BOOK REVIEWS

A Socialist looks

at the Unions

By E. P. MIDDLETON
What's Wrong With The Unions?

By Eric Wigham, Pengu'n Special, 3s. 6d.
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THE author of
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. | IEH;MUF.'”[ ”]‘ / I\i“ this excellent
: ‘#‘/_-.‘ book is a jour-

po—/ugdd nalist of long
] standing and a
labour correspon-
dent since the
last war. He is a
man who has an
ons and deep sympathies with union-
ists’ needs, That does not, however, prevent him from
sharply criticising many aspects of union policy and
methods and the attitudes, often destructive of their
avowed principles and aims, of unionists themselves.

In an early chapter, “A Plantless Society,” Mr. Wigham
clearly indicates his own political sympathies, which may
be broadly described as Labour-Socialist. His aim, there-
fore, in this book is not to decry the value or importance
of unionism, but to show how the unions are their own
worst enemies.

Readers will look in vain for any evidence of economic
wisdom tending to throw doubts on the usefulness, or
otherwise, of unions within the social and economic
community; yet they may draw their own conclusions
from the copious examples Mr. Wigham gives of union
shortcomings and human failings that tend, inevitably,
to create frustration, even stalemate, in employee-
employer relations and to postpone indefinitely the day
when Labour and Capital will work harmoniously in
production.

Here are Mr. Wigham’s main criticisms:

1. That unions over-work and under-pay their leaders,
employ too few experts and do practically no public re-
lations work.

2. Their dues are too low.

3. Their link with the Labour Party damages their in-
terests.

4. Their structure is out of date and they have no long-
term policy.

5. Rivalries cause major strikes and demarcation rules
damage industry.

6. There is too much reliance on the “closed shop” idea
in preference to recruitment.

7. Union authority is breaking down and unofficial
strikes are increasing.

8. Communist control is the result of apathy.
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9. Vindictive action against non-strikers is a destructive
policy.

10. Excessive power wielded by use of the block vote
at national conferences is anti-democratic.

11. Restrictive practices reduce output and so endanger
jobs. .

It is a formidable list which, in the main, adds up to
a picture of human indifference, on the one hand, and
fanatical idealism gone astray, on the other.

One of the most illuminating chapters in the book
is entitled “Descendants of King Ludd,” in which Mr.
Wigham’s description of restrictive practices and their
ill-effects demonstrates, not only the methods which
harassed and ignorant men will adopt in their despera-
tion, but, unconsciously no doubt, how inevitably both
employees and employers are forced into this kind of
warfare by the basic injustice of society. Given equal
rights to the resources of nature and complete freedom
of trade, the individual would no longer need such or-
ganisations as trade unions to protect him from exploita-
tion, any more than he would have to suffer the spoliation
of taxation, “credit squeezes” or “wage pause.” Only then
could the phrase “the dignity of labour” have a compre-
hensible meaning.

There is pessimism in the author’s closing words: “As
I look at these carefully drawn-up suggestions, 1 cannot
avoid a feeling of frustration. I am quite satisfied that
most, if not all, would benefit the trade union movement.
I am equally sure that few, if any, will be adopted.”

This book is one more addition to the documentation
of the futile struggle on which so many good men and
women waste their substance. One can only hope that
it will lead a few more such to a closer examination of
the true causes of our economic and social malaise.

Land Reform First

By PAVLOS GIANNELIAS
Struggle and Misery in the Underdeveloped Countries
By Peter Ussing Olsen, “Nature and Culture.”

NDER the title of “Struggle and Misery in the
Underdeveloped Countries,” the Swedish editor of
“Nature and Culture” has published the translation of a
very profound and detailed study by Peter Ussing Olsen,
member of the Danish Georgeist, Party (Retsforbund).
This book is concerned with land distribution, Jand
tenure and the struggle against hunger and exploitation
in a number of countries throughout Africa, Asia and
South America. The situation in Japan, Communist
China, Formosa, India and Israel is presented in a par-
ticularly interesting manner. The so-often-neglected, or
even intentionally evaded, question of land and its tax-
ation is discussed from the point of the philosophy of
Henry George. Most readers will agree with Peter Olsen
that the abolition of misery in the underdeveloped count-
ries requires first of all reform of land ownership. Once
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this has been realised, industrialisation, capitalisation and
trade would follow. However, there are many difficulties
at present standing in the way of radical land reform.

There is a difference, in their relation to the soil,
between the primitive peasant and the worker in a well-
organised and mechanised agriculture. Ideological cont-
rasts between East and West, geographical and geolo-
gical conditions; religious and cultural beliefs, and histo-
rical habits and traditions must also be taken into
consideration.

Notw thstanding these differences, there is a funda-

mental ideal common to all: a righteous and moral re-
spect for life and property. This ideal can be traced in
the wisdom of Confucius, Moses and Socrates (or pre-
ferably Solon) down through Christ, Quesnay, Turgot,
Henry George, Sun Yat Sen, Vinoba Bhave of India and
Zwi Schapira of Israel. Peter Olsen concludes with the
following: “Reform of land ownersh’p is the first step
towards progress in the underdeveloped countries, be-
cause this radical step will prevent the exploitation of one
by the other. Land value, created by all, must be col-
lected by the community in the form of rent, allowing
to each the fruits of his own labour and enterprise.”

(Continued from Page 19)

Lancashire. It seems that the proportion of the cost
of a speculatively built house which a builder will now
allocate to the land has changed enormously since pre-
war days—Boult, Son & Maples, Liverpool.

Leicestershire. Demand for residential property to let
seems insatiable.—Andrew & Ashwell, Leicester.

Lincolnshire. Agricultural land: the supply of agricul-
tural land, particularly that with vacant possession, con-
tinues to fall far short of demand, and prices have risen
during the year.—Escritt & Barrell, Grantham.

Northumberland. Tyneside is desperately short of land
for both res.dential and commercial development, and it
is small wonder that high prices have been paid to for-
tunate owners whose land has been “blessed” with plan-
ning consent.—Sanderson, Townend & Gilbert, Newcastle
upon Tyne.

Somerset. Farm amalgamations continue, and high
prices have been given for farms with good land and poor
buildings where the purchase has been with the object of
obtaining further land irrespective of buildings ...—Clut-
ton, Halsey & Svensson, Bath.

Suffolk. An unsatisfied demand still exists for old cot-
tages capable of conversion into a single modernised
residence.—Lucy Scott & Sons, Bury St. Edmunds.

Surrey. In this area the effect of the Green Belt has a
great deal to do with the shortage of land and the con-
sequent high prices which can be obtained when the land
does become available, particularly in small parcels and
even in single plots—Dudley W. Harris & Co. Egham,
Surrey.

Sussex. Throughout the south of England there is an
acute shortage of building land and we are unable to
satisfy even retaining clients—Whitehead & Whitehead,
Chichester and Branches.

Yorkshire. So far, the summer Budget seems to have
had little effect on house prices, and we consider that
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there is unlikely to be any fall during 1962.—B. L. Wells
& Son, Hull.

Scotland. Houses generally have sold at prices 15 per
cent. above those obtaining last year and this may well go
higher, particularly with the acute shortage of buildng
land ... Farms to lease have been in good demand and
record rentals have been paid. A number of farms let in
Perthshire have realised rentals of £9 per acre for land for
which tenants may only have offered 25s. per acre ten
years ago ... Forestry land has still been an attractive in-
vestment to certain buyers, and the allowable grants and
tax reliefs are probably the cause of this ... Sporting
properties, and particularly salmon fishing rights, have
been realising increasing prices ...—Kenneth Ryden &
Partners, Edinburgh, Glasgow and London.

JUST PUBLISHED

BY CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON LTD.
A new revised edition of

Land-Value
Rating

By Lord Douglas of Barloch, K.CM.G.

In view of the wide and increasing interest now being
taken in problems of local government finance and land
use, this book is particularly timely. It explains the
deficiencies and ill effects of the existing system of
local rating. A careful examination is made of such
proposed remedies as local income tax, extension of
government grants, and equalisation of rates, and the
reasons are stated why these are inadequate. The remedy
advocated is the rating of land values and the exemp-
tion of buildings and improvements, and the economic
and social effects of this proposal are fully considered.

Paper Covers 3s. 6d.— Cloth Boards 6s.

From booksellers or by post from
LAND AND LIBERTY PRESS LTD.
177 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London, SW.1.
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