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he Movement in
Denmark And The
Copenhagen Conference

(Address of Charles O'Connor Hennessy at the Henry
George Congress, Sept. 2.).

REGRET that circumstances have denied me the oppor-

tunity since my return from Europe, to prepare the address
ssigned to me, in such form as to be worthy of this occasion,
and of the subject—'‘The Copenhagen International Con-
ference for the Taxation of Land Values and Free Trade.”
It may be just as effective, however, if you will let me just
talk to you in an intimate way about our experience in
Denmark, which was the most remarkable and most inspir-
ing event, to me at least, that has occurred during the more
than forty years in which I have been a follower of Henry
George and his philosophy.

In many respects, the Conference, by its numbers, its
representative character, its enthusiasms, and its incidents
was an agreeable and unexpected revelation. At the outset
we found that the printed roll of the paid membership re-
vealed the names of subscribers from twenty-six countries.
Seventeen different countries were actually represented on
the floor of the splendid Conference hall on the opening day.
Another striking fact was the extraordinary interest mani-
fested by the press of Denmark and representatives of the
government. Leaders in the public life of the country, as
well as the leaders of the daily newspapers seemed to regard
our gathering as one of great national if not international
importance. An obvious indication of this fact was the
assignment of the handsome joint assembly chamber at
the House of Parliament, with its convenient adjoining com-
mittee rooms, for the uses of the Conference, which in the
press, by the way, was referred to as an international
*Congress’’ of the Georgists of the world. Copenhagen is a
city of more than 700,000 people. [ts enterprising daily
newspapers compare favorably with daily journals of any
city of similar size in the world. They carried columns upon
columns of daily reports, interviews and comments about
thedoings of the Conference,including pictures and cartoons
of prominent personalities in attendance. I am told that the
weekly papers of Denmark, outside of the capital city,
attached similar public importance to our gathering.

One of the notable events of the week was the turning
over of the Government radio station for the broadcasting
of an address on free trade and land value taxation by the
president of the Conference, a translation of which wis im-
mediately put upon the air in the Danish tongue, and was,
I am informed, listened to not only in many thousands of
homes in Denmark, but probably beyond the national
borders, in Sweden. A feature of the address was a reference
to the Danish translation of “Progress and Poverty” and
advice as to how the book could be procured. Another
incident of unusual character was the public dedication of a

Henry George section in the public library in the Parliament
Houses, at which Mr. Berthelsen, a noted Danish delegate
to the Conference, presented his large library of Georgist
books, including many translationsof '‘Progressand Poverty”’
and other works to the government, the gift being formally
acknowledged and accepted in a happy address by the
president of the upper house of Parliament.

You may measure how far things have gone and are
going for our cause in Denmark if I ask you to imagine the
Congress of the United States offering the Chamber of the
House of Representatives for a Henry George international
congress to last a week; if you can picture Vice President
Dawes expressing his gratification at being able to add to
the Congressional Library a special section in which the
message of Henry George could be studied in all languages;
and if you can further vision the possibility of Secretary
Mellon and Secretary Hoover joining in an enthusiastic
commendation of the purpose of an international gathering
called to promote frec trade and the taxation of land values
as preached by Henry George. In Denmark, Mr. Hauge,
the Government Minister for Home Affairs, on the opening
day of the Confercnce, sent a letter which was afterwards
widely published and commented on, in which he said,
among other things, that the community should assert the
unrestricted right to appropriate the economic rent of land.
At the great banquet which closed the Conference, the
Finance Minister, Mr. Branasnaes, was one of the honored
guests and made an outspoken declaration that showed his
understanding of the George philosophy and his desire to
see it attained in law by progressive steps of the Govern-
ment of Denmark. Similar significant addresses were made
during the week by Ole Hanson, President of the Upper
House, Ove Rode, ex-Minister of Home Affairs, and by
Niels Fredericksen, a member of Parliament, who occupies
the powerful position of being president of the great organi-
zation of housemen (small farmers) who were in session in
Copenhagen during our Conference. It was pointed out
more than once by official as well as unofficial spokesmen for
the Danes, that the legislation already in effect for collecting
a part of the national revenue as well as a portion of local
revenues by taxation of land values exclusive of improve-
ments, with incidental exemptions upon improvements, is
regarded as only a beginning. ‘“We know the road we are
traveling, and the end at which we aim"’ said one of these
statesmen to me, ‘‘and we are on the way, and will not stop
until we secure economic emancipation for the people of
Denmark."”

Another thing that struck me most forcibly was that
political support for land value taxation and free trade is to
be found among the public men of all political parties.
This is probably due to the fact that a very large body of
the electorate, constituted of the small farmers of the
country, are organized and pledged to the reforms that we
believe in, and are led by highly intelligent and forceful
personalities, like Mr. Fredericksen. I will never forget the
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thrill that came to all of us who were permitted to partici-
pate as guests at the closing gathering of the National Con-
gress of the Housemen, presided over by Mr. Fredericksen.
It was stated that there were 2000 delegates to the congress.
A hall that would seat not more than 600 people was packed
to suffocation and many were excluded, I believe, because
they could not obtain even standing room. Sturdy, clear-
eyed, intelligent, small farmers, probably the pick of their
kind in Denmark, constituted this crowd, who cheered to
the echo when Henry George's daughter, Mrs. deMille, was
introduced to say a few words. And then, led by their Presi-
dent, they sang without instrumental accompaniment, but
in perfect musical unison, their inspiring ‘‘Danske Land-
Sang"” (Land Song beginning: ‘‘Fatherland, the People’s
Own.”) It deeply affected Mrs.deMille, as it did the rest of
us from America, for it was one of the greatest tributes ever
paid to the memory of her great father.

Then there was the unforgettable ccremonial around the
Liberty Monument in the center of the broad public street
in the heart of the city, that afternoon. This monument,
known as the Column of Liberty, was erected in 1797 to
commemorate a royal edict at that time granting a large
degree of economic emancipation to the agricultural workers
of Denmark by putting an end to a cruel system of villenage
imposed upon the masses by the landlord nobility of the
period. The housemen, upon the adjournment of their
congress, marched through the streets of the city accom-
panicd by the delegates from the Henry George Conference,
and led by seventeen attractive women, each of them carry-
ing a national flag of the countries represented at the Con-
ference. The Stars and Stripes was carried by pretty Mary
Leubuscher, of New York, leading the procession. At the
monument, a great assemblage had gathered, and the police
had roped off the street at that point against ordinary
traffic. The managers of our Conference had provided a
beautiful floral garland which bore the inscription, on silk
streamers, for all Copenhagen to see: ‘“From the friends of
Henry George in All Parts of the World.” This was handed
by the President of the Conference to Mrs. deMille who,
with the grand-daughters of Henry George, standing on
either side of her, laid it at the base of the granite column
amid great cheering. Then there were speeches in English,
Danish, Swedish, German and French, the voices of the
speakers being carried by amplificrs to the outskirts of the
crowd. Perhaps the most effective of these speeches was
that of Ove Rode, now an active member of Parliament,
who spoke eloquently in both English and Danish, extolling
tle motto—"Free land, Free trade, Free men.”” It was an
occasion, the memory of which will always remain with me
—an occasion to stir the blood of any lover of liberty who
was privileged to have a part in it.

During the monument ceremonies, the master of cere-
monies was that splendid Danish character—Folke—the
man who, with his ascociate, Abel Brink, and with John
Paul and Arthur Madsen, were the organizers of the Confer-

ence. It was thrilling to see this handsome, blond, clean-
shaven giant, his face lit up with enthusiasm, leading the
great crowd of housemen in the streets, singing again their
beautiful land song, while some of the Germans tried to
keep up with them in German, and some of the English or
American delegates sang the English words.

One thing that was made very plain to us was the devo-
tion of the small farmers of Denmark to the cause of Henry
George. Indeed, I was assured that it is a common thing to
find Henry George's portrait in the living room of many
a small farm house, and the Danish translation of “Prog-
ress and Poverty” on their book-shelves. Of what other
country in the world can we say anything like this?

I noted a comment made at your meeting today by our
old friend, Miss Rogers, that women were not prominent
in your proceedings here in Philadelphia, which reminds me
to say that many fine women beside Mrs. deMille took part
in the Conference at Copenhagen, including Mrs. Signe
Bjorner, a brilliant Danish woman who speaks eloguently
in English, and Madame Hansson of Sweden, both of whom
participated actively in the discussions as did Miss Colbron,
Miss Charlotte Schetter, and Mrs. Skeel of New York, the
latter a new but notable figure in our movement.

Next to the Danes, and the splendid British delegation
I was impressed with the character and ability of the fine
German representation at the Conference. There were 22
of them, including four or five who were men of some
prominence in the public life of Germany. Four, I believe,
are mcmbers of provincial parliaments. One was a vice-
admiral of the German navy. Some of the younger men
among the Germans impressed me greatly by their ability
and devotion to the cause, notably Dr. Paletta and Dr.
Otto Karutz, both men under thirty, and each of them
speaking good English. Dr. Karutz spoke Danish and Swed-
ish, and ¥ think, French as well. My contacts with him in
Germany, later on, encouraged me to believe in the
great possibility for economic education along our lines in
that country.

But I could not, without making this talk too long, tell
you all of the encouraging aspects of this international
movement. I must say, however, that I came away from
Denmark deeply impressed with its possibilities, and that
it presents a great opportunity and a great need for thosc
who believe in advancing the acceptance of our philosophy
throughout the world. I need not, to this audience, stress
the point that Henry George was essentially an internation-
alist: that his gospel was preached for the benefit of people
everywhere, without distinction of race or of national
boundary.

The two outstanding acts of the Conference at Copen-
hagen that emphasized its world-wide character were first,
the adoption of an address to the statesmen of the League
of Nations, telling them in substance that in their aim to
end war, they must reconstruct the economic relations of the
people on such economic bases of freedom and justice as






