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"Shall We Not Trust Her?" 

By Henry George 
The reform I have proposed accords with all that is 
politically, socially, or morally desirable. It has the 
qualities of a true reform, for it will make all other 
reforms easier. What is it but the carrying out in letter 
and spirit of the truth enunciated in the Declaration 
of Independence - the "self-evident" truth that is the 
heart and soul of the Declaration - "That all men are 
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights; that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness!" 

These rights are denied when the equal right to 
land - on which and by which men alone can live - 
is denied. Equality of political rights will not compen-
sate for the denial of the equal right to the bounty of 
nature. Political liberty, when the equal right to land 
is denied; becomes, as population-increases and inven - - 
tion goes on, merely the liberty to compete for em-
ployment at starvation wages. This is the truth that 
we have ignored. 

We honor Liberty in name and in form. We set up 
her statues and sound her praises. But we have not 
fully trusted her. And with our growth so grow her 
demands. She will have no half service! 

Liberty! it is a word to conjure with, not to vex 
the ear in empty boastings. For Liberty means Jus-
tice, and Justice is the natural law - the law of health 
and symmetry and strength, of fraternity and co-
operation. 

Shall we not trust her? 
In our time, as in times before, creep on the insidi-

ous forces that, producing inequality, destroy Liber-
ty. On the horizon the clouds begin to lower. Liberty 
calls to us again. We must follow her further; we must 
trust her fully. Either we must wholly accept her or  

she will not stay. It is not enough that men should 
vote; it is not enough that they should be theoretical-
ly equal before the law. They must have liberty to 
avail themselves of the opportunities and means of 
life; they must stand on equal terms with reference to 
the bounty of nature. Either this, or Liberty with-
draws her light! Either this, or darkness comes on, 
and the very forces that progress has evolved turn to 
powers that work destruction. This is the universal 
law. This is the lesson of the centuries. Unless its 
foundations be laid in justice the social structure can-
not stand. 

But if, while there is yet time, we turn to Justice 
and obey her, if we trust Liberty and follow her, the 
dangers that now threaten must disappear, the forces 
that now -iftenaUe Will turn to agencies of elevation. 
Think of the powers now wasted; of the infinite fields 
of knowledge yet to be explored; of the possibilities 
of which the wondrous inventions of this century give 
us but a hint. With want destroyed; with greed 
changed to noble passions; with the fraternity that is 
born of equality taking the place of the jealousy and 
fear that now array men against each other; with 
mental power loosed by conditions that give to the 
humblest comfort and leisure; and who shall measure 
the heights to which our civilization may soar? Words 
fail the thought! It is the Golden Age of which poets 
have sung and high-raised seers have told in meta-
phor! It is the glorious vision which has always 
haunted man with gleams of fitful splendor. It is what 
he saw whose eyes at Patmos were closed in a trance. 
It is the culmination of Christianity - the City of 
God on earth, with its walls of jasper and its gates of 
pearl. It is the reign of the Prince of Peace. 
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