the labor of free men, all worck-
ing for their own selfish intetests. The iron
range in Minnesota, which has meant so much
to the development of this conntry, wasn't warth
anything until thousands of le-~worki
for a selfish interest—had built steamships,
railroads and billions of dollars worth of other
tools with which to make this ore of use to
- mankind. ' '
[ .

China y has fac resources
than Amesica has ever bad and so has India,
Bat they ate selatively valueless, because gov-
ernment in those countries has taken so much
from all who made any effort that few have
the wili to work. A thousand of our most ruth.
fess capifalists, given free rein in China for a
generation withont interference from goven-
ment, would make it & rich nation. AH the gov-
erninent controls and regulations in the world
will never make Chins great. Only the right to

keep what ope will ever do that!
I have often pointed out that the function of
government is to ot ons man from steal-

ing what snother man Today, in
hmerkammdegreemdiniaﬁpetﬂl:
much greater degree, goverament’s princip

function is to take from the best producers and
distribute to those who are sither incompetent
or unwilling to work, To the extent that this

“is done by government, will our civilization be-

come more and more decadent. In the early days
of those in power could keep
that power by dividing what they stole in taxes
with a few of the lords and barons who were
in key places. By so doing. government made it
m:lml 1y for the most capable people to work
at all, . .

Yater — us the democratic idea broadened,
it was necessary to divide the “loot” with an
increasingly lacger 5103 Today, in America
we have the spectacle of 3 goveroment which
steals from the le for the benefit of organ-
ized groups n ng into the millions. Whiile
the theft in the begin ainﬂikcpt only the lords
and barons idle, present day government aims
seem to be to give millions the impression that

their welfare fies not in ter effort but in-
looking to government to them steal from
their tellow man All of is convinced
that their salvation lies in that i ﬂgﬁu‘
ently & matf'lority of Amesicans are convi of
the same thing!

NE OF THE last American films shown
indide Russia was “Grapes of Wrath”, and
it was distributed in an tndg;p:i_t the

ussia bad shots of Detroit
strike riots
Frank

lice breaking up
dm:u'g the administration of Justice
Murphy, then governor. They were sup-
to

cm:rvm::;: Sovi:l. andiences of the bru-

clothing even the strikers are wearing,”™
The showing of "How Green Is My Valley”,
the story of & strike in Wales, ez a curions

reaction in Russia. Stalin's ted foll were
::ﬁus%inke in soch a

astonished that workers
capitalistic country as nd and even more
astounded that sudr a subject could be made
into a movie for general distribution.

From “National Whidigip,” Chi Journal of
Comemerce, Mov, 6, 1948, i i

Friday Evenings at Eight

The Rt. Rev, Msgr. L.
G. Ligutti, our candidate
for “Catholic Man of the -
Hoxr” has promised to
spesk at the Henry George
School soon, on the sy
ject, "Resettlement in
America.”

As we go to press we
cannot a confirmation
on this becanse the Mon-
signor'srecentap
as Official Observer of the Holy at the,
U N .F;::d agd A ricuitfum C.'&’ga%mum
meetings keeps him flying from Washington
to Des MoincPsﬂc where he still edits The Churis-
tian Fammer for the National Catholic Rusal
Life Conference, and shepherds the cause of
d-isgalarx& persons for which he bas done most
enlightened work the past two years. Father
Liguiti writes: “hold the date anyway, yon can
always pi someone better, and a wiser

ick
Georgist.” Su:E rovokin, ﬁmudwty!
A prominent %ﬁw York 1z and w
of Dr. McGlyon, Joseph , will tell

gc[iiél:tﬁ.tl stories of th:):l}:bcl. Pﬁea; h“l;d
et” on Januvary 21, anuary 28, Philip
Cornick, Member of the Research Staff of the
Institate of Public Admisistration, will dis
cuss “Present Trends in Taxation.” Should
Monsignor Ligutti fall to arrive, My, Cornick
will, it possible, substitute for him,

The first speaker in Febroary will be Chatles
Johnson Post, who will tell “How to Cute the
Housing Shortage.” On Februacy 11, the Eve
of Lincoln's Bi:tl:l;f, Hereman L. Batbery will
%:Ic “Selected Readings from Heney George.”

is will be a biography of George s taken
from Hhis own writings and indicating the devel-
opment of his fine literary style,

New York
{Continned from Page Five)

High School, Brooklyn; and the Bryant High
School, Queens ~as well as in libearies and
“Y's" in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens and
Mount Vernon, This increasing regional work
is in line with the curtent campaign of the
New York Adult Education Council {of which
the Henry George School is a member) to
bring more education to the communities.

The New York School for Social Research,
New York's leading adult education institute
outside of the regular colleges—is offering &
course in Progress and Poverty to begin Febru-
ary 12, with an instructor- from the Henrty
George School—George Royal, one of its best
and most popelsr teachers, who will use the
school’s maoual and lesson sheets. The tuition
fee will be $12.50.

The Henry George School is on the air over
a new station in Newark—W'VN], The schools
in New York and Newack are sponsoring a
5-minute news broadcast at 10:30 P.M. every
day, with Bob Harris as newscaster,
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