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THE rising tide of books and ar-
ticles relating to Henry Geor,
has recently been augmented by
William E. Clement, now retired—
an elder statesman among Georgists.
He has had much experience in gain-
ing public acceptance of new ideas
through his years of association with
the New Or{uns Public Service Cor-
poration, and he presents the theory
of land-value taxation in a way that
will surely appeal to non-Georgists
and Georgutzplhke N :81'.
“Few. kﬂq";‘,mt 19‘!8480"&'._
profound. thinker, statesman, wpiter
and man, of action: -2 study of
whit is still the world's basic prob.
lem, the recurrence of depressions,”
“Sir . Winston
fought a long, uphill fight, pressed
his . views earnestly de insistently
upon the public; and if he did not
move the people to accept his solu-
tion, he laid the grounds for action
in these later and now more peri-
lous times.” It is perhaps little
known, even by his many admirers,
that Churchill made a numier of im-
portant addresses in Parliament and
elsewhere advocating the “transfer
of taxes from goods and capital to
ground rent of occupied and specu-
. latively-held vacant lands.” -
Ms. Clement shows how in Eng-
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land “'ground land-lords” were in
control of the government and
placed most of the tax burden on
commerce. and manufacturing—this
had the effect of enormously inflat- -
ing the rental and selling price of -
bare land—a basic cause of recurring

depressions in England and the .

United States. 4

Many quotations support the main ..
thesis, and many examples of right'
and wrong taxation bolster the im-
pressive argument. A section on free
market, land-use committees outlines
a possible means of assessment and

lanning divorced from political in-
guences. A smooth running economy
can make depressions a thing of the
past, the author notes. Using the
wheel as a symbol for industry, he
indicates how imbalance brings un-
employment and lowered mor:lc. :

. Original ideas and contemporary
interpretations are introduced in a
chapter entitled, "Nature's Atom
Pattern Shows the Way.” The final
62 pages of the book include appen-
dices with information on land tax
reform in Pittsburgh; excerpts from
Francis Neilson's, review of Toyn-
bee's Study of History with special
reference to the land question; and
extensive material on taxation by
authorities from Benjamin Franklin
to the present. Much space is given
to the Henry George School—its ex-
tensions and directors, as well as its
aims and- methods. .

Given a wide circulation this book

-should play a constructive part in

abolishing the economic and - polit-
ical slavery which results from our
resent land tax and tenure policies.
?t is printed in large, easily readable
type, and contains 62 illustrations.




