} Georze School of Social Science/NY

TRE EARTH IS THE. BIRTHRIGHT OF ALL,

| Jack Schwartz:mn.. ...................p. 3

Henry George in ‘i
! 5 Minutesi......ooicuoisiinip. 4

The New MuniMeter.......
From the Archives...............p.7

Fill 2001 Graduation. ....... p.8

ZIMBABWE FORUM

__In many African na-

~_{tions that have only re-
Acently begun to extricate
themselves from the
shackles of colonial rule,
and most of those after
long periods of struggle,
B |the problems of land re-
4 form and distribution are
only now being addressed.
Lifting themselves up after
(] centuries of foreign domi-
Dr: Nibaldo Aguileral nation and exploitation,

David Domke

__the indigenous populations of those countries

are demanding equal share in land ownership
and equal access to the political structures of

their governments and economies
[n Zimbabwe; much of the anger and frus-
tration have been expressed in acts of violence
against white farm owners, who until recently
owned most of the farms in that country, The §
forceful repossession of many farms by native
Zimbabweans caught the attention of the
world wide press, but the underlying dy-
namics of the centuries-old problems of
Continued oni p, 2

| As we were going 1o press, we received
| the very sad news that Dr. Jack
| Schwartzman, Henry George School
i Member Trustee, passed away. See page §
. 3 this issue for a rememberence of Jack
| and see next issue for a fuller tribute. §

PHILADELPHIA CONTROLLER
TO PROPOSE A FORM OF LVT

David Domke

Philadelphia’s Controller, Jonathan Saidel,
has been said recently to be considering pro-
posing a form of Land Value Taxation for that
city. According to a
recent article in the
Philadelphia In-
quirer, “flying under
Philadelphia’s po-
litical radar, City
Controller Jonathan
Saidel has been qui-
etly collecting influ-
ential support for a
radical overhaul of
the city’s tax struc-
ture. Local real estate agents and the Greater
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce are al-
ready backing the ambitious plan that includes
the adoption of ‘land-value taxation,” the

One of many e*.mmples uf Plul:l.ddpiu{?murbﬂ]hbggizs

brainchild of Henry George, a 19th century
native Philadelphian.”

The article goes on to say that Controller
Saidel has been
working behind
the scenes by
briefing  City
Council members
as to the merits of
the proposal and
garnering sup-
port among com-
munity groups
and business as-
sociations.

The article explains the proposal: “George’s
theory holds that if taxes are raised on vacant,

abandoned or underused land, the owners will
Continged onp. 7
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land ownership went largely unnoticed. tryto this day. Mugabe was elecied President of
'This Fall, the School hosted a Friday Fveming the country and under his rule Zimbabwe made
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School Trustee Dr. Nlbaldo Aguilera. Dr. Aguilera
has a wide background in social and political-
economic studies and is also head of the Social
Studies Department at The College of New
Rochelle’s Manhattan campus. In addition, Dr.
Aguilera was invited by the University of Zimba-
bwe to visit that country, 2 trip he undertock in
the Sumnmer of 2000.

Dr. Aguilera began his presentation by giv-

..ing a history of Zimbabwe, formerly known in

‘the modern era as Rhodesia. The country, which
became known world wide in 1854, thanks to the
British missionary Dr. Livingston, has had a long
history of encounters with European colonial
powers, dating back to 1513, By the late 19" Cen-
tury, British colonial rule became solidified un-
der the auspices of Cecil Rhodes, after whom it
was then named.

From the 1960s to 1979 the people of Zim-
babwe engaged in a long guerilla war with the
occupying British-backed Rhodesian forces. The
people’s forces were headed by the ZANU-PF
(Zimbabwean Africa National United- Patriotic
Front), a coalition of fighters consisting of Shona
and Ndebele warriors, and other political factions.
The leader of the Patriot Front was Robert
Mugabe, a former school teacher. In 1980, the
British granted Zimbabwe formal independence
but, as Dr. Aguilera pointed out, many of the prob-
lems created by colonial rule trouble the coun-

great strides. Being a former school

powers—that be throughout theworld,” paid
only lip-service to the land problern.

teacher, one of Mugabe’s first priorities §
was an enhancement of public education;
today Zimbabwe, with a population of 12

“It is typical of l:md reform hlstorlca]ly that
when land is redistributed, the peasants most

million, has one of the best education § often get the worst land”

systems in Africa. Also, under histule, un-

;ﬂgﬁsﬁ&d with grﬁn;;ogg Sl the Frustraied by years of neglect by the inter-
One of the conditions negotiated with Brit- national communjt.y, M_ugabe ’in lbﬂ‘l'fue 9%0s

ain during the granting of independence was formed a new constitution which legitimated

the refurn of the land to the people of Zimba-  the repossession of the farms owned by non-

bwe. Britain however lacked the commitment
to this reform, and most of the productive farm
land lay in the hands of white farm owners.
Dr. Aguilera succinctly summed up this criti-
cal situation: “The reconciliation of land and
people never took place; white land owner
apartheid, in manyways worse than it had been
in South Africa, remained until recently.”

Dr. Aguilera continued, “in addition to the
land that remained

Zimbabweans. The international media fo-

cused almost exclusively on the violence that
resulted from repossession and did little to
bring to light the dynamics of the struggle of
Zimbabweans for ownership of their own land.
“Subsequently,” Dr. Aguilera pointed out,
“Britain and the United States condemned
Mugabe and his government, cutting off fi-
nancial aid. As a result of this, Mugabe is now
isolated and is considered a pariah in the in-
ternational community.”

This isolation has further deepened
Zimbabwe's financial crisis. Indeed, 4 recent
article in Britain’s Financial Times reports
that the Mugabe government has promised a
doubling of public spending and tax cuts to-
talling $400 million dollars over the next year.

As Mugabe is up for reelection in 4 few months,
this is perceived by many economists as an
“electioneering budget,” according to the Fi-
nancial Times. It describes Zimbabwe’s finan-
cial minister, Sima Makoni, as “shrugging off
concerns over deepening recession, a depreci-
ating currency and escalating inflation,” as he
prepares next years budget. “Once the election

is out of the

in the hands of § “The reconciliation of land and people never .~ ¥ ¥¢ will ee
white farm owners § took place; white land owner apartheid, in ' the”r&al T‘;;i
living in Zimba- § many ways worse than it had been in South i’j:’l clee nofes
bwe, 35 to 40% of § Africa, remained.” e
e i s oyt e rerr————— 00 e?pnorandit
by absentee land- ing that Mr. Makoni’s pmp%ﬂs??rggcl?f grow-
owners.” According to Dr. Aguilera, Mugzbe it de;pemhonmﬂun the OVErmneﬁt" B
continually pleaded with the UN toremedy this 8 -Poraion 8

situation “to restore justice to Zimbabwe by
clearing up the problems of land ownership
and the ongoing colonial legacy that still
gripped the country’s economy.” The UN,
which “often represents the interests of the

Dr. Aguilera summed up his remarks by
making a forceful proposal, “the only real way
out,” for the country of Zimbabwe. Citing the
historical evidence, he noted “the land ques-

Continved on p. 8
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tion is behind the redevelopment problers of
most countries undertaking the struggle to
throw off the yoke of colonial legacy.” He fur-
ther pointed out that “mere land reform itself is
not the solution” and that the only rel solu-
tion will come about “when land rent becomes
a part of society” through its appropriation by
the whole community. “It is typical of land re-
form historically that when land is redistribuied,
the peasants most often get the worst land” on
which to work and eke out 4 living. The result

| Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe |

“How ridiculous is it that
they have to pay to work the land?"

of that is that the peasants become sharecrop-
pers on their own land. “How ridiculous is it
that they must pay to work the land,?” Dr.
Aguilera asked. He added that this would also
solve the problem of absentee ownership. “The
absentee landowners would rush to the cou-
niry in order to make the land they own more
productive, in order to pay the land rent.” In-
deed, 200 of the farms in Zimbabwe remain un-
occupied.

Dr. Aguilera further noted that he does not
believe that Mugabe lacks the political will to
make such a radical reform. “ He only lacks the
knowledge of how to go about initiating a last-
ing reform that would truly solve that nation’s
economic crisis.” Dr. Aguilera hopes to return
to Zimbabwe and “acquaint Mr. Mugabe” with
the ideas behind true land reform.
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Fall Graduation
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David Domke

On Friday, November 30, the School held its
Fall graduation ceremony, celebrating those
students who have advanced through our 3-
partmajor course of study, the Production and
Distribution of Wealth, comprised of the clzsses
Fundamenial Economics, Aiplied Econom-
ics and the Science of Political Economy.

This semester, there were 25 students who
qualified to receive their completion certificates.

Henry George School Director of Education
Mike Curtis began the proceedings by remark-
ing, “You are to be congratulated. I'msure that
those of you who have been impressed by the
power of these ideas, as I and thousands before
me have, these ideas that have revealed to us
the real causes behind unemployment, poverty
and slums, have understood that while the road
to truth is straight and narrow, the road to ifs
implementation at times seems long and per-
haps circuitous.

“For that reason, you are also to be con-
soled. It's ain't exactly like calling 911 or Crime
Stoppers — with information leading to the ar

121 East 30th Street
New York, NY 10016
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rest and conviction of a [andlord.” _

As each of the graduates were called up
to the po-
dium and
individu-
ally pre- 1
sented |
with their §
diplomas,
they were
asked to
say a few [
words. B

Luis
Avilasaid, §
“T would
like to
thank the staff and the School for helping
us learn about the causes of the social prob-
lems that continue to plague our society.”
This received a strong round of applause.

Rosemary English remarked, “I have
worked in the peace and social justice move-
ment for many years but now I feel for the
first time I understand economics. Reading
Henry George led me to grasp the concept
of economic rent.”

Pablo Salazar, in his remarks in Span-
ish, deemed Henry George “a great philoso-
pher, sociologist and one of the great think-
ers in the field of Economics.”

In conclusion, Mike cited Aristarchus of
Samos (c. 270b.c.), Copernicus and Gallieo
as harbingers of truths it took 2 long time
to accept. But he added, “one day people
will wake up and no one will believe in un-
conditional private property in land. Con-
gratulations and -- good [uck!”

- Pablo Saiar
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