CHURCH ‘TO BLAME IN
PHILIPPINES’

PROPERTY rights are at the
core of the problems of the
Philippines.  according 1o
Mason Gatlney. a professor ot
cconomics at the University of
California at Riverside

In remarks to a conference on
land reform and development
the professor gave a verbal lash
ing to the church and the United
States. which he accused of fos-
tering a system of tenure which
allowed exploitation of the mass
of people

I'he church, he recalled

Was
implicated 1 the  onginal
Spanish conquest Jesuits
acquired vast lands in the 19
century, and those who opposed
them were branded as sub
versives

T'he upper cathohic hierarchy
has generally supported the pre-
vailing land dispensation.” said
Prof. Gaftney. “Liberal popes
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church has made it tnvial.”
I'he professor attacked pro-
that the US. taxpayer
should finance land reform in
the Philippines “by buying back
the

posals

same land their spending
makes valuable, to return to the
Filipinos from whom it was
stolen

Instead. he proposed that the
U1S. should gradually withdraw
its support for the country. This
the  Philip-

pines to defend therr own nation

would  encourage
by taxing land. He elaborated a

model  of  cconomic  growth
which tocused on the tax on ren-

tal income

Tax retorm  of this kind
obviates  other land  reform
because  the market  reforms
iselt under this stimulus. The

landholder 1s the successor-in-
interest to those who stole the
He now
compensates them in three ways
by supporting government: by
hiring workers to put the land to
its highest use: and by produc-
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Land taxation raises moncey.,
he pointed out. without burden-
ing labour or capital. whereas
“Liberal “land reform” buy-outs
y. raised. if at all, by
taxing commerce, industry and
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labour in the cities and aborting
urban development, the very
thing this country needs most.”




